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PREFATOKY NOTE. 


The translation of the following section of Ananda 
Ranga Pillai’s Diary has been rendered the more 
difficult because there exists in India no text with 
which the Madras transcript of this portion can be 
collated. The original and the Montbrun transcript 
both seem to have been lost. 

I have to acknowledge with great gratitude the 
courtesy with which His Excellency M. Martineau, 
Q-overnor of the French Settlements in India, per- 
mitted me to examine the archives at Pondiohery, 
together with the kindness of the French Minister 
of the Colonies in permitting me to procure copies 
of documents lodged at the MinistPre de'i Golonies at 
Paris. My sincere thanks are due to Mr. W. Foster, 
O.I.E., for affording me information on numerous 
points of detail ; to Mr. S. 0. Hill for being so kind 
as to read the proof-sheets and make several sug- 
gestions of which I have taken advantage ; to the 
Hon’ble Diwan Bahadur L. D. Swamikannu Pillai 
for translating and annotating the horoscope 
printed as an appendix to the present volume ; and 
also to Dr. F. de Haan, the Archivist at Batavia, 
for information regarding Sadras. I must further 
acknowledge the great assistance afforded me by 
Rao Sahib K. Ranga Achariyar, the Superintendent 
of the Madras Record Office, and by M.R.Ry. S. 
Kuppuswami Ayyar, in preparing the text of the 
translation. 
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As regards printed authorities, my principal 
obligations are to Colonel Love’s Vestiges oj Old 
Madras, to M. Gultru’s Dupleix, to the Marquis de 
Nazelle’s La Defense de Pondichery, and to the 
volumes of records issued by the Soeiete de Vhisioire 
de r Inde fran^aise. Other obligations are ackno^v- 
ledged in the footnotes. 

N.B.—M.j references to the records at Pondicherj arc 
indicated bj the letters ‘ P.R.’ and the nnxubering is giren as 
in M. Martinean’s recent Oatalogne. 

H.D. 




INTEODUOTION TO VOL. lY. 


The period covered by tbe present volume of 
Ananda Ranga Pillai’s Diary — Maroli 15, 1 747 to 
March 31, 1748 — includes no event of outstanding 
importance but affords much detail of considerable 
interest, such as would naturally come to the know- 
ledge of a man discharging the varied duties of 
Chief Dubash. As the principal factotum of th.e 
Governor, he was expected not only to assist in the 
negotiation of the Company’s investment and the 
provision of the Governor’s private trade, but also 
to procure intelligence, to advise concerning political 
relations with the country powers, to see that the 
Governor’s correspondence with them was properly 
interpreted, to arrange for the offenng of suitable 
presents to the Governor on the proper occasions, 
to conduct intrigues in which the Governor wished 
to avoid personal intervention, to watch, report, 
and advise on the state of public feeling among the 
Indian inhabitants. As such he was necessarily ac- 
quainted with m\ich confidential information which, 
with an exception or two, he promptly set down 
in his diary. 

Of commercial matters in the present volume we 
hes^r little. Commerce, both public and private, in 
the European settlements at this period was chiefly 
maritime. Their internal trade was necessarily 
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insignificant, because they were but centres 

of population. The principal braneh(‘s of local trnii<^ 
consisted of the importation of jroods, not for '<alo 
in Pondichery, but for export to the i.slanils of the 
Malay Archipelago, to Manilla, to t’hina, to tin* 
French islands, to the Persian (lulf, aud to tlio Hod 
Sea; while the Company’s trade consi'^iod alnirnt 
entirely of traffic to and from Europe. Both public 
and private commerce thus presupposed open seas ; 
but from March 1747, when Griffin arrived with 
the British squadron and saved Fort St. David 
from threatened capture, the seas were practically 
closed to French trade until tlie end of the war. 
From time to time news came which made Duploix 
hope to be able to renew the languishing coinimtrcf* 
of the settlement; but the English squadrons wore 
too tenacious and too pervasive for those hopes to 
be realized. 

Meanwhile the struggle on the Coromandel Coast 
had come to a dead-lock. The French had, as in 
1744, a great military superiority, further increased 
by the men La Bourdonnais had brought and been 
compelled to leave behind on the Coast. But a 
considerable number of men had to be set apart to 
garrison the captured city of Madras, and English 
ships once more held the seas, hindered the importa- 
tion of food-grains from the fertile northern coasts, 
and formed a perpetual menace to both Madras and 
Pondichery should they find either stripped of its 
garrison. Thus the French could only attack Port 
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St. David during the short, uncertain periods of the 
squadron’s absence ; and the English could not attack 
Pondichery with the least prospect of success until 
they had received reinforcements. 

This situation is very clearly illustrated by the 
abortive attempt made on Fort St. David under 
Dupleiz’ personal direction in January 1748. Why 
Dupleix assumed command of it, we are not told ; 
but the reason is probably to be found in the touchy 
dignity of the oflBcers, who, alike in the French and 
English camps, both now and throughout the whole 
struggle, were continually making difficulties by 
the insubordinate attitude which they adopted 
towards the civil government. It is likely that in 
the present case they were unwilling to march under 
the command of the man whom Dupleix wished to 
place at their head. The expedition seems to have 
been well-planned and well-organized ; but it came to 
an ignominious end owing to the length of time spent 
on its preparation. Had Dupleix been able to march 
a fortnight earlier than he actually did, it is exceed- 
ingly doubtful whether the English would have been 
able to offer an effective resistance. The garrison 
was indeed under the command of Captain Gibson, 
an experienced officer of marines, lent for that 
purpose by the English commodore; but later 
experience suggests that the Company’s forces had 
not yet acquired that resolute and disciplined valour 
which they were to display in the later phases of the 
struggle under the command of Stringer Lawrence. 
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Tte question, liowever, was not to be brought to the 
test in January 1748. The French cx{) 0 (Ution was 
so long delayed that it was but on the march when 
the English squadron hove in sight and for tho 
second time saved Fort St. Pavid to i ho English. 

Meanwhile, although Poiulichcry was not M*ii- 
ously exposed to immediate attack, tlio future, ns it 
must have appeared to Dupleix, glow steadily more 
and more dubious. The French shipping, .so long 
expected, failed to appear ; rumours spread of tho 
English expedition under Boscawen ; so Dupleix 
became ever increasingly preoccupied with the 
question of defence. Hence his close personal 
attention to the progress of the fortifications, and 
his anxiety, manifested on immcrotis occasions, to 
provision the town with adeipiate stocks of giain, 

Eelations with the country powers wore naturally 
modified somewhat by the situation of Pondichery, 
Although Dupleix had concluded a peaee with 
Anwar-ud-din, the old Nawab of Arcot, shortly 
before the opening of the present volume, that did 
not signify that the Nawab was disposed to assist 
the French in uprooting the English from the Coast. 
According to the terms agreed upon, the Moorish 
flag was to fly over Madras for eight days as an 
acknowledgment of the Nawab’s suzerainty and in 
apology for the French having attacked the place 
against his express orders; and further considerable 
presents were to be made as the price of peace. 
Dupleix’ war with the Moors did not then conclude 
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in a very triumphant manner, since from the 
Moorish 'point of view he apologized for his past 
conduct and purchased the Nawab’s forgiveness. 
The latter’s attitude was shown plainly enough by 
the presents brought back by the French envoys ; 
Eanga Pillai tells us that they were old and value- 
less, showing the estimate Aroot set at that moment 
upon the French. Again, the Nawab was still 
indisposed to allow hostilities on land ; and each of 
bupleix’ attacks on Fort St. David appears to have 
irritated Arcot against him. That ii-ritation was not 
very deep or serious, no doubt; but it might on 
any suitable occasion develop into an inconvenient 
hostility. Dupleix was keenly aware of this, and 
ascribed it to the Moors’ habitual duplicity, just as 
the English ascribed Anwar-ud-diu’s peace with the 
French to the same cause. In fact both the English 
and the French Governors knew that they could 
not rely upon the Nawab’s assistance to overthrow 
the other. 

Each nation therefore sought to win over to its 
side FTasir Jang, Anwar-ud-din’s superior, who had 
been invested by his father, Nizam-ul-mulk, with 
considerable authority over the countries south of 
the Kistna. On the one side an English Dubash, 
Mutyalu, was despatched in August 1747 and suc- 
ceeded in procuring orders to the Moghul officials 
of the Carnatic for the protection and assistance of 
the English, but at such a cost that on his return 
Governor Floyer refused for some days to see him. 
b 
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The French, at first sight, had a con'ikkTahle 
advantage over us at the Deccan Court, ’for thi-y 
had, as it were, a permanent representative in a 
Moghul official named Imam Sahil), Ho had ho< n 
faujdar of Alambarai when Dost Ali Khau was 
Nawab of the Carnatic; but when Dost Ali was 
killed by the Marathas in 1741 and Hafdar Ali, his 
son, became Nawab, Imam Sahib fled hurriedly to 
the northward, being on ill terms with the new ruler 
at Arcot. He contrived to conciliate the Nizam, 
became for a time faujdar of Masulipatam, and then 
was given a place about Nasir Jang’s person. In 
the old days he had been very friendly with the 
French ; and Dumas, Duplcix’ predecessor as 
Governor of Pondichery, had had the address to 
procure a considerable loan from him. After his 
establishment at the Court of the I)(*ccfm, his 
relations with the French continued ; and it was in 
his name that the French demanded the restitution 
of a rich Manilla ship, h Maxtre, which the isinglish 
captured in 1744. 

But however friendly Imam Sahib had been with 
the French, he had cultivated good relations with 
the English as well. As faujdar of Masulipatam 
he had encouraged their traffic there by new and 
advantageous regulations ; and possessed a house at 
Madras which seems to have contained a consider- 
able quantity of goods. When Madras was taken 
by the French, these goods were seized on the plea 
that they really belonged to the English. Moreover, 
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the French loan was still unpaid ; and the failure 
of the French Company’s remittances placed pay- 
ment altogether out of Dupleix’ power. These two 
subjects of difference must hawe moderated Imam 
Sahib’s enthusiasm for French interests ; at all events 
he did not or could not prevent the favourable 
reception of the English envoy, Mutyalu, nor did he 
display great activity in pressing the negotiation on 
which Dupleix had set his heart, the exchange of 
Madras for the districts of Villiyanallffr and ValudS- 
vffr which bordered on the French territory at 
Pondichery. The reader will find in the following 
pages numerous passages relating to these matters. 

Of minor importance, but very illustrative of 
conditions in India at this time, is the episode of 
Mainvillo’s imprisonment in Mysore. He and some 
other officers were ordered to Mah6 overland to 
recruit sepoys ; they were seized on their entrance 
into the Mysore territories ; tried to escape by 
forcible means ; and remained prisoners till the 
French procured their release by presents. 

In all these and similar matters Ranga Pillai 
played a considerable, though of course a subordi- 
nate, part as the G-overnor’s adviser and confidential 
agent. In other directions, however, he found a 
formidable rival in Madame Dupleix, who took a 
considerable share in obtaining intelligence about 
the English and in settling the Madras question. It 
is clear that the French did not place unlimited con- 
fidence in their Indian agents, particularly in matters 
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wMch rdated to their luropean enemies. We have 
conclusive evidencse, apart from Eanga Pillai’s own 
statements, that he was suspected (though alt('gether 
without reason) of furnishing intelligence to the 
English.^ This unjust suspicion, coupled with tho 
consequent invasion of the sphere of his dutie.s, 
awoke in him bitter dislike of Madame Duplcix. 
He relates with satisfaction every tale he he-irs to 
her disadvantage; he takes counsel with French 
Company’s servants, jealous, like himself, of the 
interference of a woman in politics ; and gives us so 
lurid a picture of Madame’s iniquities that we can 
only accept it with considerable reservations. His 
judgment is evidently biassed by his personal feel- 
ings and interests. But while that is so, we cannot, 
dismiss Ranga Pillai’s allegations against Mudamo 
Dupleix as wholly fictitious until we have more con- 
clusive evidence against them than tho somewhat 
vague and undocumented eulogies which have been 
lavished upon her. Here, as elsewhere, we must 
distinguish between what Ranga Pillai relates on 
his own authority and the stories which he hears 
and repeats. As regards what he has seen and 
heard, he seems to be a very reliable witness. I am 
not aware of any instance in which he himself is 
guilty of anything like bad faith. His weakness 
lies in his treatment of the reports which he hears 
from others, for he sometimes records the merest 


^ See p. 207 infra 
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bazaar rumour with as grare an air as if it was 
serious evidence, and not infrequently he does not 
trouble to distinguish between the two, especially 
when, as in the case of Madame Dapleix, he wishes 
to believe the worst. 

It is noteworthy, however, that in regard to 
Dupleix himself Ranga Pillai records little but on 
his own testimony. We learn what were the Gov- 
ernor’s orders and how they were carried into execu- 
tion. The diary thus records a number of incidents 
which, though in themselves by no means astonish- 
ing, come as a disconcerting surprise to those whose 
conception of Dupleix is based on Colonel Malleson 
and the writers who have unfortunately accepted him 
as authoritative. On the other hand, these incidents 
fill in the detail of the admirable outline we find 
in the volume which M. Cultru has devoted to 
Dupleix, For instance, in the present instalment of 
the Diary, there is the story of Dupleix’ intrigue 
about the Madras cotton. It was alleged that 
cotton which had been put up for sale at outcry at 
Madras, was afterwards sold collusively at a lower 
price than was offered at the public sale. This was 
denied by Dulaurens and his colleagues at Madras ; 
and thereon Dupleix employed Ranga Pillai to 
induce the Company’s merchants at Pondiohery to 
buy the cotton at a price considerably higher than 
that at which Dulaurens had sold it ; and Dupleix 
went so far as to offer to bear any loss that might 
arise to the merchants out of the transaction. The 
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purpose was evident — to blacken tbe cba racier of 
Dulaurens. Now it is quite possible th.«t Dupleix 
sincerely believed Dulaurens to be truilty, and that 
he had not sufficient evidence to briitjif the niatter to 
proof. But that will 8carc<'ly oondoiie this manu- 
facture of evidence. The incident in fact illustrates 
the weakest side of Dupleix’ remarkable oharactcT. 
Few have possessed a mind so fertile of expisdionts, .“O 
tenacious of purpose, so clear-sighted, so courageouB. 
But along with these great qualities, there wont a 
violence of temper which often disturbed hi.B Judg- 
ment, and a subtlety of mind which often passed 
into disLugenuousness. In Judging others Dupleix 
was constantly disposed to believe the worst, to 
express his belief in untempored laaguag.*, and to 
act on it in a way which allowed hi.s good -faith to bo 
called in question. Dupleix’ comineuta and conduct 
in the Dulaurens case furnish one example ; many 
others might be added. Thus in 1750 ho wrote a 
report on the character of the French Company’s 
servants (Ministere des Colonies, 0” 15). Savo for 
those immediately connected with him, he speaks in 
one uniform tone of condemnation. One is a fool ; 
another has no morals; a third is untrustworthy 
and corrupt; a fourth went bankrupt in France 
before coming out ; and all this expressed with an 
acerbity of language which leaves a painful impres- 
sion of Dupleix’ suspicious and passionate character. 
Nor can we regard Dupleix as truthful. Where a 
lie will serve immediate interests, he prefers it to the 
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truth. When Mainville, etc., are prisoners in Mysore, 
he authorizes Ranga Rillai to say they were poor 
Frenchtnon seeking employment at Mah4, just as 
he seeks to ruin Dulaurens by concocting evidence. 
This doubtless permitted him to fight Oriental 
Courts with their own weapons, but after all deceit 
is a weapon which the wise statesman avoids, which 
he never uses except for great objects or in des- 
perate circumstances, and which even then seldom 
leaves him with an unquestionable balance of 
advantage ; when it becomes an every-day expedient 
to overcome trivial difficulties or gratify personal 
malevolence, the balance of advantage turns 
decidedly against it, as happened indeed in Dupleix’ 
own case. 


Madras Record Office, 
January 6, 1916. 


H. DODWELL. 
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MARCH 1747, 

Wsdwgthiyi Mari'h 15 ^ — When I went to the Gov- 
ernor’n at eight o’clock this morning, MahMja Rija 
8rt Governor-Gonoral Dupleix told me he had 
issued an order as follows ; All horses belonging 
to the Europeans and the Tamil merchants of 
tihis town are to be brought to the Company’s 
stables and kept there. The horses will be given 
gram, grass and medicine, and the horse-keepers 
paid, at the Company’s expense. After being taken 
out for exercise, they are to be brought back to the 
stables; and, so long as they remain there, -the 
Company shall pay the value of the horses, should 
any be injured or die, either by reason of the 
Company’s service or by the act of God.’ 

Before the Governor told me this, he said, *To get 
news from Ouddalore, we must have a dubfish who 
comes either from Madras or Cuddalore or Fort St. 
JDavid. He must serve some English gentleman et; 
Ouddalore or Port St. David and make friends with 
the dubSshes of the principal people. They are sure 
to talk mattiers over ; and he must report what he 
hears to proper people outside who are to report the 
news to us once every two or three days. You must 
find a suitable man, and he shall be paid fifty or sixty 
rupees a month. Get one soon. Besides this, get 

^ A.ksb.ajra, 
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a cook, or some one, to carry a note ao larger 
than a 'beaii to some of the French rleselrters who 
are living there ; and then he may return. Tf the 
letter is marked with a cross, they will come at once. 
Do your best to get two men to see to the.so matters,’ 
I came away, saying that I would do so. 

I then sent for Tenkala Eeddi, meaning to em- 
ploy him in this business. To arouse his desires, I 
promised him a hereditary post under the Company 
and the same to the person who should be appointed 
dubi,sh, and said that I had asked for higher wages 
for them and that it would be given. I said all I 
could think of to raise his desires. He replied that 
he could get no one here but must bring people in 
from outside. I then suggested the man who used 
to be Mr. Stratton’s dub^sh* and now is with 
Mr. Savage * at Madame Godivier’s* house; but Ven- 
kata Reddi said, ‘ I do not know if he will oonaont. I 
will enquire and tell you to-morrow morning.’ So 
he went away. 

Afterwards the Governor sent for me and said, 
* We have to send back the detachment that came 
from K^rikS,!^. Let me have a note of the route 


1 See below under date May 1. 

2 Joba Savage arrived in India in 1726. He became Becretaxyat 
Madras in 1736 and was admitted of Oonnoil in 1743, He died at Fort 
St, David in 1748. He was at this time a prisoner in Fondiohery, 

3 The name is oonjeotnral j Eanga Pillai says ‘ Kodnthiy^** 

^ To join in the late abortive attach on Fort St, David. It consisted 
of fifty Emopeans and fifty Topasses under an ofificer named de lainTille* 
It was sent back however under another officer. Le B%che to Daplair, 
M^rch 11» 1747 (P.B , — No 7) and below under date March 16. 
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well to the west of Port St. David and Ouddalore.’ 
I wrote "one in Preach, showing Villi janallflr, 
Sorandvfir, Xaduvirapattu, Venkatamm^lpSttai, 
Bhuvanagiri and Ohidambaram, ten miles distant 
one from another. 

He then ordered me to prepare, as I thought 
fit, a present for Mudtraiay of Chidambaram and 
also a letter. The list contained the following ; — 

Two pieces of scarlet broad-cloth. 

Two pieces of green broad-cloth. 

Bight yards of red velvet. 

Eight yards of green velvet. 

One pair of pistols. 

Twelve flasks of Hungary water. 

Eight flasks of Imperial water. 

An order was sent to M. Cornet® to get 
these things ready and to pack them up, and also to 
got three guides to carry them with a letter of com- 
pliment to MudSmiah. The Governor also told me 
to write a friendly letter to Shaikh Ahmad *, saying 
that M. Lo Noutro was going to be sent as resident 
to Porto Novo‘; that up to now we had kept no one 


^ Deputy of ’Abd-ul-nabt Khan, Naw&b of Ouddapah, who enjoyed a 
jaghir in the south as well as the Cuddapah Country. Madraa Qounhy 
QorfBBpOfhdence, 1748, p. 5, 

3 Itianne Mathurin Cornet a Soua-Ti^archand and warehouse-keeper. 
Dupleix complains of his nanow-tnindedness and inability to command, 
and states that he married a slave’s grand-daughter, Etai de$ Em^lcyAa 
d& VXndB m 1760 (Minist6re des Colonies, 0 ® 16.) 

* Faujdar of Porto Novo. He played a considerable part m Dupleix* 
intrigues with Muhammad ’Ali Khdn early in the year. See vol. iii 
mie p. 257 and NaaeUe^ p. 87. 

* Porto Novo was a great centre for the provision of blue cloth largely 
consumed at the French islands (as clothing for slaves), and to the East- 
wards at Achin and similar places. 
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there, as there was no trade ; that w© were going to 
trade there in future and so were sending a Euro- 
pean to our factory ; and that all possible help 
should he afforded him. I said that the letter had 
already been written He ordered it to be sent by 
the European who would accompany tho sepoy 
detachment that is leaving for Kdrikdl to-morrow 
night. I said it should be done. 

Afterwards, the two Jemadars, Shaikh Hasan 
and ’ Abd-ul-rahrain * came. They were ordered to 
raise two hundred additional sepoys and thirty 
horse, f was then directed to entertain five hun- 
dred poligars’ peons and post two hundred 
of them round the passes in the Bound-hedge, 
and also one hundred Oamatio people armed with 
guns to the west of Alambarai, so as to intercept 
and bring in all English letters from Pulicat.* 

I accordingly told Virsi NSyakkan to Station 200 
peons at the passes in the Bound-hedge, and he said 
that he would do so to-morrow morning. 

Two days ago four ships sailed through the roads 
from Eort St. David towards Madras ; and the alarm 
caused iu the town was unspeakable. 

^ These fcwo jemadars appear to have been, broop-ht from the Malttfmr 
Coast in 1H2, with a body of sepoys. (P JR.— JTo. 60, p. The sepoy 

horse appear to have been Dragoon^, for later referenoee show thorn to 
have been armed with carbines as well as with swords. Shaikh Hasan 
seems to have commanded the hoi se and *Abd-uUrahmlLn the foot j bat I 
suspect that this arran^fement was not invariable. (See the lif 

the Siege of Fondtchery in the Collection Uietonque^ London and Farits 
1768, p. 280). 

a Alexander Baird was English resident at Fulioat, charged withseuA* 
ing to Fort St, David all news from the northward* 
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Thursday, March 16 } — The news of to-day is as 
follows : — 

When the French went against Fort St. David, 
Karuppan, Virappan’s younger brother, went with 
them as a spy, but he was seized and detained by the 
people at Fort St. David. To-day, however, he was 
released and so returned this evening with the follow- 
ing report: — ‘ When the Englishmen, the soldiers and 
the servants of the Company heard that the French, 
who were coining to take Fort St. David, had seized 
the battery at UppalvMi and three others and had 
reached the garden at Manjakuppam, their strength 
failed them and they became as troubled as though 
they had trodden on the tigaippdndu.^ Their hearts 
became cold, their tongues parched, and their hands 
dry. They placed now this with that, now that 
with this. They cried aloud. Some ran seeking a 
place of safety; the rich and the Councillors 
hastened with their wealth, goods, boxes and 
garments, their wives and children, to the PS,Mr 
and escaped to MSttupfilaiyam in masulas and other 
boats. Those in the fort became feeble. Even the 
Governor was greatly perplexed and ran hither and 
thither, fearing the attack of the enemy and seeking 
escape ; but he could not even order a boat. Had 
the French marched straight to the fort instead of 
halting at the Manjakuppam garden, every man 
in it would at once have fled without further 


^ 6th PaBgtini, Aksha^^a. 

* A mythical plant, which robs all who tread on it of their sensea* 
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speech. Then, all on a sudden, nine ships were 
sighted as though luck itself had taken Chat shape. 
As soon as they saw them, they hung between life 
and death till they knew whether the ships boro 
the English or the French flag. Only when they 
learnt that they were English ships did their lips 
grow moist.’ 

The ships arrived in time, and our people lingered 
till eight or ten o’clock after sunrise at the garden 
instead of advancing at once, because the English 
are destined to hold the fort yet longer. As the 
proverb says, ‘ Man proposes, but God disposes.’ 

Muhammad ’Ali SShib, the son-in-law of Husain 
SIhib, came this evening from Arcot with four 
horses to fetch Badd S&hib’s wife. He said : * The 
NawS,b, Husain SIhib, Sampiti Rfio, Anwar Khfin, 
and the others at Arcot have all received the presents 
with boundless joy, not on account of- the presents 
but on account of the friendship which exists 
between you and them. Your people * will return 
shortly and arrive in four or five days.’ He also 
said that the Nizim’s forces were encamped on the 
other side of the Kistna, as, when he had advanced 
as far as Strpi, he turned against Mysore to collect 
the large sums of money due to him. 

The first letter received to-day from GSp&la- 
krishna Ayyan at Madras said : ‘ I wrote four or 
five days ago that the ship called the Nejptune and 

^ That is, Kerjean and Delarohe who had been seat with preawats 
to Arcot to ooajGbnn the peace made with Anwar* ud*dia Kh§>n» 




1747 .] 


JUTMUDA BAmA PILLAI. 


7 


the English ship from Europe^ which was captured 
at Madras,' had sailed for Poudichery. When the 
ships reached Covelong, the wind failed them ; so 
catamarans were sent and the ships are now back in 
the Madras roads. Some say that they returned 
because they feared that their provisions would run 
short if they were detained for four days by the 
wind. Others say privately that seven English 
vessels have reached Tranquebar, and that, as soon 
as this news came, the catamaran people were given 
100 rupees and the ships were recalled. This 
evening twelve sailors escaped from the English 
ship into a boat and got away Since the news was 
known, some merchants of the town have been 
carrying their goods into the Fort, while others, 
with the Commandant’s permission, are carrying 
their goods, castor-seed, sesamum, etc., into the 
country. For the last two or three days, more and 
more goods have been earned off. With the aid of 
Edmachandra Ayyan some have bought and carried 
off one or two bales of shawls which Tarw&dihad here. 
I do not yet know how much they gave. When I 
learn, I will write. Till now, R&,machandra Ayyan 
never interfered in such matters. But now goods 
are being carried away by means of this man, 
dubfish Ohinnatambi, and Madame’s people Venkata- 
nlranappa Ayyan and PIpayya Pillai. These things 
should be known to you.’ 

^ *rbie i*r%nce$$ Amelia^ oaptared Feb, 16/27. C/. in, 890 itijpia* The 
French vaiiied her cargo at 200,000 pagodas Oongeil 3itp^ d la Coyn^agm e 
Oct* 11, m7 N-p. 7), 
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A second letter dated tbe 12tli of this month 
from GSpMakrishna Ayyan said : ‘ Ton |x*ons were 
sent at sunrise this morning, with a h'tler desiring 
the Chief of Pulicat to s<‘ize the sailors who ran 
away yesterday. They say that the two slaps which 
returned here will be sent off again to-night. The 
forty chests of silver on the English ship have 
been unloaded here, the other goods will remain on 
hoard. This should bo known to you.’ 

At nine o’clock to-night, tho KdrikAl detachment, 
consisting of a hundred Euroix*ans and Topasaes 
and twenty Tamil peons, who had come to assist in 
the attack on Cuddalore, under the command of 
M. de St. Martin,' returned thither with oniers 
to march by way of HoranAvftr, Nadav Irapattu, 
VenkatammAlpAttai atid Biiuvanagiri I sent three 
of the Company’s peons as guides, and a man 
belonging to the writer Parasurfima Pillai to pay 
their expenses on the way. They all set out 
to-night. Lest the English should bo met with, 
three hundred sepoys were ordered to go along 
with them as far as Naduvirapattu and to return 
when the detachment had safely reached that 
place. 

I sent by M. de St. Martin the present® and the 
letter which were got ready yesterday for Mudamiah 
of Chidambaram. 


1 Esoappat de Si Martin, Ensign t?86, lientenani 174S j h« wm 
acting as Captain in 1747 (PJt.— Ko. 28, p, 471 and Oofmil Bwp, i 
February 6, 1747, P.B — JS7o, 7,) 
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Le Noatro, who is going as residoat to Porfco 
KTovo, also set out this eveuiug with the letter to 
Shaikh Ahmad, the AmaldSr. 

FHdatf, March 17} — To-day the Go veraor ordered 
the Bound-hedge to be strengthened with two or three 
thousand bundles of thorn- He also told me to send 
for coolies from all the villages, and to send word 
to SivanSga Reddi to collect as many coolies as 
possible, so that we might not be in want of them. 
While I was still there, he also said to JU . Gerbault,® 
the engineer who is in charge of the works, 
‘Apply to Eanga Pillai for anything you want 
and he will provide it ; don’t be always coming to 
me.’ lie agreed and I promised my help. I then 
placed Periyanna Nayin&r and ten peons under M. 
Gerbault’ s orders and said to the latter in their 
presence, ‘ Periyanna Nayinllr will supply coolies to 
strengthen the Bound-hedge, and to do any other 
work, and he will obey you in all things.’ I brought 
before him the chief people of the out-villages, 
Olukarai and Ariy^nkuppam, and told them to 
send coolies when he wanted them. Thus the 
matter was settled. 

YaMr Hanumanta Ayyan, Jayanti Mma Ayyan’s 
man, became alarmed when he saw the English ships 
and sold his paddy in large quantities. This 


* 7tb Pangpaixi, Aksbaya. 

* Fatadis wa« chief engineer, bnt, as he was absent at K&rik&l, 
Glrerbatilt was acting for him. MUii gimitoZ dB 1 <l dipensB ew* 1747* 
Onltrn, p. 44. M* V^inson transliterates the name as * Serpean.* 
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alarmed the whole town, and aa soon as his paddy 
was sold, the price rose and it ivas expected that it 
would rise in the villages also. But when people 
complained of this to the Govornor, he anawen'd, 
‘ It does not matter [ ].’ 

I write, on another page* as briefly as possible, 
what I said to the Governor when he sent for me 
and asked about the Ouddaloro news. 

To-day is Friday; the constellation is Edhini 
and the moon is waxing. On this auspicious day, 
Rtmdji, the goldsmith, brought the now soal to 
Mahtrlja E^lja Srt Govornor MahSrdjS Avargal. 
He has made it like the old one but with new titles 
out on it. As it has been brought to the Governor 
at such an auspicious time, many now and strange 
things may be expected. Because this day is 
auspicious, the two letters written to Muhiunmad 
’AM Kh^n® and to Imlm SShib’s son were sealed with 
the new seal and despatched. 

The Governor’s titles are inscribed on the seal in 
Persian. They run, ‘Acknowledging the supremacy 
of the Emperor Muhammad ShSh, the Victorious in 
Battle, He who is called Monsieur Dupleix, the 
Governor-General of Pondicbery whose sway ex- 
tends over Hindustan®, renowned for his valour and 
success in arms.’ This seal has been used for the 
first time for the letters to Pdlfir Muhammad ’Ali 


^ Apparently missing. 

^ Brother of OhandA S&hib and fati|dar of P61dr« 
^ *.s., G-overnor of aB the We^ch in Ind|a. 
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KMn and ImSm S&hib’s son, Hasan ’AH KMn. 
THo inscription is the same as the old one with the 
addition ‘MnzaSar Jang BahMdr’ meaning *the 
valorous and successful in arms,’ 

Eight camels laden with ammunition were sent 
to Madras to-day with some Europeans and sepoys. 
It is said that they are being sent to bring back 
the silver that is there. 

Satwdayt March 18} — The news is that M. 
Delarohe®, M. Oayrefourg®, M. de Kerjean, and the 
priest, who went with the present to the JsTawSb, 
reached my garden at sunrise this morning with a 
dress of honour and a horse sent in return. They 
left the horse at the garden, and, as the Governor 
was in bed, came here at seven o’clock, gave the 
dress of honour to me and wont home. As soon as 
the Governor rose, I told him about this. Then M. 
do Kerjean called me and said, ‘ When we went to 
Arcot by way of Perumukkal, Muttu MalM Reddi 
entertained M. Delarche and gave many presents. 
He complained that you were harbouring the poligar 


1 8th Pauguni, Akshaya. 

® Son of a captain in the French service and of a Creole mother. 
Popteix describes him as almost faultless save for his vanity, * vice ordin- 
aire de Tenfant de Tlnde.’ He knew Persian, and married an Armenian 
woman. Onlfern, pp 49, 60 j Oj, ani& ii. 326. 

* Surgeon-Major of Pondichery. Oultiu, p. 44. European Surgeons 
(more or less qualified) plajed a considerable part in the diplo- 
macy of those days. One need only mention the exploits of Manuooi 
and the fact may be recalled that Bupleix maintained a correspondence 
witJh Delhi by means of a French deserter who had set up as burgeon in 
ordinary to the Moghul. 



12 


TSS mart OS' 


[IfAt. IS, 


of llatttr, stopping his letters to the fiovornor and 
Oounoil and imprisoning his pooplo. J!. Dt-larclje 
replied that he would go to the Governor and do this 
and that. Then we went on to Arcot.’ 

While we were talking of those icattm, the 
Governor came up and asked what wo were talkuig 
about. Thereupon M. deKerjean told hinn what is 
written above, about the presents given to M. 
Delarche by Muttu MalE Keddi at Perumukkal, Ms 
complaints and M. Deiaroho’a reply. 1 then said, 
‘ Muhammad Tavakkal told me, when he was here 
before, that M. Delarche had asked him to get him a 
sword, and, when he went to Ai’oot, the title of 
Sikandarl KhSn and a munsub of two or three hun- 
dred horse ; and to ask the NawSb and others to give 
him special presents for himself. 1 told Muhammad 
Tavakkal that you would not object if presents wore 
given according to a man’s deserts, but that other- 
wise you would be displeased. Ho then said he 
would not do what M. Delarche asked, but would put 
him off with promises. M. Delai’che however has 
done just as he pleased while he was at Arcot. Com- 
pare the dress of honour ana the horse that he bias 
brought for you with those that he has brought for 
himself. He boasted at Perumukkal and made 
people believe that there was no one like him, and 
all to get something more out of them.’ 

1 Alexander, ‘the viotorions.’ Delarche's name wm Mmri 
Alexandre. 
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The Governor said angrily, before M. de Kerjean, 
‘ If anybody asked bira, he should have said that 
such matters did not oonoern him and so departed. 
What business has he to make such answers ? Let 
him come and speak to me about it and you shall see 
what I will say to him.’ 

At four o’clock this afternoon, I and the Euro- 
peans, M. Barth61emy,^ and M. Duquesne,® together 
with the Poligar® went to the garden with music, to 
fetch the presents, the dress of honour and the horse 
which had been left there. The dress of honour and 
the presents for Madame wex’e placed in the palankin 
and the big black horse was led in front of it. Eleven 
guns wero fired when we entered the gates, and 
fifteen guns wore fired from the Port, when the dress 
of honour was presented to the Governor. When 
the presents were examined, it was found that the 
horse was black,* lame and old, and the dress of 
honour was old and worn, and not worth even a cash, 
Madame’s [presents] were also old. When he had 
seen them, the Governor asked if there was any 


^ Louis Barth^lexny was the son of a Hontpellxer merchant. He 
entered the Company’s service in 1728, and at this time he was of the 
Fondiohery Oonnoil, after serving in Bengal. In 1746 he was second at 
Madras under d’ffispr^m^nil, and, when the latter retired to Fondiohery, 
became chief there ; font refused to remain when he was superseded by 
Faradis* He married a daughter of Dulaurens. Jktat gSnSral des Mmjloyis 
BW 1750 (Hinxst^re des Colonies, 0® 15) j Weber, pp. 466, 467 ; 0/,, 
under date Jtuly 15. 

® Bnsign 17S5 i Hentenant 1738 j appointed captain in 1748. 

^ An of6,oial corresponding with the Feddu H4yak at Madras, who is 
also sometimes referred to by the same title. He maintained a body of 
peons and was supposed to prevent, or pay compensation for, robberies. 

^ ODherefore inauspicious. 
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present for me. M. Delarclm said there was, but 
he gave it neither to the Governor nor to me. 
Thereupon the Governor, having viewed the pre- 
sents, said angrily to M. Delarche, * You had better 
take away the present you have brought. What do 
you mean by bringing mo such things P Take thorn 
away.’ Then they all dispersed. 

My present has not been given to mo nor has 
any letter from the Nawdb been given along with 
the presents to the Governor. When asked why 
this was, he said that it would come latfT. On 
account of what was going forward at Fort St. 
David, M. Delarche and the other Europeans grow 
alarmed and fled, without getting any letters from 
the Nawflb and Sampdti Rko — as women say, they 
ran away with nothing but wliat they had on. 

Sunday, Mardh 19 } — As it was the feast day of 
M. Dupleix,® the troops were paraded at four 
o’clock this morning and volleys and great guns 
were fired. 

M. Delarche, who returned from Arcot yesterday, 
said to the Governor, * I saw Husain Sfihib and 
asked him to get us a grant of the four villaj^s of 
Bdrumi,mpakkam, Pfltturai, Odiyampattu [ ] 

as he had promised. He replied that when affairs 
were settled, and after we had promised not to 
attack Fort St. David, the Arcot troops were with- 

1 9tJi Panguni, j^kshaya* 

2 March 19 is the Veast of St. Joaeph, and m> Cttplai*’ naae-da^, 

0} f stiipfa/, 336. 
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dra'virn ; and lie asked how we could attack it after 
that ; but, he said, if onr troops were withdrawn 
now, he would get ns a grant of the four villages. 
Muhammad Tavakkal added that Ranga Pillai had 
declared that Port St. David would not be attacked.’ 
The Governor said, ‘ Rangappan can never have setid 
so, for he would have asked my permission first.* 
So saying, he called me and questioned me about 
the matter. I replied, * I know nothing about it. 
When Muhammad Tavakkal was here, Husain 
S^hib wrote to him to try and prevent the French 
from attacking Fort St. David. I said that it was 
no use discus.sing the matter, for you woxild not 
listen to anything, but that you and the English 
must settle your disputes as you pleased. He 
replied that he did not mind what was done after he 
had gone, but that no attack should be made before. 
Madandnda Pandit and Pir Muhammad, Muhammad 
Tavakkal’s man, were both present and heard this 
and I reported it to you at once.’ The Governor 
said it was true. 

I then added, ‘ When M. Delarohe went to Nawdb 
Mahfuz Khtn and Muhammad ’All KhSn, when they 
were at the Kondfir Tope with the English, they 
asked him not to attack the English at Fort St. 
David. He replied that the French could do 
nothing except with orders from Europe and that 
they could say nothing of themselves. Did not M. 
Delarche tell you about it at the time ? ’ When I 
^d thus, the Governor said that it was true, and^ 
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turning to M. Delarclie said, ‘ Did you not tell me 
then what had taken place ? ’ He replied, * True, this 
matter was discussed when the English were in 
camp and when I was there. I told you what I 
said, I do not know what has happened since.’ 
The Gorernor answered, ‘ But I know all about it. 
Eangappan would never say such a thing. But I 
do not know what Muhammad Tavakkal might 
have said to get out of a difficulty. He is a poor 
creature, a drunkard, and says whatever comes into 
his hot head.’ 

Further, I received a letter from Vakil Subbayyan. 
It said, ‘ When M. Delarohe was here with Husain 
S^b, Muhammad Tavakkal said that yon had told 
him that the French would not attack Fort St. 
David. M. Delarch o then asked contemptuously 
what right you had to say so and said it was no 
business of yours. He also boasted that no business 
could be done without him. I showed the letter 
to the Governor, and told him what M. Delarohe 
had said at Aroot. He grew very angry with M. 
Delarohe, sent for him and said, ‘ What do you mean 
by talking like this ? What right have you ? ’ He 
replied, * I never said anything of the sort. I was 
talking Persian, and how came he to know it ? I 
do not know why he should write thus. I assure 
you, I never said anything of the kind.' 

To-day a letter was written to Husain Sdhib as 
follows. 


1 Ijiterallj, * Without him there is uo other world/ 
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‘ We never break our word, and always perform 
our promises. The Ouddalore people stopped nine 
Frenchmen coming from Arcot and took six of them 
prisoners. Again, the detachment marching from 
KHrikdl was molested and three stragglers seized. 
Moreover, our villages of Alisap^kkam and Tim* 
mayappa N%akkanpdlaiyam were plundered and 
burnt. Can they do as they please while we must 
remain quiet without doing anything ? Is it 
well for you to allow them to act thus while we 
and you are friends ? Will you give them the 
necessary orders or shall we do as we think best ? ’ 
We sent this letter by a messenger on a camel, 
with a present of ten rupees. 

I received a letter this afternoon, from G6p§,la- 
krishna Ayyan of Madras, saying, ‘ You will have 
learnt everything from my letter of yesterday. Two 
English ships are now anchored out at sea. A 
hundred soldiers and twenty-five Ooffrees who were 
on board the ship here were landed at sunrise 
to-day and sent to Pondichery this evening. They 
say that the goods on the English ship that was 
captured some time ago will be landed to-morrow. 
At St. Thomas’ Mount [ J ^ certain English soldiers, 
who have been writing the news of this place 
to Fort St. David, intended to escape thither; 
but their letters were intercepted and, the night 
before last, a detachment was sent to seize them. 
When they reached the place, three Englishmen 


1 A word or two seem to have been omitted here* 
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escaped but oue was captured and put in prison. 
Tbe Frencli spared all the Tamils’ houses at the 
Mount but destroyed all the English houses, by 
piling up bundles of sti^aw and setting fire to them ; 
and having seized all the goods there, came back.' 
You should know this. Also, JKS,machandra Pandit 
has obtained permission to remove Sankara Ayyar’s 
sandalwood and other small goods and has been 
carrying them out since yesterday. All the goods 
of Mkki Chetti and Tj^gappa Ohetti have been 
removed. Tutenague and a thousand pagodas’ worth 
of other goods belonging to LSlSp^ttai Tfini Chetti 
have been carried away by his man T§.nappan. It 
is said that permission has been given to remove 
260 candies of alum belonging to a K8mutti. The 
SunguvS,rs* have been allowed to remove their chests, 
looking glasses and so forth and their men are 
taking them out. Permission is given readily to all 


de Nazelle (p. 84) writes as tHoughi the plunder of %h» 

English villas at the Mount and the plunder of villages in the Aroot 
Country had been carried out at the same time by one erpeditiont under 
Mainville and Eloissao. However La Yillebague who mentions the second 
under Mainville, does not refer to the first {Mem, poitr La 

just. No* ooxxx) 5 and Foubert, who gives a full description of the 
first under Floissac^ says nothing of the second (BSfwtatiom des /eif# 
im^uUs au Sieur Qod&heu^ 1764, p, 96)* Moreover if two Operations 
had been carried out at the same time, it must have been much earlier 
than March, tor the Aroot villages must have been plundered b^ore peace 
was made with the Nawfib* Captain Hopkins, the man who was made 

Feb 27 

prisoner, was at the Mount on when the Fort St* David Ooun- 

March 10 

©a wrote to him to collect 1,000 poligars* peons for the defence of fort 
St. David (JSbrf 8t, David Cons, Feb. 27, 1747). That doubtless was the 
reason for Duplelr’ action in burning the English villas, which mm 
bitterly resented by the owners. 

2 A Telugu f amfiy name. 
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•who ask. This should be known to you. RS,nia- 
chandra Pandit says to others, “ See how goods are 
being carried away with no difficulty,” as if he 
knew nothing about it ; but nothing happens 
without his knowledge and he is at the bottom of 
everything. Yesterday a ship and a sloop were 
sighted and they are anchored out at sea. Some 
say they belong to the English and others that they 
do not.’ 

This evening, Mr. Hallyburton ’ of Fort St. David 
sent a letter to M. Law.® One of the peons who 
brought it was a Muhammadan who used frequently 
to go to Achin and was an acquaintance of the 
chobdar Muhammad Husain. He told the latter 
some Fort St. David news: — When the French 
attacked Fort St. David, the G-overnor and the rest 
were too alarmed to raise a finger. When the French 
seized and occupied the batteries, they became 
desperate and putting their property into masula- 
boats sent it up the mouth of the ParavaiySr as far as 
M^ttupllaiyam where it was put ashore. They had 
given up all hope. The fort would have fallen had 
the French advanced upon it. All the Tamil troops 
had fled. 

As soon as I reported this, the Governor told me 
to inquire about it.® I asked them both, and, having 
written out a oowle, sent it to Kaly&na Nt,yakkan. 

^ Jolm Hallyburton. See Love’s TesHgeSf ii. 332, 

® See below under date June 18. 

^ Trotn wbat follows, it appears that the desertion of the English 
peons is nreant. 
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What happened this evening is [ 

]• 

A copy of the oowle sent to KalySna N&yahkaii : 

‘March 19, 1747, By order of Ilis Highness 
the NawSb, Governor-General, M. Dupleix, Kh&n 
BahMdr Muzaffar Jang, I, Ananda Ranga Pillai, 
write this cowle in favour of KalyS,Da Ndyakkan. 
Whereas you are prepared to give up service at Fort 
St. David and tate service here, I write what will 
be paid you and your people and what will bo done 
for you. You shall be paid the same as a Command- 
ant of Mah4 sepoys, IJen of your people shall be 
paid for life the same as the Mah6 sepoys. A 
hundred others shall be paid for a year at the 
aforesaid rate, and the rest, 500 or even 1,000, as 
many as will follow you, shall be entertained for 
two or three months or so long we need them, and 
shall receive the usual pay. If any die in battle, 
their wives and children shall be under the care of 
one of their own people and they shall receive 
a pension so long as they live,’ Thus the oowle was 
written and sent, with this addition, ‘ You may trust 
our promise, and come and live here in happiness.’ 
This cowle was given at once, together with a gate 
pass, to two of their people at half-past nine to-night. 

I promised the two men a present of fifty 
pagodas if by means of the above- written cowle they 
broke up the Tamil soldiers at Fort St. David; and 
I gave them a present of ten rupees in advance. 
Moreover these two had already said that they would 
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bring over tbe Tamil soldiers at Fort St. David if 
a cowle were given in Kaly^na NSyakkan’s favour. 
I therefore told the Governor, and wrote and sent 
the cowle according to his orders. 

Monday, March SO } — The news of to-day 
is : — As yesterday was St. Joseph’s Feast, the 
Governor’s name-day, the Company’s merchants 
visited him to-day with a gold chain weighing fifty 
pagodas and two pieces of percullas. The Governor 
received them, gave them pS.n sup§.ri and sprinkled 
rosewater; and they offered their compliments. 
The Governor said that if the Councillors would 
only do as he wished, he would be able to act 
differently. They answered, ‘Bach of your victories 
means lakhs of profit to us.’ He said he would give 
a contract, this month or next, to set trade going. 
They replied , ‘ Sir, it is well ’; and so took their leaves. 
Whenever the merchants used to visit the Governor 
on this feast, they gave him two thousand pagodas 
and received an advance but as there is no contract; 
now, it remains to be seen what will be done. 

The mint people visited the Governor, as 
usual, with a gold chain weighing thirty pagodas 
and a roll of silk. As the washermen, the pressers, 
and potters paid no visit at the time when the 
Muhammadans came to make peace, I gave the 
washermen five mohurs and the other castes one 
mohur each, and introduced them to the Governor. 


* XOtli Pangnni, Akaliaya. ® i.e, for the Company’s investment. 
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Tuesday, Ma,rch 21?- — To-day, I got an andienoe 
for Salatu Venkat^cliala Chetti with the Governor. 
He had with him a gold chain of SO pagodas’ 
weight and said respectfully that he would exchange 
it later for one weighing 50 pagodas. The Governor 
said, ‘Neither your master nor any other of the 
Madras merchants has come here ; and the profit 
they have made by this is that they have lost their 
houses, money and valuables. They will see also 
what further happens.’ He answered discreetly, 
‘ My master has gone to Arcot about a law suit ; else 
he would have come.’ But without listening to him, 
the Governor replied angrily. 

Muhammad Tavakkal sent a letter to the 
Governor along with others to M. do Kerjean, M. du 
Bausset *, M. Delarcheand MadanS,nda Pandit, and a 
Telugu letter to me, along with a yak’s tail as a 
present from the ]S[awS,b. I delivered the letters 
and interpreted the Governor’s letter to him. It 
said, ' The Nawlb sent for me and said that he had 
heard that, after my departure, there had been a great 
fight between the French and the English, that the 
English men-of-war had come and that the French 
had retreated. He asked me if it was true. "When 
I said that I had not heard of it, he told me to 


^ llirh, Pang^uni, Akshaya. 

® la tlie time of Dumas, he ‘exobatiged the sword for the i^en/ lmt> 
aooordiug to Dupleix, he was of little use. JBfat QMna 
X760 (Ministfere des Colouies, 0® 16). However the latter mmed him as 
one o£ his attorneys in 1754* Cultrn, p. 49. 
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■write and find out. So this letter is written tliat 
the troops may he at once recalled if they have not 
already been. The four villages would have been 
granted if he had not heard the news about Fort 
St. David, and that is why they are still withheld. 
Niz^m has crossed the Kistna and reached S^van'lir 
and Bank^puram on this side. It is not known 
whither he is going next. A copy of the parwS.na 
sent by Ntsir Jang to Anwar-ud-din Kh§.n has been 
sent to Muhammad ’All KhS,n along with a flag and 
kettle-drums and so Muhammad ’All is being given 
nazars by all. This is the right time to send the 
hat you promised to Muhammad ’Alt Khtn. The 
Maratha army and BS.p6ji N&yakkan are halted at 
Mirasi and his younger brother App^ji Ntyakkan 
has visited Nizlm and is marching along with him.’ 

On hearing this, the Governor said, ‘ It is false 
that a parwtna has been received from NSslr Jang ; 
but still write politely that I am delighted and that 
if he will read my letter to Husain S&hib he will 
understand why our army was assembled before 
Port St. David. Write to Muhammad ’Ali Khln 
congratulating him on having received the kettle- 
drums and saying that a hat is being sent. Also 
write to Muhammad Tavakkal that, as he has 
received the title of * Salik DMd Khl.n,’ and as his 
seal has only ‘ Muhammad Tavakkal ’ on it, we have 
noade and are sending him a new seal. Ask him to 
use it always and to send as soon as he can a par- 
wSna for the four villages.’ Accordingly I wrote 



24 


ms DUUY or 


[Nab, si, 


a letter and sent it to Muhamnaad Tavakkal. Accord- 
ing to the Governor's orders also, E sent Muham- 
mad ’Alt KMn a gold-laced hat with a red plume 
together with a letter of congratulations. 1 also 
wrote to Muhammad Tavakkal and Muhammad ’All 
Kh&n about the yak’s tail sent to me and other 
matters. 

The Governor sent for me at eight o’clock to- 
night and said that the headman of the Pallia* had 
presented a petition saying, ‘ Eanga Pillai has ap- 
pointed VirS. N^yakkan headman of the Pallis. We 
will not obey him. If orders are given to provide 
so many men, we will be ready with them. At the 
victory of Mylapore we fought like good sepoys ; but 
instead of taking us into service, Eanga Pillni sent 
for Ylrl NSyakkan, who was formerly banished for 
thievery and with the help of the poons under him 
got certain things done. We know this. Wo have 
amongst us five hundred trained match-look people.’ 
The Governor gave me this frivolous petition telling 
me to read it, and said, * They say that you sent for 
Virli Myakkan who was banished for his crimes 
and appointed him chief of the Pallis. Should you 
do so? They have presented thm petition, 
Eanga Pillai, and whatever the need msy be, YIri 
Ni-yakkan cannot he appointed thsir head.’ 

I said, * Sir, he pleased to hear.’ — ‘ Well, go on,* 
he said. So I continued, ‘ Ton ordered me to tell 

^ A low caste, engaged, prindpally in agiri<mltxs!ee* Bee 
Qa^s pp. <&c. 
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the Nayinlr^ to get a hundred peons. I sent 
for him and told him to do so. He replied 
1h.at he could not, and that he would continue to 
serve if permitted or else give up his post. Then 
he disappeared for a whole day. I sent for him and 
asked him where the five hundred trained match- 
lock people were, explaining that he would not have 
to pay them himself but that I would get the usual 
pay from the Company, whilst he would have the 
credit of having raised 100 men and you would not 
grow angry at their not having been supplied. In 
spite of all I said, he still replied that he could not 
do anything and told me to send for NaUatambi, Appu 
and Pichchakuppan (the headmen of the Pallis), and 
for Savari, and ask them. So I sent for the Palli 
headmen together with Savari and told them to 
choose out of the 500 trained match-lock men, 100 
to be enlisted and paid by the Company, so 
that they might earn a good name and that you 
might regard them as men capable of service in time 
of need. I said this to make them understand 
the urgency of the matter, but in spite of it they 
answered that no men could possibly be had. There- 
on I told them that they must not say so, that they had 
promised to supply five hundred men whenever 
needed, and that, if now they refused to find the 
hundred men I asked for, you would get angry and 

^ TKe chief of the Company’s peons. This affords an example of a 
man’s name bsingr transferred to his office. The ‘ A^ramplttai * is anothej^ 
case of the same thing. 
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insist on five liundred being found (else vrhj sbould 
so mucb ammunitiori have been ■wasted ?). To this 
they answered that some had gone to Madras, some 
toK§,rikdl, Fort St. David, Cuddaloreand elsewhere 
and that none were to be found. In spite of all I 
could say, they went away declaring that none could 
be had. I then sent for Savari, the dog-catcher, 
and reminded him that he had promised, if he were 
entertained, to furnish a hundred people whenever 
wanted, and asked him to collect them. But ho 
gave me the same answer at their inBt%ation. If 
I had told you all this when you were about to 
attack Fort St. David, you would have got angiy 
and asked why I could not arrange to supply a 
hundred men, and how in this big town this man 
and that could refuse to furnish them. Therefore 
lest you should call me a useless man, I sent for 
Vir^ N&yakkan and the llattilr Poligar, and got 
ready two hundred men. You then wanted three 
hundred and they were furnished. They were given 
muskets and sent with Vir& N&yakkan to attack 
Port St. David. When 1 told you about this, you 
merely said, “"Very well.” As soon as news was 
received about the fight, and the retreat from the 
batteries, I told you about it and who had wrif^n 
the news. In spite of all this, they are now peti- 
tioning you.’ 

The Governor answered, * True ; is his son still 
living outside the town P ’ I said, * Yes, for when 
Muhammad Tavakkal asked for his pardon, ^ou 
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said lie was a thief and could not he admitted. But 
it was on jour orders that I asked his father and 
his family to come here ’ So saying [ 

Thursday, March — The Governor sent for 

me this morning and said, ‘Yesterday you gave me 
a bill of exchange for 30,000 rupees from Tarwadi 
on Gunthr BMu Chetti of Madras. Write an order to 
M. Dulaurens, and I will sign it.* So I wrote, and 
got it signed and gave it to Guntflr Bdlu Chetti. 
He gave it to M. Dulaurens who examined it and 
gave 32,240 rupees — 32,000 [s?e] for the bill, and 
240 rupees for the cost of remittance. 

M. Le Noutre, son of La Morandifere,® was recent- 
ly sent to Porto IS ovo with orders to accompany the 
KarikM detachment. Instead of marching along 
with them by way of Villiyanallhr, Soran^vCur, Surap- 
phr and V enkatdmp^ttai, he went by way of Ariy&n- 
kuppam and Marikrishn^puram to Tiruv^ndipuram, 
skirting the Bound-hedge of Port St. David, and 
meaning to join the detachment when it reached 
Bhuvanagiri, and accompany it to Chidambaram. 
But the Bnglish, learning that he had gone by way 
of Tiruv^ndipuram, pursued him, so that he had to 
fly as far as the banks of the VellS,r. As by then 
the detachment had crossed the river and reached 
Chidambaram, the English who had halted on this 
side of the river returned, and afterwards M. Le 


» ISth Pimgrani, Abshaya. 

s NicoJas d 0 La Morandi^re was an old servaint of the Oom^agwk^ 
but nerer rose higher than Boek-keepeta He died in X735* 
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Noutre went to Porto Novo. As he ha4 left his 
goods, chests and. cot behind him on the "way, the 
English on their return from the Vell&r found these 
things had been seized by the customs people at the 
E^m§.puram barrier south of Ouddalore, and they 
carried four chests, some women’s cloths and a cot 
into Fort St. David. The news arrived here the 
day after the detachment left for Kfirik&l, and it 
was said that the boxes and goods were those that 
had gone along with the detachment. I reported it 
at once to the Governor. As M. Le Nootre had lost 
his goods and also chests containing rupees to a 
considerable amount, he remained at Porto Novo 
in great agitation of mind. He was moreover 
alarmed and perplexed by rumours that were sprejid 
there that 2,500 Moghul horse were coming to the 
help of Fort St. David, that four or five thousand 
people had disembarked from the ships* lately ar- 
rived, and that ten to twenty more ships were 
expected. When he heard these things, Le Nootre 
believed them to be true, became greatly alarmed and 
lost all his senses and courage. Fearing that he 
would not be safe if he remained at Porto Novo, he 
returned thence and arrived to-day, having gone 
farther about than the detachment did. He at once 
reported to the Governor all that had befallen him 
on his journey and at Porto Novo, the capture of 
his goods and chests by the English peons, the 

^ Probably Griffin’s sccuadji’on wMoK reached fort St, Datid 
and did aotnally land men for tlie defence ol the place» 
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rumours at Porto Novo, Ms fear of remaining there, 
his escape by a round-about way and Ms arrival at 
Pondiohery. 

When he heard this story, the Governor was 
too angry to contain Mmself, and sent for me. 
When I went, he related everytMng to me, laughed 
with scorn, and turning to M. Le Noutre said,' Are 
you the son of a Frenchman ? Are you quite a fool ? 
Did not Mahfuz Kh^lu go to Trichinopoly with only 
200 horse because the horsemen were crying for 
their pay and refused to follow Mm ? How could you 
expect them, when they were threatened by a flood 
of Marathas and had no cavalry to defend the 
passes ? Don’t you know all this ? Even if they did 
come, what could they have done to you at Porto 
Novo? K they had seized you, don’t you know what 
I should have done ? And even if you had been 
seized and killed, would the whole kingdom have 
been turned to ashes ? How dare you, the son of a 
Frenchman, stand before me and speak thus, even 
» though it had all been true ? But as you were bom 
in India, you have no courage.’ Moreover, having so 
said, he added with great anger, ‘ Get out of my 
presence, go He went near him four or five times 
as though he were going to beat or kick him. He 
looked so very angry that I thought he was sure to 
beat him ; but he refrained, as the other was a 
Frenchman and of a good family. If a Tamil said 
such things, I am sure the Governor would hang 
him on the spot. I cannot describe his anger 



TSS DtASt OP 


Uae. 


So 


against Le Noutre to-day and tlie reproaches ho . 
made him. So I have written it but briefly. 

I sent Appivu and VirS NAyakkan to meciu 
S^sh^dfi Pillai of Chingleput and bring him in. 
They met him and brought him in at noon. What 
he has come about is as follows : — When, the French 
. attacked Fort St. David, they entered the bounds, 
seized the batteries and were about to attack the 
Fort, when ten ships arrived and the French there- 
upon retreated. While these were the facts, it was 
rumoured at Chingleput that the GoverncMr and 
others, myself included, had gone ; that, when wo 
entered the bounds, they had set fire to cartridges 
hidden under powder mines and strawrioks on both 
sides of the road, that the Governor and J,600 
French had been killed ; that KAriktl had been seiz- 
ed and Pondiohery surrounded. Another rumour 
was that, though the Governor and I had not gone, 
nearly a thousand persons bad been killed, 
JKSnkS,! captured, and Pondichery surrounded. 
Hearing this, Sfishidri Pillai came here in order to 
fetch his children home without himself entering 
the town. On his way, he requested TTyy&l S^hk- 
chala Myakkan to be ready with palankinS, 
dhoolies and men for bis ohildxen' But OJU big 
arrival he found the reports all false. 

March — A translation of a letter 

written by Odp^lakrishna Ayyan from hfodras on 
March 21 : 


^ Pao^ani, Akslw^lb, 
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‘ The goods on the Europe ship^ consist of 250 
candies of copper, 25 chests of mercury, 45 chests 
of borax, 15 bales of broad-cloth and wine, etc. At 
ten o’clock to-night the captain of the English ship 
which anchored out at sea the night before last, 
sailed nearer the ships which lie anchored in the 
roads. Thereupon the captain fired four guns — and 
he ^ sailed back to his former position. This should 
be known to you. 

‘ Of the 42 chests of silver landed from the ship, 
two have been carried to Mylapore by Guntfir 
Venkanna Ohetti’s son, Elm&njulu, and Malmand^ 
K^sava Nayakkan, with the help of B^machandra 
Pantulu, tobe coined into rupees and brought back. 
This should be known to you. I will write about 
other matters later on. 

‘M.de La Touche ® says that he will take the 
letters for Europe when he goes in eight days* time. 
Of the goods in the town some have been sent 
northward in some ships on the petition of Jayanti 
Mmanna and Rteiaohandra Pantulu and some 
have been carried out with the help of dublsh 
Nallatambi and R&machandra Pantulu. Certain 
matters are being done very freely. When we 
compare what is done now and how matters were 


^ I suppose, tlie Princess AmeUa, 

® Presumably the captain of th^ English ship. 

® I am not clear as to which La Touche this was ; there were two 
families, as well as a third called indifferently *La Tour’ and ‘La Touohe’j 
but I think Banga Pillai means the Company’s servant, Galliot de La 
^ouchoj son of the late Mastef Attendant at Pondioherjr. 
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managed by Kandappan, it is plain that such things 
used to be done less freely. He behaved -with great 
caution. Under him, some profited while others 
were accused. This is all that has happened. Write 
of yonr welfare and what is happening with yon, 
and how I should act.’ 

This is the news contained in the letter received 
from Madras to-day, and those who wish to know 
it may read it. It surprises me that, though such 
a town as Madras has newly fallen into our hands, 
yet no intelligent and suitable man has been appoint- 
ed to guard and keep it in order. As the master of 
Pondiohery does not know how to govern properly, 
and will hear no advice, the town is going to ruin ; 
and not only are the town and its inhabifeints being 
ruined, but the Governor, M. Dupleix, has brought 
disgrace on himself in more ways than one. Firstly, 
whatever he does of himself, he does wrongly, for 
he always acts without talcing advice. Secondly, 
his wife wants to share in the government. In 
order to gain power and influence she has been 
forward in sending messengers to the merchants at 
Madras. She has sent thither two thieves, Pfippana 
Pillai and Venkata B4o, a Br^man, thus using 
her power in order to make money. Thirdly, the 
master of Madras ^ is deaf. He can understand 

^ Duval d*Espr4inSiii]j lirother of the Duval d© Deynt who heoatn© 
O'oveinior of Pondiohery, and son of d’BJspr^m^nil, the Director of tha 
Company. He is stated to have been bom at Pondiohery j in 374S he 
mamed Anne Christine Pran 90 ise Vmoens sixth child of Hadatne Dupleix 
by her first husband, he was olpef at Madya^ for % short tjme m end 
^gainin 1747* 
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nothing unless it is given to him in writing. As he is 
the son of a rich man, he does not know that it is 
very difficult to make money. As he has not a cash 
and is eager to get money by the basketful, he will 
do whatever he is asked, for the promise of a cash or 
two. He has never lived in the realm of intelli- 
gence. He does not know how to conduct business 
and has never learnt how to exercise authority. 
Ignorance lives in him. Not only has such a man 
been appointed, but his wife also would try to get 
fibre out of a stone and would handle even a green 
snake.^ Speak of money to her and she will stick 
at nothing. She exercises all authority. Moreover 
there is no proper dubash to manage affairs. There 
is only K3,maohandra Ayyan, a Maratha Brahman 
who was sent there to serve in the Beach office,^ and 
he is assisted by dubdsh Nallatambi of Tanjore — 
a man who has never seen the face of a cash and 
lives by picking up cheroot ends. What wonder that 
the town is ruined when these people are together ? 
Any one of these evil men would ruin the country ; 
but when three or four are joined together, what 
may not happen ? Any wise man can see. I cannot 
write at full length, so I have written but briefly. 

If the Governor had told me to manage the 
affairs of Madras, I would have advised him what 
to do, and have written to the merchants and others 
there to do nothing without orders from here ; 

^ Hanga Pillai’s affection for Madame Dupleix overflows into praiso pf 
her daughter. 

^ in the Sea Onstom^. 
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aotliing should have been done without orders 
But if I tell the Governor that certain things shoulc 
be done, and write accordingly, the people thert 
and his wife here, who are moved by selfisl 
motives, write differently. As he listens to his wife 
he tells me not to interfere, and says, ‘ Let us 8e< 
what Madame advises.’ He makes no propei 
enquiries ; nothing is done properly. Such conduci 
brings no profit either to the Company or to th< 
Governor. The merchants lose their hard-®irnec 
money, and the Governor his reputation. Seeing 
that he cannot govern properly the town in whicl 
he lives, how can he be expected to govern a distani 
and important town like Madras ? The wide wil 
understand. I cannot give details, so I hav< 
written but a little. 

This evening a packet came firom Mahd, having 
been twelve days on the way ; but its contents ar< 
not known. 

Ignace, who has been to Ch^tpattu and Qingee, 
has been sent back with some Company’s peons and 
a letter pardoning the French and other Europeans 
who have deserted to those places. I gave him alsc 
twenty rupees. I also wrote a similar letter ol 
pardon to Ldvy and sent it by a peon. 

This evening I and M. Changeac^ went for 
a drive to Muttayya Pillai’s garden. We reached it 


^ Ensign in 1740 , now a lieutenant. Eanga Pillai Itas already re* 
corded a onrions story of Hs insubordination, ii. 70 I think he xnttsl 
have been a son of the Captain Ohangeao who w£^ killed at Mahi in J720, 
du Cona Stmv, ii. 104.) 
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nearlj half an hour after sunset. A burning star, 
as long as a palmyra tree, fell from the north-east 
towards the south-west. I cannot describe its 
brightness. It was as bright as the full moon. 
M. Ohangeao, who was with me, said, ‘ This fore- 
bodes a rebellion in which many will die or the 
death of ISTaw^b Anwar-ud-dln Kh^n.’ — ‘ Do 
Europeans believe such things?’ I asked. He 
replied, ‘ Such predictions are always fulfilled.’ 

I will now write what happened at eight o’clock 
last night. 

Two letters were received, one from our Vakil 
Subbayyan at Arcot and the other from Nawfib 
Anwar-ud-dln Khdn, at eight o’clock on the evening 
of Thursday, the 23rd of this month. The Naw&b’s 
letter said that the presents of cloths, etc., sent by 
M. Delarche, M. de Kerjean, M. Oayrefourg, a 
priest [ ] and Muhammad Tavakkal had 

been received according to the list, that a dress of 
honour and a horse had been sent to the G-overnor 
and that other matters would be related by the 
Europeans who would soon arrive. This letter was 
not taken by M. Delarche, M. de Kerjean and others 
when they left the place, because, though the 
munshi had been ordered to write it, yet, before it 
was ready, the Fort St. David news arrived and 
they, fearing what would happen to them, ran 
away. So it was left behind. Subbayyan has sent 
it on and relates what took place at Arcot after 
M. Delarche and the others left. ‘ It was rumoured 
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here that the French had attacked Fort St. David, 
entered the hounds and seized the English batteries, 
but that the English had returned to the fight and 
slain a thousand Frenchmen, while the English fleet 
had captured K&rikdl and come to Fort St. David 
to land 10,000 Coffrees, English and Rajputs, that at 
once the remainder of the French troops had fled to 
Pondichery, that the English had seized Ariy&n- 
kuppam, surrounded Pondichery, and resolved to 
attack the French by sea, and that Pondichery 
could not hold out long against them. Nawib 
Anwar-ud-din Khi,n, Husain Sihib and others sent 
for me aud asked if the news was true. I said it 
was false. They had sent ten pallas’ of wheat to 
Pondichery but would not have done so if the 
nows had reached them before ; as the news of the 
defeat only reached them after it was despatched, 
they resolved to send a man to Perumukkal and 
the neighbouring places to stop it. Only after the 
camel people returned, did they recover their peace 
of mind. Husain SS-hib was very glad to receive 
his letter. Besides this Muhammad 'Ali KhSn 
S&hib and Nawflb Anwar-ud-diu Kh&n forbade help 
being sent to the English. Muhammad ’All EhSn 
means to go to Oonjeeveram. Niz4m-ul-mnlk has 


^ The Palla, according to Wilson’s Qlmary was only 10 xnaricils (at 
Pondichery 600 mark&ls = 1 garse) ; this howeTer wonld giro a smaller 
quantity than the context seems to indicates the measure referred to 
be one of the Deccan pallas^ which are given as 266 lbs, an^ 665 Ihi* 
See Rennet’s Bendy Asaistmt (Hadras, 1866}* 
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come this side of the Kistna.’ He also wrote about 
our trading affairs. 

I thought I had best not tell all this to the 
Goyernor, but only the contents of the Nawab’s 
letter. After hearing it, he asked whether the vakil 
or my gumastas had sent no other news. When 
he asked this, I feared to say nothing, and told him 
vfhat Subbayyan had written, as related above. 
When he heard this, there was no limit to bis 
anger, and he asked me why I had not told him. 
I replied, ‘ You ordered me once not to repeat such 
news, so I said nothing about it.’ But, without 
abating his anger, he said, ‘Why should I send a 
hat to Muhammad ’Ali Kh§,n ? It is not to be sent.’ 
I replied, * The hat and the letter were sent off this 
morning. They will have gone a long way by now. 
What can be done ?’ — ‘ I don’t think so,’ he said ; ‘ I 
will give a pass to have the gates opened now. 
Send a peon to bring them back.’ He said very 
angrily, ‘Muhammad ’All Khfi.n, who wishes to 
attack us, may offer terms for himself. Write to 
Husain Sthib that we will attack Arcot, and send 
to the choultry ^ Husain SIhib’s son-in-law who has 
come here. But as you and the Muhammadans are 
very close friends and as you do much business in 
their country, you will not dare to put him in prison. 


^ The Choultry, at Pondiohery as at Madras, was a ouBtom-honse 
for goods brought iu from the country, a court of first instance, and a 
prison* 
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I will send for the choultry writers and order them 
to take him to prison.’ He said all this with great 
anger and told me to write a letter to that effect. 
But I replied, ‘ What reason have we to write so ? 
They will think we are afraid if wo write that we 
will attack them. We should not write so.* — 
‘ What should we write then ? ’ ho asked. I 
answered, ‘M. Belarche says that they have pro- 
mised a grant of the four villages on condition that 
the troops sent against Fort St. David are recalled. 
If we write, pressing them to fulfil this proimse, it 
win be better.’ His anger subsided when I said 
this ; he became calm ; and a letter was written to 
Husain Sthib as follows : 'We have sent a hat for 
Muhammad ’Ali KhSn. Let him wear it and may 
our friendship become like the friendship of 
brothers.’ I was also to write for the grant of the 
four villages that he had promised. A letter of 
compliment was also written to Muhammad *AU 
Khan saying that a hat had been sent for him. 
These letters were written and sealed, and a letter 
was also sent to Subbayyan. Another letter was also 
written to Muhammad Tavakkal. In the letter to 
Hussdn S^hib it was also said, ' False rumours are 
being spread from the government of Muhammad 
’Ali Kh§n. If this continues, it is well,^ — we are 
prepared for whatever may happen. What is 
broken cannot be made whole again; and as we have 
come to an agreement by your means, you must 
look to its maintenance.’ 
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If the G-oyernor grows angry at what is done 
under Ms government, it is difficult to transact 
business. TMngs are settled somehow, but it gives 
great trouble to those who work under him. 

[Sunda^l, March 26 } — A hundred Mah4 sepoys 
arrived from Madras at seven o’clock to-night with 
eight camels bringing goods from Madras; two 
of these were laden with cannon. We heard 
the day before yesterday that a camel had fallen 
down as they were passing by Alatthr, which is 
10 miles the other side of Sadras. So I sent a 
letter to a person there with fifteen rupees for 
the hire of bullocks to carry the goods here, 

S6sh§.dri Pillai set out for Ohingleput at two 
o’clock this afternoon, that being an auspicious 
hour. Thence he proposes to go to Madras to see 
Muttayya Pillai about P^p^’s^ marriage ; if the 
latter agrees, it is well, and if not, he is to seek 
some other suitable person and bring him, I too 
went as far as Nainiya Pillai’s choultry, bade him 
farewell and returned. 

In spite of the operation performed on his right 
eye three j ears ago, M, Elias* has grown no better ; 
but this afternoon in the third watch Alattfir 
Pachchai NSyakka Mudali and his nephew performed 
an operation on the left eye, and the eye was 
bandaged. It is said he is better already. 


^ X6fch Panguni, Akshaya. 

® Banga Pillai’s daughter. 

3 An Armenian long settled at Pondiohery, and the father-in-law of 

Delaroh^* 
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Monday, March 27 } — ^This morning T reported to 
the Governor that there were 30 of the V^^tta- 
valam poligarS men, and about 500 of Venkata 
Reddi’s and Sivanaga Reddi’s sepoys with some 
matchlookmen ; that another poligar had lately come 
with a hundred men from Sijalavfir; that at a 
fanam a head, each cost four rupees a month ; that 
there were besides some native officers, and seven or 
eight horsemen, and that the Alattdr poligar was 
here with two hundred men ‘ Very well,’ said he, 
‘ give them a rupee each and send them off. But 
give two yards of broad-oloth as well to each 
horseman and matchlock fellow.’ So we gave a 
rupee each and the broad-oloth to all except the 
Alattdr poligar’s men and sent them away* The 
cost is written separately. They promised to 
depart early to-morrow and took their leave. More- 
over the Governor ordered me to send by them fitting 
gifts for their masters. 

Tuesday, March 28 } — This morning the Governor 
wrote a letter of compliment to His Highness Mah- 
fuz KhSn SS.hib, and ordered me to write and say 
he had received the dress of honour that Nawfib 
Anwar-ud-dln KhUn sent in return for the presents 
that were packed up and sent by some Europeans a 
time back. I sent the letter at day-break by two 
peons to Trichinopoly. 

When our European troops marched back to 
KlrikSl, one was left behind in the VenkatteipSttai 

* 18 tli PaaigiuKiy 


^ Pangmu, Akshaya 
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woods. I sent Muttu the head-peon and four others 
to fetch him. They brought him in this morning, at 
nine, in a dhooli. I was told that Muttu had bound 
the Olukarai watchman and beaten him with a 
slipper, for not bringing the man in. The Nayin^r 
confirming this, I scolded Muttu for doing so. 

The news from Cuddalore is as follows : — 150 
bales haye been sent from Fort St. David aboard a 
sloop ; another sloop is being laded ; since the last 
fight they have dismissed a hundred horsemen and 
a thousand sepoys ^ ; they are building large ram- 
parts round the fort, and are turning the course of 
the Gadilam so that it may flow south of the fort 
straight into the sea instead of bending away to the 
south-east.® Lmga Chetti and other Madras and 
Fort St. David merchants have been asked to buy 
the following goods from the Europe ships : — 250 
bales of broad-cloth, gold lace, chests of coral, mer- 
cury and red lead. Linga Ohetti is coining pagodas 
and rupees ’ at Cuddalore, which is crowded with 


^ The earliest inontion I find of the dismissal of peons is m the 
Fort St David Consultations of July 23, 1747, where it is stated that 860 
were dismissed on the I'^ch, O S 

^ This news seems highly antioipative. It was not resolved to 
make alterations in the defences until jq ' (Fort Si David, Gon- 

$ illations 1747) , and it was not till ^ that it was decided to 

tarn * the Tevenepatam iiver,’ which T suppose means the Gadilam, into 
a ditch round the foot of the glacis on the west and north. Ihd, 

® Linga Ohebti had b<=‘ou the contractor for the Madras mint ever 
since 1789 (Madras Pub Gom May 14, 1753.) As soon as the Britannia^s 
bullion was received at Fort St David, a mint was opened undei the old 
contractor 
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merchants and dubashes from Madras ; bat these 
have left their women and ohildron (dsowhero. The 
men-of-war that lately arrived are nndor Mr. Griffin 
Commodore, and Mr. Peyton is now under him also. 
There are altogether 1,500 men on board, — 300 
soldiers and the rest Muhammadan lasoara. They 
are building earthworks at the Bound-hedge and 
near the fort 

In order to discredit my reports, an East Indian 
woman from Cuddalore told Madame that there 
were no sepoys, and no guns in the works at the 
Bound-hedge, that the ship said to have come from 
Europe^ was only a country ship, and that my 
reports were quite false. She also told this story 
to the Governor. He always repeats at once j»mt 
what he hears. Believing her, ho sent for me, and 
said, ‘I hear that there are no guns on the outworks 
and no sepoys ; you said that the ship lately arrived 
came from Europe along with the one wo took at 
Madras; htit it is only a grain ship — so an East 
Indian woman from Cuddalore tells Madame, who 
made her repeat it to me. Your spy misleads you.’ — 
‘ I don’t believe her story to be true,’ said I, * but we 
shall see.’ And indeed all my reports proved true 
for when our troops attacked the place, they could 
not come near the walls for the guns ; three or four 
thousand sepoys made a sally from the fort ; and a 
letter from M. Barnewall at Cuddalore confirmed 


^ The Britwmm arrived on Maroh 5, 
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what I had said about the ship. This is an old 
business and I say little about it, but the Governor’s 
reputation has suffered by his believing stories 
like this. 

To-night at eight, as the Governor ordered, I sent 
to Madras the four elephants and the three camels 
(received from Taqi S4hib) with eight Company’s 
camels and twenty Mah<i sepoys to fetch silver.^ 

Wednesday^ March $9.^ — ^Venkatapati, the Com- 
pany’s peon, returned to-day from Fort St. David. 
He reported to me as follows : ‘I gave the letters to 
Mr. Hinde, Governor, and Mr. GriflBn Commodore, 
who sent me away, saying that an answer should be 
sent by a man of their own. The peons kept me 
for a time near the fort and then led me outside the 
Bound-hedge. They say that Mr. Morse is coming 
from Tranquebar, and some big gentlemen and 
soldiers have been sent to meet him. The day be- 
fore yesterday eleven ohelingas reached Fort St. 
David from Negapatam and Tranquebar with some 
English women, their children and baggage ®. Till 
now Cuddalore was undefended, but they are mount- 


^ 41 chests of silver were found on the Primess AmeUa, of which 
33 were carried to Pondichery. Conseil Sup4riet^r d la Gompagnie 
Kovember 30, 1747. (P.R.~-JVo. 7.) Of. p. 81, supra. 

^ 19th Panguni, Akshaya. ^ 

® The Dutch at Pulioat refused to receive English women and 
children from Madras , but the refugees from Fort St* David were shel- 
tered at Negapatam. Fort St David Council to the Company ^ October 17* 
1746. Le Kiohe wrote to Paradis, October 4, 1746, that three married 
women, two girls and seventeen children had arrived at Negapatam on a 
Dutch ship. — No. 88 ) 
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ing guns and posting soldiers, in order to protect the 
English women and children there.’ 

Thursday t March BO} — To-day JJAppu, the Com- 
pany’s peon, came back from Chi^tpattti with a let- 
ter. The six soldiers there will return, but Mir 
S^hib® has adranced them 26 rupees; that must bo 
paid and a letter written to him. 1 therefore sent 
Bappu and another peon back with the money and a 
letter. The G-ovornor also sent a letter to the Com- 
mander. 

It is said that when Nizdm went to Sayan&r and 
Bank^pnram, the Nawi,bs of Kandanftr, Cuddapah 
and Adoni visited him and then returned home. 
NS^slr Jang is said to have gone to Aurangabad, bat 
men doubt whether Asaf Jiih will move against 
Mysore or Aroot. This news came in a camp letter 
from the vakil of Miy^n SS-hib of Perumukkal, and 
he told me. I told this to the Governor, and he 
asked, ‘Why have not the Arcot people visited 
Niztm-ul-mulk ?’ I said I did not know, but later 
news would tell. 

Friday, March 31 } — This evening I heard from 
Subbayyan at Aroot. Muhammad ’AJd Kh&n hM had 
a letter from the English and told Husain T4hir * 
that their shipping had come. ‘ Then,’ said he. 


^ 20th Panguni, Akshaya. 

3 He IS called in the English records Mtr Asad-ul-lah Khia aud was 
brother to Mir Husaia Khl»n, faujdar of Valadi.?dr, 

^ 21st Panguai, Akshaya* 

^ The killedar of T dlikondd>ptiram, kaowa to the readers of Onae aa 
Yolooada* 


ananda banqa jpillai. 
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‘ tte French ships also mil soon arrive. ’ Muham- 
mad ’Ali Khan said that the English would soon 
take both Pondiohery and Madras ; but the other 
said they would not. Thus they disputed. Muham- 
mad ’All Kh8,n has secretly asked Anwar-ud-din’s 
permission to go to Fort St. David and help the 
English. As Anwar-ud-din made him promise with 
an oath not to go, Muhammad ’All Khdn is sorely 
disappointed, for he had meant to go to Conjeeveram 
and collect money from the weavers who were rioting 
thei'e. Husain TIhir is angry because the French 
have not given him 7,000 pagodas for his house at 
Madras, but have only offered him another house 
instead; and because they have prevented Bad6 
Sahib’s wife from leaving [Pondicheryj. 

I told this news to the Governor. * But,’ said 
he, ‘ let Husain TS.hir be as angry as he likes.’ 
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Monday, April 3} — 3Sfeu's coming that the 
camels and elephants were on their way from Madras 
with the silver, twenty-five European and Bfteen 
Mah4 horse, along with two hundred JSIuhe sopoys and 
fifty peons set out this evening to meet them. 

Wednesday, April 5 } — A few days ago 1 hoar«i 
from Porto Novo that a sloop from Prance wse 
being chased by the English. Though it was 
doubtful I wont and told the Govornor. ‘ 1 don’t 
think, ’ he said, ‘ a sloop csin have come from France. 
If it is ours, though, the English will not catch 
it. One may have come, but 1 don’t know — 

Butto-day I heard from Mulld Sdhibat KfinimMu 
and Merkinam by runner. He says that a brigantine 
is sailing up, chased by the English ; it looks like a 
French ship, and is likely to be run ashore. The 
letter came at three this afternoon and I at once told 
the Governor. ‘ She must be one of our ships,’ 
he said, ‘ if she is hugging the coast. ’ Wo talked 
for a time, and then I went to my nut-godown to 
deep while the Governor went for a drive. At 
nine o’clock I heard that she had gone aground be- 
tween Merk^nam and Aohikk^du, that the crew had 
got ashore with their despatches and would roach 
Kllldp^ttai some time to-night. I told this to the 


^ 24it}i Panguni, Akshaya* 


* 26fcii Fanguni, Akshaya, 
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Governor at once and after some talk returned to 
mv nnt-godown at ten. T went home half an hour 
later, and at eleven I heard that the crew had 
reached KS.lS,p^ttai 

Thursday^ April 6r — The wrecked crew got here 
this morning at six. They had on hoard nothing but 
provisions and ballast. T have since heard that after 
they had escaped, the English reached the sloop in 
two boats. 

According to the despatches, when she left Mas- 
careigne on the 10th January, seven ships had arrived 
there, five Company’s and two king’s ships ; Mon- 
sieur La Bourdonnais who was Governor has been 
recalled’ and Monsieur David sent instead 

The Honourable Governor Monsieur Dupleixhas 
received a cross like the one Monsieur Dumas 
received *. It hangs on a black ribbon, and he is 
now called Chevalier de Saint Michel ®. The fort fired 
twenty-one guns when it was received at eight this 
morning. I at once went to the Governor’s house, 
got twenty-five mohurs, and offered them as a nazar, 
with my respects . The French Gazette says that the 


1 The ship was the Brtlliant^ one of the two English ships that 

Porto-harrfi tookotf Sadrasin Rept ember 3746. The French captain tried 
to destroy her, but failed. Conseil Siiipineur a la Compagnie^l^ov ember 
80,1747 (P.E.— JSro.7.) 

2 27th Pangnni, Akshaya 

® La Bourdonnais had asked permission to resign before the Madras 
expedition La BowdonnaiSf Docume7it^ rmnis^ p. 62, n, 1, 

^ See ante, i. pp. 42, etc. 

® In 1787 Pupleix tried to get the cross of St. Lazare, despising the 
cross of St. Michel because it had formerly been bestowed on an Indian, 
Gnruvappa, Oultru, p. 163^ 
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Queen of Hungary’s city lias been taken by Prussia, 
and fcbat 16,000 English and Dutch troup*! with 
twenty-three high officers have been made prisoners.’ 
The king is going to take the field on the 1st May 
next. 

I gave away sugar to-day, had. fireworks, hung 
the streets with garlands of mango-lt*uve.H and sot 
np plantain trees near my nut-godown. Thus we 
rejoiced with great splendour ; and I gave notice by 
the chief of the peons that to-morrow also there would 
be rejoicings, and that all the houses should be lit up 
and decorated. I petitioned the Honourable Gov- 
ernor also that on account of his cross ho should 
reduce the price of betel, and ho, sondiiig for V^tsu* 
d6va Pandit, ordered him to sell ii at nine loaves a 
cash, to please the people 

The sloop which went aground has been got 
afloat by the English sailors, who have si opped her 
leaks and carried her to Fort St. David. 

The Governor, hearing that Safdar ’Ali Khan’s 
son® is being pub to school at Wandiwash, has sent 
the following presents. 


^ This appears to refer to the events of 1746— the Treaty of Preadea 
(Deoeraber 26) which ceded Silesia and Cllatz to Fmssia, and the capture 
of seven towns by Saxe in the liow Countries (July 1— September 6)* 

® The sale of betel and iobaooo, alike at Pondlohery and Madras, 
was a Government monopoly which was farmed out At Pondichery it 
prodnoed about 11,000 pagodas ; at Madras, 10,000 pasrodas, Bspljf, iaUA 
October 20, 1742, to the Compa^nio^s letter of N'ovemher BS, 1741 (P* B*— * 
Bo, 6.) Also List of Pixed Eevenues in the Madras OonenltaUme, 171 i. 
The price had been already lowered to 9 leaves a cash in honour of tlie 
capture of Madras {ante ii. 320), but had been put up again (anfs iii, 28B)* 
» »Ali D6st Kh4n. 
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Broad-cloth, scarlet, 4 rolls 
Broad-cloth, green, 4 rolls 

8 rolls .. ... 160 pagodas. 

Cloth of gold, 10 yards at 18 pagodas ... 180 „ 

Bed ¥elvet, 20 yards ... ... ... 80 „ 

Gold galloon, 2 marcs 28 „ 

Silver ditto, 1 marc 12 „ 

Sugar-candy (instead of Hungary and 

Imperial waters), 1 pound 2 „ 

One large mirror 10 „ 

Total . . 472 pagodas. 

These we sent by Ohinnappayyan on horseback 
with ten peons. He also carried letters to Safdar ’Ali 
Khin’s wife, to Muhammad ’Ali Kh&n,^ to Taqi 
S§hib ® (Safdar ’Alt KhS.n’s brother-in-law) and to 
’All Naqi Sahib.3 

M. Le outre left at five this morning with 
twenty peons tor Porto Novo. He was to go by 
TJlundflr, P41aiyamk6ttai and Chidambaram. His 
route was written down for him. 

Friday, April 7.^ — When a decoration is given, one 
who has already received it should bestow it on him 
who is to receive it. Some one who already was a 
Chevalier of Saint Michel should have taken the 
G-overnor’s cross, made him kneel in the church after 
service, struck him three times on the shoulder with a 
drawn sword, and then given him the cross. JBut there 

^ KUledaar of PdlAr. 

^ Killedar of Waxidiwash ; he married a daughter of I)6at ’Alt Khftn. 
* Son of Taqi S&hib. ante i., 158. 

^ Qftfh P«inflfTini AltRhfl'V’a. 
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waa none to do so. Inst ead, he himself hong it round 
his neck. He came out at seven this morning and 
passed through a lane of Mahd sepoys up to tho last 
Gate of the Fort. Thenco to the church-door was a 
lane of military with their officers, with swords 
drawn and flags flying in the Governor’s honoor. 
As he entered the Fort, mere was a salute of 
twenty-one guns. When he went into the clmrch, 
the sepoys fired a volley, and the ships and the 
Fort twenty-one guns each. As the service began 
there was another volley from the military and a 
salute. Before he left the church, there were three 
volleys and three salutes. As ho departod, all 
saluted and waved their swords and flags. On his 
coming to the East Gate, they thrice shouted Vivv 
le roi, and a salute was fired. There was yet another 
of twenty-one guns when he reached his house. 

Chanda Sahib’s son tibien visited the Governor, 
presenting him with a handsome plume set with 
rubies, and receiving in return a roll of scarlet and 
another of green broad-cloth. The jewel looked 
beautiful in the Governor’s hat. Then the chief 
people of the town came to make their salaams. I 
will set down their names and what they gave. 
TtnappaMudaligave fifteen mohurs rolled up in 
paper. He prostrated himself before the Honourable 
Governor like a fallen palmyra tree, and, clasping 
both his feet, offered his congratulations. The 
Governor told him twice to rise. At last he did so 
and stood on one side. 
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The Company’s merchants gave 


11 mohurs. 

Salatn Venkatlohala Ohetti 


3 

» 

S6shS,ohala Ohetti 


3 

}} 

The cloth merchants 


5 

}> 

The coral merchants 

• * • 

1 

9) 

The weavers 

* ft * 

1 

99 

The men of MuttiySlpSttSi ^ 

• « « 

1 

99 

The Foreign weavers * 

... 

1 

99 

The potters 

The blacksmiths, carpenters and 

1 

99 

artisans ... 

• ft 

2 

99 

The arrack-sellers ... 

« ft ft 

3 

99 

Gnntur Eavanappa Ohetti 

ft ft a 

5 

i9 

The people o£ Ariy^nkuppam 

ft ft 

3 

99 

The Kdmxitti caste 

ft ft ft 

1 

99 

TheVeMlas... 

ft ft ft 

3 

99 

The Mint people 

ft ft ft 

9 

99 

The petty bazaar men 

ft ft 

5 

99 

The JfayinSir... 


3 

99 

The people of the out- villages 


3 

99 

The oil sellers 


1 

99 

The people of Olnkarai 


9 

99 

The toddy-drawers 

ft ft ft 

S 

» 

The painters s 


1 

99 

The cotton pressers 

ft • ft 

1 

99 

The washermen 

ft ft ft 

5 

99 

The tobacco sellers 

ft a ft 

5 

99 

The money changers 

ft ft ft 

4 

99 

The head of the Ohettis 


1 

99 

The indigo merchants 

ft ft ft 

2 

99 


Total ... 96 mohurs. 


^ Tlie olotli-waBherB’ village. 


^ Speaking Oanarese and Telngu. 
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This morning ArumpStai Pillai and VinAyaka 
Pillai paid their respects to the Governor with a 
present of 100 pagodas. As this day he has 
received and put on the cross of St. Miohol, men 
played on vlnais and trumpets when he dinod at 
noon. When they finished dinner, when dessert 
was served, and when they rose from table, salutes of 
twenty-one guns were fired. 

In the evening we also had fireworks, with much 
hanging of garlands and setting up of plantain trees, 
and made merry. 

At half-past five this morning three volleys and 
three salutes of twenty-one guns were fired. 

When I was speaking with the Governor, he asked, 
‘ Save you not yet sent the letter to Monsieur 
Delarche at Conjeeveram ? ’ I said I wo old hasten it. 

Meanwhile a priest, Phre Hyppolite, of the 
Capuchins, appeared, and said, looking at me, 

‘ Rangappan has disappointed us.’ The Governor 
asked him, ‘ How ? ’ He answered that I had given 
sugar among all the houses of the Hindus, and in 
the European quarter also, but given none to the 
Christian converts. The Governor pouted and said, 
‘ Is that aU the matter ? ’ The priest, seeing it, said, 
‘ He may of course do as he will with his own ; but 
our people being envious told me this story.’ 

Monsieur Mathieu, thereon, said I had given sugar 
throughout the length and breadth of the town ; 
that he had been deafened by the sound of my 
trumpets, and even his slave-girl, who went to 
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look, got a kandful. On this the company burst 
out laughing, 

Satwday^ April 8 } — This is the news of the 

day 

A European fiddler of the Governor’s,® having 
double-loaded his gun, shot himself at four this 
evening. It is said that when Mahfuz Khfin came 
here on the 26th or 27th of Eebruarj about the 
peace, this man stole the younger Mirau’s ® hat and 
till yesterday kept it hid. But then he got it 
valued and gave it to a man to sell. But v hen the 
man showed it for sale the younger Miran recog- 
nised his hat and asked, ‘ How came you by it ? ’ 
He pointed out the fiddler, who was called and 
asked the same question. He said he had got it 
from a hawker, whereon the case was reported to 
the Second.** Then the brokers were called together 


^ 29fcli Fangani, Akshaya, 

® For Dnpleix’ love of musiCi see Oultm, p. 188. Music at diimer, 
liowever> seemgl loug to have been considered essential to a Governor’s 
dignity. Fryer at Bombay mentions the trumpets that ‘usher in his 
courses and soft music at the table.* For an early example of a fiddler 
in Bengal, see Eedgn^s Diary, ii. 217. 

® Appointed * Sous-commis * in 1740. His brother, who was of 
Oonnoil and Mint-Master, died in 1748. The younger Miran was often 
employed in voyages to Achin and the Eastwards, but Dupleix says 
contemptuously * du reste aasez born^ et sans ourerture d’esprit.* Btat 
g^niraldes employes en VKoO {MinisUi e des Colonies, 0 ®15.) 

^ llanga Pillai calls him the chiwm dora^, the little lord, ia contra- 
distinction to the Doraigal or Governor. The Pondiohery Oonnoil con- 
sisted of the Governor, the Second, the first, second, etc., oounoillors, and 
certain other supernumerary and honorary oounoillors. 1’he Second 
always presided in the Choultry Court (see ante p. 37). At this time the 
Second waS Alexandre Legou. In the previous volumes chinna dorai has 
been translated * Deputy Governor.’ 
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and tke fiddler was ordered to point out the one 
who had sold him the hat. He answered, * He is not 
here but there are others ; I will point him out 
to-morrow,’ Therefore it was ordered that the 
rest were to appear this evening, and everjone 
went home. But the fiddler thought how ho had 
idwajs been an honest man, and had been treated 
with kindness by the Q-overnor; but now would be 
punished and dishonoured. So he took the matter 
to heart and resolved for this trifle to takeaway his 
life, — such was his fate. As by killing himself he 
proved himself to be guilty, the Governor ordered 
that his body should be dragged at the cart’s tail 
through the streets and then cast outside. As it 
was too late to-day, it was ordered to be done 
to-morrow. 

Sunday, April 9 } — This is the letter that I sent 
this day to the of Malabar and the suporsoription 

of it was thus : — The Possessor of Happiness, the 
Lord of many lands, the Sun among princes, the 
Lion among Kings, the Treasure-house of Light, 
Mah^rSija Mja Sri Udaya M^rt&nda The 

petition of Ananda Ranga Pillai, who humbly bows. 
By your favour till now I have lived in safety 
at Pondiohery. I pray to be informed of your 
victories, your glory and your happiness, I have 


^ 30th. Pangnni, Akshaya. 

® Mtrt^nda Varmi, R&j[& of Travanoore, reigiied from to 
1768, and greatly extended his territories, even at the expense of the 
Dutch, who were much at wai with him* See Galletti’s Dwioh in m$Mm. 
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read and understood my lord’s letter to the Gov- 
ernor-General MaMrSjS, ^ and I have heard the 
words of the pandit, your Court poet. The Governor 
has written to the Chief of Mah4 according to your 
letter, as my lord may have heard. For the rest, 
when we send your Court poet back we will send 
news by him, and he shall have a letter for the Chief 
of Mah4. Tour Lordship will hear all further 
news from him. Let me hear of your welfare and 
how I can serve you.’ This letter I sealed and sent. 

Monday, April 10 } — This, the first day of 
the new year, being the first year of the cycle, 
begins with the first tUM, the first ydgam and the 
first Jcarana} Men expect therefore the new year 
to be fortunate. 

This is the news of the day : — Of the English 
ships that arrived on March 12 or 13, three or four 
with one or two sloops have till now been lying near 
here, between this and Madras, in order to seize 
merchants’ ships coming here from the northward, 
carry them to Fort St. David and there sell their 
cargoes. Thus they have prevented goods from 
being brought here. To-day they all sailed 
towards Fort Bt. David, but two have leturnedand 
are lying one to the north and the other to the 


^ The diariflt does not trouble to write out the complimentary 
epithets bestowed npon Dupleix, 

® 1st Ohittixai, Prabhava, Constellation Asvini. 

® Por an explanation of these terms the reader may refer with 
advantage to DiwI-n Bahdddr Sw&mikanpn Pillai’s Indian Chronology ^ 
Madtaa, 
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ly, 


sonih of the roads.^ What further happens I will 
note afterwards. 

Within these twenty-five days, since the English 
squadron arrived, a Bengal ship, wearing the Dutch 
flag, has been seized. Her cargo was landed at 
fort St. David and five Frenchmen on board have 
been imprisoned in the Fort.* One is brother to 
Monsieur Delarohe, and the latter has written to 
Muhammad ’Ali asking him to write to the Governor 
of Fort St. David about his brother. I forgot to 
mention this before. 

This evening Monsieur de la Touche arrived from 
Madras. 

Now the new year has begun, I believe my future 
to be bright and my troubles over. May God pro- 
tect me this year, and help me to make large profits, 
pay off my debts and recover what is owed me, as 
the Vaippfir * astrologer predicts. 

Tuesday, April IJ.*— Nothing important has 
happened to-day. On behalf of Monsieur de Bury’s 


^ Tlie effects of this blockade, which preheated graia reesels from 
reaohiag Pondiohery, were severely felt, while pleaty relgaed at 
Ouddalore. Gone, 8u^, it la, Oompagnie, NovBthher BO^ 1^47 (P*B. — Ko. I?). 
This was eooeataated hy the failure of the IST.B, moasooa ix* The 

Poadiohery grain duties were taken off early in 174(7* 

** The ship was called the Eotterdam, Bat it appears that the X>atoh 
flag was a mere device to elade the IBaglish squadron. Bapleix appealed 
to the Dutch Oouaoil at Negapatam, but they answered that they knew 
nothing of the ship, GriflSn offered to e3:ohange his prisoners, and when 
Dupleix refused, sent them off to Dnrope. Oons, Bup. d U 
October H, 2747 (P.B.— ITo. 7). 

* A village in Tanjore. 

^ 2pd Ohitt|rai, Prabhave* 
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son, we have written to the Killedar of Arni asking 
that Shaikh Muhammad Sharif’s family may be 
detained there ; to Muhammad Tavakkal asking 
him to explain the matter to the NawS,b and get a 
letter sent from him to the Killedar ; and also to the 
vakil Subbayyan. 

To-day I received a letter from Kandappan 
at Ktrik&l, and Mr. Morse sent a Tamil letter to 
Madame Dupleix. The runner brought both to- 
gether. Mine was addressed, ‘ The humble petition 
of Kandappan laid at the feet of M.R.Ry. Pillai 
Avargal. ’ Madame Dupleix saw this. 

She thinks that if she were Chief Dub§,sh, she 
would make a fortun'e out of it. Having got the 
Madras affair into her hands, she has taken Ptppana 
Pillai and the BrthmanVenkatarlman into her service 
— two cunning fellows, who have been trying to per- 
suade the Madras merchants to come and settle in 
Pondiohery; but as they demand five or six 
thousand pagodas as a present for her, all the 
merchants have refused to come. But Tirumanga- 
1am Duraiyappa Chetti has said he will give her 
4,000 pagodas and the Governor 1 0,000 and signed 
a promise to that effect. This has made her think 
she is the mistress of the three worlds, and ever 
since she has been trjing to find me out in some 
fault so that she can get rid of me. She thinks 
I am very cunning; that the Governor does all 
that I tell him ; that I give him profits that might 
go to her ; and that he in consequence does jkll tl ;9 
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business through me. So she has been hating me 
more than words can tell. 

Now a month or so ago Tambi Ohetti of 
Madras sent her a letter. It came late, about 
eight o’clock, and, thinking they would be at 
supper, I put the letter into my table-drawer, 
meaning to give it her next day, and went home. 
But I was very busy over the peace with tho NawHb, 
and 1 forgot all about it. NtrSyana Pillai came 
and asked me if I still had Madame’s letter that had 
come the day before. I explained that I had been 
busy and forgotten it, and had forgotten even to 
‘ read a letter of my own ; and then gave him the 
letter. Madame Dnpleix was furious. She ex- 
claimed that she could get me hung for this, and 
would, were it not for my wife and children. She 
even called me shameful names before the dnbfiish 
Appu, VarMm, N^rSyana Pillai and a head-peon; 
and, as I was not there, she told them to repeat to 
me what she had said. They softened her words 
down a little. But I explained to them why I had 
not sent the letter, and, said I, ‘ Let me be punished 
if I kept it on purpose. Does she think I kept thO 
letter to read ? I knew what was in it beforehand. 
Did it accuse me of murder or theft that I should hide 
it ? What reason could I have had to keep it back P’ 
And so I sent them off. But now, she opens my let- 
ter from Kandappan, makes Appu read it, seals it up 
again, and sends it to me. As soon as I saw it I 
thought something was wrong with it, and sent fo|- 
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the head-peon. He told me what she had done, 
and another person told me so too. I know not 
how God can permit such things. None should act 
so. Later, Appu came. ‘ A letter came, ’ he said, 
‘from Kandappan of KfirikM; Madame wondered 
which Kandappan it was, and I told her he was your 
gumasta, so she was satisfied.’ — ‘ The pair of you,’ 

I retorted, ‘ could only satisfy your curiosity by 
reading the letter.’ He changed countenance at 
that, and stammered out, ‘ We are not the only 
people who make mistakes ; great folks can always 
avoid consequences, though poor ones can’t. — 

‘ She wanted to hang me,’ I said, ‘ for only keeping 
her letter a day ; but what should be said about her 
opening and reading mine ? ’ So he departed. 

Friday f April 14} — The Honourable Governor has 
given me written instructions about where the peons 
are to be posted. In the day time all are to be 
stationed at the Valudlvfir Gate. But at sunset 
fifty are to go by the Tilliyanallftr Gate and along 
the beach as far as Alisapdkkara, returning in the 
morning. A hundred are posted at the Custom 
House ® to be on the watch for any alarm. Another 
fitfty are to patrol from the Yilliyanallfir Gate along 

1 In allusion to Rauga Pillai’s not being punished for keeping 
Madame’s letter. 

® 6th. Ohifctlrai, Prabhava. 

® The old oustom house was demolished when the defences were 
completed on the sea side. At this time a palm-leaf shed Was being used 
as a custom-house, just outside the Sea Grate, Reply of the Cons. Sup. ^ 
dated January 10, 1749, io the Compagnie^s letters of 1747 and 1748, (P,R,— 
No, 7), 
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the beach as far as Ananda Eanga Pjllai’s Choultry, 
coming back in the morning. A third fifty are to 
patrol from the Valud^vfir G-ate to the Bound-hedge, 
'watching the out-'villages and the space between the 
Ariylnkuppam river and PSkkumudaiySropattu ; and 
another fifty are posted beyond Ariyfiukxippam and 
must patrol the bounds from there to Alisapfikkam. 
So he has given orders and distributed the watch 
among three hundred men. I have told Malayappan 
to see that this is carried out from to-day. 

To-day people came from Safdar ’All’s wife with 
four dishes of sweetmeats and a letter in return for 
what was sent when her son was put to school. I 
also received a letter, and to-night we sent off two, 
one a letter of thanks from the Governor, and the 
other from myself. 

Tuesday, Aprii 18 .^ — When Iiwent to the Govern- 
or’s at eight this evening, he called me in, and told 
me he had received good news from Tranquebar, that 
the sloop sent thence had reached Manilla safely, sold 
its cargo well, and come back to Tranquebar.* I 
asked the runner who had brought the letter what the 
news was, and he said that fifteen ships had arrived at 
Kfirikfil and the people there would write about them. 
I told the Governor this at once. ‘People tell 
stories like this,’ he said, ‘because ships are ex- 
pected . They must be on their way, but the news is 

i .. 

^ 9fcli Chittirai, Prabtava. 

* This M’as another deTioefor sbelfeenng Prenoh trade from 
Jislx squadron, Suooess led to its repetiiaon. 
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false. I don’t know who could have told the runner 
such a story. ’ 

Saturday, Apfil $2 } — I have had a good omen to- 
day. My palankin boy, ESman, was asleep by the 
palankin about noon, as it was very hot. He had a 
dream, woke up suddenly, hastened to rny nut-go- 
down and stood gaping there as if he were thunder- 
struck. Blaichiyappan said to him, ‘ What are you 
looking like that for ? What’s the matter ? ’ — ‘ I went 
to sleep just now by the palankin,’ the boy said, ‘ and 
then I saw two beautiful girls. Their appearance 
dazzled me. They were covered with jewels and pre- 
cious stones, one exactly like the other, with braid- 
ed hair. Their jewels shone with gold, and I was so 
astonished at them that I did not notice what kind of 
dress they wore. They came from the west and were 
followed by a train of people and a Eeddi woman. I 
thought the two girls went into the nut-godown and 
sat down one on each side of Eanga Pillai who was 
sleeping on a pillow on the eastern verandah ; but 
the Eeddi woman sat on the verandah on the other 
side of the godown, and the street in front was 
crowded as if with an army of people. But I start- 
ed up suddenly and there was no one, and I have 
come to see who the girls were that came just now. 
Perhaps I dreamt it, for there is no one inside, but 
I wish I knew whether the girls really did come 
or not. ’ 


^ 18tli Oliittirai, Prabhava, 
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Elaichijappan came and told me this just I was 
going home at noon. We shall see what good news 
this dream foretells. 

The news from Fort St. David is that Mr. Hinde, 
the Governor, has been very ill and had a fit, but is 
now recovering. Mr, Morse’s wife has come to Fort 
St. David on a sloop. The daughters of Mr. Oroke, 
the Second there, have come back in ohelingas with 
their baggage from Negapatam and Tranquebar 
whither they went when the French attacked Fort 
St. David. 

As soon as Madame Morse arrived, she made 
acquaintance with Mr, Griffin and stayed three days 
with him. Mr. Hinde, the Governor, went to see Mr. 
Griffin. ‘ Madame Morse,’ said he, ‘ came and saw 
me when I was sick, but she ought not to stay in 
your house. What have you to do with her ? Both 
the Europeans and natives will talk scandal, and 
you will lose your good name.^ ’ — ‘ She came here, * 
Mr. Griffin replied, ‘ to consult me about her hus- 
band’s surrender of Madras and about his coming 
here. But he must go to Europe and submit his 
accounts to the Court. They cannot be examined 
here and it is no use inquiring into them, ’ said Mr, 
Hinde. To this Mx. Griffin answered that she 
wanted a statement signed by the Fort St. David 
Council and the captains of the squadron, that 


1 THs gossip regarding Madame Morse seems to been widely 
spread among tne jPrenoh. Le Ricb.e idlndes to it in a letter to 
dated September 26, 1747. (P. B.— 83), 
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Mr. Peyton had carried the ships right away, 
that the fort was surrounded by houses, that the 
French, though they did attack, were not expected 
to do so as the place was within the Moghul’s 
dominions, and that thus the fort was given up to 
the French, Mr, Morse not being to blame. ‘ For 
his coming here,’ Mr. Grif&n added, ‘if the Council 
will send him a letter telling him to come, I will do 
so too.’ The Council have accordingly written a 
letter which with one from Mr. Griffin has been sent 
to Tranquebar. Madame Morse is now living at the 
Company’s Garden at Manjakuppam.^ 

I also hear from Fort St. David that a dismasted 
ship has put in, and that two catamarans and 
two Brahmans have arrived from Tellicherry and 
Anjengo with news that ships and men are coming 
from Bombay. It is said that when thej come, 
Pondichery and Madras will be attacked. The 
dajoaaged ship is reported to be one of four that 
at'tadked a French ship. Two were sunk, one escaped 
we 'don’t know where, and this one has reached 
Fort St. David with some wounded men on board.^ 

I also hear that the ship newly come from 
Europe ® has been laded with 1,400 bales and sent 

^ On Maroli a large house in the Oolloway was bought for Griiffin’s 
use, as the Manjakuppam Garden was inconveniently remote from the Fort 
and the boaoh. Fort St* David Gons. March 4, 1747, and Despatch to the 
Compav/y of May 2, 1747. 

* I have found no confirmation of this. 

» That is, the Britamiia, but she was still in the roads on April aa . 

May 10 

A country ship sailed for Bengal about April 28 , See below under date 

Maj 4 ’ 

May 22. 
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on to Bengal. She sailed with two men-of-war as 
a convoy, and they are sending off the rest of their 
hales as well. The fort is being strengthened a 
good deal on the north. They have coined 26,000 
star pagodas and are going to coin 60,000 or 60,000 
more. All this is since Linga Chetti came, who used 
to be in the Madras Mint.^ He is coining rupees 
like those that were coined at Tiruv^miyClr and 
Chinttdrip^t with a fanam and three-quarters of 
alloy. All this, and the other news I receive daily, 
I tell at once in full to the Governor. Here I only 
note it down shortly. 

A letter has come from Arcot saying that three 
more years, as usual, have been granted to Anwar- 
ud-dln KhAn and he has been told to pay up all his 
arrears. On this, everyone went and presented 
nazars. NMm-ul-mulk is going to Goloonda and 
will encamp there. Bapdji N&yakkan who went to 
make peace with the Marathas has come back ; his 
brother has presented Hizim-ul-mulk with a 
hundred mohors, an elephant and a horse, and re- 
ceived presents in return. Niz^m-ul-mulk has paid 
up the chauth on condition that the Marathas will 
not go into the Carnatic. 

Sunday t April S3 } — The iniustice which is being 
done at Madras is indescribable. All the mer- 
chants there possess lal^hs of money. It is not like 
* other towns, where you may find ten rich men 


1 Seo abore p. 41. 


* CKittitaii Prabhaya. 
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and all the rest beggars. The people there never 
believed that the French would capture it. When 
that happened, thej were taken by surprise and 
only a few could carry off their ready money ; the 
rest hid theirs under their hearth or in their garden, 
and carried nothing away with them, some because 
they thought the fort was not built of wax to be 
captured so easily and some because they believed 
the English would soon recover the town. So they 
left behind all their wealth — money, goods, grain 
and furniture; and all was plundered by those 
Mah4 sepoys. Down to the wretchedest cooly, 
everyone got much plunder ; no cooly got less than 
a hundred pagodas ; and how much must have been 
made by M. de La Bourdonnais, the officers and 
Company’s servants ? The J emadar of Mahd got two 
lakhs of pagodas. How can the aiuount of plunder 
even be guessed at ? When this city of EubSra was 
pillaged, each got according to his luck and his rank. 
All this does not matter ; it was a time of war ; there 
is no reason to question what was done. But since 
the French flag has flown there, the runaway inhabit- 
ants, including all the rich men and the Company’s 
merchants, have unluckily for themselves been 
thinking of all the woes that might happen to them 
under the French instead of reflecting that one can 
live quietly and happily under any ruler. ‘ The 
French,’ they have been saying among themselves, 
‘ will make us all Christians by force. They are not 
tolerant like the English, and will allow us no libertT". 
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Their punishments too are severe. Thej will hang 
us and out our ears off ; nor will they listen to our 
complaints. Besides, perhaps the English will recon- 
quer their city, and how then can we stand before 
them? ’ For these reasons they have remained where 
they are. And the Governor has not employed honest 
persons to make inventories of the goods or to take 
care of them. All he has done has been to write to 
the officer there to take care of them. The latter of 
course employed rogues to get money for him. They 
began to steal in bands, giving him hjs share. Th<»e 
who feared for their goods agreed to give up a 
or a quarter of their property on condition of being 
allowed to carry away the rest. The goods of those 
who had run away were divided, a chair to the 
master and the rest to the knaves. In these and 
other ways they have been stealing goods there. 
But when I report these matters to the Governor, he 
flies into a passion for a few minutes, but all he doe® 
is to teU me to write to the merchants promising to 
give them back their property if they will come smd, 
live at Pondichery. He has been telling me to write 
letters like that to the merchants ever since the 
French sailed against Madras till the 30th of March. 
They have always replied about their grisvanow 
and begged the Governor to do something for them; 
but he only gets angry and will not give the right 
orders. Just to save the Governor’s credit, I have 
had to tell the merchants that it is their own fault 
?md due to what the^ themselves have wpitten^ 
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Such have been my letters and their answers. At 
last I send Vengiip§.thu Kandi Venkayyan, Vara- 
dayyan and others to settle the matter directly. The 
merchants however still refuse to come, saying that 
the English will never give up Madras and that 
they are expecting ships from Europe. Then Mad- 
ame Dupleix tells the G-overnor that I am making 
lakhs out of the business. She writes to M. ErielF, 
(son-in-law of M. d’ Auteuil’s wife *) who has taken 
much loot at Madras and is coming away, and also 
to M. d’ Espr^m^nil and sends a pair of thieves — 
P&ppana Pdlai who took shelter here after having 
been imprisoned, put in the stocks and chawbucked 
for fraud at Madras, and PS.payya Venkatan who 
came to Pondichery to collect debts due to the Mint 
and gave Madame a thousand pagodas, promising 
to bring her thousands upon thousands and lakhs 
upon lakhs, telling lies like that. These go and 
speak with Tambi Ohetti and other people who have 
left Madras. Fearing she may think them useless 
they tell Tainbi Chetti and the rest not to give 

^ Jacques Friell (called Briell in the preceding volumes and by 
M. Vinson) is said to have been Irish by birth* He resided for some time 
at Oanton and then came to Pondichery, where he married Marie Eose 
Fran 9 oise, eldest daughter of Marie Albert (Madame Dupleix’ sister) by 
her first husband, Aumonb. Thus he is alluded to as nephew (in the loose 
fashion of the time) of Dapleix. He was sent to Madras as English Inter- 
preter in 174 j 6 and returned to Pondichery in July 1747. For the facts 
regarding his marriage I am indebted to M.E.Ey. A. SingSrrav^lu Pillai, 
Premier Ecrivain at the Pondichery Public Library who very oblige 
ingly searched the Etats Oivils for me. 

® Marie Albert married in 1741 as her second husband Louis Hubert 
Oombault d’ Auteuil. 
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true answers either to my men or to any one else 
from Madame; and then they go and tell her 
that the Madras merchants can give no answer so 
long as they are being solicited on both sides. 
Therefore Madame tells the Governor that I am 
mating a fortune out of the matter. He sends for 
me, and says, ‘ As yon have failed to get the mer- 
chants to come here, Madame says she will do so. 
Tell your people at Madras to have no more to do 
with nhe merchants, but to continue writing about 
the thievery and ail else that goes on.* 

Wednesday, April 26'-. — Kumaran, a Ohetti 
boy employed in a tobacco bazaar, was coming back 
from the Saptivaranam feast * at TiruvSndipuram, 
but found the gate of the English Bound-hedge 
closed, and none allowed to go in or out. This, he 
was told, was because the Governor, Mr. Hinde,* 
died last night at seven o’clock. Ho then walked 
W'estward round the Bound-hedge and cam© to 
AriySnkuppam where the head-man sent him into 
Pondiohery with a peon. ’ This news has been tson- 
flrmed by a runner on his way from Fegapatam 
to Sadras who called at the Dutch factory at 

^ I7tli Oixittirai* Prabbava. 

a BaptAvoA^ancm Uteral)[3r meana * tlxe euoloattrea,.’ It Mtm 
applied to the great procesBion <m the last dayi^ of the leeMml i^t 
vladipuram. 

* lohn Hiade arriTed ia India in 174^, being sent ottt as fpra?lh of 
Oounoil and to be Deputy Gorempr of Pott St. David if 3^ond<»i telWd 
that post JOespqich ft<m Sn>gland, Pebinary 4, 1742. He had preTld^wIy 
reidded in Bengal on . . . m 01111 ^ 

n 1th» Past Indisst 1772 
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DevanS.mpattanam/ leaving there this morning. 
One of our spies at Fort St. David also came and told 
us so. I at once went to tell the news to the Honour- 
able G-oyernor, but he had driven to his mother-in- 
law’s ® house. I waited for him till five and then went 
to the hou.se where he was, to tell him. But if that is 
so,’ he said, ‘ would they not have fired minute-guns ?’ 
1 said I did not know. ‘ Then,’ said he, ‘ find out.’ I 
went to my nut-godown and sent a suitable man to 
inquire. We did hear guns at eight to-night. To- 
morrow we shall know how many. The reason why 
guns have been fired is that Mr. Hinde, Governor, 
died at the G-ardcn house at Manjakuppam yesterday. 
They were fired when his body was being carried to 
the Church at DevanS.mpattanam to be buried.® 
ArumpS.tai Pillai’s son, Muttayyan, who was im- 
prisoned last Monday week, was released to-day, 
because Appu Mudali gave the Governor 2,000 
rupees. But what can I say of the Governor’s 
wisdom ? He told me to get Arumpltai Pillai into a 
difficulty and make him pay 10,000 rupees. I had 
nearly succeeded in doing so, but now he releases 


^ The Duioh factory was a strong bnilding 70U y 9 .rds to the north 
of Fort Si . David The English later in the ^ ear desired leave to demo- 
lish it, but the Dutch refused Fort Davxd GonsultaUonSj August 31 
and September 14), 1747, and Fort 8t. Dav%di Oounc%l to the Oompanyf 
February 13, 174J-. 

2 ♦ e., Madame Albert nCe Jeanne de Castro. 

® There was no English church at Fort St. David at this time 
Hinde was probably buried in tbe cemetery north-west of the fort* Iffo 
trace oi his tomb remains. 
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Muttayjaai for the 2,000 rupees that Kacl&kumaran 
has sent him by Appii Mudali. Ho takes what he can 
get, and his ill-luck prevents him from getting more. 
Appu got for this 500 rupees and ear-rings set with 
square emeralds. This is true. 

Friday y April 28 } — ^Nllsir Jang has been appoint- 
ed Nawlb of Kandanhr, Cuddapah, Arcot, and the 
other countries this side of the Kistna. He is 
coming with B§.p6Ji Ndyakkan, a Maratha, and has 
full powers to collect the dues from Mysore and 
settle all accounts in these parts. He has reoeired 
two elephants, horses, swords, bows and arrows, 
seven dresses of honour and other things. Hii4m- 
ul-mulk himself girded him with the dagger, placed 
the sword in its sheath and gave him his blessing. 
People say that NMir ShUh who pillaged Dolhi is 
going to advance again against it, and JSfissftm-uI- 
mulk has been asked, and is about, to move thither. 

Ntslr Jang has written ordering Anwar-ud-dta 
Khan to march with his troops, or, if he cannot go, 
to send Muhammad ’Ali instead, and he has also 
commanded Anwar-ud-din to send men to settle all 
the accounts. When the letter came, Samp&ti R&o 
visited Husain Si-hib Tdhir to consult with him, 
and then the latter with his son and some others 
went to see Anwar-ud-din Kh&n, After they 
had given nazars, the Nawl.b took council with 
Sampiti Mo and Husain THhir, and they resolved to 


^ Idth Ohlttiirai, 
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get ready 3,000 horse and some foot. The news 
from Triohinopoly is that Anwar Khtn ^ and 
Munawar-nd-din Khtn^ have fought, the former 
losing twenty and the latter thirty men ; Munawar- 
ud-dln fled hut was pursued, and has agreed to 
Anwar’s demands. It is said that when the Naw&b 
heard of the fight, he set out at once, but learnt that 
they had come to terms when he was halting at 
V^lupuram. There are various reports about what 
he means to do now. Some say that he will recall 
Mahfuz KhSn from NSstr Jang others that he will 
join N&sir Jang in person ; and others again that he 
will march against Tanjore to recover the arrears of 
tribute. It is also written that he has sent two or 
three times to Muhammad ’Alt, who is with 300 
horse at Conjeeveram, and the latter has promised to 
return. But he is building a big house there, is 
delighted at having raised 14,000 pagodas from the 
weavers, and has an Englishman of rank ® and eight 
peons with him, He often speaks with the English- 
man and sends messages to Fort St. David. All 
this I have related to the Grovemor. 

He has written a letter of congratulation to 
Htsir Jang and one also to Im^m Sfihib * asking 


^ He seems to have been oonneoted with Ohandi S&hib. 

® Anwar-ad-dtn’s brother 

8 I do not koow who this conld have been. 

^ In 3740 Imdm SIhib seas G-overnor of Alambarai, but, on the death 
of D6st ’Ali, he left the Carnatic, as Safdar ’All was hostile to him, and 
joined N§.slr Jang In 1744 he seems to have been imprisoned, but later 
he acted more or less as the representative of the French interests. Gone 
Suf dL la Gmrygagnie^ October 3, 1740. (P.B — N^o 6) and M4moire pow 
Qompot^nie cmtra JP%dce8 Jtir8t%ficative^j p. 8 
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him to present the former to US^r Jang -with 21 
mohurs. Other letters have been sent to vaktl 
Subbayyan and Singlram of Arcot telling them to 
give the first letters to Imfim S4hib. Copies of all 
are kept. The letter to NMr Jang says, * We 
congratnlate you on being put in possession of the 
Deccan, and are glad to hear you mean to come this 
way. We send you a present of 21 mohuns and 
Im§.m SShib will speak to you about other matters. 
We trust that you will do as we ask.’ The letter 
to Im§m Sfihib said, ‘ We are sorry you still have 
not replied to our former letter, in which we offered 
to exchange Madras for the districts of Villiya- 
nallflr and ValudSvfir. Now that Nfisir Jang is in 
possession of the Deccan, we request you to ask 
him to give us those districts in return for Itadbras, 
which we are willing to give up.^ Besides this, you 
must get letters written in N&sir Jang’s name to be 
sent by messengers to the English, Dutch, SVenoh 
and Danes, commanding them to cease fighting and 
to keep the peace in the Moghul’s country, and if 
they must quarrel, to fight it out in their own 
countries and not elsewhere, otherwise their trade 


^ In I'ebmary 1747 tlie Oonssil Snp^rietxar wjjote to tko Ooubpn^lt 
proposing thjfee ways of dealing with (1) to the |^oe In, 

order to exohaogo it for Lotiiebtirg when peaoe should be with 

Hi^land •, (2) to sell ie back to the Ihiglish Oothpeny ^ ($) io e:t!i£^iyngn it 
lor territory near Pondiobery, as in the text, 0ms. d H 
Pebrnary 6, 1747. P.jK — W. 18 The letter in the text Is intereeflin^ f<m 
it shews thet £)t|,plejx did not tihe Company's 
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wo 


rill be stopped and they expelled. Strict orders 
ibonld be given to tlis effect or tbe mercbants Trill 
)e ruined and tbe Sarkar Trill lose much. Be pleased 
o enter the 21 mohurs to our account ; Tre TriU 
)ay your son.’ 


10 
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Monday, May 1 } — The news from Fort St. David 
is that when Mr. Stratton went away to Bengal, he 
left his dubSsh Gumvappan to the care of Madame 
Dupleix. She sent him as a confidential servant to 
Madame Morse at Fort St. David, with orders to 
send her all the news and along with Madame 
Morse to poison the Europeans there. He obeyed 
his orders and with Madame Morse’s help poisoned 
the Company’s servants and ships’ paptaans, who 
fell sick and giddy. Then he wrote to Pondichery 
saying that Mr, Hinde was dead, that the present 
Governor, ® the ships’ captains and the rest were 
all sick and that if we wished to seize the fort, this 
was too good an opportunity to be missed. This 
letter was given to a Pariah fellow, who was living 
with a Pariah woman at Fort 8t. David. This 
woman knew what was going on, and when the 
man, having drunk much arrack, beat ter, she went 
and revealed it to the peons. They seized the man 
at once and carried the letter to their Commander. 
He ordered Gumvappan and the Pariah to be ironed 
hand and foot and kept in prison. Madame Morse 
also has been confined and is not allowed to specdc 
with any Europeans ®. This business has thus been 


22rid Oliittirai, PrabliaTa 

» Oliajrles Mqyar ; lie arrived in India in a®:ed 18, 
* TJie story seems a good eapaanple of ba«aat gossips 
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planned, performed and betrayed by women. That 
is why it has failed and injured tbeir good name. 
Had it been carried out by men, they would have 

taken care to keep it secret. We shall see what 
happens later. 

Wednesday, May 3 } — According to the Honour- 
able Governor’s orders, to-day we sent a Brdhman 
and four peons to Tanjore to keep us informed of 
the news there. I also wrote to Rang6 Pandit of 
Tanjore desiring him to collect what is owed me by 
Krimisi Pamdit and Raghun^tha Pandit, and, as we 
agreed some time ago, to send me the agreement about 
our opening a bazaar together, and to get a cowle 
and present from the R§,j§.. The man who took this 
letter had been ordered to send me all the news. 

The news from Oonjeeveram is that Muhammad 
’AH Khfi,n, NawSb Anwar-ud-din ElhAn, Samptti Mo 
and others are on their way to Triohiuopoly. 

Thmsday, May — At six o’clock this evening I 
was sent for to the Governor’s after he had come 
back from a drive. ‘ Jemadar Shaikh Hasan teUs 
me,’ he said, ‘ that the English have asked the 
Naw^bfor 500 horse and 2,000 foot, and that he 
has promised to send them.’ I replied that I did 
not know how the English could have asked the 
Naw4b for help or how he could have consented 
to give any ; and the Governor told me to send and 
ask the Jemadar. I sent for him and he said he 
had been told by a Jemadar at Aroot to whom the 


^ 24th Chittirad, Fr&bhaVa. 


» 26th Ohittirai, Prabhava 
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Baglisli had written asking for 500 horse and 2,000 
foot, and who had promised to send them. I then 
went in again to the Governor. ‘ Jemadar Shaikh 
Hasan,’ I said, * does not, as you thought, say that 
the Inglish asked the Haw&b for help. They 
wrote to a Jemadar at Arcot who is said to have 
told Shaikh Hasan.’ — ‘Then write to the Naw&b 
and find out all about it,’ he replied. * But what 
grounds have we for writing ? ’ I asked ; * probably 
it is not true. They may say that the Jemadar was 
approached by the English and that he made pro- 
mises, but most likely it is a story put about by 
soldiers, discontented because they are dismissed or 
unpaid, to frighten the Naw^b into thinking that 
they will take service elsewhere. That is all — ^it 
won’t be true.’ — ‘But how can we find out?’ the 
Governor asked. I told him we could write to our 
vakil Subbayyan at Arcot. He agreed and scddi I 
need not write to the Naw4b till we had heard from 
the vakil. So we wrote to him to-day. 

Friday, May 5 } — There is strange news to-night* 
Two Frenchmen and two Ooffrees had got ready a 
large catamaran on the beach at Ylr&mpattanam,* 
with augers, a barrel of gunpowder and some match. 
They meant to approach the English ships oS Fort 
St. David in the night, make holes in tdiem, and 
blow them up with the gunpowder. They did get 
near the ships, but God designed otherwise, for the 
match went out. So they had to return. 


^ 26tb OMttitai) * 3 nonih 
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Tuesday, May 9} — To-day the Goyernor received 
the presents sent from Wandiwash by Safdar ’All 
KMn’s wife — a plume, a pendant and four other 
jewels. These were in return for those sent to her 
when her son was put to school. The messengers 
left the present outside the fort-gates and came and 
told me of their arrival. I went at once to the Gov- 
ernor, but, as he was asleep, I had to wait till ten, 
and then I told him the news. Monsieur Paradis, 
Monsieur Duquesne, RS.jd Pandit and I went at half- 
past ten with horns, trumpets, drums, dancing girls, 
in short, with all magnificence, to meet them. 
Seven guns were fired when the present, in a 
palankiu, reached the fort-gate, and fifteen were 
fired when it was presented to the Governor. We 
returned the plume and pendant to the messengers 
and they paid 1,600 rupees for them. * 

News comes from Port St. David of a rumour 
there that the English, without waiting for their 
reinforcements, have decided to collect their ships, 
and cannonade the town tor five or six nights 
together. I told the Governor this this morning. 
‘ Do you think they will do so ? ’ he asked. ‘ They 
may, ’ I said ; and he agreed that it might be true. 
About three he went to the Port, where he ordered 
the roof of the powder godowns to be covered with 
planks and beams, and the pots and chattis ^ in the 


^ SOth Oliittirai, Prabhava. 

* Tbas combining the dignity of a public^ with the utility of apriratei 
present— a custom by no means uncommon. 

For water in case of firor 
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eastern part to be brougbt down. He went home 
about six after giving orders for the protection of 
the Fort. I hear he afterwards ordered the roof of 
these godowns to be repaired and covered with 
heaps of sand. 

Wedn&siay, May 10 .' — The news that Tawji 
Sthib’s son {’Ali Naqi SShib) has received from 
Aroot is that NawSb Nlslr Jang has sent 5,000 men 
into Cuddapah and Kandanhr to sequestrate those 
jaghirs. He himself has reached the KumSra pass 
near Cuddapah on his way to Aroot. They have 
hoisted his flag at Aroot, and thirty horse have 
been sent to Anwar-ud-din to demand five lakhs of 
rupees. While these were halting at ChandA S&bib’s 
house at Aroot, Najib Kh&n, the oommandant, told 
them that they need not go on but that ho would 
send for the NawSb. Accordingly a oamel was 
despatched to the Hawib at VAlikond&param. 
NMr Jang’s ohobdars have marked out sites for 
his camp near Vellore Fort and at Tirum«dav&di 
near Tanjore. ’ Abd-ul-hai Kh&n, ohobdar of Burhan- 
pur, has been killed in a fight with the Marathas. 
S^hu of Sat^a has asked Savai BhAJi IMs to 
lend him 43 lakhs to pay a debt, but thou^ the 
latter has refused, saying he has no money, they 
have come to terms, gone to Pandharpur* and 
summoned the chief, MaJhari BAo Holkar, and others 
with their forces. They have sent an embassy to 


^ Slgb OMttjrai, Fral^hav'a. 

^ A place of pilgrimage ucaar Siiolapttt* 
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JFatteh Singh ; and NizS-m-nl-miilk has made peace 
with them. Mir Ghul^m Husain has made peace 
with Mahfuz EMn, paying him four lakhs, and they 
have come to Madura from Tinnevelly.^ Niz9,m-ul- 
mulk is carrying the Nawibs of Cuddapah and 
Kandanhr with him, and has placed a guard of a 
hundred horse over each, in order to get money 
from them. 

ThAirsdct/y, May 11 .^ — A signal has been appointed 
for the troops in case of an alarm from the sea. If 
it happesis by day, the flag will be hoisted at the 
Port and a gun fired ; but if at night, there wiU 
be two guns. As soon as the signal is heard, the 
Poligar’s peons at the Bound-hedge must close their 
gates and allow neither men nor cattle to go out ; 
but they are to let in our people and drive in any 
cattle they may see outside. Malayappan’ s peons who 
are in the town are at once to assemble and a party 
of them is to go to each gata,® so that none may 
be unguarded. Once there, forty or 'fifty are to 
patrol between their gate and the next. They must 
not only prevent any from going out, but also 
permit none to approach the Bound-hedge from out- 
side. Should any persist, they are to be shot — such 
are the orders. 

Friday, May 12 * — This morning I was present 
at the wedding between RSmaohandra Ayyan’s son 

^ There seems to be some oonfnsion here. At p 71 mpra Mahfas 
Khltn. is spoken of as being 'mth Ndstr Jang 

* 1st VaigAsi, Prabhava. ® i.e,, of the Boimdrhed|^, 

^ ^ncl Ya^l^sii PrabhaTaf 
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and the daughter of VtsudSva Pandit’s eldest son. 
I returned at eleven, and the Governor sent for me. 
He said that the customs people at Vellaiyfinkuppain 
had robbed a European from K^rikSl of a pagoda 
and twenty-four Pondichery fanams, and asked in 
what taluk the village was. I told him, in the 
Tiruviti taluk ; and he ordered me to write to the 
headman, Plr Sdhib Muhammad Hafiz, and get the 
money back. A letter was therefore written and 
sent off. 

The Governor also said to me, ‘ I hear that a 
Europe ship came into the Cuddalore road a week 
ago, having made her passage in three months and 
twenty days.^ But as she left in December, she 
must have taken a month longer. An Englishman 
from Fort St. David, Mr. Savage,® has brought a 
Gazette received by it. I will tell you what is in it 
and what he has told me.’ 

This is what I noted down as he went on : — ^The 
ship left England more than four months ago. The 
Gazette contains news from April to October, but 
nothing about November, December or January. 
It says that the Bangs of Portugal, Spain and 

* The Lapvnng arriyed OonsnltaiSons state that she 

was three months and twenty days on her passage. 

* See above p. 2. It is not apparent why he visited Pondichery in the 
present case. Perhaps, being a prisoner on parole, he was summoned 
thither by Dnpleix. The conversation in which he accused La Bonr- 
donnais of taking a bribe from the English is alleged to have taken place 
gn Angust 21st this year. 
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Denmark have died.^ The Dauphin had a son in July 
by the King of Spain’s daughter whom he married in 
March 1746. The King of Prance, being only thirty- 
eight, was delighted to have a grandson while still 
so young, but the Princess, who has been the cause 
of so much hostility, died in delirium soon after the 
child was born. Peace is likely now to be made, as 
she was always causing disturbances by her words.^ 
I asked the Governor whether they were making 
peace ; he said ifc was half-finished and was likely 
to be completed in about three months.® ‘ I think,’ 
he went on, ‘ that the English have sent us part of 
the Gazette only, keeping back three months’ news. 
I believe we shall hear of the treaty’s being made 
by the ship we expect in July or August.’ — ‘ Once 
there has been talk of peace,’ I said, * no doubt it 
will soon be made.’ — ‘ Yes, that’s true’ ; he answered ; 
‘the day we landed at Madras last year, fifty 
English ships appeared off L’Orient, but, while we 
took Madras, they were defeated and had to sail back, 
unable to do anything.^' Their company has suffered 


1 Philip y of Spain, and Christian VI of Denmark died in 1746 j but 
John V of Portugal did not die till 1750. 

’ The Dauphin married Maria-Theresa-Autoinette on February 23, 
1745. The child she bore in 1746 was a daughter, not a son. This 
marriage was the off-spring of the Family alliance and so a token of 
hostility to G-reati Britain. 

* A conference w-as held at Breda in the winter of 1746-47, but broke 
up without coming to terms. 

^ Destock appeared with nine ships of the line and numerous 
transports off L’Orient on September 30, 1746, and landed 7,400 men 
on October 1. It is said, the town was about to surrender when the 
English sailed away, flying, as a French writer says, from a capitulation. 

u 




82 


TOE DIAUY OE 


[May 12 , 


heavy losses, and under any circumstances I think 
peace is certain to be made.’ 

Tuesday, May 28 .^ — Two or three days ago, the 
Governor toJd me to get a letter addressed to 
seized by the men at the land custom-house 
at Fort St. David. I got a torn bag, put into it 
ten or fifteen bad arecanuts and some broken pieces, 
four or five old betel-leaves and bits of tobacco, 
three or four cash and a flint, along with the letter. 
I gave the bag to a peon of Malayappan’s and told 
him to leave it so that it might be mistaken for one 
dropped by a passing Chetti. It was dropped there- 
fore not far from Rangappa NS.yakkan’s‘^ palankin- 
boys, and the peon went on a little way as if ho had 
nothing to do with it. The palankin-boys found 
it, and gave it to their master, who road it and 
carried it at once to the English Governor. This 
T heard this evening, and came home after telling 
the Honourable Governor. 

The news from Fort St. David is that Madame 
Morse is so friendly with Mr. Griffin that she has 
not gone back to her husband at Tranquebar but is 
staying at Fort St. David. As she corresponds 
with Madame Dupleix, Mr. Griffin is doing so too, 
and not less than two or three letters pass every day 


^ 18tlL VaigS-si, Prabhava 

a 6rkandi Bangappa was tb© principal dnb^sh at Fort St. David. 
He was appointed Company’s dub&sh in 1149^ and allowed to bar© a 
ronndel and torcb-boys. Fort Oonsultattons, August 7, 
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between here and Fort St. David.^ They have 
proclaimed by beat of tom-tom that every house in 
DevaiiS.mpattanam is to be destroyed, and this is 
actually being done.® Permission to pull down the 
Dutch factory has been asked at Negapatam, and 
the Dutch there have consented if another factory is 
given them in Cuddalore.® Accordingly the Dutch 
are carrying their furniture and goods thither. 
Mr. Croke’s'* house, the hospital, the European 
Church,® Mx. Floyer’s house, and others have 
all been pulled down. Every thing is being 
destroyed except the Fort. Besides this, a Portu- 
guese ship has arrived from Achin and Malacca,® and 
is not being allowed to touch at Pondiohery. Ten 
days ago two English ships with 2,400 bales or so 
sailed for Benooolen whence they will proceed to 
Europe.’' The people of Devan§.mpattanam are 
complaining bitterly and long to be captured by the 
French who would at all events spare their houses. 


^ Either Banga Pillai is putting Madame Morse and Commodore Griffin 
for their servants who may have been conesponding with Madame Dnpleix, 
or else the correspondence related to the exchange of prisoners. See 
above p. 56 

^ Devanim^attanam was the village to the north of the Port. In the 
course of May a general demolition took place of all buildings (save the 
Dutch factory) within range of the Port, 

* The Dutch did not consent. See p, 69 su/pra. 

^ Edward Oroke was at this time Second of Council. He declined 
the Governorship on the sooie of age and ill-health. He had arrived in 
India in 1^08. 

® A Bom an Catholic Church 600 yards from the Port. Fori 8t, David 
Consultations, AipHl 25, 1747. 

® The Nossa Senhora d'Espsranm e Santa Gaterina, a Macao ship, 

7 The Britannia and the Lapwing were laded with all the Company a 
bales (abouii 1,800) for Europe Bencoolen, 




ms DtAST OP 


[Mat 28 , 


U 


Some French ships have attacked the Bombay ships 
that are bringing reinforcements — at least such is 
the news at Fort St, David from Anjengo and Telli- 
cherry. 

Monday^ May 29 } — Having to-day to perform 
my deceased father’s ceremony, I sent for the 
BrS,hmans, and, finishing by seven, I went to 
the G-overnor’s at eight, having been summoned by 
one of his peons. He told me that when Monsieur 
d’Bspr^m^nil left Madras for Bengal,- the Poligar 
of Dugarazpattanam waylaid him and his people, 
and robbed them of 2,000 or 3,000 pagodas besides 
other things, of which he had received a list. After 
this, the faujdar of Nell ore kepi him for two days, 
and only let him go after having seized 120 rupees 
of his and ill-treated him. The Q-ovornor ordered 
me to write of this with threats and promises to 
Nawtb Anwar-ud-din KM.n, to his son Mahfuz 
KhS.n, to Muhammad Tavakkal and Husain Sdhib, 
and also to our vakil, that they should do their 
best to get the money back. Accordingly Persian 
letters are being written and will be despatched 
to-morrow. 

To the west of Tiruppdrfir near Madras there is 
a poligar village called Attix^kkam. There live 


^ 19tii Vaig&si, Prabhava. 

® He left Madras on May 6, suddenly, to the surprise of the Pondi- 
chery Council i and made his way to Bengal, nofc reaching Balasore till 
August. Oons, Sup, d la Compagnie October 11, 1747. No. 7)* 

Also Saunders to Ployer, etc,, Angust 22, 1747, and Poster, etc., to the 
same, Angust 17, 1747, in Leiters to Wort St^ David of that year. 
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Malrl. 3 §.’s ^ brothers-iu-law, Yiramar^ji, and JSalyS.- 
narS.jS. By bis directions, these have once or twice 
tried to seize chests of silver on the -way from 
Madras. But they oould not raise more than a 
hundred peons while the French had a hundred 
Mahd sepoys and military ; and so the peons oould 
do nothing. Then Kaly3,narS,jt joined MalrS.jl, at 
Fort St. David, and now, by order of Mr. Floyer 
the Governor, has been sent with three hundred 
peons to Attip§.kkam to lie in wait for Muttayya 
Pillai who is expected to attend the approaching 
marriage in our house I heard this from the spies 
who bring news from Fort St. David. While we 
were wondering whether this news were true or 
not, Tiruvottas§,ma Pillai, Muttayya Pillai’s writer, 
came and told me of a letter which he had received 
from Valud^vdr Rilmabhadra Reddi. He wrote, 
* MaMjd’s brother-in-law has gone towards Madras 
with three hundred musketeers to seize Muttayya 
Pillai on his way from Madras to attend the marriage 
in Pondichery. I write this that you may know of 
the secret news I have heard ; and you should convey 
this to Pillai Avargal,® so that he may write to 
Madras and save Muttayya Pillai.’ I heard this 
yesterday evening, and both S^shMri Pillai and I 
wrote to Muttayya Pillai telling him of this news, 


^ He served the English well enough to be appointed * poligar * of 
Madras when the place was restored 5 bnt only held the post a short time. 
** The marriage of PipS.!, Eanga Pillai’s daughter. 

^ f.e., Kanga Pillai* 
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Some Frenoh ships have attacked the Bombay ships 
that are bringing reinforcements — at least such is 
the news at Fort St, David from Anjengo and Telli- 
cherry. 

Monday, May 29 } — Having to-day to perform 
my deceased father’s ceremony, 1 sent for the 
Brahmans, and, finishing by seven, I went to 
the G-overnor’s at eight, having been summoned by 
one of his peons. He told me that when Monsieur 
d’Bspr4m4nil left Madras for Bengal,^ the Poligar 
of Dugarazpattanam waylaid him and his people, 
and robbed them of 2,000 or 3,000 pagodas besides 
other things, of which he had received a list. After 
this, the faujdar of Nellore kepi him for two days, 
and only let him go after having seized 120 rupees 
of his and ill-treated him. The Gfovornor ordered 
me to write of this with threats and promises to 
NawS.b Anwar-ud-dln KhS,n, to his son Mahfuz 
KhS.n, to Muhammad Tavakkal and Husain Sdhib, 
and also to our vakil, that they should do their 
best to get the money back. Accordingly Persian 
letters are being written and will be despatched 
to-morrow. 

To the west of Tiruppdrfir near Madras there is 
a poligar village called Attipdkkam. There live 


^ 19tli Vaigisi, Prabhava. 

® He left Madras on May 6, suddenly, to the surprise of the Pondi- 
chery Connoil ; and made his way to Bengal, not reaching Balasore till 
August. Oowa. Bup. d la Comjpagnie October 11, 1747. (P.B.— No. 7)t 
Also Saunders to Ployer, etc., August 22, 1747, and Poster, etc*, to the 
same, August 17, 1747, in Letters to Fort St, David of that year* 
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Malr^jir’s ^ brothers-in-law, ViramarS.]^ and Kalyt- 
nari.]^. By bis directions, these have once or twice 
tried to seize chests of silver on the way from 
Madras. But they could not raise more than a 
hundred peons while the French had a hundred 
Mahd sepoys and military ; and so the peons could 
do nothing. Then KalylnarS,jl joined Malr^jl at 
Fort St. David, and now, by order of Mr, Floyer 
the Governor, has been sent with three hundred 
peons to Attip§,kkam to lie in wait for Muttayya 
Pillai who is expected to attend the approaching 
marriage in our house.® I heard this from the spies 
who bring news from Fort St. David. While we 
were wondering whether this news were true or 
not, TiruvottasS.ma Pillai, Muttayya Pillai’s writer, 
came and told me of a letter which he had received 
from Valud^vlir R§,mabhadra Reddi. He wrote, 
‘ Malr§,j§,’s brother-in-law has gone towards Madras 
with three hundred musketeers to seize Muttayya 
PiUai on his way from Madras to attend the marriage 
in Pondichery. I write this that you may know of 
the secret news 1 have heard ; and you should convey 
this to PiUai Avargal,® so that he may write to 
Madras and save Muttayya PiUai.’ I heard this 
yesterday evening, and both S5shMri Pillai and I 
wrote to Muttayya PiUai telling him of this news. 


^ He served the English well enough to be appointed * poligai* * of 
Madras when the place was restored 5 bnt only held the post a short time. 
® The marriage of Papil, Ranga Pillai’s daughter. 

^ «.8i, Ranga Pillai. 
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saying that the marriage might not he performed 
after all, and asking what had best be done as 
matters were in this state. As soon as I had sent a 
runner off with the letters, I went to tell the 
Grovernor. He at once asked what news there was 
from Fort St. David. I told him that the guns we 
heard two or three days ago were on account of a 
ship’s sailing for Bencoolen with a thousand and 
odd bales and the French prisoners,^ and that 
Perceval ® has gone to Bencoolen on her. All the 
other bales (I told him) have also been sent off ; 
Pand&ra Mudali, Irusappa Chetti and NS.rS,yana 
Chetti have contracted to supply 3,000 bales ; as 
none are instock, Panchlra Mudali is to supply two- 
thirds and has been advanced 30,000 pagodas — rupees 
for 5,000 and the balance in star pagodas ; the others 
have been advanced 5,000 pagodas each ; and so they 
have chosen an auspicious time and made advances 
to the weavers. Mr. Melon’s ship is going to Ben- 
gal and everybody is going on her. All the De- 
van8,mpattanam houses have been pulled down, and 
even the Dutch factory is being destroyed with the 
permission of the Dutch at Negapatam in return for 
14,000 pagodas or so and a piece of land for a new 


^ The prisoaers taken on the TioiUrdatn, See above p, 66. 
a Possibly William Perceval. Appointed Chief Ganner at Madras 
in 3738 after residing there for some years j in 1743 he was appointed a 
factor in the Company’s service. 

* A Mr. Melon owned a house to the northward of the Wnite Town 
at Madras; it was confiscated in 1749 along with others belonging to those 
who had lived under French protection. Love’s Vebtiges, ii. 402, 
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factory. Floyer’s house, the Second’s house, the 
hospital, the Christian Church and other buildings 
have alsobeen destroyed. The G-overnor asked if any 
buildings were left this side besides the Fort, and I 
said ‘ No.’ I then mentioned Ealylnarajl’s depart- 
ure with three hundred of MaMjl’s men to seize 
Muttayya Pillai on his way here from Madras to 
attend the marriage. He told me to write to NawS,b 
Anwar-ud-din Kh§.n, Mahfuz Khtn, Husain S^hib 
and Muhammad Tavakkal ; he even mentioned it in 
his letter to M. Dulaurens,® and observed, ‘ This will 
prevent Muttayya’s coming here.’ — ‘Yes,’ I said, ‘ it 
will.’ Afterwards I heard from Sadras that Mr. 
Bckinan,® Captain of the English soldiers at Madras, 
had been seized on Friday night at a house near the 
Dutch factory at Sadras by some French who came 
in two masula-boats. As I was sure the Governor 
must know all about this, I simply told him that 
our people had captured Mr, Eckman. ‘ Madame 
Eokman has already written to say so to my wife,’ 
he answered ; * bow did it happen ? ’ — ‘At ten o’clock 
last Friday night,’ 1 said, * some soldiers landed 
at Sadras from two masula-boats. Seven or eight 
soldiers with an officer and a Tamil went and knocked 
at the door of Mx. Eckman’s house next the factory. 

^ Edward Oroke’s. 

® Dulanrens was an employ^ of long standing, a Councillor, and sue* 
oeeded d’Bspr^ra^nil as chief at Madras Gone, Sup. d la Oompagrnef 
October 11, 1747, No. 7). 

® * The ignorant superannua^-ed Swede* of the East Indmn Chrmolo- 
gist. He arrived in Madras in 1706, and is stated to have served previ- 
ously in Flandei s. Jiove’s Vestiges, ii. 861, 368, and 486 
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He was asleep, bnt a doctor, who was there attend- 
ing his wife who is sick, went and asked who was 
knocking. The Tamil said that he had brought a 
letter from Puhoat and must go on at once to Cud- 
dalore. As soon as the door was opened, the officer 
and soldiers rushed in, terrifying the people inside 
so that they began to scream. Mr. Bckman then 
awoke and, coming out, asked what was the matter. 
The soldiers at once tied his hands behind him and 
carried him off to the raasula-boats. There were a 
hundred or a hundred and fifty peons assembled in 
the Dutch factory, but though they were prayed to 
open the gates they would not do so till sunrise. 
A letter has been written to Negapatam about this, 
saying that the fhrench succeeded because their spies 
are constantly sending news to Madras and Pondi- 
chery about what goes on at Sadras.’ — ‘ The ship 
which passed here on Friday night,’ the Governor 
answered, ‘ was going towards Sadras and belonged 
to the English. She must have put in there and 
carried Mr. Eokman off ; and the English who seized 
him are accusing us of having done so.’ — ‘But,’ 
asked I, ‘ why should the English have seized him ?’ 
— ‘ The people at Fort St. David,’ he said, ‘ have 
hated Mr. Morse and Mr. Eokman ever since Madras 
was taken by us, as if it had been their fault.^ I 


^ I oau neither confirm nor deny tins story* Colonel Love has pointed 
the letter in which Eokman defends his conduct. VesHges, li, 856* 
When the Company granted him a pension, the Fort St, Bavid Council 
declared that he was undeserving of it, J^ort St JOaviS Deaipaich to 
Pomfcmy, Kovepaher, 2, 1748, 
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■wonder what they have done with him. We must 
write to Sadras and explain that it is not our doing, 
since the Sadras people are putting the blame on 
us.’ So he sent for Mathieu and had a letter sent 
to Capitan Mijnheer Stapid.^ 

Tuesday, May 30} — 1 went and told the Gover- 
nor that Nawdb Anwar-ud-dtn Kh^n "with Mahfuz 
Khin, Sampiti E^o, Munawar-ud-din KhSn and 
others had left Triohinopoly, and passing by Udai- 
y^rptllaiyam, Tiruviti, Panruti, and Villupuram, 
had halted for a day at Gingee before going on. 
* When will Anwar-ud-din KhSn reach Aroot ? ’ he 
asked. I said, ‘ He ought to have arrived yesterday.’ 

The Governor told me to write to Mud^miah at 
Chidambaram to send fifteen or twenty peons with 
M. de la Haye ® when he comes up here. Ten peons 
are also to be posted at Villiyanallfir on the Chidam- 
baram road to inform M. de la Haye whether they 
have heard of any English being about or not. Ten 
peons are also to be sent ■with the same orders to 
the halting-points on the way to Chidambaram. I 
sent Mud^miah’s letter by some of Malayappan’s 
men, after giving them batta. That is all the news. 

^ Stapid is evidently a oorraption. By the courtesy of Dr, F. 
deHaan, the archivist at Batavia, I am informed that the chief of Sadras 
was Johannes Spits, ondercoo^pman* 

2 20th Vaig^si, Prabhava. 

^ Possibly the second surgeon at Pondiohery who had successfully 
operated on Dupleix for fistula. Oultru, p, 44. 
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JUNE 1747. 

Friday, June 8J- — M. Le ]M[ari(5, -wlio accompanied 
M. d’Esprem^nil to Maaulipatam, was robbed by the 
poligar of Sikkirikdttai ^ and other petty chiefs 
of a valuable musket inlaid with silver, a silver clock, 
and a large number of pagodas. He also writes, 
‘Jewels worth [ ] pagodas were forced from me 

by the poligar of Dugarazpattanam and the faujdar 
of Hellore. The former kept me a prisoner at his 
house for forty-eight hours ; and a peon who was 
guarding me stole a pistol and 7 pagodas as I lay 
asleep upon the ground — I was refused a bed. A 
blood-sucker was put into my breeches; I was 
beaten and cruelly ill-treated. Afterwards I was 
sent to the faujdar of Hellore, who kept me for 
thirty-six hours and then gave me over to an- 
other poligar ; and here also I was much ill-used. At 
Nellore they took from me two ruby rings, a very 
fine silver snuff-box, a gold cravat-pin, another 
cravat-pin made of the five metals, a pair of gold 
sleeve-buttons, a pair of silver shoe-buckles, a pair 
of garters, four agate boxes, eight agate buttons, 
four Ooffrees’ silver ear-rings, necklaces and other 
silver jewels, a silver-handled knife, and a pistol.’ 


^ 28rd VaigS.si, Prabhava, 

® Possibly Sriharik^ttai in the hfellore District, 
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This list was in French, dated May 19, 1747, and 
signed ‘ Le Mari4.’ 

Monday, Jane 5 } — The peons at the Bound- 
hedge have been ordered to close all the entrances 
if in the day-time th.ey hear a gun and see the flag 
at the Fort, and to assemble at the Fort if they hear 
two guns. This afternoon about three o’clock some 
shells exploded, and this sounded like guns. The 
peons at once closed the entrances to the Bound- 
hedge and assembled at the Fort. But then, seeing 
no flag, they learnt they were mistaken and opened 
the gates again ; but a good deal of confusion was 
thus caused. 

Tuesday, June 6 ? — When I was at the Governor’s 
this morning, Ohinna Mudali came and complained. 
‘ My brother’s accounts,’ he said, ‘ show that 
GavinivS,sa Mudali owed him 91 pagodas. When I 
ask him to pay, he says that he frequently brought 
presents from Aohin and Manilla for my brother, and 
on that account would take a few rupees now and 
then j and he refuses to pay unless I give him back 
the presents. Besides this, Malayappan owes 50 
pagodas. He also refuses to pay when asked, 
saying that 30 pagodas of his were deposited with 
me by Khnakardya Mudali’s widow, that he will 
only pay the balance and cannot do that at pre- 
sent. Please order him to pay me the money.’ The 


^ 26tli Vaig4si, Prabhava, 


a 2^7tb Vaigftsl, Prabbava. 
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Governor has been much enriched by business with 
this man and is well-disposed towards him^; so 
he sent for me and said, ‘ You must inquire into this 
matter and ask the Mudali and M alayappan to pay 
their debts to Chinna hludali. If they refuse, you 
may imprison them till they agree.’ 

I also told the Governor what I had hoard from 
Cuddalore about the destruction of houses — that the 
north wall and the four streets near it at Cuddalore 
had been measured for destruction, and that they 
had already set about it.® ‘ But why should they 
pull down Cuddalore as well as the houses at Deva- 
nampattanam ?’ he asked. — ‘I don’t know why,’ I 
said; ‘but perhaps they have heard that we ex- 
pect a large number of ships, and that is why they 
are pulling down Cuddalore as well .’ — ‘ You must 
be right,’ he replied, ‘ since they have so soon begun 
to destroy Cuddalore. Find out about it and let 
me know.’ 

Saturday, June 10 J — When I was talking with 
the Governor to-day, he asked what the news was 
from Fort St. David. ‘ Five ships have arrived from 
Bombay,* ’ I said ; ‘ a French bombardier, who 
used to send us information, has been found out 


^ Of. i, 346 and ii, 14 zwgra, 

® This seems invention. 

® 31st Vaigdsi, Prabhava. 

^ Not five bnt fonr sbips — the Warwick^ the the TLchesUr and 

the Bombay Castle^ They hronght 70 Enropeans, 200 Topasses, and 100 
Sepoys. Fort St, Davids Consultations^ May 28 and 80, 1747, 
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and hanged at the yardarm ; and Mr. Croke’s wife 
and children have sailed^ on the Surat ship Fatteh 
8awdr for Bengal.’ 

Sunday, June 11 J — We heard to-day from 
Snbbayyan at Arcot. He says that sometime ago, 
when Mr. Hinde, lately deceased, was Governor of 
Fort St. David, the English wrote to Ni,sir Jang, 
saying, ‘ The French at Pondichery came and seized 
Madras. There were many of the Moghul’s sowoars 
there and they were all ill-used. Then Mahfuz Kh4n 
attacked them with his forces but was defeated, and 
the French attacked the Moghul teriitories, burnt 
the jaghir villages and laid them waste, Anwar- 
ud-din Kh^n permitting it.® They are still looting 
and ruining the people and the sowcars, but Anwar- 
ud-din makes no effort to oppose them with his 
forces. In spite of his promise to us the Naw^b could 
not defend himself, and so was secretly bribed to 
make peace and went home. Unless you write and 
order the French to restore Madras, they will attack 
Fort St. David too ; so orders should be sent to 
the French. ’ This letter was sent by Mr. Hinde 
with a present of cloth by some of his own people and 
some Company’s peons. NS,sir Jang has accepted 


^ Apparently incorrect Oroke’s family is said to have been on the 
point of going to Bengal in September of this year. Fort 8t, David Con^ 
sultaiions, September 14, 1747* 

® 1st Ani, Prabhava. 

^ Cf, Nazelle p. 84 and p. 18 suipra. 
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the present and sent two persons^ [ ] and four 

dalayets with a dress of honour. These men are to 
send him the news of the place and say that he 
will soon he marching that way. They have now 
reached A root and are proceeding to Fort St. David. 

I told this to the Governor, and he ordered me 
to write to vakil Subbayyan to tell the Nawftb that 
the English were trying to turn him out of his 
place. ‘ He must tell the Naw&b tMs in confidence/ 
the Governor said ; ‘ but put it how you like/ 

Tut-sday, June 13? — ^i.vJly S§.hib, Imdm Sdhib’s 
envoy, yesterday reached my garden-house and sent 
me word of his arrival. I told the Governor and 
then went to see him. He said he had brought gifts 
from both N3,sir Jang and Imlm SA,hib. I then went 
back and told the Governor. He ordered mo to 
arrange to bring the presents in at day-break 
to-morrow. I went at once to my nut-godown, and 
ax’ranged for elephants, horses and kettle-drums to 
be made ready. Then at nine o'clock I came home. 

Wednesday, June 14 ? — On my going to the 
Governor’s this morning he asked if all was ready 
for the reception of the presents. I said ‘ Yes, ’ and 
he went in his coach and six to the tent pitched 
outside the West Gate. Thence he sent two 


^ Fazl-ul-lali and H&ji Muhammad ’Ali, described as merchants* 
They reached Fort St. David in June and demanded 1,000 pagodas for 
presenting Hinders and Griffin’s letters to Nistr Jang. Bt, David 
Consultations f August 33, 1747. 

* 8ra Ani, Prabha-ra. s 4th Ani, Prabhaya. 
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members of Council to my garden-bouse to fetch 
the presents in a coach. On their arrival the 
G-overnor advanced ten paces to meet them and 
having received the presents sat down again. They 
consisted of a smyeeli ^ set "with an emerald in the 
middle ; a plume set vrith a diamond between two 
rubies ; and a pendant of three pearls — these and 
four more were sent by NS,slr Jang. ImS,m Sahib 
sent a horse and four jewels. The Governor put on 
the turban sent by N^sir Jang, fixed the plume 
into it and then put on the sarfech. He looked 
magnificent and his face shone. Immediately after, 
he got up and entered his coach. As he passed the 
gate fifteen guns were fired from the walls, and the 
soldiers formed a lane from the gate up to the grass 
market, first went a white banner, then men 
carrying tufts of peacock feathers, then horses with 
kettle-drums and elephants with flags.^ Then came 
the troop of horse, and last of all the Mah6 sepoys 


^ * Un sirp^ohe on diad6me,..o’eat nne pi^oe d’orf^rerie d’or en oarr^ 
long de deux ponces, dont le tour esl orn^ de perles ; an miliou c’ett un 
fort gros diamant jaune at audessous pend une perle fine en poire... 
Ce diadtoe se porte snr le front et s’ attache par demure la t^te ’ Gnycn, 
Histoire des Jndes Orientalea, 1744, iii. 348-349. The particular siffiche 
that G-uyon describes is that presented by Safdar Ali to Dumas. 

^ These were the outward marks of dignity wMch were carried before 
a nawSib. It has been questioned whether Dupleix actually did assume 
the nawibship that had been granted to Dumas. (^Cultru, p. 182-183.) 
It is however plainly stated that Dupleix assutned the nawdbship in 
Bengal in the letter Cons, Sup, d la Compagnia, January 24, 1742, 
(P.B. — No. dj. The date of the letter, combined with the fact that 
Dupleix reached Pondichery as Governor on January 18, disproves the 
statement of Malleson (and Guy on) that he went specially to Bengal foy 
the purpose, 
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and Norsemen. Besides there were dancing-girls 
and various instruments, drums and so forth. This 
procession left the tent with great pomp and splen- 
dour at half-past seven. It went as far as the 
painters ’ bazaar, then turning sotith went down 
MuttayyaPillai’s Street, passed the VMapurilswaran 
Temple, skirted the south rampart and reached the 
East Gate. Then twenty-one guns were ftred. At 
last it reached the south entrance to tho Governor’s 
house ^ and he went in and sat down, on which 
there was another salute of twent} -one guns. In the 
course of the procession bundles of crackers were 
fired seven or eight times. It was a grand sight. 
At last all took leave of the Governor and went home. 

To-day I gave him a paper showing tho stages 
from Cliidambaram to Gingoo, Chidambaram to 
KSntlr is 10 miles ; Kdnfir to 'riruniuttam is 10 
miles ; Tirumuttam to GOpuram is about 13 miles j 
GOpuram to TJlundfir is about 1 3 miles ; Ulundfir 
to Tiruvennanallfir is 10 miles ; Tiruvennanallflr to 
Pauamfilai is 10 miles; Panamtilai to Gingee is 
10 miles ; in all, * from Chidambaram to Gingee is 
about 80 miles. 

^ I suppose this to be tbe bouse bought from Febviior and used as the 
* ffouvernetnent ’ Cons. d Xa Gompagme, Deoember SI, 1^41, (P.B*— 
No, 6), The south entrance faced the Fort 

“ The names of several of these places seem to be corrupt. K&ndris 
due west of Chidambaram 5 Tirumuttam may be the same as SrJmushnam, 
due west ot Kdnfirj G 6 puram is doubtless Gdputdpuram m the Yriddha- 
chalam Taluk, north of Srimushnam j Ulundflr and Tiruvennanallib lie to 
the northward of Gdpurdpuram j and Panam’dlai is probably Panamalai 
;n the Villupuram Taluk Ranga Pillai’s distances are only approximate. 
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Friday, June 16 — ^Letters came from Mah^ this 
(Verting to saj that M. Dordelin’s squadron had 
eached Goa and that he had died there.® I do 
tot yet know what other news there is, hut if I 
earn more I will note it down. 

The younger Sinappayyan writes to me, ‘ Mon- 
ieur de Leyrit who has been chief here and has 
tarted for Pondiohery wants you to undertake his 
msiness. He thinks that even if he goes to Bengal, 
te can send a good deal from there, and carry 
n a considerable trade. It would be well to 
oake a friend of him.’ M. de Leyrit is at K^rik^, 
or, though he is to go as chief to Bengal, he is 
vaiting for fear of being seized by the English on 
he way®. 

This afternoon Sing§.ram, the head-runner, 
»rought the Governor a letter from NSsir Jang. It 
aid that any secret things could be spoken of 
vith Sin^ram, and that the Sarkar would do what 
he French wished, but at present matters were very 
Lifficult. The Governor said angrily that Muham- 
nadans always prefer money to friendship, but 
levertheless he ordered me to send an answer by 


^ 6th Ani, PrabhaTa. 

2 Dordelin died au G-oa, May 11, N'.S. Cons^ Sup, d, la Gompagme, 
>ctober 1 1 , 1747 (P R —M, 7.) 

® Puval de Leyrit, son of the director d’^)spr6mMI, came out with 
ank as Councillor. After serving some years at lVIah4, he was appointed 
>ireoteui in Bengal, where the administration of Burat had been very 
lefiicient. He sailed from Mah^ on a Macao ship and reached Hegapatam 
rhenoe he went to Kirik^l. 

IS 
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Sing^ram detailing the various misdeeds of the 
English. 

Safwrday, June J7} — To-day a letter came from 
Na^§h Anwar-ud-din KMn. It said, ' I have 
ordered ’Abd-ul-wahlb EhAn,' Faujdarof Nellore, 
to restore the hundred and twenty rupees with the 
other property taken from M. d’Esprcmdnil and 
his people and to get a receipt which is to be sent to 
me. I have also written to the Governor of Port 
St. David, saying that MalrELjd’s people are sei74ing 
Frenchmen and their letters, and that unless he 
behaves so that no such complaints are made in 
future, I shall order ray jemadars to seize all who 
come outside the Bound-hedge. The mangoes you 
sent me were delicious and their sweetness still 
lingers on my tongue. Take care of the tree they 
came from.’ I brought this to the Governor and 
also gave him the letters that accompanied it to 
’Abd-ul-waMb and to Port St. David. He kept the 
former, but told me to give the latter to SingSram 
to be delivered as if it had gone direct. I said 
I would send it to-morrow, and shall accordingly 
do so. 

Sunday, June 18 .^ — The Governor told me that 
a peon brought him news this morning that M. Le 


^ 7th Ani, Prahhava. 

^ Son of Anwat-nd-d!n Khkn, commonly called * Abdnl Bob Cawn ’ in 
contemporary English records 
^ Bth Ani, Prahhava. 
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Riclie,^ M. de Leyi-it and M. Law^ in palankins with 
three Company’s peons had reached Phngunam and 
would arrive here this afternoon. He asked where 
Ptngunam was and I told him this side of Tiruviti. 
He then said, ‘ Five or six days ago you told me 
that the English had heard that Frenchmen were 
coming from K^rikll and had sent four or five hun- 
dred men to waylay them. But the padre who came 
from Porto Novo the day before yesterday came by 
VenkatammS-lp^ttai, Tiruviti and Panruti, and he 
tells me he saw nobody. He would tell the truth.’ — 
‘ Are our people coming that way?’ I asked, and ob- 
served that I could only report what was written and 
said by our peons and others who brought in news 


1 Jean Baptiste Le Biohe wab sent out in 1740. At this time he was 
second at K§,nkS.l He was apparently coming to Pondichery to marry 
Pteonille, daughter of Alexandre Legon The marriage was solemnised 
on August 2j 1747» I am indebted to MB.By. SingHravelu Pillai for 
kindly tracing the acie de mariaqe, 

® There were two brothers of this name in the French Company's 
service. They were sons of William Law, brother of the famous 
financier. The elder, Jean, was born in 1719 j he was appointed in 1741 
to the Company’s civil service, and from 1744 onwards till the final defeat 
of the French, served the Company in Bengal. In 1756 he married Jeanne 
Carvalho, by whom he had numerous children. The younger brother, 
Jacques, was born in 1724, and came out in the Company's military 
service. He was a lieutenant m 1746 and was promoted captain in 1760, 
in which year he lost an eye in the fighting before Tanjore. In 1761 he 
married Mane Carvalho, daughter of Francisco, a prominent inhabitant 
of Madras She was one of those numerous ladies reported to be ‘ the 
most beautiful woman in India, * and probably a cousin of the Jeanne 
Carvalho whom Jean Law married. In 1752 Jacques Law was the hero 
of the great surrender at Srlrangam. I am informed that there are still 
descendants of his at Pondichery. As Jean Law was at this time in 
Bengal, Banga Pillai must here be alluding to J'aoques. See M. Marbineau's 
Introduction to Law’s M4moire aur quelquea affaires de I ’ Empire Mogol 
(Sioc. de l^Eist des OoL Eran, 1918 ) 
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and tke people who had come from ChennamanSyak- 
kanp^laiyam.^ ‘ Why,’ he asked, ‘should they [not ?] 
come this way instead of going farther to the west ? ’ 
— • There is a risk,’ I replied, ‘ until they actually 
arrive. ’ — ‘ What ! ’ he said, ‘ you want your false 
reports to be vindicated ! ’ — ‘ Sir,’ I answered, ‘ false 
or not these gentlemen cannot be safe till they Jiavo 
really arrived.’ — ^He agreed that it was true, but, re- 
peating what he had said before, told me to go home. 
When 1 was going home to eat, a cooly all smeared 
with saffron came and told me that the Onddalore 
people had caught M, de Leyrit and M. Le Riche, 
and another European who had come with them 
from Tranquebar but whose name' he did not 
know. ^ When I had eaten, I went to the Governor’s. 
‘ Yesterday morning, ’ I said, ‘ the Europoans left 
Chidambaram. Before starting, they were disguised 
by Mudfimiah in gowns and turbans, and placed in 
close palankins. He gave out that they were 
women proceeding to Arcot and sent fifty peons with 
them. In spite of all these precautions however the 
English knew everything, for they had spies at 
Kliikfil, and sent fifty horse and four hundred peons 
to catch the Frenchmen. The ten peons, whom we 
sent to meet and warn M. de Leyrit and the 
rest, did as they were told; the letter reached 


1 An impoitant weaving centre, whence both French and English 
drew considerable supplies of cloth. 

2 Law was sent to meet de Leyrit at Negapatam and accompanied 
him to KdrikS>l Tranquebar 
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Chidambaram ; the peoas gave their ivaraing ; but 
the ill-fate of the Frenchmen forbade their listening ; 
they started and reached the fort of Piingunam near 
Tiruviti about an hour before sunset, accompanied 
by Mud^miah’s people. They started again about 
five hours after sunset, as soon as the moon had 
gone down ; and they had gone about three miles 
when they were surrounded by the English and 
MalrS,jS,’s men, who fired sixty or seventy shots at 
random. The palankin-boys and coolies threw 
everything down and fled, and Mudtmiah’s people 
had run away even before. Law jumped out of his 
palankin and ran off ; M. de Leyrit also got away ; 
but M. Le Riche was seized in his palankin and 
roughly handled. The two others had got clear, but 
M. de Leyrit mistook east for west and went on 
with two or three of the coolies. At sun-rise next 
morning he found himself at the river at Tiruv^ndi- 
puram, was seized along with his companions by 
English peons from Fort St. David, and, after a 
scuffle, was carried into Ouddalore, M. Law however 
has managed somehow to escape.’ The Governor 
asked if all this was true ; I told him it was. While 
we were still speaking, there arrived the three 
Company’s peons from K^rikSl, who had also escaped. 
They told me just the same story, and I re- 
ported this to the Governor. He said, ‘If we arrest 
Muhammad Kamffl’^ (who has just come), Nawfib 

i The G-oyernor of Puneri. Country Oorreapondevce, 1748, p, 82 See 
below, under date December 7, 1747« 
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Anwar-ud-din will do his best to get our two men 
released.’ — ‘ That would look ill,' I answered ; ‘ the 
Moghuls aro in favour with him, and though it might 
be fair to do so, the NawSb will think otherwise, 
for we are friends. Did he not write to ’ Abd -ul-walislb 
the very moment that he heard from us about the 
things stolen from M. d’Espr^menil ? And has he not 
written to Fort St. David about Malr^j^ ? Since we 
are on such good terms, will it be wise to do as you 
propose ? ’ — ‘ Anyhow,’ he said, ‘ get a letter from 
Muhammad Kamdl to the NawS.b ; and we will wait 
a few days till we can find a remedy ivhich will 
cause no harsh words.’ If I had gainsaid him, he 
might have got angry, so I agreed. He ordered 
letters to be written and sent at once to his High- 
ness the ]SrawS.b, Muhammad Tavakkal, and vakil 
Subbayyan, to get the Frenchmen released. 1 sug- 
gested that it would be best to send M. Delarche 
with the letters. He agreed, saying, * We shall write 
that it is a disgrace to the Nawdb for Frenchmen to 
be seized in his territory and that he should procure 
their release, and we shall use other arguments too in 
support of our case, but no doubt M. Delarche hud 
better go, so that he can answer at once any questions 
that may occur to them.’ 1 then sent for Madan&nda 
Pandit and told him what should be written to the 
Naw§,b — that these people were seized in the Tiruviti 
country, what special points should be inquired into, 
that the English were always causing disturbances, 
that unless he chastised the English and made them 
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give up their prisoners, his good name would suffer 
and perhaps N^sir Jang would think him useless and 
punish him, — along with other reasons. Letters were 
also written to Muhammad Tavakkal and vaMl 
Subbayyan telling them to explain matters properly 
to the Nawdb and see that what we asked was done. 
In the Naw^b’s letter I said that it was carried by 
M. Delarche who would answer all questions ; in vakil 
Subbayyan’ s I told him to give M. Delarche what 
money he needed and send me his receipts. Mean- 
while M. Delarche, who had been sent for, came in. 
The Governor explained to him what was to be 
done, and told him to start as soon as possible, 
telling me to get him eighteen palankin-boys and a 
head-peon with twenty others. I at once ordered 
the head-boy and the head-peon to see that all were 
ready. The Governor also told me to write to my 
gumasta at Arcot to supply M. Delarche with 
whatever he might need. T made the letters ready, 
including Muhammad KamM’s to the N’awS.b and 
Najlb Kh^n^ and gave them to M. Delarche. He 
took leave of the Governor and at nine o’clock after 
supper set out for Arcot. 

I also wrote to Mud^miah at Chidambaram, say- 
ing, ‘ Though we wrote plainly that our people should 
keep to the west by K&ndr, Tirumuttam, GSpur^pu- 
ram, Ulundffrp^ttai, Tiruvennanallhr, Panamtilai and 
Gingee, and though they would have gone that way. 


^ son of Anwar-nd-dln Khin. 
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you advised ttem othervuse, sent seventy of your 
people witli them, and told them there was no risk. 
So they have undergone this misfortune. You must 
therefore write to Arcot and Fort St. David, saying 
what you think fit, and do your best to find a way 
of procuring their release.’ I wrote this letter to 
Mud&miah, as the Governor ordered and sent it off. 

Ten persons who were travelling from KllrikAl 
to Cuddalore confirm what I have said above. 

Monday, Juns 19 } — This morning M. Law 
reached the bounds in a dhooli. 

I sent for the jewels that PerumW Ayyan has 
made me, and for my horses. 

M. Law reached the ValudAvfir Gate at eleven, 
took and put on the clothes of the senthy there, and 
thus visited the Governor at noou. When M. Law 
had told his story, the Governor turned to me and 
said, ‘ Besides our letter, M. Paradis warned them 
that the English were in force along the road ; and 
in spite of our orders to go to the west, they came 
straight on like fools. M. Le Eiohe tried to beat 
the spy who warned him, and called him a liar. 
What can we say of his good sense ? ’ The Governor 
went on talking like this for twenty minutes and I 
made suitable answers. At last He went in to 
dinner, and as the Company’s merchants were giving 
a feast in honour of the marriage at my house, I 
came home at once. 


1 0th Ani, Prabbava, 
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Thursday^ June — To-day we sent N^sir Jang 
a letter of oonipliment by Singiram, to whom we 
gave a bale of broad-clotb., second sort. In the letter 
we mentioned the capture of M. Le Biche and 
M. de Leyrit in the Moghul’s country and asked Nastr 
Jang to order the English to let them go. Sing^- 
ram was asked not to delay, and I gave him 25 
rupees for his travelling charges. He left the bale 
in my godown and asked to receive one instead 
from my bazaar at Arcot. So I gave him a note to 
Subbayyan telling him to give the bearer a bale of 
Erench broad-cloth instead of the English one that 
had been given. 

The Governor this morning asked why I had not 
told him about the sloop and another English boat 
that are lading shells.® I told him that the 
Mascareigne sloop that was captured at Merk&nam 
along with another boat was taking in shells at 
MerkSnam, and that an Englishman had come to 
overlook the work and was ashore. ‘ I have 
already told you,’ I added; ‘you must have 
forgotten,’ The Governor told me to find out if the 
boats were still there, and I at once sent a letter by 
runner to Srlnivdsa Pandit of Alambarai asking him 
to give me all the news. The Governor will try to 
seize the boats when we hear. 


^ IStli Ani, Prabhava 

* Tbe only source of Hme for mortar. The beach near Alambarai 
offered the most plentiful supply on the Coromandel Coast* 
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Friiaij, Jmw B3J - — I went to a feast given by 
the people of the ont-viilages in honour of the 
maiTiage, and then went to my cloth godown. 
Just as I had fxnishe<l my sleep, the (rovornor’s 
peon came for mo. I went at once. He asked me 
if I had yet heard from Alarabarai. T said I was 
expecting an answer hourly. We then spoke of the 
grain trade at Cuddalore. Tanuka Chetti and Nalhl 
Ohetti, Mailappa Ohotti’s sons, natives of this town 
and formerly Company’s merchants, are now living 
at DevanUmpattanara, and accuse every one who goes 
thither to buy goods of being a spy. If they are 
given two or three rupees, they let them go; but 
otherwise they carry them to Ranguppa NAyakkan 
and with their false charges get thorn put in prison, 
beaten and ill-treated. I told the Covernor all 
this, and also what had happened since the Bombay 
ships arrived. 

As it was the eve of the foavst of St., John, the 
Governor was going down to the soldiers drawn up 
south of the Port at the bonfire built there.® But 
meanwhile a letter came from Alambarai saying 
that the boats were laden, and would leave the day 
after to-morrow ; that on the Mascareigne ship there 
were eight Englishmen, twenty lasoars and twelve 


' I3tk Ani, Prabhava 

® The custom of lighting bonfires at this festival seems to have been 
wide-spread and ancient See, for instance, Brand’s AnUquiiieB^ 

sv Summer Solstice. Banga Pillai has already referred to it. Se€> 
Yol II, p. 87. 
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guns with powder and shot ; and that one Englishman 
had gone ashore. I told this to the Governor at 
once. He called M. Auger, ^ and ordered soldiers 
with ammunition to be sent in masula-boats to seize 
the sloop. Then he went on to the place where the 
bonfire was. After all the ceremonies had been per- 
formed, he and the priest lit it. Three guns were 
fired, and there was afterwards a salute of twenty- 
one guns from the fort. "When all was over all the 
Europeans there thrice shouted, Vive le roi. The 
Governor then went with the troops up to the fort 
and there the men were dismissed. He went home 
and at half-past seven was told that the masula- 
boats were ready. He ordered them to set out at 
once, and sending for me told me to arrange to 
intercept any letters going from Alambarai to 
Fort St. David. At half-past eight therefore I sent 
thirty men out by the Valud&vfir Gate which was 
specially opened, and then went home like the 
other people who had attended the procession. At 
mid-night three hundred sepoys were sent out 
towards Alambarai. 

Svmday, June — One of our people came in 

to-day and told the Governor that the sixty men 
and the officer who had been sent to Alambarai to 
seize the sloop had withdrawn on learning that she 
had guns mounted. My spies had already brought 


^ The Master Attendant. NazelUf p 176, 

® 16th Ani, Prabhava. Eanga Pillai dates this the 22nd, apparently 
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me the same news. The horse sent out by read also 
came back, and I heard the sepoys had reached 
my choultry. 

A letter from M. Delarche for tho Governor 
arrived along with letters from Muhammad Tavakkal 
and vakil Subbayyan for me. The last-named said, 
‘ I have seen Nawfib Anwar-ud-din Khan and Husain 
S4hib. When 1 told them that some gentlemen had 
been seized by the English at Tiruviti on their way 
from K^iikM, an order was sent to the Governor of 
Fort St. David to release them. A copy of the 
order in Persian is sent for you to see.’ It was also 
written that some velvet and a roll of silk should be 
sent to decollate Gulab Singh’s palankin. After 
reading this, I sent off five yards of red velvet and 
a roll of silk with replies to Muhammad Tavakkal, 
Husain Stlhib, and vakil Subbayyan, telling them to 
do their best to succeed in this affair. 

The order ran as follows: — ‘When we made 
peace with the French, it was resolved that none 
should trouble the Moghul’s countries. It is wrong 
of you to break these terms and take their people 
prisoners. On reading this you should release these 
two respectable persons, and send them to Pondi- 
chery, else we shall have to send a large force to 
assist the French.’ Thus the letter cringed rather 
than commanded. 

I have just taken the mint people to visit 
Madame Dupleix. They took of me three rolls of 
silk at 30 pagodas and presented them to Madame 
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Ste thanked them heartily for it, and they paid their 
compliments. 

The three hundred Mahe sepoys who marched 
to Alambarai came in this evening with their 
jemadar Shaikh Hasan. 

Tuesday, J uiie 27} — To-day I had a most pleasing 
talk with the G-overnor who was kindness itself. 
He asked when he could attend the marriage at my 
house. I said, ‘ Whenever you please.’ — ‘ But fix 
the day,’ he answered. 1 told him that as he took no 
meaton Fridays and Saturdays, Sunday would behest. 

‘ Very well,’ he said; ‘ but 1 do not see why you should 
spend four or five hundred pagodas on entertaining 
me ; a mere collation will serve.’ He said he would 
speak to Madame, and, after a few minutes, came back 
and said, ‘ Why should you waste five or six 
hundred pagodas ? Do not spend more than thirty, 
that is quite enough.’ Madame also said the same, 
and I consented. After a pleasant conversation of 
two or three hours with her, about the details of the 
marriage processions, I took leave of her and went to 
my nut-godown. 

Wednesday, June 28 } — This morning I went to 
theGovemorandtoldhim I had heard that Mr. Hally- 
burton and Mr. Allen,® the chief dub^sh, Mutytlu 
NS-yakkan, Var§,happayyan’s son, Venkata NSyakkan, 
Kuppayyan, head-peon Adiyappa Myakkan, andtwo 

1 irtli Ani, Prabhara ® 18th Ani, Prabhava. 

» Eanga Pillai is wrong about the second person. Beawes and later 
Crompton were proposed, but no one of this name. 
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hundred peons had been sent -with a pi’esent to 
Ntsir Jang by the English; that there "were a 
hundred coolies to carry the presents, and that they 
were accompanied by the Moghuls and Hai’karas who 
had come from NSsir Jang. The Governor asked 
when they started I told him that as they set out 
a hare crossed" their path, and they had returned in 
consequence of the ill-omenh He said 1 was to find 
out when they would start and let him know ; so I 
chose ten from among Malayappan’s peons and sent 
them off. The Governor then said, ‘ All the 
Europeans, both young and old, think the decora- 
tions of the pandal and the marriage -processions 
arc extraoi’dinarily magnificent. I hear the picttires 
hanging in the pandal show the capture of Madras, 
Mahfuz Khan’s defeat, his flight into Mylaporo, the 
fight at Fort St. David, the Ooffroes capturing tho 
battery, and my reception of Nfisir Jang’s presents, 
when I was wearing the turban. Every one says that 
nothing like it has ever been seen in Pondiohery 
since the day it was founded.’ I answered that the 
procession might be fine, but the pictures in the pan- 
dal merely celebrated his exploits and reflected his 
glory. He smiled, and said, ‘ I never met any one so 
sensible as you. I well know your gratitude and 
affection for me. God will bless yon and reward 

^ Eanga. Kllai’s news is fanoiiuJ. The embassy was ready to start, 
but news arrived that Niz§»m-ul-mulk bad marched from Hyderabad to 
Aurangabad, and the embassy was put off. On the arrival of N&sir Jang’B 
letters, it was decided to send Mutydlu, without any Englishman. JS'ori 
Damd Consultations, August 31, 
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you witli glory, woaltli and prosperity for exalting 
the French name. For your zeal to promote French 
interests and honour, you will be spoken of before the 
TTing ' and throughout the whole kingdom.’ Thus 
he praised me with kind words for about two hours. 
I answered, ‘ I deserve no praise, I am your slave. 
All the honour is due, my Lord, to you. How else 
can I repay your benefits than by calling my son — 
should I ever have one — by your name ? ’ 

Just then we heard the sound of guns, and I 
wondered if it came from Fort St. David. But the 
G-overnor laughed at me and said they must be fired 
in honour of my daughter’s marriage. He asked, 
‘ Who gives to-day’s feast ?’ Farasui4ma Pillai, I told 
him. He asked if the feasts would go on until the 
marriage was over. I said, ‘ Tes,’ and when he asked 
who was giving to-morrow’s feast I told him, 
Sadayappa Mudali. 

He then asked if the coral merchants had exam- 
ined all the coral when I took them to the Fort ; and 
I told him they had seen and valued the small-sized 
but not the large yet.^ He answered that when this 


^ Ooral formed one of the exports of the I’renoh Company. The 
English Company also exported it in the seventeenth century, but after- 
wards gave it up, and allowed private merchants to send out both coral and 
silver to India on condition that they should be consigned’ to the Company’s 
G^overnor and that the returns should be made in diamonds Ignorance 
of this difference in the practice of the two Companies permitted an 
unfounded acousaHon to be brought against La Bourdonnais, for allowing 
coral to be carried out of Madras under his treaty, which granted all 
private merchandize to its owners. BupleiV alleged (falsely) that the 
901^8^1 was the Company’s and therefore non entitled to exemption, 
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had beeiiexaminedtoo,theymustfix the price. * Is it 
true,’ be went on, ‘ that every one assembles at eight 
in your pandal, and you garland them, and not only 
anoint their foreheads with sandal but their 
necks and arras also? And then you distribute 
Yon are making them ill with it.’ — ‘They are all 
kind enough to come,’ I said, ‘because I am your 
slave.’ Then the Governor said to M. Bussy ^ and M. 
Bonneau* that in twenty months ’ time the splendour 
of the marriage would be spoken of in the Gazette. 
They said this marriage was finer than even a royal 
wedding, and discussed European marriages for 
nearly an hour more. I then took my leave and 
went to ParasurSma Pillai’s feast. 


^ Born 1718. He came out to the French laloi and accompanied La 
Bonrdonnais on his expedition. lie was at this time Lieutenant of the 
Volunteers of Bourbon, a Oroolo company. 

* Aoooini.anied La Bourdonnnais as OommiRSary General from the 
Isles where he was a member of the Conseil Supt^rteur, He died at Fondi- 
cheiy in December 1747» ba Bom donuais allof^es sundry scandalous facts 
about 1 im, M^moire pom La Bourdo'mais • Pieces Jmti : No* OXV. n. 
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Saturday f July IJ — TLis morning I went to tlie 
Fort at eight and saw the Second, M. Legou, and 
others about Company’s business, and then went to 
the Governor’s. He said that M. Delarche had writ- 
ten wishing to return. ‘ Has ’Abd-ul-h^ji® reached 
Fort St. David ? ’ he asked ; ‘ If so, we may tell 
Delarche to come back.’ ; I agreed, but said that 
’Abd-ul-h4ji had not yet reached Fort St. David. 
He asked whether the people with N^sir Jang’s 
presents had started yet. 

We then spoke of general matters, and he said 
he wished to see every one who had come for the 
marriage at my house. I said I would present them 
to him. * Ten thousand people,’ he said, ‘ have 
come in for your marriage ; rice is dear already ; 
there will be a famine.’ — * Sir,’ I said, ‘ it is not my 
fault. People come because of the stories of your 
victories — the capture of Madras, and the defeat of 
the Naw^b of the countiy, Mahfuz Khin — stories 
that are now familiar far and wide. But for you, 
no one would come here to honour me or any one 
else. Both here, and from Madras to Hegapatam, 
there have been many rich marriages before ; but 


^ 21st Am, Prabhava. Ranga Pillai dates it June SI 
® I believe the same as the man commonly called in the English records 
H&ji H&di He was for sometime nmb or deputy at Sf . !l^hom4, and the 
English put great faith m his friendship. See, e.g , Madras Consultations, 
March 25, 1745, and June 11, 1744. However he was at the same time 
in correspond enoe with Dupleix. Cultru, p 192, n, ij, 

16 



114 


TBE DIABY OF 


Tim 1, 


nov people come who never before stirred from their 
homes, because they have heard of your renown. 
Ask if what I say is not true ! ’ lie agreed, au<l asked 
me to present to him all the big people who had come 
for the marriage. I said I would. 

Afterwards the Goveruoi* sent for Appu and 
said he would come one day to one of tho feasts, sit 
along wdth the other guchis, and eat off a plantain 
leaf. Appu answered that he might, and the 
Governor then said that he himself w'ould give a 
feast one day in honour of the marriage. Appu 
told him that was not usual after the marriage was 
over. ‘ Well,’ said ho, ‘ T will chooso a day when the 
girl is bettor, as she is ill now, and give them a fine 
entertainment.’ The Governor s])ok<» of this to five 
or six Europeans with groat auimation. 

Thursday, July 13 .^ — This morning 1 went to tho 
Governor’s and he told me to write to Alahfuz Kh^n 
and to NIsir Quli Khan his diwan. The letter to 
the former said, ‘ Write to me of your welfare and 
happiness in having seen Ndsir Jang. The English 
are so puffed up with having visited N4slr Jang and 
sent him gifts, that they slight our father ® and say 
scandalously that tho Subah of Arcot will change 
hands and be given to a new man. I think this 
bodes ill to them, and that you will not suffer them 
to speak thus. With your favour we would have 
chastised them, but, anxious to obey our father’s 


^ Adij Prabhjs^ya. 


Aawar-ud-dln Kh&u, 
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orders, 1 have let him know of this and he has sent 
’Abd-nl-hS,ji to the Governor of Fort St. David, 1 
have thought well, however, to inform you also. 
Yon know the shameless behaviour of the English.’ 
It ended with compliments, and mentioned the cap- 
ture of the Ereiichmon at Tiruviti. The letter to 
NSslr Quli Kh4n was similar. Vakil Subbayyan was 
ordered to see that they were despatched at once to 
N4str Jang’s camp. 

I reported the following news to the Governor : 
The English have driven out of their bounds all the 
people who have lately settled there from Pondichery 
and Porto Novo — even the beggars. Muhammad 
’Alt B6g and other Porto Novo merchants who came 
on account of the marriage at my house were not 
allowed even to enter the bounds. Three jaggery- 
sellers, natives of Pondichery, have been seized, given 
forty lashes, and turned out with tom-toms tied to 
their necks. 

The Governor asked what we could do in retalia- 
tion. I said, ‘ Seize and deal likewise with two or 
three who happen to come from Ouddalore, and then 
proclaim by beat of tom-tom that no one is to go to 
Ouddalore.’ — ‘ All right,’ he said ; ‘ keep it secret and 
do so.’ The rest of our talk was about nothing 
of importance. 

Saturday, July 15 J — ^According to the Governor’s 
orders of yesterday, I told AvS.y S^hib to come and 


^ drd Idi, Pralbhava. 
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resid to liim tlie letter that carae yesterday from 
Im'cim Sllbib. It said: — ‘ Please obtain and send to 
Niz^m-ul-mulk a bundred candies of copper, two 
hundred of tutonague, ono hundred of load, and a 
hundred bales of English broad-cloth, AvSy SIhib 
will give you Nizsira-ul-mulk’s pass and send the 
goods to Aurangabad. You have written that you 
wish to exchange Madras for Valuddv&r and Villi- 
yanallhr, and that I should settle the matter. You 
seem to think lightly of Madras, as if it were a 
place of small advantage. But your conquest of it 
and your victory over the NawS,b of Arcot have 
spread your fame even to Agra and Delhi. ^Vhy then 
should you give up Madras ? I will secure for you 
the possession of Valuddvftr andVilliyanallhr, As- 
certain the assessment, the collections and the names 
of the jaghirdars. My people also shall make enqui- 
ries. Please give my son, Hasan ’All Khdn, a little 
money as I have already asked you, and also advance 
money to purchase and make ready things against 
my daughter’s marriage. You will have received 
already the sa/rpeclh sent you by Nfeir Jang. If you 
get the telescope now sent mended, and send another 
one, he will be as pleased as if he had been given a lakh 
of pagodas. Do not omit this. It will serve as a 
mediator to make friends for you. There is a book 
in the French tongue about the body, bones, veins 
and other doctor’s matters. Please send me a 
Persian translation of it, or, if there is none, the 
book itself.’ 
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After hearittg obis, tbe Governor, in tbe presence 
of Av^j SS.hib, gave me the following : — a book with 
pictures of tbe parts of tbe body and tbeir uses ; a 
book about instruments and medicines ; two tele- 
scopes, Englisb-made, one long plated, one and one 
coloured, and another of brass with wbicb to see tbe 
moon and tbe stars. He also told me wlat must be 
said in tbe letter to NSsir Jang to go with these 
things by Av&y S&bib, and to write to Im4m S4bib tbe 
assessment and collections of Valudlvbr and Villiya- 
nallbr. After be bad finished Ms instructions, Av^y 
S^bib asked about tbe other articles mentioned in 
l 3 ni.m S^bib’s letter. The Governor told me to see 
that a hundred candies of copper were given by tbe 
Company’s merchants, and asked bow much tute- 
nague they had. I told him a hundred candies, and 
be said that also was to be given, and be also promised 
out of tbe Fort ^ a hundred candies of lead and a hun- 
dred bales of French broad-cloth, as we have no 
English. He further said that be would pay 1,000 
pagodas out of tbe interest due, and told me to take 
a receipt for it. Av4y S4bib said it was not enough. 
The Governor answered that tbe broad-cloth, lead^ 
tutenague and copper would come to more than 30,000 
pagodas, and that be would give tbe rest after the 
ships arrived. Avdy S§.bib then took leave and went 
home. 

Tbe news about tbe marriage has already reached 
Madras. M. Dulaurens beard on Monday, July 10 


^ out of the Oompany’ia godowns in the B’orfe, 
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from Ms soa-in-law, il. Barthdh'iay, sayinsf that PA- 
pal had died on the 7th a1 half-jinst nine, lie sent for 
Muttayya Pillai, and told hiiu,aayiinir with much feel- 
ing that it was very sad for the hridogrooin and a 
shocking and undoscrvod misfortune for me. On 
hearing this Muttayya Pillai fell down and wi'pt for 
grief. All the Europeans, men and women, Hindus 
and Muhammadans, even the children, mourned, 
and the whole town wept. M. Dulaurens and other 
Europeans said, ‘ When it grieves us so much, what 
must it he to Eangappa and his wife ? ’ M Dulaurens 
asked G&pAlakrishna Ayyan to write me a letter of 
condolence, saying that it must be ascribed to the ill- 
fate of my son-in-law ami that wo must submit our- 
selves. The letter w as bitter reading to me. M. Bar- 
thdlemy sent it Muttayya Pillai of I’ortoNovo who 
left hero for Sadras on June 2B in a Portuguese ship,’ 
Oa[)tain Antonio de Campos, was in Madras and 
was present when M. Dulaurens told Muttayya Pillai 
in the Port about Papdrs death. Gdpdkkrishna 
Ayyan’s letter described the extreme sorrow felt by 
Muttayya Pillai and all the people in the town. Tiru- 
mangalam Kumarappa Ghetti and other merchants 
also wrote to me. When people who only hear of it 
are so grieved, what must I feel who witnessed it ? 
I wonder 1 still live. My heart must be of iron, not 
of flesh. Had this blow fallen ten days before the 
marriage, or after it, it would not have been so 


^ TKe San Luis, 
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jverwlielmmg ; but falliug amidst tbe marriage feasts, 
it is uubearable. Man’s efforts are vain. Heaven’s 
decrees surely come to pass however we attempt to 
resist them. None can take away from what God 
ordains or add thereto. What can I do ? 

Sunday, July 16 ^ — This morning the Governor 
sent for me and asked what was the news from Fort 
St. David. I told him one of Mr. Griffin’s officers * 
had been made commandant of the troops. When his 
commission was read, a black flag was hoisted above 
the English flag in the Port, and again when the 
troops were paraded. They fired a salute of fifteen 
guns. They were aU marched out to the Manja- 
kuppam garden, with three hundred Coffrees and the 
military from Bombay. They are preparing powder, 
shot and military stores, and are getting large sup- 
plies of biscuit ready. Madame Morse is still there. 
The men-of-war are taking in provisions and stores. 
The two men-of-war® that arrived four days ago 
landed some wounded men. They had been attacked 
by French ships near Galle and escaped by crowding 
all sail. They are waiting for English ships from 
Bombay, and they say among themselves that some 


1 Adi, Prabhava. 

® George Gibson, Captain of Marines, * an old and experienced officer.’ 
Jbrt Bt* David Consultations, June 22, 1747. His commission was 
delivered to him before the paraded troops July i\, Foit 8t David Consul- 
tations, May 6 and June 80, 1747. Mr. S. 0. Hill suggests that the ‘ black 
flag * was really a broad blue pendant flown by Griffin as Commodore. 

® There is no mention of these in the Company’s records. The story of 
the French ships is almost certainly false. 
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of the King’s ships are coming to the help of the 
French. HS. 3 i Hadi has not succeeded in getting 
the two prisoners released. Bikkan Khdn,' who has 
been on this coast before, is coming with 300 sepoys 
from Anjengo and some soldiers have been sent to 
meet them. Ndsir Jang’s presents have reached 
Arcot and passed on. 

The Governor asked me why the English hoisted 
a black flag. I said it was a European custom of 
which he must know more than I. 

Then Shaikh ’Abd-ul-rahmdn, the Head-Jemadar, 
came. He related the contents of a letter which he 
had received from Miydn Sahib of Perumukkal, as 
follows : — ‘When Mahfuz Khiln reached Ndsir Jang 
the latter refused to see him, because he had fled be- 
fore the French and disgraced the Moghuls. Mahfuz 
Khdn has encamped a league away, and is negoti- 
ating with Ndstr Jang.’ On this the Governor said, 
‘ But our vakil at Arcot writes that Mahfuz Khdn 
has had an interview with Ndsir Jang and was well 
received; and that NSsir Jang has even promised 


^ Bikkan Khin was an officer, not of the Anjengo, but of the TelHoherry 
garrison. He had been sent with a company of sepoys from Mahd to 
Pondlchery in at the same time as Shaikh Hasan and ’Abd-nl- 

rahm&n. In 1744 he was sent back to Malabar with his company which 
was reduced. I presume he then entered the English service. In 1747 
he was sent across with 225 sepoys * who have been prevailed on with much 
difficulty ou condition of being advanced two months’ pay each and diei^ 
money in their passage/ Telhchsrry Diary^ June 6, 1747. They arrived 

before and insisted that the allowance of diet money should be 

continued to them. Fort 8t» David ConaultatiorkSf July 23, 1747. 
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to give kim the management of tke Mysore 
affair. So it hasbeen ■written to Anwar-ud-din KMn. 
Is it false?’ — ‘Miyi.n S^bib’s vakil,’ said I, ‘is at 
IfSsir Jang’s camp, and bis report is probably true, 
for however low tbe Aroot credit may be, the Arcot 
people will always speak bigbly of it.’ — ‘ Wbat bas 
really happened then?’ tbe Governor asked. — 
‘ N§.sir Jang only wants to get some more money,’ 
said I. He agreed that it might be so. 

After this Shaikh ’Abd-ul-rahm^n said that 
Bikkan Kh^’s sepoys were well trained. I answered 
contemptuously that however brave a man might be, 
he had no chance of distinguishing himself if he chose 
the unlucky side. The Governor, noticing my ex- 
pression, asked what we were saying. I repeated 
it, and he said to ’Abd-ul-rahm^n with a smile, 
‘ For all their skill, the enemy will certainly be de- 
feated, for they are not on your side.’ He did not 
understand what the Governor really meant, and 
said, ‘What does that matter? They are good 
soldiers.’ The Governor told me to explain, as the 
man did not understand his meaning. So I explain- 
ed that as the Governor’s days of good fortune were 
coming, the enemy would not be able to stand be- 
fore him, however many brave men they might get. 
Then ’Abd-ul-rahm^n understood. 

Afterwards we spoke of various matters for more 
than half an hour, and I showed him how fortunate 
he had been and how luckily things had fallen out. 
I then took my leave and came home. 

16 
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The GoTernor went in and fetched a petition 
that the Eeddis of Alisap^kkam had presented to 
him this morning, stating what they had lost by 
plunderers. I read to him the details of their losses 
as they were written down : — 

23 or 24 garse of paddy, ragi and 
other grain @ 45| pagodas the 


garse 

... 1,058 pagodas. 

113 houses burnt down . . . 

... 940 

99 

177 bead of cattle 

... 215 

79 

4f) sheep 

8 

79 

4 plantain gardens 

... 125 

79 

Gold jewels and other property 

... 148 

7 * 


Total 2,489 pagodas. 

‘ Are we to believe this ? ’ the Governor asked. 

‘ When FS,sir Quli Khfi.n was in camp at Tiruk- 

kanji,’ I answered, * there were thieves and plunder- 
ers about for two or three days. But on Muhammad 
Tavakkal’s request, he gave orders and it was 
stopped. Besides, how many cattle must have been 
used to carry off so much grain ? and how much 
space for storing it ? These things make the petition 
seem felse. But the petitioners swear that Lazar’s 
people know all about it, as also the peons who were 
on guard ; as these men say the same, how can we 

prove it to be false ? ’ ‘ Of course the witnesses 

expect their share,’ he observed. ‘ But,’ said I, ‘ it is 
not just 'to dismiss the petition without enquiry.’ 

‘The place is neither my village, nor the 

Company’s, but M. Pumas’ village,’ he answered j 
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let Dulaurens give compensation if he likes.” 

They knew M. Dumas as Governor, and they know 
on as Governor, but no one else. They will do as 
on tell them after hearing their case,’ I replied. — 
But they value their huts at a thousand pagodas, 
ad you told me there were only three or four 
ouses,’ he rejoined. — — ‘ Yes,* I said, ‘ there are 
nly four houses, all the rest are huts. But if we 
nly set them at three or four pagodas each they 
ill come to four hundred. Add another four hun • 
red for the houses at a hundred each, and the whole 
omes to 800 or 900 pagodas. Besides, they have 
s witnesses Lazar’s people, the Company’s peons, 
spoys and some Ariytnkuppam people. They made 
sgular reports to Lazar who knows the whole busi- 
ess. They say they are your subjects and your 
laves, and have sufFered heavily while your depend- 
nts made lakhs of money out of Madras. It is 
ot fair, they argue, for even peons to get 60 or 100 
agodas while they themselves have lost so much by 
heir evil fate,’ The Governor laughed, said it was 
ad luck, and, giving me the petition, told me to 
ell them so. 

Monday, July 17 J — There was nothing specially 
oteworthy to-day, nor did the Governor speak of 

^ The village of Ahsapikkam was given to Dumas in 1740 by 
afdar *Ali, in reward for his services in sheltering D6st ’Alt JSlbdn’s 
imily. Dulaurens was acting as attorney for Dumas, and the revenue 
'as farmed out to Lazar (Ohiuna Mudali) brother to Kanakaraya 
[udah, the late Chief Dub^ah. 

* 6th Adi, Prabhava. 
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important matters. But M. KHas sent for me early 
this morning by Kulandaiyap].)a Mmlali to talk 
over an important piece of business. I went at six, 
and he began by condoling with me, saying 1 did 
not deserve such a misfortune, that God’s will was 
beyond human powers, and it was no use to grieve. 
Then he asked whether I had sent my property out 
of the town, as danger was at hand. * What do yon 
mean ?’ I asked. — ‘ The English are pure to receive 
more ships/ he said, ‘ and God knows whether we 
shall. One should take some precautions. It is no 
good repenting afterwards.’ I assured him there 
was no danger ; but nothing I could say persuaded 
him. Thinking it little use to argue with him, 1 
told him I would take care of my affairs and he 
could take care of his. 

Then I went to the Governor and told him that 
not only M. Elias, but councillors as well, were 
preparing to go away, and arranging for the safety 
of their property as they feared the town might be 
taken. If councillors do this, what will others 
do ? All but the Governor distrust the future. It 
rests with Heaven to decide. 

Tuesday t July 18} — To-day two letters came from 
ChandS, Sihib at Satlra, one for the Governor and 
one for me. They were brought by M36 Pandit. I 
reported their contents to the Governor as follows : — 
‘ It gave me unspeakable joy to hear of your welfare. 


* 6tli Adi, Brabliava. 
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your courage and fortitude, your victories, renown 
and liberality, from Jayarlm Pandit wbo has re- 
turned after visiting jou and fiagh&ji Bh6nsla’s 
gumastas. He related your promise to pay on my 
behalf one lakh of rupees as soon as I leave Satira, 
a second when I reach Cuddapah, and a third when I 
reach Aroot, together with 10,000 rupees to Jayar^m 
Pandit if he brings me safe there^ Your kindness to 
him, to my family and to my son gave me great joy 
when I heard of it. My affairs are already more 
prosperous, for Jayartm Pandit has mentioned your 
promise to S§.hu ES.j^, RaghOji BhOnsla and others. 
God will therefore bless you with yet more victory 
and fame. Just as I had gathered troops to set out 
on my journey, I heard that Hawlb Asaf JIh and 
Nfi.sir J ang were already at Slrpi or thereabouts. 
I am therefore waiting. NS,8ir Jang remains, even 
now that hrizS,m-ul-mulk has departed for Auranga- 
bad. He has been ordered to collect the peshkash 
from Mysore, and the Arcot etc. arrears, but that 
is all. The rains have set in and delay his return. 
I am only awaiting his departure when the rains 
are over ; and as soon as I arrive my power shall be 


1 On May 4, 1745, the Pondiohery Oounoil promised Ohandi Sahib a 
loan of a lakh of rupees to assist him in becoming N awab of Arcot. 
Oultru says that he was released by the Marathas in 1746, without any 
intervention of the French. (Oultru, p. 280). In 1747 the Council 
wrote that the loan was still withheld. (Cms, b, la Compagmef 
Jannary 81, 1747, P.R.— JTo. 7.) The present letter, if Banga Pillai may 
be trusted, shows that Dupleix had promised thrice as much as the Council 
had authorised, and that the loan when made was not to pay Ohand& 
S4hih’s ransom, but to pay his troops on the march* 
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yonrs. If any English ships are cruising about, with 
your courage and with a fort as strong as Lanka/ 
you need fear nothing. But should they fire on the 
town, the children and infants in my house would 
be terrified. Please send them to Wandiwash or 
some other place of safety out of reach of cannon. ’ 
In his own hand he added, ‘ Nfislr Jang is ordered 
not to pass the Ghats, but to camp about Sirpi 
and collect revenue, and he will not go to Arcot. 
You need not fear anything from him. As soon as 
the rains are over I myself will come and destroy 
your enemies like fire set to a heap of cotton.’ 

I told all this to the Governor, except about 
sending the children to Wandiwash for fear of an 
attack by the English, But ho was not pleased 
with the hearing. A letter like this should have 
made him smile and fiUed him with great joy. 1 
suppose there must have been cause for anxiety in 
the letter that came from Surat this morning. 

The Governor’s letter to Ntsir Jang is as fol- 
lows : — ‘ I have received the presents you were pleased 
to send me through Imfim S&hib. I have sent you one 
very good telescope and two more like those you al- 
ready have togetiier with two books about the body. 
There is a physician here who can explain them in 
Persian, and also the construction of the telescope. 
If you desire him, he shall be sent to you. I send also 
a copy of a letter I have already sent to Nawfib 


^ The myfchio toxh of H^Taaa on the island of Ceylon. 
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Anwar-ud-dln KMn, describing tlie shameless 
conduct of the English. If you read this at your 
conyenience, you ^11 see "who is in the right. God 
has blessed you -with power next under the Moghul, 
in order that you may punish the unjust. We 
expect several Europe ships to arrive soon. When 
they come, I will send gifts which may be worthy of 
you. Of this I will write again.’ 

After I had read this letter to the Governor, he 
told me to give it with the telescopes and the books 
to Av^y SShib, to be sent ofi quickly. I did as he 
directed. 

The runners who arrived from Surat this morn- 
ing, said that two days before they left seven large 
Europe ships were in sight, but they did not know 
to whom they belonged. Even when closely ques- 
tioned, they could not tell whether they were French 
or English, and said that they showed no flag. A 
hundred and fifty Cofirees this evening were sent 
aboard the damaged ship in the roads. ^ 

Wednesday, July This evening at six o’clock 

letters came from vakil Subbayyan and Muham- 
mad Tavakkal at Arcot. Subbayyan’s letter says, 
‘ Muty§lu Ntyakkan, the Fort St. David vakil, has 
reached Arcot with the presents for Msir Jang and 
with N^sir Jang’s people. He has presented Naw&b 


1 The Bourbon, which, instead of being broken up, was converted into 
a floating battery and armed with twelve 18-ponnders, Cons, 8u(p, d lot 
Oom^agnie, November 30, 1747 (P.U. — No, *t), 

* -^di, Prabhava. 
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Anwar-Tid-din KMn with a nazar of twenty-one 
mohurs, Husain Sfiliib with eleven moiiurs, and 
Samptti RSo witli five mohurs, and has given Pichoht 
Mli five rupees. He told Anwar-ud-dSn KhSn, 
Husain S^hib and the rest that the French had 
treacherously seized Madras and were now plunder- 
ing it, and that he was going to N&sir Jang to get it 
restored. He asked the Nawi.b and Husain SShib 
to assist, and paid them many compliments ; but the 
Naw4b took no notice, and Husain S§.hib oJily said 
that the two nations were his two eyes. MutySlu 
asked him to inquire into the dispute and do justice 
between them ; but Husain S&lub answered that if he 
did so, he would have to condemn the English. 
Samp^ti Mo also gave a similar answer. MutySlu 
and the rest of the Port St. David embassy are very 
dejected, and mean to set out in three or four days. 
Muhammad HamM and Batn£tji Pandit are meiliating 
on their behalf. When Mahfuz Kh&n appeared before 
NSsir Jang, the latter said in groat wrath, “You have 
rained your districts and oppressed your inhabitants. 
Your misrule has made you infamous. You have 
stored up grain and sold it only at high prices and 
made a famine. Do not appear again in my 
presence.” So Mahfuz KhS.n is now keeping aloof 
and trying to make his peace. What further 
happens I will write later.’ SingSram’s letter says, 
‘ You know that the runners who went to Surat were 
imprisoned. It was the head-runner’s fault that youi 
letter to the French factory there fell into the hands 



1747 .] 


ASAmA BAJSrGfA PIZiAI. 


129 


of the English^. The runners who were seized on 
their way there have now been set free and have 
arrived here. In future let all affairs be done 
through me, for Subbayyan is trying to introduce 
some other person.* With the exception of this last I 
told the Governor everything — about the Fort St. 
David business, about Mahfuz KhS,n, and about the 
runners’ release. He told me to put off writing to 
the Naw^b and Muhammad Tavakkal, as he had 
ordered in the afternoon, till we saw what was 
going to happen. 

Sunday, July — A letter has been received 
to-day from vakil Subbayyan at Arcot. He says, 
*MutyMu N^yakkan and the others from Fort St. 
David have been halting here on their way to Ndsir 
Jang with presents. After many efforts he has 
obtained a dress of honour from the Hawlb worth 
twenty or twenty-five rupees, but even that was not 
conferred in person. Muhammad Tavakkal has 
taken Mutyfilu two or three times to Husain Sahib’s 
with whom he has had secret conferences, and also 
to the diwan’s for the same purpose. Afterwards 
Muhammad Tavakkal carried him to his own house 
and gave him a dress of honour, MutySlu giving 
him a roll of scarlet broad- cloth in return, and 
perhaps also some present in secret. NS.sir Jang’s 


^ Letters brought by two pattamars from Pondxohery were delivered 
by mistake to Mr* Fraser. See Surat D%ary, April 5, 1747, in Forreafs 
Bombay SeleGtiona^ Home Senes, i. 276. 

3 lltb Adi, Prabhava. 

17 
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presents which were brought here by coolies have 
now been put on five camels that have been bought. 
The coolies have been sent back along with Mal- 
r^ji and his peons who came with them. Tho rest 
have now gone forward.’ This letter was written on 
July 18. 

When I reported this news to tho Governor this 
morning, he told me to write the following letter to 
!Naw§,b Anwar-ud-din Khdn : — ‘ We have already 
sent M. Delarche to you to represent the capture 
of two French gentlemen, the Chiefs of K&rik&l and 
Mah^, near Tiruviti. It is now a month since you 
sent ’Abd-ul-h^ji to Fort St. David to speak about 
this matter, and he has been there a fortnight ; but 
up to now we have received no reply, although we 
have heard ten times from Fort St. David that they 
will not release the prisoners in spito of your orders. 
It is usual among Europeans to exchange their 
prisoners, but we did not do so, preferring to apply 
to you. The English write to you that they never 
create disturbances, and that they always obey your 
orders ; moreover they have been sending people to 
tell you so. You know the terms in which both 
they and we have written to you. But they capture 
two Frenchmen in your country at Tiruviti, and 
send out peons to seize the grain that has been pur- 
chased in your country as it goes along the roads, 
and take the bullocks also. We have never done 
so. According to custom we shall now exchange the 
two prisoners, and we write to acquaint you of our 
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purpose.’ I sent off the letter to the NawS-h, with 
others for Muhammad Tavakkal and Subbayyan, at 
two o’clock this afternoon. 

Friday, July B8J- — To-day jemadar ’Abd-ul 
rahmdn came and told the Governor that a Tinne- 
velly poligar had stopped Bikkan Khfi.n on his way 
with 300 men from Anjengo and Tellicherry. The 
Governor called for me, and told me to get J’afar 
SS.hib, Mir Ghuhlm Husain’s father, to^write to Mir 
A’aziam,who has married Mir Ghul^m Husain’s niece, 
and ask him to arrange with the poligar to send 
Bikkan Kh§.n and his people back again. Jemadar 
’Abd-ul-rahm§.n and MadanS.nda Pandit therefore 
went to J ’afar St,hib and got the letter. A letter 
was written to Mir Ghullm Husain in the Governor’s 
name and another in mine; and all thi*ee letters 
were sent off at ten o’clock to-night with one of 
J’afar SS,hib’s people, one of ’Abd-ul-rahm^n’s and 
two of ours. 

Saturday, July 29 J — This morning I related to 
the Governor the contents of vakil Subbayyan’s letter 
which ran as follows : — ‘ N^sir Jang has been in 
Mysore, and as the arrears were not paid up, he 
ordered the country to be ravaged. On that they 
offered thirty lakhs of rupees, but he demands fifty 
Ifllrbs of pagodas. They are negotiating. Mahfuz 
KMn is with the NawSb of Sirpi. He has written 
that he must pay fifteen lakhs of rupees else his 


^ 16th Adi, Pxabhaya. 


® 17th Adi, Frabhava, 
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business will not be settled. Thej have sent a draft 
on KM Dds Bukkanji for five lakbs and about the 
balance have written that the rains have failed, 
famine has followed, many have died, and the 
revenues are in arrears ; that the country is impover- 
ished, and much damage has botm done by the 
French ravaging a hundred and fifty villages ; that 
under these circumstances they cannot pay more 
than the old rent, for, even if there should be good 
rains and harvests this year, it will be three years 
before the revenue is stnught again. This is their 
answer to Nfisir Jang’s report to Nawdb Asaf J&h 
that their rent should be raised. 

‘ The daughter of Muhammad Tavakkal’s elder 
brother has died. A week after, his younger son, 
fourteen years old, died also, and his older son-, 
who was recently married, is ill as well. 

‘ HSiji H&di has written from Fort 8t. David to 
Arcot that the Governor refuses to release the two 
Frenchmen taken near Tiruviti unless the French 
release the several English people whom they seked 
at the Mount. Husain SShib and Samp§,ti Mo have 
been consulted, and it has been resolved to require 
the English people taken at the Mount, and 
M. de Leyrit and M. Le Kiche taken at Tiruviti, 
to be sent up to Arcot and a reconciliation made. 
M. Delarche’s expenses at Arcot, and the hundred 
rupees given to Sing§,ram for sending letters to 
NMr Jang, ImMi S§hib, and others, will be added 
to my account which will be sent later,’ 
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I related all this to tlie Governor, omitting "what 
he said about his account. When the Governor 
heard what was said about exchanging the French 
prisoners for the English captured at the Mount, he 
laughed and said contemptuously, ‘ Let them go 1 ’ 
He spoke thus because seven or eight days ago an 
exchange was agreed on : — Mr. Morse, the former 
Governor of Madras, for M. de Leyrit, M. d’Bspr4- 
meniL’s younger brother, and Mr. Perceval, a bro- 
ther-in-law of Mr. Benyon\ once Governor of 
Madras, for M. Le Riche, the Chief of E^riki.1. The 
letters about this have been sent, and it is arranged 
that the French prisoners shall be returned. 


^ William Perceval married OorDoHa Horden in 1730. Richard Ben- 
yon manied as his second wife in 1738, Fiances Davies n^e Horden, sister 
to Cornelia. 
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AUGUST 1747. 

Friday t Augut^i 4 } — This morning the Governor 
sent for me, and said, ‘ Madame d’Espremcnil is 
leaving for Sadras to-day and will take a Portiigueso 
ship there for Bengal. She will be escorted by 
twenty or thirty horse and fifty sepoys. Bind out 
whether there are any English on the road, and tell 
M. Cochinat® who is also going.’ I therefore sent a 
peon to ask the runners about it. The Governor 
then balked of various matters for two hours. He 
was in a good humour. Then ’Abd-ul-rahm^n came 
with his son, who is ten years old. He complained 
that his pay was not enough to live on. As the 
Governor was in a good temper, he ordered his pay 
to be raised two rupees. Madame d’Esprdmdnil set 
out with the horse and sepoys between four and 
five o’clock this evening. 

M. Eriell, who is a mischief-maker, arrived from 
Madras at six this evening. We shall see what 
trouble he makes with the business here. 

A BrShman came to-day from Malrlljfi. at 
Cuddalore, saying that he would come over here if 
the Governor pleased. I mentioned this to him, but 
he only said, ‘ Do what you like about it.’ 

Friday, August 11 } — At half-past four this after- 
noon, Jayanti B§ma Ayyan * came and said that he 

^ 23rd Adi, Prabbaya. 

® Ee was a Lieutanant of Bragboiis. Easelle, p* 190. 

» aOliii Adi, Prabbaya. 

* A gram-morebant, Betftded to tb© nortbwaxd. 
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wislied to take his leave of the Governor and go. 
As I have a pain in my leg, I was unable to go with 
him, so I sent Madan§.nda Pandit instead, to get the 
Governor’s permission. He was admitted at five. 
Five guns were fired, and presents were made — to 
J ayanti Etma Ayyan two rolls of scarlet broad-cloth, 
and to Hanumanta Ayyan and the gumastas of 
Goralavar and Muppiri Chetti two yards of scarlet 
broad-cloth each. The Governor told him that he 
must send us plenty of grain hereafter ; all he need 
do was to send news as soon as it reached Pulicat 
and we would fetch it.^ He answered with many 
compliments that he would do so, and taking leave 
was with me by half-past five. He told me he was 
going to leave to-morrow and so departed. He and 
Madandnda Pandit also said that the Governor had 
told them the news he had received from Mah4 — ^that 
a Goa sloop had brought French letters thither 
and that a large number of ships were coming ® — 
they would be here, the Governor said, in seven or 
eight days. 

A letter came from Anwar-ud-dln Khtn to-day, 
saying that he was unwell and wanted some medi- 
cines. It was brought by a camel-courier and was 
written in French. The Governor on reading it said 


^ Perhaps it was more than a ooinctdenoe that grain which Jayanba 
Bdma was supposed to be obtaining for the English was detained at Puli- 
oat the next year. Gountry correspondence 1748, p. 71. 

^ Bupleix was expecting the fleet which, under Saint-GJreorges, was 
first scattered by a storm, and then destroyed by Anson and Bosoawen oi? 
Cape Finisterre, 
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that when the Nawhb was ill, at all events, he 
rememberetl ns, and ordered M, Cayrefourg to make 
up the medicines he wanted. 

Saturday, August 12.^ — This morning at eleven 
all the Company’s merchants came to see how my leg 
was. While 1 was talking to them, Appu Mudali 
came from the Governor’s with a message for me. 
He said, ‘ The Governor asked me if you had come, 
and I replied that your leg was too painful. He 
then asked if you could not come supported by two 
men or carried by four, and at last told me to tell 
you that he had received excellent news from Europe, 
that a large number of ships wero coming, and that 
he was troubled at your absence because he wished 
to speak with yon in person. I am sent to fetch you 
somehow or other and to tell you to announce the 
approach of the shipping.’ 

On hearing this I presented Appu with a neck- 
lace and a turban. The merchants also gave him 
two yards of broad-cloth. He received those and 
departed. The merchants left at noon after talking 
for a little while. 

Sunday, Avgmt 18.® — I went to visit the 
Governor at three o’clock this afternoon and found 
him walking on the verandah before his house. As 
my leg was still painful, I had to be helped by two 
men to get out of my palankin and conld only walk 
slowly with their aid. He laughed when he saw me, 


^ §Jst Adi, frabhava, 


« Ivani, Frabhaya. 
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but I salaamed and then sat down to rest on the 
other side of the verandah. Then the Company’s 
merchants came ; I went in with them and offered 
limes to the Grovernor. They did so too and paid 
their respects. He told us that many Europe ships 
were expected and that trade would be brisk ; that 
M. Dumas had died in Europe ; that two directors 
of the Company had been dismissed and replaced by 
new men, who were of good family, rich and well- 
known, who would not take bribes or demand pre- 
sents like their predecessors, but manage affaii’s well 
for the sake of their own reputation.^ ‘ The new 
directors,’ he said, ‘ have spent 60 lakhs of pagodas 
on fitting out ships and preparing troops, without 
counting the cost, in order to win fame and glory for 
the Company. By the grace of God, the investment 
will be large, and I shall ask you to sign the con- 
tract without delay.’ Thereon the merchants 
praised the Governor’s courage and fame. He 
observed about M. Dumas’ death® that no ©ne who 
went home after an Indian career lived for more 
than four or five years. The merchants answered, 
‘ God bless you with long life, and increase your 


^ For corruption among the directors of the French Company, see 
Oultru, pp. 20, etc. No new directors were appointed between 1744 and 
1748 (see list of directors in Weber’s Oompugnie de$ Indes, p 451) $ 
the passage possibly refers to the increase of the Syndics from two to 
SIX in 1745. (Weber, p. 437 and n, 2,) The directors were practically 
nominated by the minister, the Syndics however were elected by 
the shareholders of the Company and supposed to watch their interests. 
The cargoes and specie sent ont in 1746-47 were considerably in excess 
of those of the two preceding years. Weber, p. 498. 

* Dumas left India in 1741 and died in 1746. 
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fame jear by year that we may eojoy peace and 
prosperity under your benign protection.’ The 
Governor took me in, after dismissing tbo mer- 
chants, and when wo were alone he said to me, 
‘ All you have said has come true. Good news has 
come as we hoped. You foretell the future as 
though you were an astrologer. Whatever issues 
from your mouth comes to pass. I have good nows 
for you also. As there are matters which should 
be spoken of only in private, it would be well if 
you were to come to-morrow afternoon.’ The 
Governor also gave me news which I cannot write 
down now, but will hereafter. He then went out 
driving. I also went out and then returned home. 

At seven this evening two Brfihmans came from 
the of K^rvfiti with a dress of honour, a paper 
granting me permission to use the village of [ 

] for making salt, and a letter. After I had 
received these, I arranged for the people’s lodging, 
and sent them away to rest for the night, giving 
them rice and other food and asking them to come 
to me to-morrow. 

Wednesday, August 16 } — To-day a letter came 
from Mahd, saying that three ships had anchored 
there, and more had been sighted and would soon 
come in*. It is not known what else is in the letter. 
The Brfihmans who brought it say as above. 

^ Avani, Prabhava. 

^ A ship and a aloop put futo Mah^ about this time, aud there 
were iiying rumouxs of a J’reuoh fleets T$U%dhBrr^ Diary, July 26 aaa4 
60, aud Au^t 7, 1747* 
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This evening a sloop, coming from the north- 
ward was sighted by the captain of the dismasted 
ship in the roads. He fired two guns at her, and 
she turned as though making for the shore, but 
then veered to the north and put out to sea again. 
The captain of the ship in the roads fired ten times 
at her ; and the corner battery near the shore and 
the battery next it also fired; but the sloop escaped. 
She belongs to the English and so was fired at, 
though she showed a difEerent flag. 

Tuesday, August 29?- — To-day I sentRSma Ayyan 
and Blaiohiyappan along with Appu Mudali to ask 
the Governor what should be done about the 
festival at AriySnkuppam ® which begins to-morrow, 
as many people will be coming and going with 
their baggage, palankins, horses and letters ; I 
wished to know whether they should be searched 
or allowed to pass without. The Governor thought 
there was no need to search people for the ten 
days of the feast, but that those who wished to go 
should come to me and get a chit to pass them by 
the watch-people at the bounds. 

^ 17thAvani, Prabhaya. 

® The Christian festival, which Eanga Pillai visited out of curiosity 
in 1748* See i, 236 supra. 
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Sunihi^, 8epf ember 17.*— Mir Diyiluat-ul-lah 
sent me word to-day through Madanfmda Pandit 
about news which ho had received from Arcot and 
the merchants there from Aurangabad : — 

‘ N’iz^.m-ul-mulk, who has been staying in the 
Port of Daulatabad, has gone mad, having been 
bewitched, it is said, by the Killedar. Hair, and rice, 
both black, red, yellow and white, and other signs of 
magic have been found on the roof of his house ; 
and his madness has caused general confusion. 
Naw^b Anwar-ud-din KhSn has reached Vdlikondai 
with seventy horse on his way to Trichiuopoly. 
Forty or fifty people were killed on each side in 
the fight between NMr Jang and the Mysoreans. 
The Moghuls demand 40 or 50 lakhs of pagodas, 
and the Mysoreans offer 26. The matter is still 
undecided. This is true news.’ 

I reported this to the Governor. He asked the 
news from Fort St. David. I told him that the 
English men-of-war had left accompanied by twenty 
masula-boats and twenty catamarans; that two 
Company’s ships were in the roads ; that another 
ship had come from Bombay, with 200 barrels of 
gunpowder, many shot and musketS and a few 
cannon ; and that Mr. Morse was at the Company’s 


^ ‘ Ofeiier people m the town reckon it 4th Purattitsi of Prabhaya, bnt 
I reckon it to be the 6th’ Banga Pillai notee in the margin* 
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garden. After musing for a time, the G-overnor 
■went to lie down. At half-past ten he went to 
M. Paradis’ garden at OlukaraP where Madame 
d’Auteuil ® is staying. Madame Dupleix had already 
gone there after the service in the church at eight 
o’clock. 

Tuesday, September 19 .^ — While I was -with 
the Governor to-day, M. Cornet came. As he was 
about to go, he asked whether I and the other 
merchants would not sign the contract. The 
Governor answered that cotton and thread were 
said to be very dear in the country, and that we 
were demanding an increase of nine per cent, as we 
had heard many ships were coming which would 
raise prices ; and that we also said the English 
disturbances m the country made it difficult to send 
money out and get cloth back. After dismissing 
M. Cornet, the Governor turned to me and said, 
‘ Don’t you know that nothing can be done contrary 
to the order of Council P And won’t you believe 
me P I will represent the matter in Council and get 
prices raised nine per cent. Can I not write now to 
give you more, and, when the business is finished, 
take from you thirty or forty per cent. ? Both you 


' Olukarai was the health-resort at Pondionery just as St* Thomas’ 
Mount was at Madras. La Bourdonnais wished to have a house reserved 
for lii™. there in. 174B» MimoitB pow La Bourd^(yn/na%Sf Pi^css JtffSiificativeSf 
No. 1. 

® Marie Albert, Madame Dupleix’ sister; bom 1711; married (1) 
Aumont in 1728 and (2) d’Autenil in 17*1. 

* 6th Poratt&si, Prabhava, Eanga Pillai adds a not© similar to that 
of September 17. 
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and the merchants know that nothing is done but at 
my instance. Bren if they don’t, can you not make 
them understand? \VTio will contradict you? 
Have I ever broken my word ? But that is what 
you and they are afraid of.’ The Governor also made 
some more severe speeches, and then I answered, ‘ I 
well know that you are thinking how you may 
benefit us in spite of having passed the resolution 
in Council. Both the merchants and I know this. 
But I had to speak about the matter, for there are 
many of us; they dispute; and so business is 
delayed. Were there only one, there could be no 
such disputes^’ — ‘ Ask them if they can believe me,’ 
the Governor said ; ‘ if they can, let them sign the 
contract and tell them I will try to get them their 
nine per cent.; but if they cannot, I won’t trust them 
either, and will require immediate payment for all 
they have bought of me. If they don’t pay, they 
shall be imprisoned and disgraced. 1 will ruin them 
and make them confess that misfortunes happen 
when people will not listen to me. It shall be 
spoken of for generations.’ He said this very angrily, 
and to appease him I answered, ‘ May that never 
come to pass! The merchants call their children 
by your name. Since God has so favoured you, why 
think that they will ever disobey you ? Your fame 
has spread to Delhi. Even people in distant places 


^ The Freaoh at Poadiohery, like the Bnglish at Madrasi prorided a 
ooxieiderable part of the Oampaay’s investment through a body of me!> 
ohants organised on a joint^stook basis. 
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give your name to tkeir cliildren so that it shall 
never be forgotten.’ 

He heard me with pleasure and asked me what 
terms I was on with the padres of St. Paul’s 
Church^. I answered, ‘Now I seldom go there. 
They used to flatter me publicly for doing good to 
Christians. They even said that they had some- 
times prayed for me so that I might not be sepa- 
rated from them in Heaven. When I went to see 
them at the New Year, they would call’ me from out 
of the crowd and flatter me for an hour and a half 
together. But as soon as I became Chief Dubish 
on the death of Kanakar&ya Mudali,® they began to 
say they would be better ofE if a Christian were 
appointed, and that they could not expect help from 
a Hindu ; that they could exercise seven-eighths of 
the power of Government if the Dub^sh were a 
Christian, but if he were a Hindu they had diflSicul- 
ties; that the King had ordered that the Dub^sh 


^ %,e, the Jesuits. They are often called * Paulists ’ by early travellers, 
less from the great Jesuit College of St. Paul at Goa, as some have said, 
than from the fact that they were reckoned peculiarly *the apostles to 
the Gentiles.* Loyala, after becoming General of the Society, renewed 
his vows in the great basilica of St Paul’s at Eome. The Capuchins 
had the cure of Europeans, and the Jesuits of Indian Christians at 
Pondichery, 

® M. Vinson gives the date as June 25, 1745, Les Frangais dans VInde, 
p. 1 n , but in a letter Gone* d la Oom^agme^ February 20, 1746, it is 
said, ‘notre courtier est mort depuis quelques jours’ ?•) 

Itanga Pillai gives Peb 12 as the date, i, 310 su:pra» Ranga Pillai did not 
become Chief Pub&sh immediately on the death of Kanakar&ya Mudali. 
On January 10, 1749, the Conseil SwpSHeur wrote to the Compagnie that 
po formal appointment had jret been made. (P3. — 7.) 
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sliouldbeaCLristian/ but the Governor ignored the 
order ; and that though Dumas, who unlike you, 
supported the Christians, was dead, there was still 
La Bourdonnais ; that they had written to the King 
and would write again unless they soon received a 
favourable reply. So they have persuaded the Christ- 
ians that their claims are just. Till now I have said 
nothing about this, lest you should think I spoke 
out of self-interest, but as you ask mo I cannot 
avoid saying a little. Yon have only to make 
inquiries to learn all about them.’ — ‘ They are de- 
ceitful people,’ the Governor said, ‘and can be 
overcome by nothing but deceit. You must 
pretend outward respect for them, and win their 
confidence.’ As I remained silent, he wont on, 
‘ You must take occasion to visit the Superior, and 
tell him how you have till now always behaved to 
their satisfaction, how you have always experienced 
kind treatment from them, and how you have been 


Tlie religious policy pursued in the early pairt of the century at 
Foudiohery is remarkable. It appears to have been ordered that no 
mosque or temple should be repaired ; Hainiyappan was ordered to be 
converted within six months under pain of losing his post as Chief 
Bubish s Hindu festivals were prohibited on Sundays and the principal 
Christian feasts ; even when these regulations had caused the greater 
part of the town to bo deserted, the Jesuits urged that a temple should be 
pulled down instead of conciliatory measures being employed^ des 

du Gon$e%l SomBramt i, pp. 1^5, 140» 142, 158, etc, (This vsduar 
ble collection of documents is being pnnted by the * Sooi4t5 de FHistoire 
de riude Fran^aise ’ at Fondichery,) It is difficult to avoid the oonolusion 
that in this zealous proselytising policy lies one reason why Fondichery 
was far inferior to Madras as a commercial centre j and perhaps the same 
cause also oontnbuted to the absolute failure of Bupleix* efforts to induce 
the Madras merchants to settle under the French, 
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surprised to hear from some Christians that they 
now speak differently about you. Say all this with 
a smiling face, and tell him that though you have 
always been ready to serve him, your feelings will 
change if he believes what common people say about 
you and if he too speaks ill of you. Tou must let 
me know how he answers. If he speaks roughly, 
you will know how to close his mouth. Tou alone 
are capable of doing me this service, and so I have 
selected you for it instead of any one else^’ I said 
I could only visit the padre on business. He replied 
that some excuse would turn up and then I could 
go. I agreed to do so. The Grovernor then went 
into Madame’s apartment ; and when he came back 
he said the priests were clever people, but I was 
cleverer. He told me to go to them, find out what 
they really meant, and make them confess their 
errors. He then went in again, but came back to 
tell me to persuade tne merchants to sign the con- 
tract. 

Wednesday, September SO .^ — This morning I 
went to the Fort and spoke xrith M. Cornet. As 
M. David, the Governor of Mascareigne, desired, I 
sent for the painters and was settling with them the 
cost of making bed-curtains, having given them the 
cloth for it, when the Governor sent a peon for 


^ Apparently Dnpleix. wished to ascertain what was the Jesuits’ 
attitude towards some order regarding that ancient bone of contention — 
the V^dapnri Iswaran Temple. See below p. 151. 

® 7th PuTattd.si, Prabhava, 

19 
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me. He showed me a letter from a padre at P61dr, 
who said that Mtihammad ’All Khdu’s son, J’afar 
’All KliSn, was preventing the Christians from 
building a Church, and oppressing them, and the 
padre therefore desired a letter to be written to J’afar 
’All Khdn asking him to permit the building of the 
Church and to treat the Christians better. The 
Governor said, ‘This gives us just the opening to 
carry out what we resolved on yestei’day. Take it 
to the padre and ask him what should be done. 
Then bring the conversation to what we spoke of 
and find out what he really thinks.’ 

I took the letter at once and went to St, Paul’s 
Church ; hut as the priest was out and would only 
come in at eleven, I went back to tho Governor and 
told him 1 would go about four. I then went to 
M. Cornet, and, after talking a while with him, I 
went home, had a bath and my dinner, and lay 
down. At half-past four I rose again, went to 
M. Ooeurdonx’s, and sent in word of my arrival. 
Prakfi.san told me he was alone in his room, so I 
went and paid my respects. ‘ What 1 is this the 
gate of Heaven ?’ he asked; ‘ What has brought yon 
here? What was the matter with you? Are you 
better now ?’ I answered that so long as I had his 
blessing there was no doubt of my getting better. 
‘ What is our blessing to you ? ’ he exclaimed ; ‘ It 
was the BrShman’s blessings that cured you.’ — 
‘ I have always acted,’ I rejoined, * impartially be- 
tween Hindus and Christians, You must hare heard 
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from your catecHsts that I always give immediate 
attention to their complaints. Till recently you 
have always been very gracious to me, but for the 
last few days you have been speaking of me un- 
kindly. I can only ascribe it to my bad fortune.’ — 

‘ If we had a Christian as Chief Dublsh,’ he said, 

‘ we could trust him ; and before you became 
Dubdsh, you were favourable to us ; but as soon .as 
you were appointed you began patronising Hindu 
temples, giving them privileges, but quite neglect- 
ing the Christians. Br§,hmans and Hindus have 
received honour while we have sufEered.’ — ‘It is 
true,’ I answered, ‘ that there has been much 
distress these last three years, because no Europe 
ships have arrived, because trade has been bad, and 
because the famine has brought rice to only half a 
measure per fanam. But no one is to blame for 
that. Had it not been for the genius of M. Dupleix 
MahIrtjS, the town would have been utterly ruined.’ 
— ‘ Does not M. Dupleix favour you ? ’ he asked. — 
‘ It is not M. Dupleix alone who favours me,’ I 
said; ‘Ever since my father’s time, for the last 
twenty-three years, I have been treated with 
respect. Even when Kanakartya Mudali was Chief 
Dubish in name, I enjoyed three times as much 
power as he. Do not think that the present Governor 
alone respects me, or that my power and honours 
only began with my appointment as Chief DubElsh.’ 
— ‘ We all know that you belong to a respectable 
family,’ he answered, ‘ that has been held in esteem 
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for two generations. You have hold important 
places and won the good will of Europeans. But if 
you had been a Christian, many others would have 
become so too.’ — ‘Your words ustonish me/ I 
said. ‘The Christians form only a sixteenth of all 
the people here, and all are poor save the family of 
Kanakar&ya Mudali and his brothers’. It is only 
of late years that a few have been able to keep 
themselves in comfort as Europeans’ dub^hes or in 
other employments ; they have been able to build 
themselves brick houses and to save fifty or a 
hundred or two hundred or throe hundred rupees. 
The rest are all servants and coolies. You know 
this well and that it is not so with the Hindus. 
They are tho Company’s merchants ; they are 
employed at the beach, in tho choultry/ in tho Fort/ 
and in the cloth, iron, rice and wheat godowns. 
They even supply the provisions for the barracks in 
the Fort. Such are the big appointments that they 
hold. Some private merchants are rich enough to 
obtain ten or twenty thousand pagodas’ worth of 
goods on their own credit in dealing with the Coun- 
cillors and other Europeans. All the renters of the 
out-villages are Hindus. Christians hold no such 
posts. But as Hindus hold all the high employ- 
ments, how can you suppose that I could convert 


1 ‘ Encore ne seroient oe qne deg gnewt.’ Megistre du Oone. fioit*. 
(September S, 1706), i. 26. 

® That 19, ixL the Sea and Land Oust<)m<-iiotiaes 
* In the Aooountant’a and other offioea 
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them? Those of my caste and family •who are 
dependent upon me would suffer if my hands 
grew weak; hut the merchants are all Ohettis, 
K6muttis, BrShmans and Gruzardtis ; those in 
the Company’s service are mostly BrShmans and 
VeMlas. All the shepherd caste ^except Muttayya 
Pillai graze sheep, and haye no other means of 
liyelihood. But each is his own master and does 
not trouble about the rest. So if one turns to 
another religion, the rest will not follow him. 
Though you can see this as plainly as a nelli- 
berry® in your hand, yet you ask me such a 
question. I must think that you are not in earnest, 
but are only sounding me. Though Kanakartya 
Mudali was a Christian, and was dubS.sh for twenty 
years, Arump&tai Pillai, Sadayappa Mudali and 
many others of the Agamudiyans® neyer were con- 
verted. His family was conyerted in his father’s 
and grandfather’s tune; they haye mcreased by 
marrying with people in the country districts ; but 
he made no conyerts after he was employed. I 
only say this by way of reply, for you know the 
whole truth. Kanakar§,ya Mudali died a year and 
a half or two years ago. But it is only lately, in 
the last month or two, that there has been this 
general distress such as we haye neyer seen before. ’ 
— ‘ Say what you will, ’ said the Superior, * I am 
sure that all would become Christians if only you 


^ To which Bdiiga Pillai belonged 

* The fruit ot the Phyllanthiia emhUea, The saying is prorerbial 
^ See ThurstozL^S Ga$Ua and TnUs, 
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would set the example. We should be quite satisfied 
with you as Chief Dub^sh if you were a Christian. 
As you are not, we havtj had soYoral times to urge 
M. Dupleix to appoint one. We have written 
to Europe, and we will writo again. We will do 
our utmost, we will speak in tho Council, for we 
have got a letter from the King that the post 
must bo reserved for Christians. ’ — * 1 never asked 
for the appointment,’ I answered. ‘When the 
Governor ofiEered it to me, 1 refused at first and 
then only accepted in considei'atiou of the future. 
Even when KanakarSya Muclali was alive, I had a 
palankin, and torches,^ much influence and a great 
trade. Thus it is clear that I did not seek the 
appointment at all, but was obliged to take it as I 
lived in the Governor’s town. This is known to 
you, to the Oouuoil, and to all who live here. You 
know even better than the others. I don’t depend 
upon being dubsLsh. ’ — * Quite true,’ he said; ‘ and 
you are more capable than any one else; but I 
think that if a Christian were DubSsh, even though 
he were a foo|, many Christians would prosper. If 
you were a Christian, you would make many con- 
verts. If only Kanakar&ya Mudali had been as 
clever and persuasive as you, he would have made 
many. May God bless you and take you to 
Himself. ’ — * If it be so decreed, ’ I said, ‘ it will 
surely come to pass.’ 


^ Marks of dignity wHoh only tke principal inkabitant® were allowed 
to use within the Fort, alike in English and: French settlementi. 
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On. this there -was a little silence, and then he 
asked me if what he had heard from the Governor 
was true, that I was to explain to the heads of 
castes the orders about the V^dapuri tswaran 
Temple. I answered that I should do my best to 
carry out the order, and he rejoined that God would 
reward me for my service. I said, without com- 
mitting myself, that I would spare no pains in the 
matter, so far as it was in my power. I then 
showed him the letter from the PblUr padre to the 
Governor, and said I was sent to ask what answer 
should be made. He said, ‘ I have not heard any- 
thing about this letter. There is a village called 
Pushpagiri, in the Vellore country, near Pdlhr. A 
letter should be sent to Muhammad ’All Khfin’s 
son, J’afar ’All Hh^n, who lives near PQlfir, asking 
him to treat the Christians and the padre kindly. ’ 
I then took my leave and departed. On my way 
home I went to my nut-godown, thinking that I 
would go to-morrow and teU the Governor what had 
passed. 

Thursday, September 21 } — When I went to the 
Governor this morning, he asked me what the padre 
had said yesterday. I told him exactly as I have 
set it down in my diary. He then said contemptu- 
ously, ‘ So you must either become a Christian or 
cease to be Dub^sh ! Does the man suppose himself 
to be the Governor ? He is childish ; he can do 


^ Stii Pnrattdsi, PrabhaTftt 



152 


ms VI ARY OS 


[SlPt. 21, 


nothing. Their power all disappeared with 
M. H^bert.^ Even in Europe people know they are 
liars and pay no attention to what they say Did 
lie say anything besides V At all events, you need 
not be alarmed at what he said.’ Just then the 
padre Ooeurdoux came in and said that no reply 
should be sent to the F6Iftr padre until he had made 
inquiries. The Governor said, ‘ Very well, Ran- 
gappa, you may write when you are told to. ’ I 
then left the room while the Governor and the 
Padre spoke together. Presently the Padre came 
out onto the verandah where I was, and said to 
me, ‘ I will send you word, my dear Ranga Pillai, ^ 
as soon as I hear from POlhr. ’ T paid my respects 
and said I would wait till then, and ho saluted me 
and went away. 

Saturday, September 80} — To-day 1 carried to 
the Governor the R&j^ of Travancore’s messenger, 
SorS Mudali Marakk&yar®. I gave the Governor a 
letter written in Para«y?, * and said that a cadjan 
letter had also come. After looking at it, he smd, ‘ I 
think the Tamil letter will be the same as this. But 


^ Hubert wae Govamor of Pondiohery 1708-13 aad 1715-18. These 
with the intervening years when Dnlivier was CS^overaor, formed the 
pewod when the Jesuits reoeived most support from the Government. 
See p. 144 eupra, 

® l7th Fwatt&sij Prabhava. 

» The Marahkiyars are a class of Muhammadans IxFing on the Kast 
Coast. To jndge from his name, the man here mentioned must hare 
been a conyert from Hinduism, 

^ f Wirings I presmme here^ Portuguese. 
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you had better go through that and explain it to 
me. I will read through this one; we will see 
what differences there are, and then reply. Please 
send these people to their lodging to rest.’ So I 
sent them away. 
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OCTOBER 1747. 

Suwhnj, Ot'hhrr 7} — At throe o’clock this after- 
noon, eight English ships and a sloop — nine in all 
—came to anchor in the roads just opposite the 
town. Tho cannon wore loaded on the sea-wall 
and then on the ramparts to the north and south 
also, and everything was in readiness. The Gov- 
ernor only wont homo from the Fort at half-past six. 
As it is St. Mary’s day, there was a festival at the 
Capuchins’ Church, and twenty-one guns were fired 
in tho evening. I note this because it is not usual ; 
it was done to-day in order to frighten tho English 
ships that are here. 

Thursday, October 5 .^ — At half-past six this even- 
ing five officers — M. Mainville,'* M. Changcac, M. 
Gorlier,‘ M. Mose,® and another whomT do not know 
— set out for Mahd, with five palankius and forty 
bearers, two bullocks loaded with provisions, three 
Brhhmans and four of ’Abd-ul-rahm4n’s sepoys who 
have often been to MahA They took 100 pagodas 
for their expenses, and besides 1,000 pagodas in two 
half-bags. I gave the bearers and others batta 


i ISth Purattisi, Prabbara. * 22nd Pnratt&si, Prabhava* 

® Main-nil e airivea in India in 1739 j was piomoted zom-Ueuienmi 
in l741 j lieutenant 1743 ? ; captain 1746* His account of his career in 
India is printed in Dnpleix’ B^ponse ct la Letire du Sr, QodeheUf 1768, 
p. 240* It is not entirely accurate, 

^ The name is conjectural. 

® Ranga Pillai writes * M6sa/ There was a Pedro Monsse, a Topaas, 
^mong the employes of the Company, 
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for fifteen days’ Journey. The Europeans have 
orders to recruit five hundred sepoys and lascars, 
and to return by January ; if they can, however, 
they are to return by December. So they departed. 

Before the G-ovemor went to Olukarai to-day, 
K^lingarS,ya Muttayya Mudali, and Muttu, the son 
of my Viri, Pillai, came and said to me as follows : — 
‘ On Tuesday night we heard from Sw§.mint,than, 
Sadayappa Mudali’s son, and we actually saw in 
Tamil, the contents of a petition that has been 
written against you by the Master Gunner, but it 
has really been done by the Christians and was 
planned by that fellow VarlSm, Malaikkolundu 
Mudali’s son; Muttukumaran, the son-in-law of 
XanakarSya Mudali’s sister, and a few others.’ 

I think Varl§,m would not have done this without 
Madame’s consent. The cause of this is perhaps 
that Manilla Latour^ told the Governor that Madame 
a fortnight ago had received 600 or 700 pagodas 
from that rogue Tiruv^ngadam in connection with 
Rangi’s suit. What he told the Governor was this : — 

* Rangi the dancing girl died, and, having no heirs, 
she left her money to a teacher of dancing. Madame 
has taken 650 pagodas from him ; and every one in 
the European quarter is talking about it. I am 


^ I presQjae, the son of a French surgeon established at Manilla; he was 
entertained as a ‘ sous-oommis ’ in 1739. Bnpleix observed of him that 

* his capacity, oondnot and appearance ’ would preclude his rising above the 
rank of * Sous-marchand,’ Cons, 8up ^ la Compagnie, December 31, 1741, 

* (P. JR. — JNo. 6), and Mimst^re des Golonxes 0® 15. I suppose he was called 
Manilla Latour ’ to distinguish him from the officer of the same name. 
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ashamed that while you acquire such fame, your 
wife should be acquiring as great notoriety. T know 
you will be angry with me for mentioning this, but 
I cannot refrain from doing so.’ As the matter is 
being tried by the Second,’ he also has come to 
know of this bribe, and so have M. Coquet® and 
M. Delarche. 

The Governor called the Prociireur Gt'nhal 
M. hemaire, and the Second, and sent for M. Coquet 
and M. Delarche. He also sent for me and asked 
me if I knew anything about the matter. I 
told him I didn’t, that 1 knew nothing of the 
dancing girl’s death or of her leaving her property 
to the teacher of dancing. The Governor then told 
me to ask Lazar and let him know; but Lazar 
also knew nothing. 3’he Governor then asked 
Madame about it, and she, understanding the 
matter, sent word to the Second, Lazar, and others, 
not to mention her name. When the Second was 
questioned, he accordingly said that he himself 
had had the case decided by arbitrators. ‘Did 
Madame mention the matter to you ? ’ the Governor 
asked. He said, ‘No.’ But when the Governor 
was sending for M. Coquet, the Second said, after 
some hesitation, ‘I am here; I know the whole 

i e., in the Ohottltry Court. No records of the Ohonltiy Oonrt have 
been preserved at Pondiohery for this peiiod 

2 lie was the son of a lawyer, and was sent ont by the Company in 
1740. Ranga Pillai has already related an escapade of his. Ante, i. 411, 
In 1750 Bnpleix observed of him that, although formerly given to wine[ 
he had reformed. MinUtire dee Colonies 0® 16. 
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affair ; it was I that ordered the case to be settled 
by arbitration. What is the use of sending for him ? ’ 
On this the Governor understood the delicacy of the 
matter and left it alone. Under the circumstances, 
I think Madame believes that I spread the report 
about her in the European quarter and got a Euro- 
pean to carry it to the Governor; Varllm, a Topass, 
and others in her service have prejudiced her 
against me ; and that is why charges are now being 
made against me. 

In order to forewarn the Governor, I went 
to him to-day and said, ‘You will receive a 
petition against me. Be pleased to make full in- 
quiries and punish whoever is shown to be guilty.’ — 
‘ Why should there be any petition and who would 
write it ?’ he asked. — ‘ I will say who the authors 
of it are,’ I answered, ‘ as soon as it is received. I 
believe the Christians have sent it. It is said to 
accuse me of making money out of the painters, 
because I have got people from Madras instead 
of employing Pondichery painters, and it is said 
that I do not pay them in full; they accuse me of 
arresting gamblers and releasing them after getting 
as much as I can out of them ; and they say I take 
one or two thousand [pagodas ?] out of the peons’ 
pay. In Kanakar§.ya Mudali’s time, they say, affairs 
were managed with justice ; but as things are left 
solely to me, I do as 1 please, and have made much 
money. If you appoint a Christian instead of me, 
they say, God will grant you salvation and crown 
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jour doings with success. That is what I hear. 
I don’t know if they have written anything else.’ — 
The Governor answered, ‘ When it is received, we 
will give them a lesson.’ 

Friday, Oefober 6 } — News came to-day from 
Madras that the eight English ships, which passed 
by here from Fort St. David four or five days ago, 
are at anchor off TiruY§,miyftr, At noon, M. Bussy 
and M. d’Auteuil - were despatched to Madras with 
the European cavalry and some Mah6 horse under 
Shaikh Hasan. 

Besides this Shaikh Ibi’Shim was sent with a 
hundred sepoys to escort M. Miran who is on his 
way from Orikill by Oingee. These men were 
sent after I had reported the Fort St. David nows, 
that on Wednesday MaMjS, had gone out with 
some English troops towards Panruti and Tiruviti, 
hearing that some Europeans were coming up from 
KSrikM. 

The news from Madras is that the Neptune has 
been captured and burnt in the roads by the Eng- 
lish ships at night. The captain, M. Flacourt, is 


^ 23rd ?urattS»ai, Prabhava 

2 Louis Hubert Combault d' Auteui! was born in 1714. He came to 
India in 1739 as ensign (* h la suite de quelques folies ^ M. Cultru says^ 
p. 241). In 1741 he married Marie Aumont n^a Albert, A t this time he 
commanded the troop of dragoons which Dupleix had raised some tiipe 
before, 

* I think this must be the younger brother (see above, p 53 n* 3), 
He had gone to K^rikdl, it appears, to supervise the lading of a Danish 
ship fox Manilla at Tranquebar. Le Riche to Dv^leix, September 8, 17, 
and 21, 1747, (P, B.— No* 83.) 
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an incapable man.^ The captain of tbe other ship 
that is in ihe roads® was on the alert and fired as 
soon as the English 'approached her, on which the 
Port began to fire also, and the English had to 
withdraw. It is bj reason of this that the horse 
have been sent to Madras. 

On the way a sepoy was thrown off and injured 
near Nainiya Pillai’s Choultry. He could not walk 
and was brought in to tbe hospital in a palankin. 

Thirty peons have been posted to-day, in sets of 
three men to every ten miles, from here to Madras. 

I sent Shaikh Ibrahim to M. Duquesne to fetch 
me a thousand sheets of paper After getting it, he 
asked M. Duquesne, ‘ Where have we to go ? Eanga 
Pillai told me nothing — only to get the paper.’ As 
M. Duquesne did not know, he took him to the 
Governor, and asked where the hundred peons were 
to go. The Governor asked Shaikh Ibrdhim if I 
had not told him. He said, ‘ No,’ adding that I had 
promised to do so when he had got the paper. On 
this the Governor told him to go to me and get his 
orders. He then said to M. Duquesne, ‘ See what 
excellent good sense Ranga Pillai has ! He is fit 
to be trusted with important matters.’ Shaikh 
Ibrahim himself related this to me. 


^ * II n’y avoit sur le Neptum qae les lascards et un mestice pour le 
commander.* Qona, Qwp, h la Oompayme, ISTovember 30, 174^, (P. B , — 
Ko. 7). 

* The Princess imelia, tbo Eng^lifilx prize. She was saved, not by 
artillery fire, but by being run ashore. Cons. 8u^. ^ la Gompagnie 
Ifpvember 30, 1747, B. — No. 7.) 
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Saturday, October 7d — To-day the Governor sent 
for me and said, ‘ The English, have burnt the 
Ne'ptnne in the Madras roads. This is the result of 
Flaeourt’s being captain. No one else would have 
behaved so badly, for as soon as the English ships 
came in sight, he went ashore in a masiila-boat. 
Such conduct cannot bo borne with. The English 
have gone and done this mischief at Madras because 
two French ships were there. Now I will no 
longer spare Fort St. David. Place men between 
TirukMnji and Devanumpattanam to report from 
time to time the state of the marshes and the depth 
of the PennS,r and the Gadilam within their limits ; 
and let them find out whore the troops are posted 
within the Bound-hedge.’ I ordered Malayappan 
CO choose ten more of his men to be stationed 
between Tirukkfinii and Devan^mpattanara and to 
bring me news from time to time. 

Sunday, October 5.® — This morning when I went 
to the Governor’s, I met Rtijd Pandit who had come 
from ChandS. Sahib’s wife to tell the Governor and 
Madame that she was sending them some dishes if 
they would be pleased to accept them. The 
Governor accepted and told him to ask Madame. 
She also accepted, and the dishes arrived, all sealed 
up, in about three-quarters of an hour. The Gov- 
ernor ordered that they should wait in his office, 
and made the bearers a present of ten rupees. 


^ Puratt^si, Prabhave* 


^ 25th. Purattllsi, Prabbayat 
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Inid.m Sthib’s gumasta, Avkj StMb, sent 
Chokkappa Mudali with a message for the G-overnor. 
He said, * Avay SShib took leave of you two or three 
days ago, but after all has remained till the fast 
was over. He had to keep it either at Aroot with 
his master and his family or here ; and as he makes 
no difference between his master and yourself, and 
as he could not reach Arcot in time for the Khutba 
to be read, he has stayed here and now asks leave 
by me to depart to-day. As he represents Imfi.m 
sahib, you have given him a palankin and other 
things — favours which he will never forget. He is 
your servant and will ever obey you. M. Dulaurens 
has removed the goods lodged in Im^m Sahib’s 
house at Madras. What is yours and Imam Sahib’s 
is all one, and it does not matter whether you keep 
the goods or give them back. As you and Imam 
sahib are persons in authority, Ay^j Sahib will do 
whatever you are pleased to order.’ The Governor 
replied, ‘ I am very glad Avay Sahib has read the 
Khutba here. On this feast he has had a palankin ; 
on the next I hope he will have a horse and an 
elephant. God speed him and may he start quickly. 
Let him see that Imam Sahib writes what is 
suitable about our grants for Valudavflr and 
Villiyanallhr, and then we will give Avay Sahib a 
handsome present. As for the goods which you 
say M. Dulaurens has removed from Imam Sahib’s 
Madras house to the godowns in the Tort, they 
shall be returned if they are really yours. But I 
21 
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hear that you are claiming what is not really yours. 
It is said that among other things there are English 
clothes and hats, torn and packed up in disorder. 
They would not he like that if they were yours. 
Evidently strangers have lodged their goods in your 
house for safety, and you are claiming their goods 
as yours.’ — Ohokkappa Mudali answered, ‘ But we 
are not claiming them now for the first time. Three 
days after M. de La Bourdonnais captured Madras, 
he searched the house and made an inventory of 
what was there. Another inspection and list were 
made in M. d’Espr^m^nO's time. If these lists are 
compared with that which has now been made, you 
will see whether the goods are ours or not. There 
is no doubt that they are ours. However we leave 
the matter in your hands and will obey your 
orders.’ — To this the G-overnor saitl nothing, so T 
turned to Ohokkappa Mudali and said, ‘ You have 
delivered your message and may take your leave.’ 
He accordingly salaamed to the Governor who bade 
him depart. 

The Governor then turned to me and said, ‘ If 
the goods are really ImSm S§hib’s, how came these 
European things among them ? It is two or three 
montlffl since the goods were removed, and all he has 
done has been to write about it now and then. If 
they were really his, he would not have kept quiet 
for so long.’ I answered, * M. de La Bourdonnais 
examined the house and made a list of the goods as 
soon as h© took Madras, Another list was made ip. 
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M. d’Esprdm^nil’s time, and a tliird when the goods 
were taken away. They declare that if the lists are 
compared, the matter will be made quite clear. 
They say also that they make no difference between 
you and their master ; that they will remove the 
goods if you please to permit them and, if you do 
not, they will write to him what you declare.’ The 
G-overnor made no answer, but sat deep in thought. 

Half an hour later a letter came by runner from 
Madras, saying that the nice English ships and the 
sloop that had entered the Madras roads had sailed 
to the North-East and gone out of sight. This was 
written by M. Dulaurens. The Governor read it, 
and then, with the letter in his hand, came to where 
I was sitting, and told me the news. I said, * Your 
good fortune confounds the minds of the English ; 
and while you get glory, they get nothing but dis- 
grace. Have I not always told you so ? Instead of 
keeping quiet, they appear here and there ; and 
their coming before Madras and then retreating 
adds to your fame and their dishonour.’ The 
Governor laughed and went back into his room. 
He then called me in and said, ‘ Write at once to 
Jayanti R&ma Ayyan, and tell him to send here all 
the grain and paddy he can get. Let his boats say 
they are going to Ouddalore and so put in here, and 
you may add that the English ships have all sailed 
away and are no longer on the Coast. Write at once 
and get the grain.’ I accordingly wrote a letter to 
Jayanti RIma Ayyan and sent it to Madras by runner. 
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Y^ud6va Pandit then came to tho Governor 
and said that as tobacco from tho north'ward had 
reached Mylapore, a letter should bo sent with 
orders to bring it on hero. 

The Governor called me and said, * Cannot you 
attend to these matters ? I have no time for triSes 
like this Henceforward do you do what is neces- 
sary, without bringing them to me or waiting for 
my orders-’ As V§.sud6va Pandit and I were 
going out, he aAked me to write to GdpMakrishna 
Ayyan at Madras. I promised to do so to-morrow. 

I then came home, bathed, and, after dinner, 
was sitting chewing betel when Annapdma Ayyan 
came. He said, ‘ Louis Prak^san came and told me 
that the KfcMl priest wished to see me. When 
I went to him, he told me I was a good man, always 
did as they wished, and there was a favour I must 
promise them. I asked what it was that I could 
do. He said he had heard that you would do 
whatever I asked, and I was therefore to ask you 
to get the VIdapuri tswaran Temple pulled down. 
I told him it was impossible, that you would never 
listen to me, and that, had it been possible, Kana- 
kar^ya Mudali would have got it done. The priest 
answered that he did not because he was a Christian 
and besides he was not so clever as you. He said 
you could persuade people with a thousand reasons, 
put your opponents to silence, and do as you 
pleased. If I explained the matter to you and got 
the temple removed, he promised they never would 
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forget it so long as their church lasted. That is 
what he told me.’ Annaptrna A jyan laughed a little 
as he said this, and added with some hesitation, 
‘ They are always saying things like that ; what 
have we to do with it ? ’ I suspect he has promised 
his assistance to the priest. 

Tuesday, October 10 ^ — When I went to the 
G-overnor’s this morning, I carried him two coco- 
nuts that had been brought by the nakoda of the 
ship from the Maldives ; and I told him that the 
nakoda had asked me to show them to him and 
would come in person to settle the price.^ He took 
them and placed them on his table, saying that the 
RijA of the Islands had already sent him two like 
them. 

He then asked if I knew what had become of 
the English ships after they left Madras. *I don’t 
know at all,’ I answered, ‘ but a Bengal ship ® has 
arrived at Fort St. David. The captain told the 
Englishman at Pulioat * that ten ships — Company’s 
and men-of-war — had reached Bengal from England® 
and were coming on with a large quantity of mili- 
tary stores. He repeated this to Mr. Grriffin, the 


^ 27<h Puratt^si, Prabhava, 

® i.e, for tbe cargo of nuts ? Coconnt/S from the MaldiYes were 
reckoned the best in India, 

* Mr. William Foster, o i.s., kindly informs me that she was the 
Princess of WaUSt and that she brought 113 men, 

^ See above p. 4 

^ The news, it appears, was not quite accurate, for shipping— fire 
Company’s ships and three men-of-war— reached Balasore only on 
December 23, Port 8U David Oouneil to the Company^ February 13, 1748, 
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Commodore, at Madras, and lie landed some soldiers 
at JPort St. David the day before yesterday,’ — ‘ It 
is quite true,’ the Governor observed, ‘that he 
announced that news at Pulicat and that ho has 
reached Fort St. David. Find out what other news 
there is.’ I said I would. 

The Governor then told me to find some means 
of winning Bikkan Kh&n over to our side, and to do 
my best about it. 1 said I would. ‘ If he comes 
over,’ he said, ‘ he shall have the same rank as ‘ Abd- 
ul-rahmS,n and a present of 1,000 pagodas. Tell him 
so and do w'hat you can.’ — ‘ What can I do ? ’ I 
answered ; ‘ your good fortune will carry everything. 
If he joins us, he will become famous, and prosper. 
Otherwise he will be thought a coward and be 
despised. One of the two must happen — ^you will 
see.’ The Governor smiled, and added, * You may 
even promise him 2,000 pagodas if he brings in his 
sepoys with their arms. In order to make him 
believe you, you may send him a letter sealed with 
my Persian seal.’ I said I would do so and retired. 

Another piece of news is that I gave the Govern- 
or, when Madan&nda Pandit was with him, the 
letter that AvSy S^ib sent yesterday. He asked 
me what it said. I interpreted it as follows: ‘M. 
Dttlaurens has removed all the goods in Im^m Sihib’s 
house into the Fort. In spite of the letters, you still 
delay. We consider you and In^m S&hib as the 
same and make no difference between you. You 
wrote to Imi.m ^hib asking why his son who had 
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Jways lived there under the English had gone to 
Ircot, saying that so long as you owned the town 
le should regard it as his own and desiring that his 
on should live either at Madras or Pondichery. 
Chat is why we have never moved the goods though 
ve could have done so.’ — The Governor said, ‘ The 
foods consist mostly of white woolen caps such as 
he English wear in the cold weather, long gowns, 
slothes, stockings, hales of coarse cloth and other 
nerohandise There are few things such as Muham- 
nadans use, and those they are welcome to have, 
f they refuse to accept them, they may he put 
igainst the goods carried out of Madras in Iml.m 
S^hih’s name.’ — Ohokkappa Mudali replied, ‘ You 
ind Imli,m SIhih are one. It matters not to us 
vhether these goods are with you or with him. 
iVe will tell ImSm SS,hih whatever you say, and will 
n turn tell you his answer. What is there more 
or us to do ? ’ He added, * Much merchandise was 
sarried out in Iml.m S&hih’s name after the owners 
lad paid 16, 20 and 22 per cent. We can prove this 
ind will prodiice witnesses if necessary ; and now 
hey put the hlame upon us.’ I interpreted this 
,0 the Governor without Chokkappa Modali’s under- 
standing what I was doing. The Governor under- 
stood and withdrew into his room as if angry. I 
;hen turned to Ohokkappa MudaJi and said, ‘Now 
^ou have had your say, you can go. We will see 
ihout this to-moprow.’ So he took his leave, 
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Wed^iesday, October 11 } — When I w^ent to the 
G-overnor’s to-day, he asked what nows T had from 
Fort St. David. I replied, ‘The ships which 
appeared in the Madras roads are expected in four or 
five days, and three or four will go to Bengal. They 
say the English are storing ammunition round the 
Fort. The ship which came in two or three days 
ago brought rice and is being laded with salt for 
Bengal. Large stocks of cattle and swine are being 
collected within the Bound-hedge from outside. 
They are ready for war. The water in the Penn&r is 
low.’ — ‘Is there any news of NSsir Jang ? ’ he asked, 
— * After entering Mysore,’ I said, ‘he has agreed to 
accept 25 lakhs of pagodas ; he has sent tho subah- 
dars back to their various subahs — Kandanfir, Sirpi 
and so on. He has received news that his father is 
ill at Aurangabad, and so has marched to tho first 
stage beyond Mysore.’ — ‘ And why have not Mut- 
yfilu NHyakkan and the other English messengers 
yet returned from Nfislr Jang’s camp ? * he asked. 
I answered, ‘ He has received the presents and said 
he would write to the Hawib of Arcot to send 
forces, and has sent two dalayets with them to Fort 
St. David, and so departed.’ 

This evening the Governor sent for me and told 
me to send men out to seize letters going to Fort 
St. David, as we were doing a while ago. I have 
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accordingly chosen fifty and they ■will he sent out in 
the morning. To-day was the feast of Mahi,na\i ami.^ 

Thursday, October 12 .^ — When I went to the 
Goyernor’s this morning, he said, ‘ The letter which 
came from Madras at one o’clock last night says 
that six of the English ships that appeared off 
Madras and then went away have been sighted 
again.’ I said it must be true, as the peons posted 
along the shore told me the same thing. One of 
these ships has passed on her way to Fort 8t. 
David which she reached at half-past six tbia 
evening.® Nine guns were fired. 

Friday, October 13.*— When I went to the 
Governor this morning, he asked me, ‘ Is there any 
more news about the ships which appeared off 
Madras?’ — ‘The runners say they have dis- 
appeared,’ I replied. He observed, ‘ But the peons 
are posted on a low level, and the ships may be far 
out at sea. They may not have gone away at all.’ 

Sunday, October 15 } — As the Governor went to 
church this morning, I did not leave my nut- 
godown till nine. When I got to the Governor’s 
house, he said, ‘ The ship which arrived yesterday 
fat Fort St. Da’vid ?] ® has sailed for Anjengo. Where 


’ The ninth day of Dasara, when Saraswati, the goddess of learning, 
is worshipped. 

2 29th PurattHsi, Prabhava. 

® She was the llchesi&r, a Company’s ship, 

^ 30ih Pnratt^si, PrabhaTa. 
s 2nd Arppisi, Prabhava. 

® The Prince of Orange^ a country ship, arrived on October A 
22 
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is the other one going ? ’ — ‘ T think,’ I answered, 
‘ that it will sail for Achin in two or three days with 
salt, tobacco and blue cloth.’ 1 afterwards in- 
formed him that I had heard that at present, it 
was at Pnlicat beyond Madras, and that, four or 
five days ago, a hundred soldiers were sent from 
Port St. David in two raasula-boats to their 
squadron. The Governor then told me to get 
translated into French the letter from Sadras 
asking for supplies of cordage, planks and beams. 
He gave it me ; I got it translated and returned it ; 
but he gave it back to me and told me to bring 
it to-morrow morning. That is all the news. 

’Abd-ul-rahm§n came and told me that a man 
from Port St. David had told him eighty men of 
Bikkan Khin’s company were coming and that ho 
himself would follow. 

I left the Governor at noon. At half-past one 
’Abd-ul-rahmS.n went and told him that a dalayet 
had come in from Port St. David saying that eighty 
of Bikkan Khdn’s Mah^ sepoys would come but that 
they wanted his cowle. He wrote one out in French 
and sent to me for the great Persian seal to seal it 
with. Elaiohiyappan who keeps the key of the 
bureau in the liquor godown was neither there nor at 
his house. So, as I was at my house, I sent Viri 
Myakkau to have the bureau opened by a smith’ and 
to carry the seal to the G-overnor. This was done 
and the seal was sent by a Company’s peon. As it 
was unsuitable, the Governor used the small Persian 
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seal on -wliioh his name is engraved, and sent the 
covrle. ’Ahd-nl-rahmli.n has undertaken to send it 
to Fort St. David. 

At six this evening there came a letter from 
Mah6 to say that three ships had sailed thence. At 
half-past seven the sound of t’wo guns was heard 
out at sea. The letter said that M. Dordelin's three 
ships sailed four days before writing. It took 
twelve days to come here, so the ships sailed 
sixteen days ago. The G-overnor therefore thought 
that the guns might be a signal from these ships, '■ 
and ordered a twenty-four pounder, which stood 
loaded on the sea-wall to be fired. This was done. 
He himself went onto the rampart, and ordered 
the beacons on the shore to be lit. Later, when 
their light was seen, two more guns were heard 
out at sea, and the Governor ordered another gun 
to be fired in his presence. Then they heard two 
more guns, and as the sound seemed to come from 
the south, the Governor thought they must come 
from Fort St. David and at ten o’clock went home. 

I waited at my nut-godown till ten and then came 
home also. 

Tuesday, October 17.\—A.t seven o’clock this, 
evening my Muttu came to my nut-godown and 
told me about the petition that was presented 

1 Dordelin’s squadron had been ordered to return to the Ooromandel 
Coast ; the captains however refused to do so, and sailed for the Isles. 
See Nazelle* pp. 112, 113. 

^ 4ith Arppisx, Prabhava , 
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at three o’clock this afternoon by Varldm, JIadame’s 
DubSsh, Sfuttukumaran, Savariinuttu’s son-in-law, 
and Swdinina.than, Hadayappa Mudali’s son, ad- 
dressed to the ‘ Hoigu(‘ur Gonverneur-Gcucral.’ 

The charges against me are : — 

First, that I interfered abont tlm Tamil 
temple and got the heads of castes to complain to 
the Governor; 

Secondly, that T made a thousand pagodas 
by getting painters for the Company from Madras 
while the painters here were starving ; 

Thirdly, that 1 seize gamblers and let them off 
with a light punishment on getting a little money 
out of them ; 

Fourthly, that I bring coolies wh('n the rolls 
are called, and place them, bO with Mulayappan’s 
company, 40 with Vird NA-yakkan’s and 30 with 
Shaikh Ibrthira’s, and so draw extra money for 
myself; and they name as witnesses Muttu for 
Malayappan’s company, Dasari for VirdNAyakkan’s 
and Paramlnandan for Shaikh Ibr3.h!m’s ; 

Fifthly, that 1 got an appointment for Chinna 
ParasurClma Pillai for 500 pagodas ; 

Sixthly, that as I manage all the affairs of the 
town, I settle what I am to get before submitting 
matters to the Governor ; 

Seventhly, that I am always slighting the 
Christians and praising the Hindus ; and 

Eighthly, they contrast my management with 
KanakarHya Mudali’s justice, and request the 
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Grovernor to make inquiries so that the truth may 
appear and right he done. 

I asked Muttu how he learnt all this. He said, 
‘I got it from Sadayappa Mudah’s son, Sw^mi- 
ntithan, who was present when the petition was 
being written by a European to be presented to the 
Council. I asked him how he was allowed to be 
present. He answered that you had' promised to 
pay him for his trouble when he was with the Siam 
European^ but had never done so. He says he is 
angry about it. I told him that I would speak to 
you and get him the money. He asked if I was 
going to tell you all about it. 1 said I would if he 
desired. He said I had better tell you secretly. I 
promised to and asked to see the copy of the 
petition. He showed it me, and, when I asked, told 
me that nothing more had been added to it. He 
added that the petition had been drawn up in 
French, and given to V"arMm at three o’clock this 
afternoon, that YarMm had given it to Madame 
and that they then had gone home to their food.’ 

I doubt if it is true that there is nothing more 
in the petition. But we shall seo later. 

Wednesday, October 15.® — A letter came to-day 
from MahA It says’ that three of M. Dordelin’s 


1 1 do not know who this was, hut a pretty regular trade was carried 
on between Siam and the Coromandel Coast. 

2 6th Arppisi, Prahhava. 

5 This seems inconsistent with what is said below. I conjeoture 
♦ It says ' is a slip, either of the copyist or of Eanga Pillai, for * The 
Br§>hmans saj’*. Anyhow, the news is inaccurate in various details. 
See p. 176, infra. 
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ships have sailed from Goa to Mahd, meeting and 
capturing an English ship and a sloo}> with 
13 lakhs of dollars. The name of the French 
captain is Pcnlan.’ On their waj here, the 
BrUhmans who bronerht the letter saw an English- 
man’s duMsh coming from Anjengo. JTo spoke 
of the capture and sajing it was du(* to French 
fortune, asked whether the crews had boon 
imprisoned at Mahd or had been sent to Pondichery. 
The Brahmans answered that nothing had been 
settled when they left Mahd. The Governor observed 
that the Brahmans said they saw the prizes in the 
M8h<? roads, but that the letter did not say so. 

Frida n, Orfohr — At eight o’clock last night I 
received a letter from vakil Hubbayyan who is with 
]Sraw8.b An war-ud-d!n’s camp at Trichinopoly. When 
1 wont to tho Governor this morning 1 told him the 
contents, which ar(' as follows : ‘ The gnmasta of 

GOvardhana Das has sent a dalayet and parwSna 
from Mwiib Anwar- ud-din to tho Governor about 
the seizure of a GuzarSti’s property at KfirikilL 
When Anwar-ud-din learnt that owing to the English 
requests NSsir Jang had resolved to come into these 
parts, he wrote to Mahfuz KhS.n to hinder this, 
saying that what between French arrogance, 
English cowardice, and the famine, the country was 
ruined and could not bear the expense of his army. 

^ Prigenfc de Penlati was Captain of tho St CollecUon 

p. 122. 

^ 7fcli Apppiw, PrabhaTa 
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Anwar-ud-din added that Ntslr Jang must be persua- 
ded to depart, even if it cost something. A reply 
has been received by an express, saying that N§.sir 
Jang, having settled the Mysore business tor 21 
lakhs of rupees, was retiring hastily with his horbe, 
and that Mahf uz Kh.S,n would come to some arrange- 
ment with him and return. The Naw§,b was so 
pleased with this answer that he gave the messenger 
fifteen rupees and then another ten. I don’t know 
whether he is going to Arcot or Tanjore. He will 
move in five or six days. Muhammad ’Ali Kh4n has 
gone to Turaiyfir with 500 horse.’ ' 

On hearing this, the Governor said, * A.nwar-ud-dln 
seems to have feared Ndsir Jang’s coming twice 
as much as I did.’ I thought he would not have 
said this unless he really had been afraid, and 
answered, ‘ Your good fortune has guarded An- 
war-ud-dln as weU, by causing Hiz^m-ul-mulk to 
fall sick, thus withdrawing NSsir Jang from these 
parts. When you were considering the matter, I 
told you that, in spite of the English sending 
presents to NSsir Jang, he would not come and help 
them, and that he would quietly return to Auranga- 
bad or Golconda owing to news of his father or on 
some other excuse. You said we could not reckon 
on this. I answered that neither the capture of 
Madras nor the peace with Mahfuz Kh§.n seemed 
easy matters beforehand, and that this affair of 
Nisir Jang’s would turn out just the same. When 
I assured you that the future would prove my 
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words, you were silent. Now, as 1 told you, Ndslr 
Jang li.is had to rot urn by reason of his father’s 
sickness.’ Thu Governor smiled and admitted it 
was all true. * Will I lira sat Khan’s * son come hero 
to get married?’ ho asked, 1 said ho mighl. 
M. Paradis then came, and began talking vvith the 
Governor, so I withdrew. 

At seven this evening three Br.ihmajjs came with 
a letter from Maluk Half an hour later, they reported 
that two King’s ships, sailing from Mascareigne to 
Make under La Metrio Baudrau had fallen in with 
an English ship and a Bussorah ship off Goa, 
captured them, and carried them to Main.'' whore their 
silver — 13 lakhs of dollai’s — was being landed.® I 
shall learn what the letter says when I go to the 
Governor to-morrow. 

The Governor related to me the contonts of the 
letter. Ho said, ‘ It is true that two English ships 
have been captured — one from Europe and the 
other from Bussorah, Thore is no doubt about it. 
The latter has silver dollars, gold and morchandiso. 
But we do not know what it’s worth, and it is no use 
guessing. Anyhow the value must be considerable.’ 


^The Killedar of S&tgbar. The marriage betiteen hi* son and 
Ohandi S&hib’s daughter is detailed by Banga Pillai later on. 

® The prizes were the Anaon, from England bound for Bombay, and 
the Fakharo Mwhibf a country ship, pi obably belonging to Bengal. They 
were taben by two French pnyateers which were commanded by Baudran 
de ba M4tne and Ba Mabonnaye. The privateers were the AngUma and 
Apollon. Oon^. Sup. h ta OompagnH, bTovember SO, 1747, (P B — No. 7)^ 
The Fondiohery (lonnod estimated the valne of the prizes at 2 million 
Hvres, say ^100,000. Thiiteen laldis of dollars would be about ;BSOO,OOOl 
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8aturda/y, October 21} — ^Wken I was sent for 
by the Governor this morning, I was asked, ‘ Why 
were the guns firing at Fort St. David ? ’ I said 
there was no ship in the roads, and that it might be 
a festival or gun-practice. ‘It might be so,’ he 
said. ‘Have you heard anything about Bikkan 
KhSn’s coming ? ’ — ‘ Since God blesses you,’ I said, 
‘ what doubt is there of his coming ? Since it is 
ordained that the fort and the garrison will fall into 
your hands, Bikkan EhSn is sure to come.’ He 
laughed. Then he asked, ‘ What do the runners 
say of ships being sighted ?’ — ‘ There is a 
man-of-war near Sadras,’ I answered ; ‘ a masula- 
boat was sent off to it from Fort St. David with 
a letter. On their return, the crew went ashore 
between Tiruvtmiyfir and Oovelong to get rice 
and water, but were seized by some French people 
from Madras and carried thither.’ — ‘ Is the ship 
still anchored in the same place ? ’ he asked. — 
‘ It is to the north of Oovelong, out to sea,’ I re- 
plied. — ‘ And what do they say at Fort St. David 
about the shipping ? ’ he asked. I answered, ‘ Mr. 
Griffin’s squadron set sail for Bengal threatening 
to capture the ships at Madras. Off Pulieat, they 
met a Bengal ship,^ which told them that the 
captain of another ship had put a Europe packet on 
board to be carried to Fort St. David. Moreover 

1 8fcli Arppiai, Prabhara Raajja Pillai or bis transcriber places this 
date later, bat tbis seems tb© correct point. 

® See p. 166 mpra, 
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this other captain had said that two mon-of-war an 
eight Company’s ships had left England at the end c 
January and were at anchor (I don’t know oxactl 
where) fifteen days’ sail away. He had loft befoi 
them and was off St. Thomd on his way to MaUrs 
when a catamaran put out and warned him that tl 
French had captured Madras and would seize him jus 
as they had seized another English ship.’ Hews 
persuaded of the truth of this by an Englishwoma 
who had formerly lived in Madras, and so he pr< 
eeeded to Bengal. When Mr. Griffin heard this, i 
resolved to defer his voyage, and is cruising off tl 
coast in order to save the ten English ships from fal 
ing into the hands of the French. That is whj 
people believe at Fort St. David.’ 

The Governor said it was true, and that a lett< 
said, ‘On September 7 we saw a ship off S 
Thomd. She looked like an English ship. TV 
hoisted the English fla^, but she put out to st 
again.’ He remarked, ‘ Some catamaran mu 
have warned her.’ 

When I was coming home at noon, I met tl 
Br&hmana who usually go to and from Mahd. Th( 
said to me, ‘ We went with the five Europeans- 
M. de Mainville and the rest but were stopped , 
Attftr on the Mysore frontier. We gave the mt 
there fifty rupees and a pair of pistols, and so we: 


' The ship thus warned off St. Thom^ was the Oo^ord, Visagapata 
Council to Fort St David Connoil, September 1, 1747, itt L&lter« 
fort David of thjfkt year* 
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on to N^magiripfettai. There the village head-man 
sent for UvS. We said we were merchants and asked 
why he should hinder ns from passing ; hut he would 
not let us go till he had heard from his master at 
S^ndaruaugalam fort, as we were travelling in state 
with palankins. So he wrote to Kuppayyan^ at 
S^ndamangalam fort, and the Europeans were 
ordered thither. We explained to them the danger 
of travelling with so much state, and had indeed 
already warned them about it. Accordingly they 
burnt the five palankins, with tl^eir cushions, 
pillows, clothes, chests and other useless things, 
on Monday the 16th, and then went to Sinda- 
mangalam. There Mainville wrote to the Governor, 
that it was dangerous to travel in palankins, 
that they had burnt them and would proceed on 
foot, that they would have travelled easily but for 
us Brlhraans and thereafter would move faster. 
The Commandant at S^ndamangalam ordered the 
Europeans and Topasses to be kept in the fort till 
he had orders about them from his master at the 
capitaP, but did not interfere with us and the SMras. 
We told him we were innocent travellers and asked 
why we should not be allowed to go on when 
thousands of people like us were always coming and 
going. He answered he would not let us go as 
we seemed people of importance, and that we should 


^ Lator passag'es show that he was the AmaldS/r of S^ndamaiigalatn. 
2 * Pattanam/ i.e., the city, Ranga Pillai says. 
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not be let off, as we were at Attftr, with a present 
of fifty rupees and a pistol, and he used rough words 
besides, which PerumAl Ayyan the BrShraan 
interpreted. As we had a thousand crescent 
pagodas with us, the Buropeans kept Perumdl 
Ayyan with them and told us to leave the fort. 
Then they took their weapons and tried to break 
out. M. Changeac got out first and the others 
followed him. They were surrounded, fired, and 
were fired at. As soon as this fight began, we went 
olff, fearing lest we should be seized and robbed of 
the thousand pagodas.’ 

On this I went back to the Governor with the 
BrAhmans, and, telling them to place the pagodas 
in their two half-bags before him, related what they 
said. He became very angry, and said, * It is all 
these BrUhmans’ fault. Look at M. de Mainville’s 
letter to me of the 16th. lie says his troubles have 
all been due to them and that otherwise he would 
have travelled without mishap. They have done all 
this to get a share of the money that these Mysore 
people will force out of the Europeans.’ 

TheBrAhmans answered, ‘We have served you 
now for fifteen years, and could not live happily if 
we acted so treacherously to you. If we could 
even think of such a thing we should not have 
served under you for so long.’ And they said many 
other things besides, adding that M. de Mainville and 
the rest must have got away from S6ndamangalam 
by now. 
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The Governor took the thousand pagodas from 
them and sent them to their lodging, saying angrily 
to me that they had run away through fear, and that 
it was their nature not to stay and see what 
happened. I pointed out that these two men had 
been in charge of the money; that they would 
probably have been seized as there had been a fight, 
and then they would have lost the money ; that as 
there were two other Brdhmans to bring news, 
they had thought it best to bring the money away ; 
and that they said their master would have believed 
they had done all this in, order to steal the pagodas 
had they remained after the Europeans had been 
captured. ‘Well,’ the Governor said, ‘you had 
better go and have your dinner ; ’ and he wont and 
sat down at table. 

At seven o’clock this evening a letter came from 
the oflB.oer at the AriyS,nkuppam redoubt, to say 
that 200 military, 400 Malabar sepoys and 100 
horse were marching from Fort St. David by way of 
B^hflr ; and at nine the Governor sent 200 European 
and Muhammadan horse to Ariy^lnkuppam. I think 
the news must be false, for we have twenty men at 
Fort St. David, Ouddalore, Tiruv&ndipuram and 
Bdhtir, but none has brought me news of this. 
We shall know about it to-morrow. 

To-day Muhammad Amin and Muhammad 
JamM came from N§.sir Jang’s camp. When they 
were in Mahfuz KhS^n’s service, they lost their 
horses in the fight at St. Thom6 where Mahfuz 
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KliSn ran away from M. Paradis, and, on bringing 
mo a letter of recommendation from Mahfuz KliUn 
were given a present of forty rupees. They havo 
now come with letters from Mahfnz Khtn, from 
MirzS, Muhammad KhdiP, Ndsir Jang’s pay-master, 
and from the camp news-writer. The letters say 
that the people in the camp are all talking of the 
bravery of the Governor’s soldiers and the coward- 
ice of the English; and that N&sir Jang has 
moved on to Chitaldrhg. When 1 told the Governor 
about the letters, he ordered M. Delarche to have 
them translated into French, 

Sunday, Octoler * — I had a dream just before 
five this morning. A woman brought me a bunch 
of keys and some seals, saying, ‘ Here are the keys 
and seals of seven or eight forts. You will soon be 
master of them. I give them to you. Take oaro of 
them. From this day you will bo fortunate.’ I 
thought I took them in one hand and a stick in 
the other, and was going up-stairs. Just then 
Arumugam brought me some medicine, and touched 
me to wake me. I thought his touch was the 
woman warning me not to stumble. Then I awoke 
and they struck five on the bell that hangs up-stairs. 
At the same time I heard the church-bell near my 
house. I left my bed and sat down. They brought 


^ The letters from Mahfus Khia d MiT2i4 Mohammad Khia to Baoga 
Pillai are printed i» full in M. de Naaolie’s Pticcs JmiificatimB* Op* Cii, 
pp. 276, etc. 

* 9 th Arppisi, Frabhava. 
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me a candle, and at once it shot out three sparks. 
All these things and my peace of mind make me 
think I am going to obtain greater and yet greater 
honours. According to my horoscope it is now the 
period of Venus. To-day Saturn’s sub-period ceases, 
Sind gives place to Mercury’s to-morrow. Moreover 
I remember that Sit^^m, the astrologer from the 
South, predicted that from my fortieth year, that 
is from the year Vibhava,^ I should possess twelve 
villages, wealth, and elephants. I was thinking of 
this when the sparks shot out of the csindle. The 
future will show the signification of my dream, the 
omens and the prophecy. 

When I went to the G-overnor’s this morning, he 
asked what news there was from the North or the 
South, I told him I had heard nothing. ‘ Why,’ he 
asked, ‘ is the English Governor strengthening the 
fort, but altogether neglecting Cuddalore ? ’ — ‘ Has 
not Kdsilevvai already told you ? ’ 1 said. ‘ More- 
over the English did just the same when the 
Marathas came.’ — ‘They have done nothing,’ he 
observed, ‘to Cuddalore or to the Bound-hedge on 
the south and west ; and are working only to the 
west of the Fort. Do they think that will protect 
them P ’ — * They think so,’ I answered, ‘ because 
their evil star is in the ascendant.’ — * The Governor 
is not wise,’ he said ; ‘ find out where the ship in 
their roads has come from and where she is going ; 
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and find out also how far it is from UchimMu to 
the works south of the Bound-hedge near the 
mouth of the i*iver/ and how many men they keep in 
each. When can you tell mo ? ’ — ‘ On Wednesday,’ 
I answered. — ‘Very well,’ he said, ‘but don’t be 
longer.’ 

Then one of the palankin-boys who went with 
M. de Mainville arrived. On being questioned, he 
said that M. de Mainville and the other Europeans 
were detained at SSndamangalam, and had been put 
in prison, and that in consequence there had been 
a fight in which three had been badly wounded. 
The Brahmans who brought the thousand pagodas 
yesterday said they had gone off as soon as the 
fight began. Now the bearer says that at first the 
Europeans fired at the others, but the latter, being 
numerous, attacked the French with spears and 
bamboos. The French then threw away their 
muskets and fled in different directions. They were 
pursued and beaten. M. de Mainville, who received 
a spear-wound, has been imprisoned in the Port. 
BerumUl Ayyan has been imprisoned and beaten, 
and all the baggage seized. The palankin-boy 
added that on this he and the rest of the bearers 
had made off, that M. de Changeac and two other 
officers were so badly wounded that it would be a 
miracle if they recovered, but that the rest would 
survive. 


^ Tliefte were the out-works at Pateberee Point, etc, see Orme’s 
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When I related this, the Governor told me to 
write to the commandant of the S^ndamangalam 
Fort. I wrote as follows : — 

‘ Thousands of persons daily travel along the 
road. These people are poor Frenchmen with no 
employ on their way to the port of Mahd to find 
employment there. Is it just that they should have 
been beaten and cast into prison ? The Mah&rS.j£i is 
an observer of justice. For that reason Q-od has 
given him the rule of his province. As his nature 
is such, so you also will seek justice and nothing 
else. So we write to you. In order to seize these 
poor travellers’ baggage, your people make false 
charges against them and ill-treat them. We believe 
you will punish such low persons, and will allow the 
poor Frenchmen to depart with their baggage, and 
we hope that in your foresight you will strengthen 
the friendship which exists between you and us,’ 
with compliments. 

This letter was written in Telugu, sealed, and 
given to VenkatanSri.yana Ayyan. Thinking he 
should not go empty-handed, I gave him two yards 
of scarlet broad-cloth, six small fans, four clasp 
knives, two cases of instruments, two large and two 
small folding knives, and four pairs of scissors ; with 
20 rupees for his expenses. I gave also 6 rupees to 
G-uruvayyan, who used to go to Mahd, and who 
went with him. 

In case the commandant at S^ndamangalam 
should be ordered not to release the prisoners or fiQ 
24 
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send them to the capital, I wrote also to G6pi.l DSs 
who, accompanying Samhu D&s on a pilgrimage to 
K^^svaram, h.ad visited the Q-overnor and become 
very friendly with me. I sent him a letter also from 
the Q-overnor, In these we said what is said above 
but at greater length. I added in my letter that if 
he would arrange for the release of the prisoners, 
he might give as much as 50 pagodas to the Dalav^i 
and the chief pandit and we would pay the amount 
to any one he named here or would remit it to him ; 
and I said that Yenkatantrflyana Ayyan would give 
other details. 

The messengers were warned to be cautious, and, 
when they were about to depart, the Qovemor sent 
for them and gave them a letter to M. de Mainville. 
He told me to get 100 pagodas from ArumpStai 
Pillai and send them to M. de Mainville as he would 
probably have lost all his money. So I got 100 
crescent pagodas from Parasurlma Pillai and sent 
them by Vehkatan&r^yana Ayyan and Mahd Guru- 
vayyan. 

Monday, October $3} — To-day I sent presents to 
the of Kfirv^ti, his chief men, and Ohakra- 
varti Srlniv^a AchSri, who came here as his agent. 
A palankin was made ready as a present for the 
The gifts were conveyed by MMabAsi 
Ayyavlr Ayyang§r, Srfni-^sa l.ohiri, Varada 
AyyaugS,r, and E&makrishna SSstri from A root. 


^ lOtlt Arppisi, Prabliay% 
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Tuesday, October — ^When at Muttayya Pillai’s 
garden tMs evening I was watching a play in 
which. Frenchmen appeared as Muhammadans, the 
Governor’s peon called me. When I went to him, 
he asked if I had heard anything about the ship at 
Fort St. David. I answered, ‘ No, but I have heard, 
other news ; a Pathin’s ship has reached Fort St. 
David from Galle with a cargo of liquor* and 
arecanuts. The PathSn told the Governor that on 
leaving Galle he had seen five European ships ; they 
showed no colours and he could not tell whether 
they were French or English. I hear the Governor 
at once ordered ammunition to be made ready.’ 

The Governor questioned me about this, but I 
gave the same answer as before. Then there arrived 
from Mr. Floyer a chobdar with a letter, two peons 
with 500 rupees, and four coohes with 150 unblea- 
ched shirts, 75 waistcoats and 76 pairs of long 
drawers.® The Governor ordered me to have them 
checked. I asked Ranga Pillai, the writer, to check 
and take charge of them. He said they were all 
right, so I reported it to the Governor. I was then 
ordered to find out what the chobdar and peons 
had fco say about the men-of-war. 1 gave them 


^ Hill Arppisi, Prabhava. 

^ Presumably, Colombo arrack. 

® This oontiuuance of private trade between tbe two Grovernora, when 
their respective nations were at war, is not a little remarkable. It may 
be remembered that at an earlier date Hinde and Dnpleiz made each 
other offers of wme. See. ii. 72 and 145 au^ra. It may be conjectured 
that the present articles were ‘ slops ’ for the military. 
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batta for tbe nigbt and told tbem to come to me 
after supper. Wben they came, tbe two Tamil peons 
told me a long story of wMcb I write down only 
the more interesting parts : — 

‘The men- of- war were on their way to Bengal, 
but heard that ten ships were coming from Europe 
and so have dropped anchor somewhere between 
Madras and Pulicat. Only two or three wilL go on 
to Bengal ; the other two or three will stay where 
they are. A country ship and a European ship are 
now in the roads. A mast of the latter has been 
injured by lightning, but it has now been I’epaired 
and she will sail in a day or two. The country 
ship will sail for Bengal in five or six days. Mis- 
fortune has entered the gates of Fort St. David in 
the person of Mr. Morse, and you may be sure the 
Fort will surrender to you. He lost Madras and has 
come to Fort St. David to lose that also. He and 
Mr. Floyer are on bad terms. While Misfortune is 
at Fort St. David, Good Fortune is here. Fort St. 
David is sure to be given up to you. There can be 
no doubt of it. Bikkan KiSn, the Jemadar from 
the other coast, is not liked by the Governor, who 
has enemies everywhere for his luck is out. ’ 

After hearing what they had to say, I gave 
them food and told them to go to rest. 

Wednesday, October %5 } — The people who came 
last Friday, the 20th, from N^ir Jang’s camp. 


^ 12tli Arppisi, Pralbhaya. 
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were with. Mahfaz Kh^n in the fight at St. Thom^ 
and lost all they had. When Mahfaz KhSn came 
here to make peace, he asked that their losses 
should be made good to them. The Governor 
refused, lest the same treatment should be claimed 
by others. However, as I thought Mahfuz ETi^n’s 
words should not be neglected, I gave them forty 
or fifty rupees as compensation and sent them off. 
So when they were at H^slr Jang’s camp, they were 
always speaking about the bravery of the French 
and the cowardice of the English. N^sir Jang 
sent for them and inquired into the whole matter. 
Then, in spite of his agreement with the English, 
that he would recover Madras for 10 lakhs of pagodas^ 
with 3,000 pagodas for each day the army marched 
and 2,000 pagodas for each day he halted, he said, 
‘ How can we march in reliance on these people’s 
word ? Let them be driven from the camp.’ And 
refusing to accept their presents, he moved three 
stages off on the road to Chittirakandi,^ giving 
out that he would march to his father at Au- 
rangabad. This was the news in the Persian letters 
from Fakir MirzS Muhammad Ki.§n, the hereditary 
commander of the forces, from Mahfuz KhSn, 
Nawflb Anwar-ud-dln KhSn’s son, and from Saiyid 
Kh§.n, the news-writer to the Emperor. They 
have been cranslated into French by M. Delarche 


^ The agreement was for 3, not 10 lakhs. See letter No. 5 in Country 
Gorrespondencej 1748, pp. 2, etc 
^ See p. 251 infra. 
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and shown to the Governor. The copies are h 
mj desk. 

N^sir Jang, who had intended to exact 60 or 6< 
lakhs from Mysore, has now accepted 21 lakhs am 
is hastily departing. Niz0.m-nl-mnlk has beei 
blockading Daulatabad, near Aurangabad, for thre 
years past ; and the KiUedar has reported this to tL 
Emperor. He sending for a noble, Amir-ul-umar6 
ordered him to march with 60,000 horse and 100,00( 
foot, to seize Niz&m-ul-mulk and either to behea( 
him or to bring him to Delhi. This noble therefori 
has crossed the ]Narbad4, seized CJjjain and othe 
jaghirs, imprisoned the officers and set up his owj 
people. Moreover he has seized the I’evenues, an( 
lies encamped by the river. This is why Niz^m*ul 
mulk has ordered N§.sir Jang to return at once. Hi 
has also asked SS.hu RSjS for 200,000 horse unde 
the eight generals, RaghOji Bhdnsla, Fatteh Sing] 
and the rest. That is why N§,sir Jang has departe( 
in such haste. 

Friday, October — When I went to the Gov 
emor’s this morning, he greeted me with, ‘ Well 
Ranga Pillai, have you heard the news ? Last nigh 
I got letters from France by the Surat runners 
The Company are very glad to hear of the conques 
of Madras, and they write that they were going t< 
despatch at the end of last March fifteen ships. 

^ 14itK Aippisi, Prabhava* 

^ ** M. de Saint^eorge’s squadron set sail on March 28 All tha 
arrived in Indian waters was three ships under Lozier-Bouvet, wh 
reached the Isle de France in the fcllcwiYio* 
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As the Company’s possessions and profits have 
increased, they want more goods. As there is no 
place left to the English in these parts, and as they 
can no longer endure the war, the King of France 
has consented to treat about peace.^ So the war 
will soon be at an end, there will be a peace in 1748 
and we shall soon hear of the treaty. Tahmasp 
Quli KMn has attacked the English and driven them 
from Bandar Abbas and those parts. They have thus 
had to ship what treasure they had at Bandar Abbas 
and Bussorah ; and M. La M^trie Baudran has cap- 
tured one ship with 10 lakhs of rupees on board and 
another with 2 lakhs. Besides this, the ships and 
their cargoes are worth, say, three lakhs; so 
altogether the prizes come to 16 lakhs.* A fifth 
should go to the King, a tenth to the ministers, 
and the rest to the captain and his crew, according 
to their rank, even the lascars who get no pay® 
will get a share.’ — ‘ This is excellent news,’ I said. 
— ‘ Yes, ’ he replied, ‘ but the ships won’t be here 
this monsoon. They will winter at Achin, Mergui 
or thereabouts, and only arrive about the 10th or 
15th of December.’ 


1 See above p. 81 n. 3 , 

3 0£ supra* p. 176, 15 lakhs of rupees was about £180,000-— a mate- 
rial advance on the value wbicb the Council reckoned the prizes at 

3 I do not understand how lascars could be induced to serve with- 
out pay, but there is no doubt as to the meaning of Ranga Pillaf s Tamil. 
Perhaps they were slaves. La Bourdonnai-^ certainly carried Ooffrees 
aud I believe these privateers were fitted out at the Island^ . 
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But he did not speak with the gladness that be- 
fitted such joyful news. He looked worried — I do 
not know why, but I shall know later on. 

A Portuguese ship, Captain Antonio de Oaettano 
de Campos, came into the roads at half-past four this 
afternoon. She is bound for Goa. She landed planks 
and cordage at Sadras and shipped bales of cloth at 
St. Thome. She will take in here M. Marignon’s ^ 
goods, and the Council’s presents to the Viceroy ® — 
a very fine palankin with silver fittings, silver-gilt 
plates and cups, cloth of gold and similar fabrics. 
She fired a gun as a signal on anchoring. M. L’Hostie® 
came on her, having visited Sadras and St. Thom6. 

An English ship appeared in the roads this 
evening. Two long-boats full of soldiers were sent 
off to her, to ask if she would sail in company with 
the Portuguese ship. Her captain agreed, but she 
weighed anchor and disappeared in the night. It is 
said she will return when she has obtained the 
Commodore’s permission. 

I hear that the English ship in the Port St. 
David Roads has ‘sailed for Bengal. The Portuguese 
captain tells me he saw the eight men of- war that 


^ I suppose a copyist’s error for * Brignon See below. 

2 This seems to mark the beginning of the inti'igues by which 
Dupleix endeavoured to get control of St. Thoin4, especially after he 
knew that Madras had to be restored to the English. 

^ A man named li’Hostier was at this time Master Attendant at 
Chandernagore. Despite the difference of spelling, I conjecture him to have 
been related to the present person who proceeded in November to JKArikAL 
Ministire des Colonies Gg 33, and Le Riche k Dupleix^ November 20 1747 
^P. B.— No. 88). 
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are on the coast lying at anchor ofi Alambarai. 
The runners told me this also, and my gumasta 
there has written the same. Sambu D^s sent a letter 
for the Viceroy to Captain Antonio to-night by his 
own people. He is writing because when the Captain 
was at St. Thom4, the Madras people told him that 
the town had been ruined by the French, but that, 
if the Portuguese flag were hoisted there, they would 
invite the merchants thither and the town would 
flourish. Antonio de Caettano may have told them 
he would speak to the Viceroy about their petition. 
I .do not know what lies he told, but a large present 
of cloth, and other things is being sent by him. 
Sambu D^s has written asking that all future busi- 
ness should be carried on through himself. 


25 
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Wednesday, November 1 } — The news from 
Eort St. David is that Bikkan Kh&a, Muhammad 
Kh^n, and three or four other jemadars of the 
Malabar sepoys have been put in prison in the Port, 
for holding a correspondence with Pondichery.^ 
When I sent Bikkan KhS.n some sandal, he wrote 
an answer which was intercepted by Eangappa 
N^yakkan’s men. The bearer was given fifty lashes 
and imprisoned with the jemadars. So the English 
are losing their confidence in the Malabar sepoys and 
officers ; but they have still unshaken trust in the 
Bombay sepoys. We shall see how it will end. 


1 19th Arppisi, Prahhava. 

2 Orme makes a slip in placing this event after the ai rival of 
Lawrence in January 1748 (i. 88) Bikkan Kh^n with four others was 
actually arrested on Septemher 30/ Ootoher 11, hut was not put on 
his trial until sometime in the following year. Ten letters were pro- 
duced at the Court Martial, six of which were either to or from Shaikh 
‘ Ahd-ul-rahm4n. The concluding letter of the series, addressed to 
Bikkan Khin, contains the following passage, ‘ If you think that the 
affairs in yonr place are npon a good foundation, stay there, or else come 
hither. I mnst repeat it to yon, that the people in this place are good- 
natured, and everything shall he done here according as you wish.* 
There is no mention of Eanga Billai’s letter. In conclusion, the following 
point may he mentioned. It has been suggested that the cause of the 
defection of the Malahar sepoys was the denial of diet-money (Wilson’s 
Madras Army ; i., p. 61 n , ed. 1874). The passage there cited says that 
it had heen resolved to allow diet-money at least until hearing from 
Tellioherry, Colonel Wilson seems to have overlooked the Tellioherry 
answer (dated August 31, 1747) which emphatically says that diet-money 
had been promised, and there is nothing to suggest that the Fort St. 
David Council failed to act accordingly. I am indebted to Mr. William 
Poster, for extracts relating to Bikkan Khan’s trial* 
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Thursday, November 2 } — As tliere has been rain, 
■when I went to the Govei-nor’s this morning he asked 
whether any of our people had come in with Fort 
St. David news, I told him I had heard of a ship 
in their roads being wrecked at the mouth of the 
Cuddalore river. ‘ Have you heard anything of 
the men-of-war ? ’ he asked. — ‘ They are all safe,’ I 
answered, ‘except one or two that drove south- 
wards. We do not know what has happened to them.’ 
He said we were having good rain and there was 
more to come. 

Then Jemadar Shaikh ’Abd-ul-rahmSn came and 
reported that fifty sepoys had come from Fort St, 
David, including six who had been my peons but 
who had deserted. The Governor said, ‘ You need 
not keep these ; hand them over to Eanga Pillai, for 
his peons only get half the pay of your sepoys ; they 
may wish to go ofi again elsewhere ; if Eangappa 
pleases, he may give them a present.’ 

‘According to your tale,’ he continued, ‘only 
400 sepoys came from Malabar to Fort St. 
David and 400 have deserted to us. So there 
should be hardly any left, and yet there are a good 
many. Suppose 600 came, or perhaps a hundred 
and fifty more; as 400 have come over, there 
wo'old be 260 left.’ 


^ 20tli Arppisi, Prabhava. 

3 Omy 354i Malabar sepoys seem to have been sent from Tellioherry-- 
225 with Bikkan 'Khkx and 129 later in the year. 
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Up till now, Shaikh ’ Abd-ol-rahman has been 
cheating the Goyernor. He has been keeping 
people from Arcot at Arump^tai’s Ohonltiy, train- 
ing them in the musket-exercise, and passing them 
off as Malabar deserters whom he has secured from 
Fort St. David. So he hesitated to answer. I did 
not explain the matter to the Governor, but 
merely agreed, and then the Jemadar did so too- 
There are many like him who make money by lies. 
The Governor does not inquire into matters of this 
sort, but he makes a g!reat deal of trouble over 
trifles. 

Tuesday, November 7 } — This morning when I 
went to the Governor, I said how sorry I was at the 
death of M. Ohoisy.® ‘ He had two sons,’ the Gov- 
ernor said; ‘one died sometime ago, after his 
marriage, and the other on the same day as himself. 
So none of his children survive, A virtuous and 
intelligent man is gone.’ Thus he expressed his 
sorrow, and also spoke about it for a little while. 
Then I told him of the news from Fort St. David, 
that Bikkan ElhS-n and the Jemadars from the other 
coast had been heavily fettered, and that proclama- 
tion had been made that none should enter the town, 
and that, if any wished to depart, he must first go 
to a European and obtain a certificate from him, 


^ 25th Arppisi, Prahhava. 

® He was the chief at Y&nim, His death was reported to the Com- 
pany in the Connoil’b letter of Norember 30, I cannot verify the death 
of his sons. 
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carry it to tlie Lead of the Council’s peons, obtain a 
permit and, showing it to the guards along the road, 
so depart. ‘ As this is being strictly done,’ I said, 
‘ those inside find it hard to come out and those out- 
side can’t get in. So it is difficult to learn what 
goes on.’ — ‘The people inside must find it very 
uncomfortable,’ he observed. — ‘ One night,’ I said, 
‘ there was an alarm that the Pondichery troops 
were advancing, and there was the greatest confu- 
sion.’ — ‘ I suppose they were seized with a panic,’ 
he answered. Then for a time we spoke of various 
matters. 

This evening twenty Mah4 sepoys brought in 
from Madras L6ktbhirSma Mudali of Tiruvattiswaran 
K6vil, Ayyikannu, the son of Madurain^yakam 
Pillai of Ouddalore, and two peons. They were 
seized because M. Dulaurens was informed that 
they were giving information to the English about 
Madras. I hear the sepoys 'say they have arrested 
somebody else instead of Ldk^bhirlma Mudali, and 
those who came with the prisoners say the same. 
We shall learn the details later. 

Wednesday, November 8 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning he asked if there was any 
news from the northward or the southward. I 
said I had heard from Arcot that the rains had 
been heavy there, heavier than here, but that there 
was no news from the southward. He said, ‘ True; 


1 26tb Arppisi; Prabhava. 
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I kave kad no letters from KtrikSl.’ — ‘ It has not 
rained since yesterday,’ I answered ; ‘ the rivers 
‘will soon go down and people will be able to travel 
as usual.’ — ‘But the rains are not over yet,’ he 
said ; ‘ see the clouds in the north.’ — ‘ The South 
Wind,’ I replied, ‘ is blowing now, and that is a sign 
that the rains are over.’ — ‘I don’t think so,’ he 
said. 

We spoke of various matters, and then I said, 
‘ The two sepoys who spread your fame throughout 
Nlsir Jang’s camp have waited here a long while.’ 
— ‘ If I give them a present,’ he answered, ‘ all those 
who lost anything in the battle at St. Thom6 will 
expect the same treatment, and it will be difficult to 
refuse them.’ — ‘ But this case is different,’ I replied. 

‘ These people have travelled 200 English leagues 
to Nisir Jang’s camp where they spread abroad your 
glory and valour and the shame of the English, so 
that NSsir Jang who had meant to march this way 
made an excuse to go elsewhere. The paymaster, 
the news-writer and Nawlb Mahfuz Kh§.n of Aroot, 
have aU written this to you. If you refuse, I 
myself will give them a present and send them away.’ 
I spoke about this for twenty minutes or so. At 
last the Governor asked, ‘ What did they lose ? ’ — 

‘ More than 200 pagodas,’ I said, ‘ and their two 
horses. But they will be quite content with only 
200 pagodas. Mahfuz KhSn, the paymaster and the 
news-writer will be pleased -with your liberality and 
extol your merits.’ He then called Ranga Pillai, his 
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writer, and told him to bring 640 mpees.^ The 
latter did so. I gave the money to the two sepoys 
and sent them away with a letter to Mahfuz Kh§n. 
There was no other news. 

I came home at noon. I had already given 
Chokkappa Mudali a pair of diamond ear-rings and 
this afternoon for what remained due I gave hiTn a 
letter to Tirnmalai PiUai, Muttayya Pillai’s son, at 
L^l&p^ttai. He took his leave and said he would 
depart to-morrow. 

Yesterday four BrShmans were sent to Mah4 
with 2,000 pagodas. 

Thv/rsday, November 9 .^ — ^When I was at the 
Governor’s this morning, M. Cornet showed him 
a sedan-chair which he had had refitted. The 
Governor had it made when he was in Bengal, and 
later on had sold it to the Company. M. Cornet had 
been ordered to refit it so that it might be sent to 
the Viceroy at Goa. M. Cornet had taken out the 
old fittings, put in new, and come to show it. 

The Governor called me and gave me the letters 
he had received from the Viceroy and Vfila Mfir- 
t&nda EIjS of Travancore. He told me to answer 
politely and suitably. I said I would, and carried the 


^ The fixed rate of exchange at Pondichery was 320 rupees per 100 
pagodas. See supra i. 101 Bat the market price of pagodas must have 
beeu appreciably higher. They are stated by the Council about this time 
to have been very scarce and dear. Cons Sup, d la Qompagme, Novem- 
ber 80, 1747. (P.B.— No. 7) . 

2 27th Arppisx, Prabhava. 




200 


IE® DIABT OF 


[Eov. 9, 


letters to my nut-godown. Copies of the answers 
have been. kept. 

Friday, November 10 } — This morning -when I was 
at the Governor’s the guards of the runners came 
and reported that the English had seized a runner 
who left Kfirikt,! five days ago with a letter. I told 
the Governor. He was very angry. ‘ It must have 
been the runner’s fault,’ he exclaimed. ‘ He must 
have carried the letter to the English on purpose. 

I am sure the English peons would not have been 
abroad when it was raining so.’ He ordered the 
runners between here and Chidambaram to be 
dismissed and the peons posted up to Villupuram 
to be recalled.. As he was angry, I went out, 
thinking it was no use speaking to him then. 

In about twenty minutes he called me in, and . 
said, ‘ The rivers are going down ; have you had 
any news from the South?’ — ‘As they are only 
beginning to sink,’ I answered, ‘ we shall not get 
news till to-morrow or the day after.’ Even now 
there are five or six hundred bullock-loads of grain 
the other side of the Ariyinkuppam river, and they 
cannot be brought over yet.’ ‘ That is true ; it is 
stUl dangerous,’ he observed ; ‘ what is the price of 
grain ? ’ — ‘ We shall see later,’ I replied ; ‘ the 
customs writer teUs me that the Wandiwash 
merchants have offered the standing crops to the 
bullock-men, but they have refused to buy.’ He 


^ ?8t]i Arppisi, Prabhava, 
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told me to buy four hundred garce of grain from 
what is in store at Gingee and YaludSvdr forts, 
and I said I would as soon as prices sank a little. 

Then we spoke of various matters. He said he 
thought the rain which was threatening might hinder 
our plan. I answered that God would remove all 
hindrances and Fort St. David would surrender 
this time. ‘ I will go myself,’ he exclaimed, ‘ and 
there shall be no return, as there was before, until 
the place has fallen.’ I said if he went, there 
would be no delay, and spoke suitable words, as his 
good star is in the ascendant. I came home at 
noon. 

At half -past three he sent for me, and said, ‘ The 
Portuguese boat that the English seized has return- 
ed to Porto Novo. See if you can hire two dhonies at 
Alambarai to caiTy a hundred and fifty or sixty bales. 
Arrange a proper rate, and if they are damaged we 
will pay compensation and give a little extra hire as 
well.’ M. Brignon ^ and the Governor gave me this 
order. I called for Musalayyan and the Company’s 
peon from Alambarai. They told me that one 
dhony was lying in the river and that the other had 
been already hired. I sent them to engage dhonies. 
The Governor went out for a drive. I went to the 
Company’s merchants and got home at ten. 


^ Apparently a Oompaay’s servant. The earliest reference to him I 
have met with is in 1736 {Ddlihirations du Cons- Sup, iii, 18). A few days 
after this entry he was at KArikAl, possibly on business connected with 
this Portuguese ship. {Le Riche to Dupleisst ^fov. 20, 1747, P.B. — ISfo^ $3^) 

26 
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Saturday, November 11 } — This morning the 
Brahman Gni’nvayyan arriyed with letters from 
M, de Mainville, M. Changeac, and the other Euro- 
peans imprisoned in the Fort at S^ndamangalam. 
Among them was a cadjan letter from Venkata- 
nlrlyana Ayyan ; another was from the French 
prisoners to the Goyernor ; and the third was from 
M. Changeac to me. Venkatani,rayana Ayyan’s 
letter was written in great detail and coyered twelye 
leayes. I shall write down what is important in 
it : — 

‘ I gaye the commandant the letter addressed to 
him along with the present — two pieces of broad- 
cloth, scissors and kniyes. He said he was sorry 
for what had happened, but when our people were 
stopped by the guards, we ought not to have fired 
at them, but to haye asked permission to pass as 
we were only trayellers. Some of his people were 
wounded and he himself was in danger. That is 
why our people haye been imprisoned and he has 
written to his superiors. He says also that the 
officers at the neighbouring stages, being ill-disposed 
towards him, petitioned, accusing him of robbing 
our party of their jewels and beating them ; that 
the Dalayt.i thereon sent people from Seringapatam 
to examine the case, with orders to put the Euro- 
peans in irons ; that he could not help obeying these 
orders ; but that he can get the prisoners released 


^ 29tli Arppisi, Tralblxava, 



JNANDA RANGA PllLAI. 


IW.] 


203 


before November 22, by writing to his brother at 
Seringapatam, to the newly appointed Dalavti ^ and 
the chief pandit, if we will give 150 pagodas to each 
of the three. I am setting out for Seringapatam on 
the night of November 6, and am sure we shall 
succeed if we offer 350 pagodas. You must reply 
at once to Seringapatam. At the same time I can 
speak to GrOpdl D^s and get a sanad to permit 
Frenchmen to pass through the country without 
trouble. Also Jndnara, my friend, is a favourite 
servant of the Edjd’s ; and with his help I hope to 
succeed in about ten days without any expense. I 
am sure I shall not return unsuccessful.’ 

Changeao’s letter to me said ; — ‘ M. de Mainville, 
Guillaume ^ and myself have recovered from our 
wounds ; M. Mose and M. Gorlier will be well in 
about six days. The matter will be soon settled if 
your people go to Seringapatam and see your friend 
there. Kuppayyan, the Amalddr of the Fort, is a 
rascal. He put us in irons as soon as he heard your 
people had come. He has given back some of our 
things, but asks 5,000 pagodas for the rest.’ 

Amalddr Kuppayyan’s younger brother wrote 
two letters, one to me and the other to the Gov- 
ernor saying, ‘I have learnt the whole business 
from your letter and your Vakil, Venkatandrdyana 
Ayyan, who has come here. Your people ought 
not to have behaved as they did; but I have 

^Thia must be tbe well-known Nandir^ja, See Wilka’ E%stor%cal 
SJcatches, ed. 1869, u 147. 

* Conjeotural* Banga Pillai writes * Yiydm/ 
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given VenkatantrSyana Ayyan instructions and 
letters to the Dalar3,i, tke chief pandit and my 
brother, asking them to see to the matter. He will 
be able to settle the matter as soon as he gets to 
Seringapatam. The prisoners can be released by 
November 22, and shall be sent on to Mah4 with 
palankins and presents. As I had already reported 
the matter, I was obliged by my orders to imprison 
them, and I cannot release them until further 
orders.’ 

I reported this to the Governor and gave him 
Mainville’s letter. At the beginning he grew very 
angry, and said there was no reason for putting our 
people in irons, and it was probably due to the sugges- 
tions of the Br&hmans who had gone with them. 
But the latter part of the letter pleased him. It said, 
‘Owing to Venkatan^ranappa Ayyan, light irons 
have been put on us instead of heavy ones. He has 
managed to recover our property for us ; and since 
he came we have been comfortable. The messengers 
from Mysore i nquired into the whole matter. Eang- 
appan’s man also has gone to Seringapatam, and is 
likely to settle matters with the help of Rangappan’s 
friend there.’ 

The Governor was pleased at this, and told me 
to write. He also wrote to M. de Mainville. I was 
told to write suitably to the AmaldS,r of SSnda- 
mangalam and the people at Seringapatam. I went 
to my nut-godown and wrote to G6pSJ D^, the 
treasurer YM Ghetti. Mamm.-nna nbafti. otkI 
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Venkatan^ranappa Ayyan, desiring them to settle 
the business quickly. I also got a bill for 640 rupees 
from Sankara TarwMi of this place on KSsi DIs 
Bukkanji’s gumasta at Seringapatam and put it in 
V’enkatanS.ranappa Ayyan’s letter, adding, ‘ See that 
you do not spend more, and that you procure the 
prisoners’ release and their despatch to Mah4. If 
you can do this without cost, the Governor wiU be 
pleased with both of us ; but if at great expense, it 
will be ill. This is not a time for getting money ; 
for that there will be many other opportunities ; but 
chances of getting a good name are rare.’ 

The letters were sealed and sent to Mysore by 
some Brihmans. Two were sent to S^ndamangalam 
with my letters and the Governor’s, to Kuppayyan’s 
brother, Mainville and Changeac. I signed an agree- 
ment with Harisankar TarwMi to pay out of the 
Company’s cash the cost of remittance, the principal 
and the interest for the biU on KS.si DSs Bukkanji’s 
gumasta on receiving Venkatantranappa Ayyan’? 
receipt. I have kept a copy of the agreement. 

After sending off these letters at five, I went to 
the Governor’s. In preparation for the expedition 
that will be made in fifteen days’ time, the European 
and Mah4 troops — infantry, horse and artillery — 
were being drilled just opposite the Governor’s house. 
He and other Europeans were watching from the 
fort walls. I also with S^sh^chala Chetti and others 
looked on from near the Council house. Then I 
went to my nut-godown and so home. 
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Sunday, November 12 } — TMs morning the Gov- 
ernor sent for me and said, ‘Yon have written 
to Alambarai for two dhonies. Now that the 
Portuguese ship is h.ere, write and say they are not 
wanted. But say that if they like to send them to 
Madras to bring goods down here, they may.’ So 
I wrote a letter to Musalayyan and sent it by a 
runner. The Portuguese ship is being laded with 
M. Brignon’s goods, as fast as possible lest the 
English ships should come. M, Barthdlemy also is 
lading his bales on her. That is what is being done 
now, I came home in the afternoon. 

When I was in my nut-godown this evening, a 
Br&hman came from Appu Mudali at six, and told 
me he thought the head-peons had kept back a 
sealed letter that I had sent. I called S^ntappan 
and Muttappan, and asked, ‘ What letters were given 
you and why did you keep them?’ — They replied, 
‘ This is the truth. The runner from Madras brought 
letters. Among them was one with a torn cover, 
bearing your seal. We gave it to the peon. Has 
he not given it to you ? ’ — As this story did not agree 
with what I had heard, I said, ‘ As head-peons, you 
must show all letters to the Governor, deliver the 
letters for Europeans and bring all the rest to me, 
to be sent to the proper persons after I have seen 
them. What right had you to keep a letter ? It is 
a lie that you gave it to the peon ; you must still 


* SOfcli Arppisi, Prabhava, 
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haye it. I will report tMs to the GoTernor to- 
morroiy and haye you remoyed — I must do so.* 
They denied it, howeyer, and said they would fetch 
the peon. I waited for a while ; and, when I came 
home at nine, I heard that the peon had brought 
the packet to the Goyernor when he was at the 
Capuchins ’ Church. One of the coyers was torn, 
and it bore my seal in red wax. Muttan showed it 
to Malayappa Mudali and when he was told that 
the seal was mine and the letter was addressed to 
Ayy^annu, he thought it must be connected with 
the betrayal of news to the English for which 
Ayytkannu and Maduraintyakam are now in prison. 
So he hastened to Madame and gaye it to her. She 
put it in her pocket, oyerjoyed at haying found a 
cause of accusation against me.^ She hopes to get 
me punished and to revenge herself. As VarMm 
was not there, the letter could not be interpreted 
to her. 

I have had nothing to do with Ayjtkannu, either 
by speech or writing, for these four or five years. 
How can there be such a thing as a letter addressed 
to him with my seal on it ? I am perfectly innocent ; 
my conscience is as clear as possible. I think 
Madame must have contriyed this as she was dis- 
appointed in her plot against me oyer the petition. 


^ One Jetter produced at the trial of Lakshmaua Mudali, Morse’s 
dubS<sh, at Fort St. David in 1748, was written by Madame d’Espr^m^nil 
urging Laksbmana Mudali to accuse Banga Pillai of sending news to tbe 
English. (Kindly communicated by Mr, W. Foster, c.i.s.) 
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Perhaps she got my seal from my writers by means 
of Madaninda Pandit, Elaichiyappan or Sivarlma 
SS,stri’s son. But even so, what harm is there ? 
I should have signed the letter, and the plot will 
be thus exposed. Even if my signature has been 
forged, I am sure I shall be acquitted. If 1 had 
been faithless to my master, then I should fear. 
But I am sure God will bring to light these works 
of darkness. The Governor will inquire narrowly 
into them and learn the truth ; and he will be angry 
with those who have planned this thing. More will 
be known about this to-morrow. 

Monday, 'November 13 } — have learnt to-day 
that the letter mentioned above really bore my seal 
and my signature. It was written at the end of 
June and invited Ayy§.kannu to my daughter 
PSpSil’s marriage. It still shows marks of saffron®. 
They who carried it with such excitement yesterday 
to the Governor’s wife to-day are downcast. Think- 
ing that I might have asked Ayytkannu along with 
others, I examined the list and found his name there. 

Friday, November 17 } — This morning Sori, 
Marakk&yar, the messenger from Vanji Yfila Mlr- 
tUnda R§,i§. of Travancore, was sent away with an 
answer, and a present of two yards of broad-cloth. 
Soon afterwards, Madame sent for Vadugan^tha 


^ 1st Kirttigai, Prabhava. 

^ It is usual for Hindu wedding invitations to be marked with 
aaffron at the four corners. 

® 6th K&rttigai, Prabhava* 
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Mudali and scolded Hm for -writing ‘ Ammtl ’ on 
notes sent to lier without ‘ RSja Sri She said I 
was a rascal who paid her no respect, with other 
abusive words. She ordered him to receive fifteen 
stripes, and declared that if any one did so again he 
should be whipped out of the Fort Grate — whether 
it were I or any one else. 

Vadugani,tha Mudali told me this as I was going 
home from the Governor’s. My anger was beyond 
words. I thought of returning to cast myself at 
the Governor’s feet ; but on reflection I resolved 
to tell him later, and so came home. 

Saturday, November 18 ? — This morning the 
Governor held a Council meeting until half-past ten. 
When it broke up he sent for me, and said, ‘ W e have 
been very busy all this time. I have got the Council 
to agree to an attack on Fort St. David. I mean to 
go in person, and will not return until I have taken 
it.’ — ‘What you resolve,’ I said, ‘ you always bring 
to pass. God favours you, and all your undertak- 
ings prosper.’ 

He smiled and replied, ‘ You know that people 
came from Akkal Ni.yakkan’s woods, and promised 
us a hundred peons for hire. Send word to them 
to come. Also find out about the depth of the 
rivers and the state of the marshes, and be able to 

^ The peon who carried the letters would be nnable to read an 
address in French, and so the name would be written on the back in 
Tamil, Amm6X means ‘ mother ’ and is roughly equiralent to ‘ Madams .* 
Bdja Sri is rwughly equivalent to ‘ the Honourable-* 

® 6th K&rttigai, Prabhava, 
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tell me wten I ask you. Send men along to the 
mouth of the river. We shall take Muhammadans 
with camels — will they be able to go that way ? 

‘ Yes,’ I answered, * and elephants also, as well as 
the bullock-carts and baggage. ‘ How soon will 
they be here ? ’ he asked. — ‘ In ten days,’ I said. 
He then ordered me to look to the ammunition and 
victuals, that being my special duty, and to see 
that all was ready whenever it was needed. I 
promised that nothing needed for the war should be 
allowed to leave the town, that all should be ready 
when needed, and that the information should bo 
ready too. I added, ‘ Akkal Hlyakkan declares 
he can capture Ouddalore and Tirupp§,ppuliyAr if you 
only send him a few sepoys.’ — ‘ Get the men ready,’ 
the Governor said; ‘if they help us well, they shall 
have V andip&laiyam and Tirupp^ppuliydr . You may 
tell them so.’ I said I would do so, and then 
presented ’Abd-ul-rah.mln’s petition and accounts. 
He told me to send for M. Boyelleau,^ and draft a 
letter to be sent with the accounts to M. LouSt.^ I 
said I would do so, and came home at twelve.'* 


^ Had “been chief at Masulipatamand at this time was Secretary, 
Dupleix says he had made a fortune hut knew little of India. C ultra, 
p. 49. 

2 Louefeat this time was chief of Mah6 where he had put in the whole 
or almost the whole, of his seryioe. He is said to have been of good 
family, hut ‘ exfcr^mement partisan des coutumes Malabar es, dont il 
n’avaib pas honte de faire usage.’ 0 ultra, pp. 46 and 48. 

® A letter of this date from the Pondiohery Council to Mahd is 
preserved at Pondiohery (P.B, — No, 61), ’Abd-ul-rahman was apparently 
olaim m g mouey due about 1740 for the services at Mahd of his company 
of Sepoys. 
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TMs afternoon I went to the Governor to ask 
permission for Khin BaMdtir’^ to enter the town. 
‘Has he brought the money he owes me and you ? ’ 
he asked. — ‘ OhandS, SUhib’s wife has agreed to pay 
it,’ I answered. — ‘Very well,’ he said; ‘ ask him 
to take service with us.’ — ‘ Such people think it a 
dishonour to take service with their inferiors,’ I 
replied ; ‘ but they think they will win glory if they 
serve the great. If you were to ask him, Khin 
BahMhr might consent.’ And I added some pleas- 
ing words. ‘Very well,’ the Governor said; ‘ask 
him to come.’ On my suggestion, the Governor 
sent for the Master Gunner and told him to fire 
the proper salute. 

Five or six days ago, RS.id Pandit came and 
asked permission, in the names of Ohand^ SIhib’s 
wife and son, for KhSn Bahtdfir to come to Pondi- 
chery. He said that Ohandt Sfihib had written 
desiring it, that Khin BahSdfir, when a letter was 
written him, answered that he owed money to the 
Governor and me, and that Ohandt SShib’s wife and 
son replied that they already owed us money, and 
would add his debt to theirs. So Ei]'8 Pandit 
sought the Governor’s permission. 

When we went to the Governor’s, he was upstairs 
and we could not see him. H or could we see him 
that evenmg, as he sat at cards tiU seven. So we 


' ^Khan BaTi^d'ftr was son-in-law to Ohandd S*aadat-xil-lah Kh^ri 

had thought of naming Kh^n Bahddtr as his successor instead of Ddst 
Ali Kh4n Fort 8t, Qeorge Council to the Compcunyf September 26, l74l» 
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resolved to go next day. As we were going to my 
nut-godown, I said to ES.i6 Pandit, ‘ What are we 
to tell the Governor ? He thinks you will pay Khdn 
BahMhr’s debt to him, and 1 think the same about 
what he owes me. If you offer to repay the money, 
the Governor will be very glad at such an unexpected 
piece of good luck. I will consider it settled and 
be ready to tell him so, or, if I don’t tell him myself, 
I will refer him to you when he raises the question,’ 
MadanSnda Pandit said the same. 

Rijd Pandit answered boastingly, ‘ What Kh4n 
Bahldtr owes you is not much to ChandS. SS,hib’s 
wife. She would not hesitate about a much larger 
sum. I will tell her what you say, and if she 
thinks I should tell the Governor, and my telling 
you is not enough, I will come again to-morrow.’ 
So he departed. 

When i heard this afternoon that Khan BahMffr 
had reached my garden, I set out with Mala- 
yappan, the Nayinlr, VirS HSyakkan, MadanS,nda 
Pandit, fifty musketeers, horses and carriages. It 
was half-past five when 1 met him, and as we 
entered the Valud^vfir Gate there was a salute of 
nine guns. Words cannot describe his poverty. 
As soon as I approached, he rose and embraced 
me ; and as he got back into his litter, there was 
none to raise the curtain for him. I was grieved to 
see it. I thought how he had inherited ten lakhs 
of pagodas, and how S’aadat-ul-lah KMn had left 
him sixty or seventy lakhs of rupees and nominated 
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him FawSib of Arcot. Surely it is better to be born 
fortunate tbau ricb. I carried him to Ohaud& 
S§.hib’s house, and after receiving pSn supSri I 
came home. 

Sunday , Novemier 19 } — "went to the Gov- 
ernor’s this morning after his return from church. 
Kandi Venkayyan brought two letters from the 
inhabitants of Madras — one for the Governor and 
the other for me. They say that some time ago 
all the houses were pulled down as far as the 
Chinti.dri Pillaiyfi.r Temple ® ; that now it has been 
proclaimed by beat of tom-tom that all will be pulled 
down as far as the liquor bazaar ; that they had 
been living quietly under their own roofs although 
they had lost everything, but that if their houses 
are pulled down, all they can do is to poison 
themselves. All the inhabitants signed and more- 
over there was a long account of their wretchedness 
and appeals to the Governor’s mercy. The Governor 
gave me his letter and asked what it had to say. I 
explained to him that it was written in Telugu, with 
all proper compliments, signed by all the merchants, 
and ran as follows : — ‘ We are told you have ordered 
our houses to be destroyed. We lost all our wealth 
in the late troubles, and so were left without 
resource in a time of famine. We looked to you for 
protection as those who toil in the heat of the day 
look for shelter. If you protect us, you will thereby 


^ 7t]i Kdrttigaij Piabhava. 

2 See Love’s Vestiaes. li. 142. 
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acquire merit. If you grant this prayer of many 
people, G-od will reward you with even greater glory 
and renown. It is certain.’ iiud to this I added 
details to arouse his pity. -But he out me short, 
saying, ‘ I might listen to you if I meant to leave 
the town standing. But since I am resolved to 
destroy it and to bring its inhabitants here, I cannot 
listen. I wish Pondichery to grow a hundred 
times as prosperous as Madras ever was. Appar- 
ently you are not ready to assist me in this.’ He 
spoke sharply. 

I replied, ‘ Did I not tell you last year that from 
Viihava onwards this town would increase so that 
people would not be able to find ground to build their 
houses on ? I think in four months’ time you will 
see it so.’ The Governor then told me to make 
the Brihman who has come, persuade the people of 
Madras to come and build houses here, promising 
them all protection. I told him the Brthman 
desired an interview with him. ‘That is not 
necessary,’ he said, ‘I have told you what my 
orders axe.’ Then he said, ‘ I hear the new earth- 
works at the river side at Port St. David have 
given way, as well as those which the Ooffrees took. 
Pind out and let me know in two or three days’ 
time.* I said I would do so, and returned home 
at twelve. 

This afternoon news came that two ships were 
ofi Madras and another off St. Thomd, but it is not 
known what they are. The ship which came into 
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Fort St. David roads four days ago sailed away 
yesterday with firewood and water. 

Tuesday, November To-day I received a 

letter from Ei,makrishiia SS.stri, who is with the 
Kdrv^ti E§.jS. He says, ‘We have reached this 
place safely, and given SSsham EljS the palankin 
and dress of honour. He is very pleased. Kan- 
dappan, whom you sent as Amald^r of TS.sananfir,® 
has received a sanad to collect the revenue from July, 
and the ES.]^ has made him a present of four 
pagodas. I myself have been to the village and 
given two yards of white broad-cloth to the chief 
man and a turban worth three-quarters of a pagoda 
to another. We told them to cultivate the village 
well. It is watered by a river and a tank. If 
two or three hundred rupees were spent on it, the 
village, which is large, would certainly yield 
1,000 pagodas a year. The ES.jS is mad at 
present, and so we must wait for a suitable 
occasion to get his signature to the deed for the 
agrahSram. There is no need of a special order 
from the palace. The amount due to Sambu 
DSs Bukkanji is 20,000 pagodas. You need not 
send an agreement, but we desire detailed instruc- 
tious from you. Ohakravarti Srinivasa AchSri is the 
man whose word has most weight here. He has 
been granted lands worth 30,000 pagodas and the 
collection of the Arcot dues. If you wish, I will 


^ 9th K^irttigai, Prabhava 
® This place is tmidentihed. 
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ask him to go to Pondichery. I have been given 
two shawls, two cloths and a turban, and all who 
came with me have also received presents.’ Man6ji 
told me the same news as is written in the letter. 
I shall answer it to-morrow. 

When I went to the G-overnor’s this morning, 
I reported to him the contents of harkara Sing^ 
ram’s letter from Arcot : ' Originally NMir Sbih 
was a subject of the king of Persia. He was 
sentenced to be beheaded for robbery, but became 
the leader of a hundred horse and then of an army. 
He killed his master in April 1739 and called him- 
self NMir ShUh. Marching by NasMb§.d he slew 
the king of Kandabtr, and then invaded the lands 
of Muhammad Shi,h, the Emperor of Delhi. He 
imprisoned the Emperor, plundered Delhi of nine 
crores, seized the jewels of the Emperor and his 
nobles, but was at last slain by his younger brother’s 
son. The latter has now succeeded to the throne 
of Persia, and calls himself Adil ShSh. KIbul, 
Kandahir, Mdltfin and all the rest of Muhammad 
Shih’s dominions have been recovered. Moreover 
Muhammad Sh^h has commanded Sthu RS,j& to 
seize and behead Nizim-ul-mulk, and has granted 
him all the lands he can conquer. Si.hu Riji 
has taken counsel with Ragh6ji Bh6nsla, Fatteh 
Singh and Sripati Rio. Bhiji Rio is besieging 
the fortress of Yasil. Mzim-ul-mulk has sent for 
Nislr Jang to assist him. Nisir Jang has settled 
the revenue of Ohittirakandi Biman at 3 lakhs 
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of rupees, and is moving towards Stvan'ftr and 
BankS.pnram with 100,000 men. As soon as he 
crosses the Kistna, he will allow Mahfuz Kh^n to 
depart. Ndslr Jang has demanded 6 lakhs of rupees 
and a bill for 60,000 has been sent to camp from 
Arcot.’ 

The Governor, hearing this, said, ‘ But NSdir 
Shih was murdered a year ago ! ’ 

Wednesday, Novemher %%} — When I went to the 
Governor’s house this morning, he bad sent for aU 
the Councillors, They came and held a consulta- 
tion, and then dispersed. The Governor then called 
me, and said with much exultation, ‘ M. Dulaurens 
has been behaving at Madras as if he had no 
superior. For his misconduct and Kommanan’s, 
we have resolved to recall him ® and send M. Bar- 
th41emy in his place. This comes of his despising 
the advice which I told M. Miran to give him at 
the time of his going to Madras. Tou will see 
that he has to come back and remain here, with no 
more power than a monkey. It is what always 
happens to those who forget the power of their 
superiors. Madame Dulaurens® too who hoped 
to rule Madras will have to come back with her 


1 lOth KS-rttigai, Prabbava. 

^ See iw/ra p 233. 

s Marie, daughter of Louis G-alliot de la Touche, who came out as a 
Mariuer aud subsequeutly became Master Attendant at Pondicheiy. 
(P. B.— JiTo. 25 p. 851). 

28 
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htisband. I have also recalled M. Gosse,^ M. Panon ® 
and M. Ootterel,® and shall send others. M. Dulan- 
rens has spoiled his chances hy his tongue ; his 
government has been quite a failure.’ He vent on 
railing at M. Dulaurens for three-quarters of an hour. 
I observed, ‘ I always knew that those who opposed 
you would be overthrown. M. Dulaurens is fortun- 
ate to have escaped till now. I don’t know what 
will become of him.’ I talked suitably on this sub- 
ject with him for an hour and a half. I then told 
him of the news that the customs people brought 
last night and of their list. The three English 
ships that were off Madras passed here at noon and 
are anchored off Cuddalore. 

Thursday, November 23 * — ^When Cuddapah 
Inanda Rio’s case was settled in January 1744, 


^ Gosse is said to have been a nephew of the director tiaintard. He 
had served at Mah^ and Bussorah. Was appointed Secretary in 1747, and 
in August went as Second to Madras. The Oonseil Siip^rieur said of him 
that he was talented, but * son caract^re caustique, difficile et mordant, 
n’est du tout point convenable pour des colonies trop dloign^ea de TJEurope.* 
Gons. Sttp. d la Q&m^agnie, December 24, 1747 (P.B, — 7), 

® A Creole from the Isle of Bourbon, and a ‘ tr^s mauvais sujet ’ accord- 
ing to Dupleix who writes of him that at Madras * il a fait sa main 
autant qu’il I’a p-d et vilainement* He held the rant of ‘oommis.* 
Minisi^ des Colomes, 0® 15. M, deNazelle mentions a man of the same 
name as Engineer at Madras (op, 27), but I cannot say if he was the 
French Civil Servant or another. 

® Originally a sailor, hut, being protected by the Cardinal deTencin, 
was appointed to the Civil Service in 1740. He had served as * Lieuten- 
ant de port,^ inspector of the Hospital, and inspector of Customs. He 
had only reached Madras in the previous August. Oultru, pp. 47,60; La 
OoTWjgagme m Gone, Bwp. November 9, 1740, and the Oouncjl’s reply to 
the Company’s letter of November 25, 1741 (PJi.— No* 6) j Madras to 
the Cons, Bup, August 24, 1747 (PJB* — No. 16). 

* l^th K4rttigai| Prabhava, 
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VinSyaka Pandit was given tlie goods and about 
4,000 pagodas, duly registered in the court, and he 
gave the G-overnor his share. Vin&yaka Pandit 
then went to Arcot, leaving the goods in the charge 
of Ananda RS,o’s mother, and there he died. 
His widow thereon sent her brothers-in-law, Subbu 
Rio and Yisudiva Rio to fetch the goods. But 
Ananda Rio and Srinivisa Rio, his cousins, assisted 
by the two Mah^ jemadars, ’ Abd-nl-rahmin and his 
brother Shaikh Hasan, have been endeavouring tor 
the last two months to get possession of the pro- 
perty. Last night they presented a petition to the 
Grovernor, saying that I had been given a bribe of 
1,500 pagodas and was therefore allowing the 
property to be removed. At once, at seven o’clock 
yesterday evening, he sent two peons to prevent 
Subbu Rio and Yisudiva Pandit from removing 
the goods, which were in Cuddapah JSTigisa Rio’s 
house ; for he thought that I had arranged to get 
something secretly for myself and forgot that the 
matter had been settled and his share paid. I 
learnt what had happened, but was not alarmed, 
for I considered that when I told him the matter 
was already settled, he would let the goods be 
moved. 

When I went to Mm at seven this morning, he 
was thinking that I had taken four or five pagodas 
for allowing goods worth perhaps 40 pagodas to be 
removed. However he said nothing about it, but 
asked, * Why have you not yet got me the usual 
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presents from the Company’s merchants for Christ- 
mas and my name-day ? You are taking a long 
time.’ — ‘ The merchants,’ I answered, ‘ tell me that 
trade is bad, and they are poor. I did not think a 
delay of a few days would matter. I have not for- 
gotten about it.’ — ‘ No, no,’ he exclaimed, ‘ I think 
the go-betweens must be keeping the presents for 
themselves, else there would be no such delays. ’ — 
‘ Nothing like that can be done,’ I replied ; ‘ but if 
you are pleased to ask, you will learn the truth.’ 
I went out, and when a few moments later I 
returned, he told me to summon all the Company’s 
merchants. I sent a peon for them, and then said, 
‘ I hear you have ordered peons to prevent the goods 
of VinSyaka Pandit being removed. They were 
given him in Cuddapah Ananda Rio’s case, which 
was settled in January 1744 and your share was 
duly paid.’ On that he remembered the matter and 
sent for Ananda Rio and Srinivisa Rio. They 
admitted that the case had already been settled, but 
Ananda Rio asserted that the woman had secretly 
brought 25 seers of gold from Cuddapah ; and Srini- 
visa Rio said that as a relative he had a right to 
share ; but that her grandson had brought letters to 
me from Sampiti Rio and Muhammad Tavakkal, and 
I was helping to remove the property for 1,500 pago- 
das. ‘ Then,’ the Governor said, ‘ it must be in the 
list of the property signed by the choultry writers ; 
have that account brought.’ It was brought by the 
Court attendant, Muruga Pidai, and the Governor, 
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having read the record, perceived that the charge 
against me was false and rebuked Ananda ES,o. 

‘ Why,’ he asked, ‘ do you now say this woman had 
25 seers of gold when you agreed to what she swore, 
that she had only a house and furniture at Ouddapah 
worth 200 pagodas ? ’ — Ananda ES,o answered that 
he had only come to know of it recently ; but the 
Governor in great anger sent him away. Then 
he summoned Srlniv§.sa E§,o and asked what right 
he had to share in the property. He answered, 

‘ Yin&yaka Pandit, having no son, adopted his daugh- 
ter’s son; and so I, being a relative by the father’s 
side, am entitled to share.’ On this the Governor 
ordered that four chief men of the caste should be 
appointed to decide the case. 

I said briefly to the Governor, ‘ About two hun- 
dred cases of this sort have been settled, and divi- 
sions made, in my time. If we now re-open a case, 
it will not look well, and many others will demand 
a new division. However what you think best must 
be done.’ The Governor understood what I meant, 
and meaning to pacify me, said, ‘Eanga Pillai, 
come here. Charges are often made against you, 
even in my own house. I wish this case to be set- 
tled by arbitrators in order to stop such complaints. 
You need not be anxious.’ 

Lakshmana Ndyakkan,^ E&machandra Pandit, 
the son of M^lugiri Pandit, V§,sudiva Pandit and 


1 Grant Duff says that Br&hmans who became shroffs or sow cars took 
the title of l^§.yak. See Diiff*s History of the Marathas, ed. 1912^ ii, 8. 
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Sankara Ayyan were named arbitrators. The 
Grovernor tben sent for tbe mercliants, and, return- 
ing tlie two rings wHoli had been presented to him 
for Christmas and for his name-day, told them he 
would rather have their value in pagodas. He then 
sat down to dinner. The merchants went home. 
I did the same, and after my meal I lay down. At 
three o’clock the Governor sent for the four arbitra- 
tors and told them to hear the case on the verandah of 
E^makrishna Chetti’s house. On hearing this I went 
to my nut-godown. At half-past four the Governor 
went for a drive. Madame sent for the arbitrators, 
and asked them if they were going to give Srinivasa 
E4o a share. They answered that they would tell 
her after they had heard the case. She said he 
ought to receive a share, and that I was his enemy. 
They then went to Rtmakrishna Ohetti’s house and 
began their sitting. The Governor returned at six. 
As Madame could not summon the arbitrators to her, 
she sent VarMm with frequent messages, and even 
spoke to the Governor about it. He replied, 
‘ Ananda RS,o takes opium and ganja ; he drinks ; he 
is always with dancing-girls. If he were an honest 
man, he would not waste his money and go about 
as he does. It is no use speaking about the matter.’ 
Mortified at this, Madame told VarMm that the 
Governor had changed his mind ; that I had become 
her rival; and that it was an extraordinary thing 
that the Governor cared more for me than for his 
own wife. She also said he had called Ananda R^o 
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an opium-eater, a smller of drink, and so on, Varlam ' 
told Wandiwask Tiruv6ngadam and ke repeated it to 
me. I already knew tke Governor’s opinion, for I 
kad keard kim rebuke Ananda Efio this afternoon 
as an opium-eater and a loose fellow. 

Tke four arbitrators decided that as VinSyaka 
Pandit kad adopted a son, and as tke latter kad per- 
formed tke funeral ceremonies, ke was tke sole keir. 
They wrote out their decision and then began to 
dispute about who was to sign first. They all went 
to tke Governor’s at half -past eight. He was play- 
ing cards, so they sat down in writer Ranga Pillai’s 
office. They waited tUl the Governor kad kad kis 
supper at nine, and then Lakskmana Nd,yakkan went 
to kim and began to speak to kim. ‘ Go away, go 
away,’ ke said, ‘ I have done enough business to-day.’ 
However Lakskmana NS.yakkan signed tke paper, 
tke others signed after kim, and tke Governor, hav- 
ing taken tke paper, sent them away and went to bed. 
They went home at ten and I also. Tke two jema- 
dars, ’Abd-ul-rakm4n and Shaikh Hasan, and also 
Vellore Gdvinda R4o, waited at Madame’s until eight. 
But as tke arbitrators decided against Srinivasa BS.o, 
as Ananda RS,o was put to shame this afternoon, 
and as Madame’s efforts for tke last month, as well 
as theirs, all proved useless, they came away crest- 
fallen. Madame’s efforts failed because God is just, 
else they must have injured me deeply. G od protects 
me because I never plot harm to other people ; but 
they who dig pits will themselves fall into them. 
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Saturday, November %5. ^ — Some tvo months 
and a half ago, one of Malayappan’s head-peons 
with five or six others caught Muttayya Mndali, 
Sadayappa Mndah’s brother-in-law, gambling in his 
house with four other people — his half-brother, 
Kandappan, a sweetmeat-seller, — Vaithi the peon, 
brother-in-law of KudaikkSra Nainiyappa Mudali, — 
his rascally sonMuttayyan — and Varadappan the 
peon. They bound the sweetmeat-seller, and took 
from him a couple of gold rings worth a pagoda, a 
thumb-ring set with two rubies worth 3 pagodas, 
and 19 rupees in money. These they brought to me 
at two o’clock in the night. At the same time 
Muttayyan sent me a message, to say that he had 
done foolishly, that if it were made known those 
who dealt with him would mistrust him, and that he 
would be ruined. I considered that he would be 
ruined if anything further appeared against him, for 
he was already a suspicious character; and not 
wishing to be the cause of that, I told the peons to 
release him and his friends, to take the 19 rupees to 
the church to be distributed among the Christian 
beggars, and to keep the rings for themselves. That 
was what then happened, 

Madame Dupleix learnt of this through VarMm 
and that rascal Muttu. She sent for the five men, 
and questioned them. They said it was aU true. 
Then she asked them what they had contributed to 


^ IStli Eftzttigai, Frabhava, I 
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the marriage in my house. They said they had 
given nothing. She said very angrily that I vras 
only of the shepherd caste, that I was such and such 
a sort of fellow, and that she would have me beaten or 
killed. * He plunders the whole town,’ she said, ‘ in 
order to get bribes for my husband, and enjoys 
almost the whole power of the G-overnor.’ She said 
Malayappan should be tied up, whipped, and driven 
out of the town. Telling them that they need fear 
nothing, and that she would protect them, she sent 
them away. She also said that the Second was a 
fool, if he could not see through what I said, but 
that perhaps he might listen to her since she was 
the Governor’s wife. 

So she sent for the Second and said to him, ‘ You 
are our father and our judge. Ananda Banga PiUai 
does evil but keeps my husband’s favour by giving 
him a share of his gains. In almost all things he 
is Governor. Should you not warn my husband ? 
Banga PiUai is now sending away his goods and 
watching for an opportunity of escape.’ She then 
related the business about Malayappan’s peons and 
the gamblers, and asked him to have Malayappan 
tied to the Court whipping-post, flogged, and driven 
out of town with his ears cropped. She begged him 
in the humblest way to grant her request, saying it 
was by me that her husband was earning an ill- 
name, and that something should be done. Her 
words were full of deceit. 



226 


THB DIARY OF 


CS’ot.25, 


The Second replied, ‘ Malayappan is in command 
of three hundred men. I cannot heat him, or impri- 
son him, or cut his ears off. I will however make 
inquiries and order that nothing of the sort be done 
again. Can you not tell your husband ? How can 
I approach him in such a matter ? ’ — ‘ I have often 
spoken to him,’ she said ; ‘ but he will not listen to 
me because of the bribes he receives. That is why 
I have come to you.’ — ‘ You are his wife,’ the Second 
answered ; ‘ if you cannot tell him, how should I ? ’ 

I do not know what else happened, and the above 
was told me by Murugayyan who heard it from M. 
Delarche, otherwise I should not have heard even 
so much. Madame also said that all the peons were 
guided only by my orders and that was how I 
managed. If I were to write all she said it would 
fill two hundred pages ; but that was how she tried 
to turn the Second against me. She then sent for 
Lakshmana HlyaEkan, and asked him if I had not 
acted unjustly and ordered him not to give 
Srinivasa Rto a share of the property that was in 
dispute. He answered vaguely. So she tries to 
ruin me. If I am unfaithful to my master, Hod 
will certainly punish me ; but if I am upright, he will 
punish those who accuse me falsely — with such 
thoughts as these I comfort myself, come what may. 

As I was coming back from the Hovernor’s this 
evening, I met M. Desfresnes\ who told me that 
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Madame had sent for the Second to M. d’Autenil’s 
house, in order to prejudice him against me ‘ You 
should be careful,’ he said, ‘ and report the matter 
to M. Dupleix ; I onlj say this because I am your 
friend.’ I will tell the Governor about it as soon as 
an opportunity arises. 

Sunday, November — This morning the Govern- 
or went to church and afterwards I went to his 
house. I had sent Muruga Pillai to ask M. Pelarche 
to speak to M. Legou. He did so yesterday morn- 
ing. M. Legou told M. Delarche that Madame had 
spoken to him and that he had refused to do what 
she asked. M. Delarche answered, ‘ When a woman 
is jealous and tells lies in order to get a man’s head 
cut off, do you treat her seriously ? It is unjust. 
You should tell her that you would have to mention 
her name to the Governor if he asked you where 
you got your information. That would stop her 
coming to you.’ — The Second said, * That is true. 
If I don’t do so, I shall have complaints against 
Eangappan all day long. Why should a woman 
interfere in these matters ? ’ M. Delarche advised 
Tiim to tell me that I had better not dispose of cases 
without his knowledge, and that I had better he 
careful as Madame had a grudge against me ; and the 
Second said he would do so. 

M. Delarche then sent Muruga Pillai to tell me 
that the next time I went to the Fort the Second 
wished to speak to me. Muruga Pillai said that 


1 K&rttigai, Brabhara. 




^28 


iES DUB.T OP 


[ITov. 36 


M. Delarohe added, * If Rangappan would come to me 
now and then, perhaps I could he of service to him. 
Tell him he need not be afraid, for the Council have 
just written to France, saying that he is the cleverest 
man in l^ondichery, that he is respected by the Mu- 
hammadans, by the people of the Carnatic, of Mysore, 
of Triohinopoly, and of Tan j ore, that he comes 
of a good family and is wise enough to go as am- 
bassador to princes ; that they have therefore chosen 
him as Chief Dub&sh, since Kanakartya Mudali’s 
younger brother is no better than a f ooP ; this has 
been signed by the Governor and Council, and wiU be 
carried to Mascareigne by the Princesse Marie to be 
sent on to France by some other ship. Besides this, 
Rangappan has the full favour of the Governor, so 
tell him to keep up a good heart.' I was filled with 
joy to hear this, and sent Muruga Pillai to tell M. 
Delarohe that I would come to him as desired. 

Monday, November 27 .^ — When I was at the 
Governor’s this morning [M. Barth^lemy]® who is 
going to Madras as Chief and M. Moreau^ who is 


^ What the Council aotuallj wrote was : — * Kous n*avons pas encore 
nomn 6 au poste de Courtier ; Eangapoule en fait les fouctions ; et suirant 
nous o’est le seul que nous oonnaisons dans cette colonie en 4tat de les 
remplir 5 Lazare, fr^e du deffunt Pedre Modeliar et son h^ritier, est un 
imh^oile, m^prisd des gens du pays et hors d’etat en v^ritd de poss^der un 
emploi aussi important.’ Cons. Sup. d la Com^agnie, November 80, 1747. 
(P.K. — ^No. 7.) The report in the text is less exaggerated than might have 
been supposed. 

* 15th Kdrttigai, Prabhava. ^ Blank in the original, 

^ Moreau had previously served at Mahd, and Surat. He arrived 
on the Coromandel Coast with Leyrit in the previous May. Dupleix 
oharaotezised him as * atrabiHaire et fripon’. Cnliruj p. 49. 
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going as Second, came to take leave. Malaikko- 
lundu Miidali the leper, who is Tambieh^ Mndali’s 
son-in-law and husband of KanakarS,ja Mudali’s 
wife’s sister, was introduced as the man who is to be 
chief dublish there. That vagabond Nallatambi, 
who used to live by picking up half-smoked cheroots, 
and who washed the dishes at the Second’s house, is 
to be Poligar’; and his fellow, Savari, who was once 
a dog-boy, is to be chief of the peons. Kulandai- 
yappan has been named interpreter at the Choultry.® 
The latter is VarMm’s elder brother and Malaik- 
kolundu Mudali’s son. All these have been order- 
ed to go with M. Barth^lemy. He and M. Moreau 
took leave and then set out with their dubishes and 
poHgars. 

These people have been appointed partly because 
Nallatambi gave Madame Dupleiz 1,600 rupees, and 
because she has ulterior motives. She believes the 
former poligars at Madras have grown rich by 
plunder and expects to grow rich herself by appoint- 
ing her own people. She thinks that she will be 
able to do whatever she pleases at Madras, as M. 
Barth^lemy is not so clever as M. Dulaurens, and that 
M. Dupleix, who got nothing when M. Dulaurens was 
there, will be able to make it up now that M. Barth^- 
lemy is chief and it will be easy to plunder the 
town. Thus hoping to get money out of it, she has 
persuaded her husband to make such appointments. 


1 Head of tlie Police# 


* See p, 37 su^a. 
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I have h.eard and I have read in books also, 
extraordinary accounts of the cunningness of women. 
But Madame Dupleix surpasses them all a thousand 
times. The Europeans, both men and women, and 
Hindus and Muhammadans alike, all curse her as a 
pupil of the Devil who vdll ruin the town. 
M. Dupleix sometimes remembers what she is, but 
often he forgets. So affairs are carried on at a 
venture, not according to wise management. 

At half -past ten the Second visited the G-overnor ; 
and when he had gone, the latter, calling me into 
the hall, said, ‘Have you heard about the accusa- 
tions against you ? Your enemies say you are 
moving your goods away to your uncle’s house and 
that you yourself are only awaiting an opportunity 
of deserting us. They say that you and Mutta- 
yappan are to share the money made by robbery, 
deceit and theft at Madras, and that is why you 
wish to leave.’ — I replied, ‘ Sir, consider this. They 
bring false charges against me in order to make you 
suspect my conduct and to drive me from your favour. 
They tried before, but failed. They have done this 
only to involve me in trouble. If only your honour 
will be pleased to hear me for a quarter of an hour, 
you will see who is guilty — I or my accusers — and 
whence these stories spring.’ — ‘ I know where 
they come from,’ he answered ; ‘ they are childish, 
and you need not worry over them. Ten thousand 
such charges cannot injure you, so long as you 
serve the Company diligently with all your heart.’ — 
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* But, sir,’ I exclaimed, ‘ let not the matter be 
so dismissed. If you -vnll be pleased to bear me, in 
two words — ’ But he cut me short. *It’s a childish 
matter,’ he said. ‘ I know all about it. You may 
go.’ And he went into his prirate room. I feared 
he would grow angry if I said more, and so I thought 
it best to wait till later. I had meant to tell him 
that his wife was the cause of all this ; that because 
he had treated me with great favour, my name was 
spread abroad to Mysore, Aurangabad, and even 
‘Delhi ; that even one like the Nawgrb of Arcot did 
not pronounce it lightly and that NizS.m-ul-muIk 
himself regarded me with respect ; that all this was 
because I was his slave ; and that if Madame 
Dupleix was angry and slighted me, it would reflect 
upon him and other people would cease to respect 
me or pay heed to my words. That was what I had 
meant to say, but as the very words were in my 
mouth, the Governor said, ‘ I know all about it. 
Am I Dumas ? ’ And so he left me. I must there- 
fore speak about this another time. 

But how malicious must she be to invent such 
lying stories ! She tells all she meets, Europeans, 
men and women, that I have bewitched her husband 
and closed his eyes, that I plunder the town and 
bribe him, that he no longer looks after business but 
leaves all to me, that I have become Governor 
instead of M. Dupleix, and that she has never seen 
a man so fond of any one not his wife. Such are 
her accusations. God alone must look to this; 
there is no other help. 
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Tuesday, 'Novemler S8} — "WTien I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, h.e asked what news tkere 
was. I told him that three or four hundred Tbullock- 
loads of paddy were coming in daily, and that the 
price was steadily falling ; that one could get five 
measures and a half more of Manakattai,^ five more of 
E^r,® and four and a half more of Samh^^ than 
before ; and that the prices ® would be lower still in 
ten days, for the K&r harvest had been good. He 
said that it was too early to fix the price. I agreed 
that if it was fixed, less might be brought in, and 
that it would fix itself. I then told him that the 
only news from Fort St. David was that Mr. Grif&n, 
the Commander, had been ashore for a day, and that 
his three ships were cruising off our roads ; also that 
they were finding work for the poor people in fixing 
and moving guns on the walls of the Fore and town. 

As it was then noon, I came home. At about 
six o’clock I went to M. Delarche. We spoke of 
Madame Dupleix’ false and unreasonable charges 
against me, and he said that he had heard from Euro- 
peans that whenever she meets any of them, she 
begins at once to tell them that I plunder the town 
and bribe her husband with my spoils, and that I 
have so blinded him that I am practically master of 

^ 16tli Kd,rttxgai, Prabhava. 

® A coarse variety of rice harvested in October. 

® A kind of rice harvested in October. 

^ Pine rice, harvested in Jannary and Febmary. 

^ Prices of food-grains are still quoted in so many measures for tbe 
rupee. As pri<5es fall, the number of measures increase. Banga Pillai 
pfobably refers to the number of measures sold per pagoda* 
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the place. I told him I thought it would be wrong 
to tell all the groundless charges she had made 
against me, and mentioned only two or three which 
were well-known. When I took leave, I asked him to 
tell M. Legou not to listen to Madame’s false reports. 
He gave me a two-edged dagger, with many com- 
pliments, and said, ‘ If you had seen the Council’s 
despatch to the Company about your appointment as 
Chief Du b§.sh, you would understand your position,’ 
and thereon he read a copy of it to me. I thanked 
him and came home at nine o’clock. 

Wednesday, November 29 ? — The Governor sent 
for me this morning and I went to him at half-past 
seven. He got up and took me into his room. He 
said to me, ‘ You know that from the time M. Dulau- 
rens went to Madras, he constantly disobeyed my 
orders, and that his fraud in the matter of the 
cotton sale was brought before OounciF. He has 


^ 17tli KdHtigai, Prabhava* 

^ By a resolution of the next day Dnlanrena and Gosse werf< excluded 
from the Oocnr^il and Fanon was suspended, for this cotton business. The 
charge was that, although 22 pa.'odas (at 84t5 rupees per hundred) was 
offered per bahar at the outcry, the oottou was sold privately to one 
B^lu Ohetti for 22 pagodas (at S20 rupees per hundred) per bahar. In 
other words they sold the cotton at 70 4 rupees the bahar instead of 76 9. 
Dulaurens, etc., declared absolutely that no more than 20 pagodas was 
offered at the outcry, but admitted that after the sale BS,lu Chetti had 
allowed them to take a share in the bargain. Cons 8ti^. t, la Compagnie, 
November 30 and December 24, 1747 ; also Dulaurens, etc. au Cons, 
Sup, November 26, 1747. (P.B.— Nos 7 and 16). If the accused were 
not gnilty, they were eztraoi dinarily imprudent ; but Pupleix* efforts tQ 
make matters appear worse are very oharaoteristio. Aocoiding to L% 
Bourdonuais, Dulaurens had had a dispute with Dupleix; oyer the charges 
the latter wished to bring against La Bourdqn^^a^s* Mip^ire pour Lt^ 
BmrdonnaiSi FUces JugUfioatives, No. ooxxx. 
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been recalled for it and M. Barthelemj sent instead. 
Now as be bas been dismissed for selling cotton at 
so low a rate as 22 pagodas, I must report to tbe 
Council that it bas been sold better. I want you to 
take tbe 700 bales— about 500 candies — and induce 
tbe Company’s merchants to buy them at 2(5 pagodas. 
I will be responsible for any loss that may result ; 
but if it were known that I was responsible, tbe 
Council might think that I, not minding a loss of a 
thousand or two, had done so out of enmity to M. 
Dulaurens, and it would seem likely ; so we must 
make it appear that tbe Company’s merchants have 
come and bought it of their own accord, and I shall 
write and tell the Council^ so. I will give the mer- 
chants all possible help, and iS. they need it I will 
even give them 9 per cent, commission afterwards. 
They won’t trust to my promise and sign the con- 
tract. If I wished to, I could put all sorts of 
pressure on them ; but I don’t like that. I do not 
want to see them put to any loss — on the contrary 
I will always relieve them. They bought some goods 
eight months ago, and must pay the whole price if 
they are asked to. But I wiU be lenient. They may 
pay five or six thousand pagodas a month, to cover 
the expenses at Madras, till the debt is cleared; that 
will take a long time and meanwhile they can be 
getting their money in and selling their goods, not 
only without loss, but with their proper interest and 


} Ke., ]ilad|ra8 0ou^oil? Off p 238 infr^/b. 
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profit. I do not think any one has ever treated them 
so favourably.’ 

I answered, ‘ Sir, it is all true. Their business 
prospers by your favour, and their interests are made 
the same as yours. Fo one has ever treated them so 
kindly. They had indeed sold ofE their goods resolv- 
ing to act together no more but now they have 
agreed to enter into a new contract as you desired. 
They deserve your favour and are grateful for it. 
They have spoken to me for close on an hour about 
your justice, your protection of the people and 
removal of the land tax.’^ 

He then told me to repeat to the merchants what 
he had said. I suggested that he might summon 
them before him, and when he had broken the matter 
to them, I might relate the rest. He agreed, so 
I sent peons to oaU them aU to the Governor’s. Before 
they had come, he called me and told me to get a 
bill for 10,000 rupees, saying the money should be 
paid at the Fort. I sent for Guntfir B&lu Chetti 
and got a bill onGundu R^m^ujalu Ohecti of Madras, 
in M. Barth41emy’s favour at eight day’s sight. I 
took it to the Governor, but he told me to keep it 
till the morning after Council, when a letter would 
be written to Madras. 

Meanwhile the merchants had come and I pre- 
sented them to the Governor. He told me to explain 
to them all about M. Dulaurens’ misconduct and 


^ I have found no reference to this ; but the Deliberations du Oonseil 
Snperieur are missing at Pondichery for this period. 
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dismissal. So I said, ‘ In spite of Ms want of respect 
foi the Governor, M. Dulaurens was named Governor 
of Madras, where he should at least have behaved 
honestly. But his wickedness increased ; he did as 
he pleased and even began to rob, as though he were 
the lord of the place. When he was ordered to sell 
cotton at public outcry, he reported that he had 
sold 700 bales, weighing about 500 candies to 
Guntdr BSlu Chetti at 22 pagodas, meaning to keep 
the cotton for himself. This was brought before 
the Council, who found Mm guilty.’ 

When I had thus explained the matter, the 
Governor said, ‘You may sell the cotton as if it 
were mine, keeping any profit there may be, and if 
there is a loss, I will bear it. In Council to-morrow 
we shall write that the cotton has been sold at 26 
pagodas. Besides this, you may pay for the goods 
you have bought in monthly sums of five or six 
thousand pagodas, to meet our expenses at Madras. 
That is giving you long credit and is a great conces- 
sion.’ 

The merchants answered, ‘ You always treat us 
with favour, and so we are not astonished at this.’ 

The Governor said, ‘ I am astonished, for, while 
I do you and every one else all the good I can, 
yet people call me unjust and pray God for my 
removal.’ 

The merchants answered: — ‘The rich English 
town of Madras was plundered in the war; the 
merchants of Madras, of Ouddalore, of Porto Novo, 
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and tliose who had taten refuge in the Moghul’s 
country lost all their goods and had to wander 
about homeless. But since you, like a father, have 
guarded the people of this town, what other proof is 
needed of your valour and great-heartedness? Before 
the war we were afraid ; but we have been preserved 
by you, while we have witnessed the sorrows of the 
people of Madras. Moreover to protect your people 
you were pleased to take off the grain-duties in the 
famine.^ In spite of all these things, some people 
have spoken evil against you. They should be dili- 
gently sought, and their instigators be hanged 
Your glory is greater than the Moghul’s and people 
pray that your life and glory may endure ; but 
your detractors should be discovered and hanged, 
else they wUl invent more lies.’ I interpreted 
all this to the Governor, and added, ‘ The day 
before yesterday I was accused falsely; if it were 
sought into, it would be seen whether I or my 
accuser were guilty ; whichever is proved guilty, let 
him be hanged without further words. If such 
accusations are ignored, there will be no end to them, 
and I shall be unable to perform my duties. They 
have been inventing lies against me from morning to 
night, and though you pass over many I fear at last 
you will become angry with me. New lies are still 
being coined, and my difficulties are unbearable.’ 
And I also added more words to the same effect. 


^ See p. 56 supra 
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The Governor answered, ‘ I know all that. 
People always speak ill of one in power. We have 
a saying, “ The onr’s barking shows the true man.” 
It’s no evil, but an honour, Eanga Pillai, for these 
low-caste dogs to snarl at you. Remember, it is a 
sign of growing fame. That is what 1 think in my 
own case.’ 

We thus discussed, matters in the presence of the 
Company’s merchants, and then the Governor dis- 
missed me, saying, ‘ God bless you ; you may go.’ 
As it was then moon, I and the merchants went to our 
homes. The Governor’s good humour was so extra- 
ordinary that, if the merchants had not been there, 
I would have told him plainly that Madame was the 
cause of aU these false charges. But I will do so 
another time. 

Thursday, November 30 } — This morning after the 
Council had met and separated, [the Governor told 
me ?] that a letter had been agreed on to the Madras 
, Council, and asked me to write to the gumastas 
there to weigh the cotton, saying that the Council’s 
letter would order the cotton to be delivered to the 
Company’s merchants. He then asked for the bill 
for 10,000 rupees, and when I gave it him, he gave 
it to M. Legou, ordering him to pay 10,075 rupees 
(including commission). M. Legou gave it back to 
me, and asked me to tell BSlu Ohetti to come to the 


^ iStli Prabhara The traneoript has ihe 17th 5 bat the 

IBth appears the correct date 
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Fort for his money to-morrow morning. ‘You 
come too/ he added, ‘ for I wish to speak with 
you.’ I said I would. 

The rest of my conversation with the Governor 
was on general subjects and not worth writing down. 
I then came home. This afternoon also there was 
nothing worthy of note. 
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DECEMBER 1747. 

Friday, Beeember 1} — Not being able to take my 
early rice this morning, as it was New Moon Day, I 
went out at half-past six to see the Second. He at 
once rose and came out to the verandah* and sat 
down. I went to him there. He himself drew up 
a chair for me, and told me to bo seated. ‘ Madame 
Dupleix is making a good many complaints against 
you,’ he said. — ‘ I can explain the real state of 
matters,’ I answered, ‘if you will be pleased to 
listen to me.’ — ‘All right,’ he said. — I then told 
him that Madame wanted aU the suits, all the mer- 
chants ’ affairs, all the correspondence with the 
NawSrb and other people, and even all military 
matters to pass through her hands ; that in fact she 
wanted no one but herself to have any authority in 
the town ; that she also wanted the Madras news, 
the merchants’ contracts there, the complaints about 
goods lost by theft, and in short all Madras affairs 
to be managed by herself alone j that in consequence 
the Madras merchants and other people were always 
coming and conferring with her, she got news for 
the G-overnor, she did everything and I had never 
interfered. 

The Second observed, * It is quite true that 
matters are carried on as you say.’ — ‘ Madame,’ 

^ 19th Klrttigai, Pirabham 

^ Banga Pillai says ‘ tbe outside godown» * j I suppose the veraudah is 
meaut. 


1747 .] 


Manda BAJiraA pillai. 


241 


I continued, ‘ even wrote to M. Friell at Madras 
about me, so that he abused my people and wrote to 
the Governor about them. I don’t tnow what 
Madame wrote, but the Governor sent for me and 
told me that she wished to manage the affair of the 
Madras merchants and to make arrangements for 
their settling here, and to have the management of 
Madras, that she was to do so and that I was 
not to interfere, and that I was to write to my 
people there and say so. I promised, and wrote 
to my people. I have had nothing more to do with 
it, and have procured no more news nor does he 
ask me for any. "When the Governor tells me such 
and such a thing has happened at Madras, I say, 
“ Indeed ” and give no other reply. In fact for the 
last six months she has had the sole management 
of these affairs ; and having such control over 
Madras, she now wants equal power over Pondi- 
chery. I would not mind her having it ; but 
M. Dupleix objects ; and so she nurses a grudge 
against me, invents lies about me and would like 
to ruin me. But I believe firmly that God rules 
the world and so she cannot succeed. Else I 
should not know what to expect.’ 

The Second answered, ‘Don’t lose faith in 
what you have just said. God will surely punish 
those who bear false witness. She told me that 
you had got back and taken into employment Vird 
NSyakkan — the man who ran away — so that you 
could employ him in stealing. But I told her that 
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you had had no hand in it ; that it was her own 
doing, since she had told the Goyernor that the 
Nayin^r was a useless fellow and that the Madras 
affairs were in great confusion ; and so there was no 
room to blame you. She could find no answer to 
that.’ 

I replied, ‘ Here is another proof of her ill-will. 
Five or six days ago a petition was presented, about 
Ananda Rflo, a Maratha Br&hman from Ouddapah, 
who in January 1744 was adopted by KrishnS^ji 
Pandit. The latter, it seems, had a son afterwards 
by his own wife ; Ananda R^o continued to live 
with the family till the father died, but then the 
widow turned him out, saying that her son was the 
sole heir, and came here with all her jewels, 
furniture and so forth. This matter had already 
been examined and settled, and out of this 
property Yindyaka Pandit was given a share in 
money, jewels and furniture amounting to 4,000 
pagodas. This was handed over to his wife, and 
the sentence is in the Tabellion’s ^ hand signed by 
M. Dupleix. A-copy was given to the suitors and 
the original was kept in the Choultry. About 
half this sum was removed, by two or three hun- 
dred rupees at a time ; ^ and when they came to 
remove the remainder, about 2,000 pagodas,’ Abd-ul- 
rahmSn, the captain of sepoys, declared that the 
property was really worth thirty or forty thousand 


^ f , tho of tlie Ohoultrjr Court. 
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pagodas, and that I was allowing it to be removed 
by reason of letters from SampSti Kao and Muham- 
mad Tavakkal and a bribe of 1,500 pagodas. 
Ananda E^o the adopted son, whose claim had 
been settled and who had received his share of the 
Ouddapah goods, also complained that there were 
twenty-five seers of gold, which I haa been bribed 
not to allow him to share. So a petition was pre- 
pared, accusing me, among other things, of acting 
as if I were the Governor. The next day M. Dupleix 
inquired into the matter. He found that it was all 
false, and so grew very angry and put them to 
shame. Keoently too Bangtru the dancing-girl 
came here from Madras.^ Her complaints were 
written out and Madame was going to support her 
case but asked for a present of three or four 
hundred pagodas. The dancing-girl however asked, 
“What have' you done for me, ?” and went pro- 
claiming the matter through the streets so that 


^ In the previous June she took the arraok-farm at Madras for 
six months for 200 pagodas Dulaurens etc. <m Cons, J one 3, 1747, 

(F.B — Fo IS). She is probably identical with the woman of the same 
name mentioned in the Country CorrespondencSj 17 49, pp. 49-60, as owning 
a honse in St, Thom4 and bonds foi 60,000 Eupees. Further light is thrown 
on this episode by the papers of a case {TrouihaeTc vs Perum&l Mudali) 
heard before the Mayor's Oonrt at Madras in 1756. Bang§/iu is there 
spoken of as * a famous Moor’s dancing woman.* She must have been 
about 28 in 1747 5 and her arrack-business would appear to have afforded 
her a means of employing the handsome competence which she had 
earned professionally. Ihe object of her visit to Pondiohery was the 
recovery of a (^[uantity of Bata'via anaok which the French had seized. 
This she failed to obtain, but she says that Dupleix promised to pay for 
it on the arrival of the French shipping. Neither she nor the other 
deponents allude to Madame Dupleix. 
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everybody knew all about it. Madame thought I 
had persuaded the dancing-girl not to give her any 
present, and tried to prevent my seeing her. Beside 
this, I issue permits for letters under the G-overnor’s 
orders, and once my clerk wrote on the permit 
“ Madame’s letter may go.” But she said, “ Don’t 
you put Mahdrdja Bdja Sri before the Governor’s 
name ? Why don’t you do the same for me ? ” 
So she had the clerk before her and given 
six or seven stripes, and she said she would do the 
same to Idayan^ and that he was to tell me 
so. But if she speaks thus before palankin-boys, 
peons, chobdars, and a crowd of others, how can 
the towns-people be expected to obey me and what 
business can I transact ? She spends all her time 
like that. Although I show her all due respect, 
since she is the Governor’s wife, that is how she 
treats me. I did not go at once and tell the 
Governor, thinking that he might get angry, that 
it was not worth while to carry the matter so far, 
and that she would understand why I was silent. 
But she fancies it is due, not to respect, but to 
fear, and so she continues inventing false stories 
about me. There is another recent matter. Two 
or three months ago some people who were found 
gambling at night were brought to me. One of 
them, a merchant who owes money and has 
considerable transactions, implored me not to make 


* Banga Hllaa belonged to the Idayan or Shepherd caste. 
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the matter public lest Ms honesty and credit should 
be called in question. I took pity on him and 
ordered the peons to let him go. Malayappan’s 
people brought me what they had seized from the 
gamblers — nineteen rupees, two gold rings worth 
about a pagoda and a ring set with rubies worth 
about four pagodas. I told them to keep the rings 
for themselves and to have the nineteen rupees 
given away to the Christian beggars That has 
been the custom for the last fifty years. Ordinary 
peons, when they catch gamblers, beat them, iF 
they are poor people, and keep what they can find 
for themselves. But Malayappan’s people never 
do anything without my knowledge. I had the 
rings given to them for they guard the town at 
night ; the nineteen rupees were given away to the 
beggars ; and I let the merchant go so as not to 
ruin him.’ 

The Second then remarked, ‘ If you had reported 
it to me or the Governor, there would have been no 
room for any one to talk.’ — ‘ It was no crime, and 
so I did not report it,’ I answered. — ‘As for 
Madame’s accusations,’ he continued, ‘I will stop 
her talking. There is no harm done yet. In spite 
of aU her ill-will, no one can touch you so long as 
you do your duty by the Company. I have already 
heard all the accusations she makes ; and you need 
fear nothing. You seem to be afraid that people 
will think the less of you because of what she says. 
That may be. But she publicly tells aU the 
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Europeans tliat your bribes make tbe Governor see 
just wbat you please, and so you need fear notMng.’ 

Saturday, December This morning I inter- 
preted to the Governor a letter received from Aroot. 
It says, ‘ The Maratha Chief SadS,siva E^o, Sima- 
nllji R&o’s son, is marching against NIsir Jang with 
60,000 horse ; when Nawlb Asaf Jth heard of it, he 
wrote to his son, “ The iS&hu Etj§, is sending 
Sadi.siva E4o against you. We have issued orders 
from the Kandantr plains to the Subahdars of 
these parts to assist Nizim-ud-daulah ^ with their 
forces. You must join your troops to theirs, and, 
remaining in the plains, keep the Marathas from 
advancing further.” When this news reached Mslr 
Jang’s camp, runners were despatched to Arcot with 
Niz&m-ul-mulk’s and FSsir Jang’s sanads. Samp§,ti 
R^o at once forwarded them to HawSpb Anwar-ud- 
din at Trichinopoly, with a letter of his own, 
requesting the Kaw^b to return at once to Aroot as 
the Marathas were causing great troubles NT^slr 
Jang’s hundred horse, who were sent to demand the 
arrears, are (all but one) to be sent' back ; they 
have received their batta and are on the march. 
Hir&sat Khl-n’s son is about to start for Pondichery 
for the marriage. The wheat that has been 
purchased wiU be sent shortly.’ 

The Governor said, * The Marathas are moving 
rapidly, it seems. The price of paddy must be put 


^ 20th Eftrttigai, Fifahhaya. * A title bestowed on Nistr Jan^. 
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up — Manakattai to six measures^ ; K&r to five, and 
Samb& to fonr and a half ’ I said that the price 
■would rise in ten days without our doing anything, 
but he would not listen to me, and so I told M-uruga 
Pillai to carry out the order. I told him we would 
raise the matter again later. Afterwards the 
Governor ordered me to buy 400 garse of paddy 
at whatever rates I could ; he told me to buy it, 
without waiting for further orders, at the lowest 
market price. I said I would do so. He then sent 
for Bllpu R^o of the Mint, and gave him the 
chain which was given at the feast and demanded a 
thousand rupees for it. As the money had been 
already paid to me, I said I would pay it, and sent 
B4pu away. That is all the news. 

Smiday, Decemher 3.® — This morning, as it was 
the feast of St. Francis Xavier, ® the Governor went 
to church, and when afterwards I went to his house, 
T found them making merry with music and dancing. 
Muruga Pillai came to report the choultry news.'* 
The Governor called me by name and, in the presence 
of VSsud^va Pandit and Appu Mudali, said, ‘As 
you are the Company’s DubS,sh, I advise you to 
give up dealing in paddy, so that you may keep the 


^ per fanam ? 

^ 21st Kdrttigai, Prabhava. 

® Ranga Pillai says * Ohinnappaiishenshdmpandigai.’ December 8 is 
the feast of St. Francis Xavier, who is called in Tamil * Savariyappar/ 
Either Banga Pillai or the transcriber has made a mistake over the name. 
^ an acoonnt of the grain, etc., passed throngh the Choultry as 
Custom House. 
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people quiet and escape opposition.^ Then yon need 
fear nothing and nohody — ^remember this.’ I assured 
him I would not purchase more than the 10 garse I 
needed for household use. The Q-overnor said if I 
did so, God would bless me. I answered that I 
never had dealt in grain and that I would not be- 
gin now. So the conversation ended. Later on, 
Muruga Pillai, Vd,suddva Pandit and Appu Mudali 
all agreed that the Governor’s speaking so to me 
was a sign of his great favour. There is nothing 
else worth writing. 

Monday, December 4 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he was writing letters with 
M. Paradis. I reported what news there was and 
then went to my nut-godown, whence I came home 
at noon. 

Taqi Sdhib’s wife, and ’Ali Naqi Sd.hib, his son, 
arrived with ten horsemen, seventy or eighty 
peons, three camels, an elephant, and twenty cows 
and bullocks, to attend the marriage of OhandS, 
S§.hib’s daughter. The Governor told me to write 
to Taqi SShib and Muhammad ’All KhS.n to send 
tbdr paddy here to be stored during the threatened 
Maratha invasion, and to say that we would buy it 

^ When the Chief Buh&sh dealt in grainy there was mnoh room for 
the abuse of his power and influence ; it may also be observed that the 
employes of the I’rench Company, like their English fellows, dealt largely 
in food-grams* For example, Paradis imported paddy fi’om Kdrikdl on 
which he made 2,000 pagodas in 1746-47. ie Etcfte to Paradis^ IJ^ovember 
23, 1747. (P.E. — ISfo* 83). This may have furnished an additional 
reason for the Chief DnbisVs being desired not to enter the trade, 

^ ^2nd Klrttigai^ Prabhava^ 
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at the present market price if they chose. I vv^rote 
accordingly that their paddy would be safe here, and 
that I was writing out of friendship, without in any 
way showing that we needed paddy. 

Tuesday^ December 5 } — This morning 1 went 
to the Governor’s. The only news is that VSsnd^va 
Pandit reported that tobacco was being sold at 
Ammpitai Pillai’s Choultry and was smuggled in 
in great quantities by the soldiers and officers.* 
The Governor said that that had been complained 
of for the last six months ; he ordered ParasurS.ma 
Pillai to be sent for and told not to sell tobacco 
there. 

Wednesday, December 6 .^ — This morning I went 
to the Port and saw M. Cornet. He gave me 2,020 
rupees, for what has been advanced to M. Lucas * 
at Lffi&p^ttai under the Governor’s orders, 960 
rupees having been already paid [in return for 
300 pagodas. I then went and reported to the 
Governor that bullock-loads of paddy were arriving 
at the Choultry, and that the three English ships, 
which were sighted yesterday off Achikk&du beyond 
Kllnimddu, were sailing this way. Jemadar Shaikh 
Hasan asked for leave of absence for his marriage 
with Muhammad Kamil’s daughter, but as the 
Governor refused, T told him we would ask again 

^ 23rd K^rttigai, Prabhava 

2 Tobacco formed with betel a profitable monopoly which was fanned 
out, both in the English and French Settlements It was sold, in Madras 
at all events, about twice as dear as outside. 

® 24)th Kdrttigai, Prabhava. 
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another time ; and after sending him away I came 
home at noon. 

At six o’clock the Governor sent for me, and 
told me to get four BrShmans to take a letter to 
Mah4 and to send ten musketeers with them as far 
as IJlund0.r, returning when the letter-carriers had 
passed that place. I said I would, and got the 
people ready. I think Europe letters must be going 
by them — no doubt it is so. 

Thursday, December 7 } — When I was at the 
Governor’s this morning, the people returned who 
\vere sent six or seven days ago to escort the 
Brlhmans with the Mah4 letters. They had been 
ordered to seize the persons who intercepted our last 
letters, if they could meet with them. They had 
escorted the pattamars to the Attdr bounds, and on 
their return near Avali Salem they had met a 
Br§,hman with an English letter which they had 
seized and brought to the 'Governor. He took it 
and asked why they had not brought the man in 
as well ; but nevertheless told me to give them 
twenty rupees. I got the sum from Parasuri,ma 
Filial and gave it them. It was then noon and I 
came home. 

At four o’clock the Governor gave me the 
letters for Mah4, and he said they were to go by 
two Brlihmans with twenty peons. Accordingly 
these people were sent off with their batta. 

^ 26fc]i K^rttigai, Prabhaya In the transoripfc the date is givep a$ 
tb« 27th, eyidently by 
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KIsir Jang’s troops are encamped at CHttirakandi 
BS,man near Basav^andana.^ Two runners kave 
come thence with letters — one for the Goyernor and 
one for me — ^from N&slr Quli Khin.- He says, ‘ I 
have already written how the Fort St. David Yakils 
have hitherto failed, in spite of all their efforts. 
But they have made new proposals which have been 
agreed on ; and they are to have 1,500 horse under 
two Jemadars, Hafiz B% Khin and Zafar Y’aqhb B% 
Kh&n.® I shall endeavour to break off the agree- 
ment, by means of the brotherly affection which 
exists between the Governor and Mahfuz Kh^, but 
nevertheless you should be on your guard. If you 
wiU place three or four sets of runners along the road, 
I shall be able to send news from time to time.’ 

When I had interpreted this to the Governor, 
he told me to write a reply to NS,sir Quli Kh^n 
desiring him to tell Mahfuz KhSn that so long as 
he guarded the French like an elder brother they 
were sure no enemies would advance against them, 
but that if by chance any enemies did come, they 
would, learn what sort of men the French were. 
* Moreover,’ the letter was to continue, ‘ since you 
are interested in our good and ill fortune, it is my 
duty to tell you that in the storm of last month five 
or six English ships were lost and the rest were 
shattered by the fierce winds ; our people in Europe 


^ Possibly this is Basayapatna, about 40 miles west of Ohitaldr^g* 
2 Already mentioned as Diw4n to Mahfuz Kh4n. 

* 0/, Cimntry Corresfondsnc^, 1^48, pp# 2, etc. 
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have won many victories, and tte English sufPeredas 
many defeats ; and I have news from France that 
twenty ships are on their way here. I eagerly ex- 
pect your return to Arcot in all prosperity.’ The 
letter was written with further compliments, and 
sent off along with one from myself. The Governor 
directed that the messengers should be given pre- 
sents ; these were obtained from Parasur&ma Pillai. 

This afternoon ’Abd-ul-rahmSn and Shaikh Hasan 
both came to me and asked me to get leave of absence 
for them from the Governor on account of Shaikh 
Hasan’s marriage. I got the permission on con- 
dition that he would go to Mylapore for his marriage 
and return within twenty days. Shaikh Hasan is to 
marry the daughter of Muhammad Kamtl, Nawlb 
Anwar-ud-din Eh^n’s son by a concubine. 

Wandiwash Tiruvingada Pillai came to-night 
and told me what he had heard from VarMm 
According to him, a letter ^ from Mutta Pillai at 
Madras was opened by Madame to-day. It said, 

‘ M. Barthdlemy and M. Moreau have arrived. M. 
Dulaurens has given over charge to M. Barthdlemy 
and gone to St. Thomas’ Mount to take the air. 
Malaikkolundu Mudali has become dubS,sh and 
that rascal Nallatambi poligar. Malaikkolundu 
Mudali and the others will also go there.’ Madame 
has destroyed this, but she has preserved two other 
letters,® one to Gdpllakrishna Ayyan and the other 


^ Fresumably to Banga Pillai, 

■ PreBumably from Banga Pillai, but the passage seems obscure. 
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to Guruvappa OHetti. The first said, ‘ G-et the letter 
to M. Dumas from M. de La Touche and send it 
soon. If the letters from M. Dulaurens for the 
Company axe ready, don’t send them hy the runners 
but hy a special messenger.’ It was thought why 
should M. Dulaurens write to M. Dumas unless he 
had a favour to ask So this letter has been trans- 
lated into French by M. Friell and he is to show it 
to the Governor and try to get me into trouble. 
The second letter, to Guruvappa Ohetti, said, 
‘ Madame is displeased with you. Every one who 
comes here complains of you. Why don’t you come 
here as you were told ? It will not affect me at all, 
but you had best look to the result.’ 

Now a summons was issued in the name of 
M. Dumas, and besides he has stood suret}' for 
the money owed by M Arnault.^ So I wanted to 
have a letter written to him about it, and wrote to 
Gdptlakrishna Ayyan to send it. I have kept a copy 
which any one may see who pleases. A beggar does 
not fear thieves, and I told him [Tiruv^ngada Pillai] 
that they may inquire into the matter as much as 
they like. So Madame is trying to find more false 
charges. But as I am innocent I am sure God will 
not suffer her to prevail. 

Friday, December 8 .^ — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning he related to me the con- 
tents of the letter that our peons seized on its way 


^ See 256 n, 6 infra. 


® 26tli Ktotigai, Prabliava, 
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from Cuddalore to Telliclierry. It was written by 
Mr. GriflSn to the captain at Tellicberry ^ and, after 
mentioning the possible coming of ships from 
Europe, said that three ships had escaped last 
month’s storm and that they did not know what 
had become of the rest; that these three Were 
unsea worthy, and needed to be refitted, but that he 
was doing what he could with them and had not 
decided where to send them. 

1 observed that this was a time of bad fortune 
for the English and good for the French, and that 
matters would by Providence continue so. ‘ Were it 
not for their faint-heartedness,’ I said, ‘ why should 
they live in continual alarms about their town ? 
They fear because they know how weak they are.’ 

The Governor agreed. While we were speaking 
of other matters, I mentioned Nish* Quli Khdn’s 
letter about 2,000 horse being ordered to go with 
Mutyalu N^yakkan but being stopped by Mahfuz 
Kh^n. I said, ‘ This can only mean that the English 
efforts have failed. NIsir J ang has got about a lakh 
of rupees from the English and may have told Mahfuz 
Kh§,n to send people to Fort St. David lest the 
French should take it. But Mahfuz Kh^n, under a 
cloak of obedience, has contrived to stop them; and 
the letter was written to lay claim to your gratitude.’ 


1 ProbaWy Captain Henry Panlet of H.M.S. Uxeter, whiob with the 
WvncMster (Lord Thomas Bertie) had been sent to the Malabar Coast to 
winter, 

2 1,500 is the number given on p. 263 sv^a. The real number was 

1 , 000 , 
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The G-ovemor said, ‘ That may well be’ ; and I 
continued, ‘ But it would make no difference to the 
French, who are such great soldiers, whether the 
horse do come or whether Mahfuz Kh^n stops them. 
His defeat is a great proof of French valour. This 
letter was only written to lay you under an obliga- 
tion.’ The Governor said this was true. 

While we were talking, M. Cornet came. The 
Governor asked whether the wheat had arrived. I 
said that some had been bought and was being sent 
by bullocks ; it would soon arrive. He then said, 
‘ You told me you could supply a hundred and fifty 
corge of blue cloth this January.’ I said I would 
supply all that was ready in a fortnight. Cornet 
then asked whether the paintings were ready. I 
told him they were being done. 

I then considered how I could best mention to 
the Governor the matter of ray correspondence with 
M. Dumas, about which Madame must have told 
him yesterday. His character is well known. If a 
man were to go and tell him his bull had calved, he 
would merely say, ‘ All right ; take it and tie it up in 
the shed.’ I had to write to M. Dumas about 
my own affairs and meant ill to none, but I don’t 
know what she will have said to poison his mind. 
He believes whatever he is told. So I considered 
that I ought to tell him the facts, so that if she 
has accused me I shall not suffer. I will write 
tomorrow what I tell the Governor and what 
he says. 
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This evening at six M. Dulaurens, formerly 
G-overnor of Madras, arrived with M. Gosse, his 
second, and with his wife and family, and his writer 
Kommana Mudali. M. Dnlaurens and M. Gosse went 
straight to their homes, without going to the Gov- 
ernor’s, but M. Dnlaurens’ son ^ went to report his 
father’s arrival; and he obtained permission to bring 
in their baggage which had been stopped at the gates. 

Saturday, Decemler 9 .^ — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning I paid him the thousand 
rupees on account of the mint- merchants’ Christ- 
mas presents. I then said, ‘ When M. Dumas went 
to Europe in my father’s time,® my father gave him a 
power of attorney to receive the money that was 
owing from M. Kermain,* M. Arnault® and M. 
de Fyon,® and also entrusted to him a diamond ring 
and some strings of pearls, and these matters were 
never settled with my father. When M. Dumas came 
out as Governor in my time/ he told me that some 
money had been paid on account of M. Arnault and 


^ In a letter dated Jannarj 81, 1747, the Council had warmly re- 
commended Dulaurens’ sons for appointment to the Company’s service 
JWo. 7). 

2 27th K3,rttigai, Prabhava. 

® Dumas went home early in 1723« Begistte du Gons, Souv» i. 333. 

This name is conjectural. Banga Pillai has ‘ K6v6n * in one place 
and ‘ Keravfin ’ in another. 

^ An employe of the Company who seems to have returned to France 
in 1720* Begistre du Cons. 8ouv. i. 239. 

I® An engineer, who became commandant of the troops at Pondichery 
and subsequently Covemor of Mauritius. He is credited with having 
built Fort Louis, the citadel at Pondichery, Begistre du Cons Souv i, 16V 
Mimoires et Correspondanee du Chevalier et du Q4niral De La Barelle^ 78 

7 pumas succeeded Lenoir in 1785. 
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M. Kermain and that I had better produce the papers 
about the matter. I said I would, and he asked me 
for the papers five or six times ; but as he did nothing, 
I did not like to press him as he was the Governor. 
About three years ago, after he had left India, I 
wrote to him about it but got no reply, and I wrote 
again last year. As M. de La Touche was at 
Madras, I wrote two or three times to my man there 
to get a letter from him about it, and the letter went 
with other Europe letters from Tranquebar. But 
as M. Dumas is now dead, if anything can be done, 
will you be pleased to help me ? I have not mentioned 
it before because M. Dumas’ attorney, M. Dulaurens,^ 
has been absent, and only came back yesterday. 
But now is an opportunity.’ — ‘ Have you not receiv- 
ed anything on that account ? ’ the Governor asked. 
I told him that the accounts showed nothing and 
that I would bring all the letters for him to see. 
He said he would look at them. So I went and sat 
in the verandah, wondering whether anybody could 
do any good now. 

In a quarter of an hour he came out of Madame’s 
room and asked me where M. Dumas’ letters were. 
I told him they were at home and I would bring 
them to-morrow. ‘ No,’ he said, ‘ go and fetch them 
now; I should like to see them.’ 

1 think that either Madame told him about my 
letter to M. Dumas when he told her gleefully that 


^ The text has ‘ ThSrd’, but BalatirenB is certainly the person indicated, 

33 
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M. Dumas owed me money, or else that he dislikes 
M. Dumas and M. Dulaurens so much that he will 
he delighted to extract money from them — which is 
the real reason I don’t know. 

I went to my godown and told Virai^gu to fetch 
the bundle containicg M. Dumas’ papers. I took the 
nine papers and showed them to the Goyernor. He 
took them and reckoned the debt up to a httle over 
1,300 pagodas ; but no price was set on the diamond 
ring and the strings of pearls. He asked whether 
my accounts showed their value. I said no, that 
they were merely mentioned, without any price 
being shown against them. He then told me to draw 
up a petition stating the facts, and asking that the 
debt might be made good from M. Dumas’ property 
wherever it might be found. I said I would do so 
and departed, thinking that, although Madame has 
made lying reports against me, still God has given 
me courage to stand and speak before the Governor j 
and I think this promises my future prosperity. 
Even though Madame should have spoken about the 
matter before, I don’t think the Governor can 
suspect me now. 

Half an hour afterwards M. Dulaurens and 
M. Gosse came to see the Governor. After they had 
gone he called me, and said, ‘M. Dulaurens and 
M. Gosse tell me there was no ofPer for the cotton at 
public outcry above 20, so they wrote to me that 
they had an offer at 22 ; that I sanctioned it and the 
cotton was accordingly soldi that then I wrote 
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that the sale was annulled, and the cotton was 
to be restored to the Company and they say they 
acquiesced thinking they would be able to represent 
the matter later on. Now you must get me a letter 
saying that these men did not hold the sale properly 
and pretended there was no bid, so as to be able to 
buy the cotton for themselves. I suppose you know 
all about M. Dulaurens’ conduct ? ’ — ‘ Ever since you 
ordered me not to interfere with Madras affairs,’ 
I answered, ‘ I have had nothing to do with 
matters there and know nothing about it,’ — ‘ Well,’ 
he said, ‘ get a letter such as I have described, 
signed by a merchant, and written as though he 
knew all about the matter.’ I said I would write 
and see what could be done. ‘ No, no,’ he said ; 
‘ you must make sure of getting it ; you must get it 
somehow.’ As a refusal would have angered him 
I promised and went out. 

He called me in again, however, and said, ‘ Eanga 
Pillai, there is something else you must do for me. 
The Company’s merchants have been allowed to pay 
five or six thousand pagodas a month just to meet the 
Madras expenses. You must see that the receipts 
given them for last month and this show that the 
money has been paid on account of the cotton, and 
the same must be done until it is quite paid for and 
then payments may be credited once more to the 
goods account.’ I said I would see that it was done. 

We then spoke of general matters not worth 
writing down, and when it was noon I came home. 
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At half-past five this evening Kandappan, the 
lad who writes the peons’ accounts, came and told 
me tha*-. Madame had given Arumuga Pandtram 
twenty-five stripes and severely scolded him for 
tale-hearing, telling him not to come near the Giov- 
ernor’s house again and warning him that if he 
repeated what he had told her, he should get fifty 
stripes, have his ears cut off and be driven out of 
the town. As he was leaving the house the topass, 
Ignaoe, kicked l>im twice. The Panddram did not 
go straight to his house, but visited first Ohinnappa- 
rdya Pillai and then the Pillai at App&vu’s Choultry, 
both of whom were ill. He felt their pulses, pre- 
scribed medicines for them, and finally after taking 
betel went home. 

This man was a beggar when he first came here, 
and, having been helped by my house-people, got a 
little money together. He was employed under 
Parasurtma Pihai. On the latter’s behalf he bought 
about a thousand bullocks for the Company, and, as 
Parasurlma Pillai made a profit on them of four or 
five thousand rupees, he felt envious. He knew all 
that went on in Parasurima Pillai’s house, and that 
Madame hated me. I don’t know what he may have 
told her about us without troubling whether it could 
be proved, but he thought the mistress would be 
glad to hear tales against me and that is why he 
carried them to her ; perhaps it was on some of 
these that she acted. But since ParasurSma Pillai 
gave promises and sweet words to VaxlSm and 
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Igaaoe, and since I promised Yarllm a present if 
lie ’would get a beating for Arumuga Pandlram, 
only a word or two was necessary. 

I think the ruin of the town has been threatening 
ever since Madame dared to do injustice for the sake 
of money without her husband’s knowledge. May 
God guard us from the storm, else we shall all be 
caught in this woman’s cruel hands and perish 
untimely. 

Sunday, December 10 } — This morning after the 
Governor had returned from mass, I went to his 
house. Many Europeans were there, but they went 
away after taking coffee. When he was walking up 
and down the verandah, I reported to him the 
choultry news. I then interpreted Naw^b Anwar- 
ud-din KhSn’s letter. It said, ‘ Be pleased to pay 
the rent due for Madras for the last two years, 
together with the charges of my ■writers there.® 
Also send some spectacles, for seeing things both 
at a distance and near at hand, and I will send them 
in your name to NMm-ul-mulk.’ 

The Governor gave me some spectacles, telling 
me to get some like them from M. Cornet. He told 
me to reply as follows : — ‘ Although you demand 
two yeaxs’ rent, it is not right, for only one year’s 
is due. It is only a year and three months from 


^ 28tli K&rttigai, Prabhava. 

is called m tbe Madras records ‘The Oawn Goyse annual 
duty ’—the fees payable to the Nawib's Kandngo or accountant, amount- 
ing to 35 pagodas a year. Love’s YeBtigeSi ii, 20. 



262 


THE DTART OF 


[Tec. 10, 


September 21, 1748.^ I will only pay the second 
year’s rent in nine months’ time. I will send you one 
year’s rent now. Why should I pay more ? ’ 

So I wrote letters, one to the NawSb in the 
Governor’s name and one to GulS.b Singh in mine ; 
and these were sent to Subbayyan with a promise 
that the spectacles should be sent soon. There is 
no other news worth writing. 

Monday^ December 11 ? — When I was at the 
Governor’s this morning, M. Dulaurens presented 
his Madras accounts. M. Lemaire was sent for and 
the accounts were given him to be examined. There 
was much loud talking. That is all there is to 
write. 

Tuesday i December IS ? — This morning there was 
a meeting of Council; and when it was over, I 
reported the choultry news. The Governor then 
spoke of OhandS Sthib’s wife, the marriage at her 
house, and other general matters. 

The news from Madras is that MadurainS,yakam, 
son of the Covelong catechist and a man who used 
to send us intelligence, wrote to Madame as fol- 
lows : — ‘ Kommana Mudali has carried off much 
plunder in a teakwood chest, five feet long and 
three wide. It has to be borne on two long bam- 
boos, one fastened on each side, by twenty-two 
coolies, It contains many valuables. It can only 


^ The date ot the surrender of Madras to La Bourdonnais. 
^ 29th K&i ttigai, PrahhaTa. 

^Ist Ml>rga}i) Prahhava, 
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be moved witb difficulty and it is to be hidden in 
RS,jappa Mudali’s bouse at Sadras. ’ 

Sbe at once reported this to the Governor, pro- 
bably with some exaggeration ; and secretly sent 
ten coolies under the bead-peon Muttannan to fetch 
the chest carefully. She gave that rascal Muttannan 
three rupees, and the coolies a rupee each, out 
of her own pocket, and persuaded M. Dupleix to 
send for M. Desfresnes and direct him to have the 
chest brought at once into the custom-house, to 
open it and take a list of its contents. For fear 
the Second should give any orders about it, 
M. Legou was told not to allow the chest to be 
removed without the Governor’s orders. 

Muttannan went and met the chest on the farther 
side of Sadras, and brought it straight here. As 
soon as it arrived it was carried to the custom- 
house. M. Desfresnes went and had it opened, and 
was about to make a list, but discovered it was full 
of dishes, chaff and rubbish. He felt ashamed of 
his duty, and reported the facts to the Governor. He 
felt ashamed also, and at once went into Madame’s 
room, and when he came out, he looked as if 
he had been scolding her for her false news. But 
he should have known before hand that a matter 
managed by a woman was likely to end thus. I do 
not think this state of things can continue ; God 
must have devised a way of delivering us from 
this evil, as we shall understand in the fulness of 
time. 
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To-day nearly tliree hundred houses, occupied 
by dub^shes, near the -walls were pulled down and 
the ground was le-velled^. Kumara Pillai, VirS, 
NIyakkan and others, renters of the out-villages, 
came and asked for a lease of the land. I arranged 
for a present to the Governor of 500 rupees, and 
then took them to him. He saw them and granted 
the lease. They promised to do something for me 
also ; we shall see what they say. 

Wednesday, December 13 ? — The Council was sit- 
ting when I went to the Governor’s this morning. 
I could not learn exactly why they met ; but as 
M. Cornet was called in and carried away an order, 
I think he must have been told to despatch the 
1,009 bales which were first ordered to go to Mas- 
careigne on the Princesse Marie and then were kept 
back. 

The Governor received a letter from Muhammad 
’Alt Khfln, from his camp near TJdaiy^rpSIaiyam. 
He said he wished to go fishing and therefore asked 
for some tangds? As I did not know the meaning 
of this word, Madaninda Pandit was told to inquire 
of Kh§,n Bahtdfir and other learned people. They 
could not find it in their dictionaries and said it 
was not a Persian word. When I told this to the 


On est aotuellement occupy It abattie et raser, jjnsqn’ a la distance 
de 300 toises des mu is de la ville, tons les ar fares, fauissons, maisons et 
cliauderies qui pourraient faciliter les approches de I’ennemi.* Cond Sup, 
h la Gompagme, Koverafaei 30, 1747« {P B — No. 7). 

>2nd Mdrgali, Prabfaatra. 

^ Seaweed still xtsed fisfaepmen to make a gut-like line, 
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Governor, te said, ‘ If yon cannot find out, write 
and ask Muliammad ’Ali KMn what it means.’ I 
told him it would be better to find out its meaning 
h-re than to write and inquire. ‘All right,’ he 
said ; ‘do as you please.’ 

I then told the Governor that MurtazS, ’Ali Kh§n 
had sent him a dress of honour and a horse. He 
replied, ‘ To-morrow we are going to Olukarai, and 
the presents may be received the day after.’ I said 
it should be so arranged. I also I’eceived a dress 
along with those for the Governor and Madame. I 
had to explain to ’Ali Slihib, Av4y S&,hib’s son-in- 
law, that the dress alone was not enough for the 
Governor, and that he must have a horse with 600 
rupees as well. He agreed and said he would write 
to Yellore. I told him that I had already arranged 
with the Governor that the horse was to be pre- 
sented for form’s sake only, and that it would be 
exchanged for the money-value afterw'ards. 

This evening as it was Bakr-id, I went and 
presented nazars of five rupees each to Khi.n Bah^ 
dfir, ’Ali Haqi S&hib, Chandt S&hib’s son, and J’afar 
SShib (Mir Ghuldm Husain’s father). ’Ali Naqi 
SIhib and OhandS Sahib’s son took only one rupee 
and returned the rest; KhSn BahSdfir took the 
whole, but with great reluctance ; and Mir 
Qhul&m Husain’s father fumbled at the coins and 
eagerly gathered them all up* Mir A’azam, who was 
with J’afar SS,hib, complained of not having been 
told that the trees in his garden outside the walls 
34 
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were to be cut down ; but I pacified Mm -with, com- 
pliments. ’Ali Naqi St.Mb told me angrily that the 
Company’s merchants were demanding ready money 
for their broad-cloth, and that Malayappan’s peons 
had beaten Ms elephant-keeper one night four 
months ago. To him also I gave a soothing answer, 
and so came home. 

Thursday, December 14 }— The Governor drove 
out to Olukarai at eight o’clock this morning and 
returned at six. I went out to my agrah^ram at nine 
and came back at six. After seven o’clock a sloop 
sailed in near the ship that is lying in the roads. 
No one knew to whom she belonged, so the French 
Captain fired at her ; on wMch she put out to sea 
again. A few shots were fired from the ship and 
twenty from the sea-wall of the Fort. This set the 
whole town in an uproar, but, when they heard that 
the sloop had sailed off, people soon grew quiet again. 

As Madame was returning from Olukarai this 
evening, she called up Shaikh Ibrihim, who was 
near the Bound-hedge, and asked Mm if what she 
heard was true — that ’Abd-ul-rahmfiin and Shaikh 
Hasan (who serve under Mm and whom, she sai^, 
she treats as though they were her sons) were going 
to qttit the French service. He said, ‘ They have 
complained that they are poorly paid, and have asked 
for rice money* ; and they say they will go because 


8rd Mdrgali, Prabhava. 

* THe Dnglisb were p«ying tbeir Halabar sepoyi? ^diet 

btffdQlt ordinary pay. 
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it lias been refused.’ She. then proceeded on her 
way, saying she would speak to the Governor about 
them. Elaichiyappan who was there told me this. 
Who can see through her devices ? She may coax 
him^ into making complaints against me when she 
sends for him, and she probably means to do that 
to-morrow. Then we shall see what she does. A 
hundred times has she brought false charges against 
me ; but each time she has been put to shame ; and 
now also, I trust, God will do the like. 

Friday, December 16 .^ — At six o’clock this 
morning news arrived that the village of Alisa- 
p§,kkam had been plundered by a party of English 
from Fort St. David along with thirty horse, and 
the peons belonging to Kadayam VenkatSchala 
Ndyakkan and Malrdid. Moreover when the 
plunderers heard that some people had taken refuge 
at Siugarikdyil, they pursued them and plundered 
that place also. They cut one man’s nose off, and 
stabbed a Muhammadan in the shoulder for com- 
plaining of their ill deeds. They carried off Siiriya 
Fillai’s Achin horse, killed and carried off some 
sheep, and set fire to some houses. Thus in all ways 
they caused disturbance. Four of the Company’s 
peons there had come into Pondichery to ask M. 
Dulaurens for their pay.® The English seized the 
peon who had remained behind and four muskets. 

^ i.e., Shaikh Ibrdhim. ^ 4th Mdrgali, Prabhava. 

^ Because the villa|ire of Alisapllkkam belonged to H. Dumas, for 
whom M« Bolaureus acted as attorney. 
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The peoa was takeu as far as Kilalinjipatta and 
there released. 

I had to wait a long time at the Governor’s 
before he got up and I could report this news. He 
said it could not have been done by the English but 
must have been the work of thieves. I answered, 
‘Thieves do not go out in bands of three or four 
hundred. I think the English heard you were going 
to Olukarai, and, fearing lest you meant to attack 
Fort St. David, set peons to watch. The news 
of your return to Pondichery at six o’clock could 
not have reached the enemy’s party till midnight ; 
and on their way back they plundered Alisa- 
pSkkam and Singarikdyil. But they would never 
have done so without their masters’ orders.’ But 
he would not hear of it. 

M. Auger came to see the Governor, He was 
asked why he had not sent a catamaran to find out 
what the sloop was that came into the roads last 
night. He answered that the sea was too rough and 
a catamaran could not have been steered. The 
Governor said, ‘ I think a catamaran had better go 
now, at all events, and find out what the people on 
board took her to be and why they fired at her.’ 
M. Auger said it should be done. I suggested 
that if the sloop had been English, she would not 
have put into the roads at all as there was a much 
larger French ship lying here ; that she might be a 
Balasore boat meaning to call here, but that on 
being fired at both from the Fort and from the ship, 
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she had sailed on to Oaddalore. The Governor 
agreed that it might be so. 

"When M. Auger had taken his leave, the Gov- 
ernor asked me whether Monsieur Kommana Mudah 
was still here. I said he was. He then told me 
that Varadappa Ohetti had fled from Madras. I 
said, ‘ He used to be quite poor, but when during 
the troubles the Madras merchants abandoned the 
town, he stayed there and acted as their agent, 
buying goods and bidding at the Company’s sales as 
though on his own account,’ 

The Governor then told me that he had written 
to the Madras Council ordering them to inform the 
merchants that unless they removed to Pondichery 
at once all their goods would be confiscated.^ I 
applauded the letter. He added that Kommana 
Mudali’s brother-in-law had run away. I replied 
that I knew nothing about him. He then said that 
the latter’s brother had been arrested. ‘ Indeed, Sir,’ 
I answered. 

He then went to dress, and I went out and sat 
down. After he had dressed and taken his coffee, M. 
de Bury presented a letter signed by all the officers 
of the army who had met in the Secretary’s room® to 
prepare it. He objected to parts of the letter. 

1 The decree of the Ooauoil, that all goods would be confiscated 
unless the owners had settled in Pondichery within six months, is dated 
December 12 — ISTo 202) 

^ This was perhaps a Oouuoil of war in connection with the 
refusal of the officers of the Madras garrison to recognise Moreau as 
Second there because he was n )t a member of the OonsHl SupSrimr* 
Oona* d la Compagn%e, December 24, 1^47 (P B.— JTb. 7.) 
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He then asked me if I were not going to bring 
MurtazI ’Ali Kb§.n’s presents. I said I was ready 
to do so whenever ordered. ‘ All right, ’ he said, 
‘I will go and dress.’ 

He also said, ‘ There is a Br8.hman at Singarikdjdl 
to whom the English give four pagodas a month for 
intelligence. His letters are carried by four Pariahs 
of AriyS.nkuppam. As E^silevvai is not here, let 
men be set to watch the Bi^hman and seize him 
as soon as he enters our bounds. The English 
are also said to be receiving letters from Bombay 
about matters of importance. They come either by 
Arcot or by Wandiwash. Post men in those direc- 
tions to seize the letters, and also along the Ulunddr 
road.’ I said that five or ten of our people would be 
no use against the numerous peons the English have 
thereabouts. ‘ Very well,’ he said, * let them carry 
country, instead of European, weapons.’ 1 feared 
he would grow angry if I asked him why he gave 
such oi’ders, and so took leave, saying that I would 
send the men. He called me back and told me I 
was to go with M. Paradis and M. Lemaire to 
fetch the presents. I told him eleven guns should 
be fired ; he said he would give orders. 

Tie two Councillors and I then went to my 
garden-house with music and dancing-girls to fetch 
the presents. 

The presents for the Governor were: — a piece 
of gold brocade, a sUk turban, a girdle, a piece of 
silk, and 500 rupees instead of the horse. The 
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presents for Madame were : — a piece of gold brocade, 
a laced npper-clotb, and a tunic. Eleven guns were 
fired when the presents arrived at the Governor’s 
house ; and pi.n sup§.ri and rosewater were given to 
’Ali Sfi.hib, AvSy SShib’s son-in-law and vakil for 
Murtazfi, ’Ali KhUn. The Governor inquired after 
the welfare of MurtazS ’Ali KhSn ; and the other 
said he had been charged by Murtaz^ 'Ali Kh^n to 
inquire after the Governor’s welfare. Then he was 
allowed to depart to his lodging and I had provi- 
sions for him sent there and batta for his servants. 
I then interpreted MurtazS. ’Ali Kh&n’s letter of 
compliment and was ordered to prepare a suitable 
reply with thanks for the dress and the horse. I 
said I would do so and took leave. 

All these matters — about the BrShman spy at 
Singarikdyil, on four pagodas a month, who sends 
intelligence to Fort St. David, about the Pariahs 
at Ariy^nkuppam who carry his letters, and about 
the letters received by the English from Bombay — 
have been reported to the Governor by Madame, 
who wishes to outrival me. She has had a cadjan 
written here as if it came from Fort St. David, 
made Varlam read it to her, had it translated into 
French, and now has shown it to the Governor ,* it 
says that he will be bewitched. This last piece of 
news was told me by the Governor ; the rest I learnt 
from Wandiwash Tiruv^ngadam who had it from 
VarHm. Thus she is trying her best to find grounds 
for false complaint against me. God will punish 
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the wrong-doer; but what punishment will He 
inflict on her P 

1 then sent for head-peon Muttu of Ariyln- 
kuppam, and promised him a pair of silver bracelets 
weighing two seers if he could arrest the Singarikdyil 
Br§,hman and the four AriyS,nkuppam Pariahs. T 
also sent peons to "Wandiwash, Tiruvattflr/ Villu- 
puram, and TirukMnji with a promise of 50 pagodas 
if they capture any of the Bombay letters. 

Forty pallas of my wheat arrived to-day from 
LSMpIttai for the Company, When I reported this 
to the Governor, together with the arrival of an 
ec[ual quantity the day before yesterday and the 
day before that, he told me to get some more. 

When the Governor went out driving this after- 
noon at five, thirty or forty people from Alisa- 
pS,kkam, some of whom had been plundered and 
others wounded, were waiting for him and prostrated 
themselves with disheveled hair. S^ntappan, the 
head-peon, went to the Governor to explain what 
they wanted, but one of the white Arabs in the 
Governor s chaise was somewhat restive, as hitherto 
it had only been used for liding. However he got 
into the chaise again with his daughter,* and drove 
on to the Madras Gate, where he stopped for a time 


1 The transoript says ‘ TiruvotUyar.' That U a village bo the north 
of Madras, a most uolikelv place for the ffingliBh letters to pass through. 
Probably a slip for ‘ TiruvaUftr,’ a village in the Aroot Taluk of the North 
Arcot District. 

* i.e , Madame Dupleix* daughter— which one is not apparent, The 
youngest, Mane^ was at this time child o| elevei;, 
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to examine the works being carried on there. He 
then got in again, but the horses refused to move 
for more than a quarter of an hour. With the 
help of his whip, however, he got them to start at 
length, and drove on beside the ditch. But at the 
corner on the south of the Yalud8,vdr Gate, one 
of the horses shied into the ditch. The chaise 
went in also, but, instead of upsetting, all four 
wheels went straight into the mud. He was no more 
shaken than if men had been carrying him on a 
bed, — I think this was because of my prayers for 
him to God. That the wheels should have gone 
level into the mud without the chaise upsetting and 
that the horses should not have been in the least 
injured — as if the carriage had been borne in care- 
fully by ten men — all this is due to his fortune, the 
fortune of the city and the prayers of the people. 
His escape proves that the town will never fall into 
English hands and that the French are destined 
to win yet greater glory in India. M. Dupleix, 
Govemoy-General Mahtr&jS, was in no wise 
iujured. He sat as though he were being gently 
carried on a cot. So too his daughter escaped all 
hurt, save that her clothes were wet. Moreover 
the Governor lost from his finger an English-cut 
diamond ring valued at 1,500 pagodas. Some of the 
sepoys who were there carried the Governor and 
his daughter to the bank and pulled out the chaise 
and the horses; others ran to fetch dry clothes, 
Madame and her sister on hearing of the accident 
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hastened to meet the Q-ovemor. Soon after M. 
d’Auteuil came, also th.e Second and others ’wh.o had 
heard what had happened. Meanwhile the Governor 
and his daughter changed their clothes, and the latter 
went on in her mother’s carriage. He remained to 
order that a strict search should be made for the 
ring and posted a guard of European military and 
Mahd sepoys there. Then he also went home. 

I went to congratulate him on his escape, and 
so did all the principal inhabitants. He spoke 
jestingly of it, and his guests took their leave at 
seven o’clock, I went to my nut-godown, and 
thence came home at nine o’clock. 

The Governor has already given away 300 rupees 
among the Muhammadan sepoys who helped him 
out of the ditch and among the beggars. He has 
also given 1 00 rupees each to St. Paul’s and the 
Capuchins’ Church— 500 rupees in all; and he has 
besides promised a reward of 100 pagodas to who- 
ever finds the ring. 

8atv/rdayt December 16 } — When I went to the 
Governor this morning he could speak of nothing but 
his and his daughter’s accident, and their narrow 
escape. N othing else was mentioned . There is news 
from Port St. David that besides the two ships that 
sailed recently, a ship and a sloop sailed to-day. 
The English are prepared for whatever may happen. 
There is nothing else worth writing down. 
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Swndny, December 17 } — TMs morning, whea tlie 
Governor had been to Cburch. and taken Ms coffee, 
[ went to him. He asked if I had sent men to the 
rarious places as he ordered yesterday.^ I said I had. 
He said it wonld rain soon as the wind was h.igb. 
Tust then RSjd Pandit came and announced that the 
oride-groom, Naw|b HirSsat Kh&n’s son, would 
j-rrive tMs evening and desired that he might be 
•eceived with due ceremony. The Governor asked 
irhat should be done. I answered that he should be 
net by two Councillors with music and dancing-girls. 
He then enquired what further was necessary. I said 
le should have fifteen guns on entering the town and 
ifteen more when he reached Ms lodging ; and that 
f besides this ho were given a guard of 100 Mah5 
jepoys to-morrow, and if the Governor welcomed 
am on behalf of Chanda S^ib, the magnanimity of 
Re French would be spoken of so long as India 
Rould endure. ‘There is no avail,’ I said, ‘in 
mtertaining the low-born; but if you honour the 
HavMts® who once were rulers of this country but 
vho now are fallen, the Muhammadans as far as Delhi 
sill praise your name, and your fame will be spread 
hrough the whole land, for showing them respect 
greater than they would receive in their own coun- 
jry. Besides, should the NavMts recover the 


6tb Prabhava. 

®It sboTild be ‘the day before yesterday/ 

Ohand& Sl-hib and bis connections were Kaviits, For a long and 
nterestmg note ou'tbe meaning of the term, see Wilks* Historioal 
iketohes, ed. 1869, i-150. 
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province, will be as powerful at Aroot as you 
are iu Pondicbery, without any farther trouble, 
once ChandS, S3.hib becomes ISTawib, as you have 
planned.’ And with more compliments I told the 
Governor that Chand^ Sahib’s son would come to- 
morrow to invite him to the wedding. 

He smiled at me, and answered, ‘ Very well; send 
for the master-gunner.’ When he came, I announc- 
ed him, and the Governor directed him to fire 
fifteen guns when they entered the gates and 
fifteen more when they reached their lodging; also 
to provide them with what tents and other things 
they needed. He then told M. Paradis and 
M. d’Auteuil to go to my house at three o’clock and 
accompany me to meet the party. They told me 
they would come rather earlier and asked me to 
have some tea ready. I said I would do so. 

The Governor then told me to go home quickly ' 
and take my food. ‘ Take these gentlemen with 
you,’ he said, ‘ to receive the bridegroom, and take 
him to Pedro’s house, ^ which has been prepared for 
him. His baggage may be lodged in Pedro’s 
godown next to the house on the west. Let me 
know as soon as you have done this.’ So I took 
leave and came home. 

On the way I met Appu Mudali taking the lost 
diamond-ring (which has been found) to the 
Governor. He was very pleased to receive it, and 


’ ie, Kanakarlya Mudali’s, 
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gave a tundred pagodas to the coolies who had been 
sifting the mud to find it. 

After I h.ad eaten, I lay down for a while. Soon 
after, raiji set in and continued without a break 
till the evening. Meanwhile Rij6 Pandit came 
and said the Governor ought to go to the Fort Gate 
to meet the bridegroom. I said that was out of 
the question. As he went on begging me to 
arrange the matter, I told him bluntly that the 
Governor would not go ; that he would only do 
what I suggested so long as it was reasonable, and 
this was not reasonable ; and that he would never go 
out in such heavy rain which hardly allowed any one 
to go out. ‘ You may go yourself and ask him if 
you like,’ I said. He then left, and set out with 
four or five horsemen to meet the bridegroom. 

As it was still raining, I went to the Governor’s 
to inform him that I was about to start. The two 
Councillors with music came with me. Meanwhile 
the salute announced that the bridegroom had 
entered the Gates. We met them by the painters’ 
bazaar, HirS.sat Eihan’s son at once descended from 
his palankin and embraced me. Then he got in 
again, and we conducted him to his lodging — Kana- 
karfiya Mudali’s house — and on his arrival another 
salute of fifteen guns was fired. We were all quite 
wet through. 

He gave M. Lemaire and M. Paradis each a 
dress of honour worth a hundred rupees. We then 
went home, quite wet through, after informing the 
Governor of the party’s arrival. There were three 
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elephants, two hundred horses, six palankins, eight 
closed palankins fcr women, and 1,000 soldiers, 
besides two hundred bullocks laden with rice, 
ghee, and other provisions. In the procession the 
kettledrums went first ; then the bridegroom ; then 
TSTalla M&na Vikrama PSndiya, Asad-ul-lah SShib, bis 
brother Asad ’Alt, and his brother-in-law S’aadat- 
mund Eihtn, Killedar of KIvMpUkkam. Dishes 
were sent to them from Ohandi, SS.hib’s house. 

Monday, December 18 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he asked whether any 
further marks of respect should be shown. I said, 
‘Once they were Naw^bs, and so they deserve all 
respect. Everywhere will you be praised if you 
treat them with honour; and since they were great 
once but now are fallen, your courtesies will seem 
all the greater.’ And I added compliments. There- 
on he ordered a guard of twenty Europeans, fifty 
Mah^ sepoys, and ten horse with drawn swords to 
be stationed at the bride’s house. An oflSioer also 
was ordered to pitch a tent there and remain on 
guard. The same was ordered to be done at the 
bridegroom’s lodging. After this we spoke of 
general matters not worth writing down. 

I hear through Varltm that Kommana Mudali is 
to be put in prison to-morrow, on Madame’s com- 
plaints. We shall see if this is true. 

The drummers beat as for the Governor when 
the bridegroom went to the bride’s house and when 


^ Frabhava 
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he returned to hia lodging at Pedro’s — so great 
marks of honour were shown. 

SSndu Mudali’s house has been assigned to 
S’aadat-mund Khin with Toppai’s house for a 
kitchen, while Muttayya Pillai’s house has been lent 
to ObandS. Sahib’s son to entertain his guests iu at 
feasts and nautohes. Por the relations [ ]^. 

Tuesday, December 19 } — While I was at the 
Governor’s this morning, Kaz^ SShib, ChandS. 
SS,hib’s son, came, and invited him to the marriage 
with many compliments. He promised to go, and 
then Razk S^hib took leave and went home. The 
master-gunner was then summoned, and ordered to 
post twenty-one guns, with some gunners, near 
OhandH S^b’s house, and he ordered that they 
should fire salvoes whenever asked to, and give as 
many displays of fireworks as possible, during the 
five or six days of the marriage festivities. The 
Governor also ordered sweetmeats to be prepared. 

At eleven Varl&m came twice and spoke to him. 
I think he came about putting Kommana Mudali in 
prison. About noon as I was going to see Murtaz^ 
’Ali Khtn’s son, I heard that Kommana Mudali and 
Ammayappan (Dnb8.sh Ella Pillai’s younger bro- 
ther) had been arrested. 

M. Barth41emy has written to the Council here 
saying that Malaikkolundu Mudali, the dub^sh who 
used to be a runner, and Nallatambi, the chief of 
peons who was formerly a scullion, are useless and 


^ llere is a laouna in tbe MS. 


^ Mllrgali}Prabliavat 
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ought to be replaced by others. I hear thiat these 
two have been ill-treated at Madras. Tirukkfimu 
Pillai’s son who was sent theie on business by 
Arumpitai Pillai, Subbayyan’s son, Muttayyan, and 
Chella Pillai joined together and made reports 
against the palli, Nallatambi the Poligar, Yarltm’s 
elder brother and Choultry dubS.sh 5 and against 
Malaikkolundu Mudali the chief dub^sh. The result 
was that M. Moreau began to think ill of them. 
He scolded Nallatambi for using idle excuses when 
he visited the Choultry, and asked, ‘Why did you 
imprison this man and release the other without 
orders ? You are unfit to be poligar. No doubt you 
can wash dishes well, but you know nothing of your 
present duties.’ So saying, he beat Nallatambi, 
giving him fifteen cuts with his rattan, and moreover 
kicked him twice. The same thing was done to 
Varl&m’s brother, and he was sent away because he 
was quite unable to interpret. M. Moreau told 
M. Barthdlemy that these two were incompetent, 
and said of the Chief DubSsh, ‘ He used to he only 
a runner ; he knows nothing of merchants’ afiPairs ; 
he knows nothing of their position and credit j and 
he has no manners. For chief dubtsh we need an 
honest elderly man of a respectable family, not a 
worthless beggar like this.’ Moreover he said to 
Malaikkolundu Mudali, ‘ What do you know about 
business ? ’ and also kicked him. 

M. Barth41emy considered that these people, 
being fools, must have obtained their posts by 
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promising Madame a share of whatever they could 
get, and that they deserved to be punished and sent 
back to Pondiohery. So he wrote to the Council 
here, desiring that better men should be appointed. 
Likewise these great men who have been kicked 
wrote to Madame to say that they had been beaten 
because of accusations brought by Muttayyan, Sub- 
bayyan’s son and Chella Pillai. Madame translated 
it and gave it to the Governor who then wrote to 
M. Barthdlemy, saying that the accusers should 
be sent to Pondichery, that the men themselves 
should be tried for a little longer, that they would 
learn their duties, and that they should be shown a 
little kindness. We shall see what happens when 
the men arrive who have been sent for. 

About four o’clock this afternoon M. Dulaurens 
came. He asked the Governor, ‘ Why should my 
writer be imprisoned for what was done at Madras ? 
I am responsible for that.’ Moreover he asked that 
the man should be released. The Governor an- 
swered, ‘ He is also involved in the charges against 
you. You should not interfere in this matter.’ 
With this curt answer he went into his room, and 
M. Dulaurens went away. 

I believe Kommana Mudali has been imprisoned 
because he took the tobacco farm away from the old 
renter PSpayya Pillai and gave it to V61u Pillai of 
Madras. The latter ran away, owing the Company 
460 pagodas — 100 pagodas advance and 350 pagodas 
for one month’s rent. Hommana Mudali has been 
86 
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imprisoned because he will not make this sum good. 
But we shall see what else inquiry brings to Hght. 

To-day there was a feast at ChandS, Sthib’s 
house for those who are attending the marriage. 
Haidar ’Ah Kh^ and others were present. When 
HirSsat KhSn went and returned, the soldiers and 
the Mah^ sepoys formed a lane and beat their 
drums. 

At five this evening the G-overnor drove out. 
He passed by the bridegroom’s lodging. At six, 
HirSsat Elan sent wedding presents, with Mah6 
sepoys, music, elephants, horses and kettledrums, 
to Chanda Sahib’s house. The presents were carried 
on a hundred and fifty trays. They consisted of 
fruit, pan supari, sugar, sugar-candy, cloths and 
other things. Hawab Hirasat Khan watched a 
nautoh at his lodging for an hour and a half. Haidar 
’Ah Khan of Perumukkal and his younger brother 
are attending the marriage. They are lodged in 
broker Nallatambi Mudah’s cloth-godown. GrOvar- 
dhana Das’s gumasta has been lodged in the brick- 
layers’ out-houses. 

Wedmsday, December SO .^ — When I went to the 
Governor’s to-day he questioned me about the 
marriage ceremonies. I explained that the Muham- 
madan custom is for the bridegroom first to carry 
to the bride’s house in procession what is needed 
to anoint her with, and that day there is a feast at 
the bride’s house ; that the next day the bride’s 


^ 9thi M^rgali, Brabltava.. 
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people do the like with the things for anointing the 
bridegroom ; and they continue thus to exchange 
visits until the tail is tied. He then asked on 
which day he should pay his visit ; and I told him 
the marriage would be celebrated on Friday. 

When we had spoken of Fort St, David and the 
weakness of the English, he asked whether the 
merchants had sent the monev to Madras. I told 
him that the Mudaliars had paid TarwMi 19,200 
rupees, had asked for a bill and would send it 
to-morrow. 

I went to my nut-godown and sent for the 
Company’s merchants, and asked them why the 
money had not already been sent to Madras, as was 
ordered. They said, ‘ Who will be responsible 
should there be an accident by the way ? ’ I 
assured them that there was no danger, and they 
departed promising to send the biU to-morrow. 

HirSrsat Khsin’s son, S’aadat-mund EMn and the 
rest who have come here for the marriage have no 
magnificence save that which the Governor has 
bestowed on them. The bridegroom’s people all 
wear tunics, turbans and girdles of red ; and that 
is the only sign by which to recognise them. This, 
and the deafening sound of their drums and other 
music by day and night, are the chief signs of the 
marriage. The bridegroom has sent me also a red 
tunic, girdle and turban. To-day KhUn Bah^dfir 
S^b, ’Ali Naqi S^hib, and Zain-ul-’albidin KhSn 
(Bad^ S^b’s son; with other relatives attended a 
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feast given in HMsat KMn’s lodging, and left at 
two o’clock tMs afternoon. At six presents were 
sent to Hir&sat KMn from Ukandl Sthib’s house — 
turmeric, pS.n suplri, sweetmeats, sugar and sugar- 
candy. These were all borne on a hundred and fifty 
plates under a canopy supported by four silver poles 
and carried by four men, and a curtain enclosing 
all four sides was carried by woraen-servants. The 
soldiers were drawn up in line ; drums beat ; and 
the presents were accompanied by ten torches, two 
of the Governor’s white flags, fifty Mah^ sepoys and 
fifty horse, to the sound of trumpets, fiddles, drums 
and kettledrums. They were thus borne to the 
bridegroom’s lodging in the day-time. As soon as 
he had examined the list which was given him, he 
gave pdn supdri to RS.j6 Pandit who had brought 
the presents, and dismissed him. 

Thwrsday, December Si ? — A feast was given 
to-day at Ohandd Sdhib’s house, attended by Muham- 
mad Asad-ul-lah Sdhib, Haidar ’Ali Khdn, and other 
relatives. A laced cloth, a nazar of 200 rupees, 
sugar, sugar-candy and other things were sent by 
Muhammad Asad-ul-lah Sihib to Hirtsat KhS.n, as 
a present. They were carried on trays and accom- 
panied by music and dancing. In the evening 
HirSsat Khin sent to Chandl Sihib’s house turmeric, 
nuts, betel and women’s cloths in a hundred and 
fifty trays The sepoys to-day were given two 
meals, and this is to be continued daily. 


^ loth Mdrgali, Prabhava. The transcript has ‘ l7th’ apparently by error' 
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Friday, December — To-day Haidar ’AM 

KMn visited tMe G-overnor ; lie presented him -with 
five je'wels and invited him to the marriage. The 
Fort saluted him with eleven guns. 

At five this evening there were made ready for 
the Governor’s visit 200 pikemen and Mah6 sepoys, 
elephants with flags, horses and kettledrums, and 
the Governor’s palankin. The procession was 
arranged so as to go round eastwards. A coach 
and six was sent to fetch RazS. Sdhib and ’All Naql 
S§.hib to the Governor’s to meet and conduct him 
to the marriage. Two hundred military and two 
hundred Mah6 sepoys formed a lane from Chandl 
SShib’s house to the bridegroom’s lodging at 
KanakarSya Mudali’s. 

The Governor set out at five, with the Second, 
M. Guillard,® M. Miran, M. Lemaire, M. deBury, 
M. Duquesne, M. Paradis and others. There was 
a guard of Mah4 sepoys and fifty European horse 
with drawn swords. They were also attended 
with drums, fiddles, pipes and kettledrums, and 
also with elephants and their standards. They 
moved eastwards towards the Port ; then turned 
south along the Church road; and so, reaching 
OhandS, Sahib’s house, they took their seats in the 


^ llch M4rgali, Prabhaya. 

^ He first seived as a writer to Oourton when Chief at JMasalipatam 
was admitted to the Company’s service by Lenoir, and had been Chief 
both at Masulipatam and Y&nto* He was at this time fifth Councillor 
Procweur Qiniral and Treasurer. He married a daughter of M, Legou. 
Dupleiz praises his industry and conduct. JhBnhUra dea OoUnies, 0 * 16^ 
and 0^* as. 
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tent pitched near it. At once twenty-one guns 
were fired from near the tswaran Temple. Madame 
with some other ladies in six palankins came be- 
hind aed went into the women’s apartments. The 
Grovernor and Councillors were given p§,ii supSriand 
rose-water ; and after speaking for a time about the 
marriage festivities, they went afoot, with ’Ali 
Naqi S§.hib, EazS, Sihib and others, through the 
lane of troops to Nawfi.b Hir§.sat Khdn’s lodging, 
where another sahite of twenty-one guns was fired. 
Haidar ’All KM.n received them at the outer gate 
and theNawSbwas waiting at the head of the stair- 
case. They sat down in the upper hall and spoke 
of the marriage ; and after the usual ceremony of 
p§,n supirf and rose-water, the NawS.b presented a 
dress of honour with a horse and five jewels to the 
Governor. The latter then took leave ; he returned 
for a while to the tent near Ohandi. Sthib’s house ; 
and on his departure homewards a third salute was 
fired. The procession passed round the west of the 
Fort and reached the Governor’shouse by the Eastern 
gate. The Councillors went home, and the pikemen 
with music were sent to escort Madame back. She 
left at seven, and returned by the road that goes to 
the west of the Fort and by that which leads to the 
Council House. One hundred and twenty trays 
with sugar, sugar-candy, pin supiri, laced cloths 
and jewels were sent from Chandi Sihib’s house to 
Hirisat Khin. ’Ali Naqt Sihib and Eazi Sihib 
went to supper at the Nawib’s lodging at six o’clock. 
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Satwrday, December — To-day S’aadat-mund 
£1].^ sent to the Nawdb’s house as presents a 
hundred trays of sugar, sugar-candy and p§.n supSrl 
and six more trays of laced red cloths, Muhammad 
Asad-ul-lah, Haidar ’All Kh^n, S’aadat-mund Kh&n, 
and other relatives went to a feast at Chandfi SIhib’s 
house. Their women also went thither at ten 
o’clock at night. 

, The Governor also sent presents consisting of 
a hundred and fifty trays of sugar, sugar-candy, 
plantains, guavas, pin supirl, cloths and bxmdles 
of sugarcane, with music and guarded by two 
hundred Mahd sepoys and a hundred military. Of 
the presents, twenty-two silver and fifty wooden 
trays of sweetmeats were sent to the bridegroom 
who gave the bearers 16 rupees. The remainder 
of the silver trays of sweetmeats, with the bundles 
of sugarcane, the cloths, ten rolls of broad-cloth, 
three looking-glasses, glass candelabra and other 
things were sent to Ohandl Sihib’s house, where 
the bearers were given some rupees. 

Hirlsat Khin sent the Governor three shoulder- 
loads and fifteen dishes of food. The bearers were 
given 20 rupees. 

At seven this evening the bridegroom sent to 
Ohandl SIhib’s house sixteen trays filled with laced 
cloths, one tray with jewels and oil in five silver 
vessels, and a square bathing stool with silver legs. 


^ 12tli Mirgali, Frabhava* 
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two pMals of the essence of ohampak and three o 
the essence of jessamine ; together with a hundrec 
trayfuls of sugar and sugar^candy on four camels 
and ten camels loaded with sugarcane. These wer( 
escorted hy military and Mahd sepoys. Sever 
guns were fired as they reached the house and fifteer 
more when they were carried into the women’s 
quarters. There was a nautch-party till aboui 
eight at night. 

Sunday, December Sk .'- — This afternoon ther( 
was a feast at Ohandl Sahib’s house, attended bj 
HirSsat EZhSn, EhSn BahS.ddr, EazS. S^hib, ’Al' 
Naqi SS,hib, Bad6 S§.hib’s son, and other relatives. 

An elephant with a silver howdah, and a chair 
with silver-plated legs, six trays with lace and 
twenty-six jewels, and a hundred trays of sugar, 
sugar-candy, p&n supSri, sweetmeats and other 
provisions, were sent to HMsat Kh§.n from ChandS 
Sahib’s house. 

Hirlsat Khin’s procession took place at two 
o’clock this night. The bridegroom started from 
the Valud^vfir Gate, with five hundred torches ; 
besides these, there were ten torches with seven 
branches, ten with five branches and ten with three ; 
besides these, there were a hundred paper lotus- 
flowers, with lights within, fixed upon bamboos. 
Moreover there was a continuous display of fire- 
works on the posts set up at every twenty feet from 


^ X3th Prabhava. 
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tiie Valudivlir Gate to Ckand^ S&ki'b’a kouse, witk 
foTintaiiis and •wkeels of fire, and coloured ligkts. 
Tkere -was also tke continuous sound of pipes, drums 
and kettledrums mounted on elepkants. Tke kride- 
groom rode on korsekack from tke Yalud§,vfir 
Grate, witk a roundel covered vritk tinsel keld over 
kim, and went eastwards along KanakarSya Mudali’s 
Street ; tkence turning from tke east ke reacked 
and aligkted at tke tent near CkandS. S§.kik’s kouse, 
and was saluted witk twenty-one guns, tkere keing 
anotker equal salute wken ke entered the kouse. It 
was tken kalf-past tkree. At three o’clock Madame 
arrived to witness tke final ceremonies and entered 
tke women’s quarters.^ At five o’clock wken all 
was over, tke bridegroom departed witk tke bride 
to Ms lodging, and a tkird salute of twenty-one guns 
was fired. Madame also departed at five o’clock. 

At eigkt o’clock before tke procession tkere was 
a nautck in tke upper part of Kanakartya Mudali’s 
kouse, at wkick botk I and MadanSnda Pandit were 
present. Wken we took leave, we were presented 
witk a dress of konour eack. We accepted tkem 
and went kome. 

Monday^ December SS .^ — Tke G-overnor kad 
ordered fire- works to ke prepared. Tke Europeans 
made Eoman candles, paper lanterns and otker 
tkings, and arranged them on tke soutk side of tke 

^For another acconnt of Muhammadan marriage ceremonies, the 
reader may he referred to the M^moires du Colonel Le QenUl, Pari% 
1822, pp. 65, eto« 

* 14th Mdrgali Prabhava. 
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Governor’s house. When all was ready, he sent 
word to the bridegroom and his friends to come and 
see them to-night. They answered that they could 
not come to-night owing to the ceremony of untying 
the Kanhanam,^ but that they would come to-morrow. 
The Governor grew angry at this. ‘ They could 
easily have said as much yesterday,’ he exclaimed ; 
‘ everything is ready ; the fuses are put in ; and the 
master-gunner says they will be spoilt if it is put off. 
It shall be done to-night, whether they please to 
come or not.’ 

I went to the bridegroom’s house to report this ; 
and I had to go without my food till two o’clock, 
for till that time I could not induce them to come. 
I then told the Governor they were coming, went 
home to my food, and afterwards came back. 
About six o’clock, Naw^b Hirlsat Khdn, Muhammad 
Asad-ul-lah Khdn, Haidar ’Alt Kh§.n, S’aadat-mund 
KhS,n, Haidar Dil Kh^n and his brother, RazS. Si.hib, 
’ Alt Naqi S§.hib, and others arrived. They were 
received by the Governor near the sentinels posted 
in front oE the house. They alighted there ; and 
the Governor taking the NawS,b’s hand led him 
upstairs ; the other principal people followed. When 
they had taken their seats, the fire-works were lit 
and the display began. It lasted for about three- 
quarters of an hour ; the visitors gazed at it with 


^ SafErou-colonred threads were tied roxmd the bride’s left and the 
bridegroom’s right wiist They were untied after the completion of the 
nmrriage. 
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wonder and said that nothing finer had ever been 
seen. After a little conversation, they were dis- 
missed with pS,n suptri and rose-water. This was 
about eight o’clock. 

Tuesday, December 26J - — At ten this morning 
S’aadat-mund Kh&n sent the Governor a dress of 
honour. He also gave one to me when I went to his 
house. 

At five o’clock the Governor and Council went 
with music, kettledrums, roundels, flags, pipes and 
a guard of pikemen, Mahd sepoys and European 
horse with drawn swords to Ohandl S&hib’s house 
to congratulate them on the performance of the 
marriage. When they alighted at the square tent 
near the house, their arrival was announced by 
twenty-one guns ; and they watched a nautch in the 
tent for about three-quarters of an hour. Then 
the Governor was presented vrith a string of pearls 
and a pendant worth [ ], a bracelet set with 
emeralds worth [ ], and three dresses of honour. 

RazA SAhib then requested the Governor to pardon 
a soldier who is lying in the Port prison under 
sentence of death for stabbing a European. The 
man was accordingly pardoned. The Governor 
then left, under a salute of twenty-one guns, and 
went home. A dress of honour was presented to 
me and another to Madanteda Pandit. 

The NawAb and his wife went to ChandS S^ib’s 
house at ten o’clock to-night with torches, music 


^ 16th Mdrgftli, Prabhava. 
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and fire-works, for the ceremony of untying the 
Kankanam. There was a salute of twenty-one 
guns. It was nearly two o’clock before the bride 
and bridegroom returned, and then there was 
another salute. 

Madame and her mother went in state, at the 
invitation of Chand^ Sahib’s women, to their house ^ 
at eight o’clock. There was a salute of twenty-one 
guns on her arrival. She was presented with a 
jamawar, a tunic and an upper cloth. She stayed 
nearly two hours, and on her departure another 
salute was fired. 

At eight o’clock three brass vessels of cooked 
lice and ten trays of fruit were sent to Hirlsat 
Eh^n from Chand§, Sahib’s house, with music. 
There was a, salute of fifteen guns. 

NawSb HirSsat Khtn sent me a dress of honour 
to-day. 

Wednesday, December ^7 } — At five o’clock the 
married pair went to Bad^ Sahib’s house and were 
presented with dresses of honour. About nine 
Hirtsat Khin and his wife went to Chandl SS.kib’s 
house, where they spent the night. Safdar Husain 
K bin’s daughter with her retinue left to-day for 
Kalavai.* 

Thursday, December 28.^ — To-day, Nawlb Hirl- 
sat Ehin having sent word that he would like to 


^ 16t]i Ml.rgali, Prabhaya. 

* A Tillage in tbe TiruvaU^ Taluk, Ohingleput District- 

* I7th M^argali, Prabbaya. 
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visit tlie Fort, I and M. Yinoens^ vrere ordered to 
conduct him. We accordingly went to tell the 
Nawdb, who presented M. Vincens with three 
jewels. At four o’clock Hirasat KhS.n, B’aadat-mund 
Khtn, Muhammad Asad-ul-lah Kh2ai, Haidar 
Dil Kh2,n, Haidar ’All KMn, and other relatives 
came to the Fort ; 'we accompanied them and 
showed them the whole. They were astonished at 
the powder and shot in the godowns, and the can- 
non. They then went to the hospital, ^ and thence 
to the beach. After staying there a while, they went 
home at six. We took leave of them, and, having 
made our report to the Governor, also went home. 

Friday, December 29.® — At three o’clock this 
afternoon the Governor summoned the Mahd sepoys 
and military, and ordered them to be ranged in 
order of battle, as though in a fight with the 
English. Accordingly the Mahd sepoys, the cavalry, 
and the European horse-guards were drawn up 
on the east side of the Fort. The Governor sent 
word to Hirlsat Khdn, RazS, SShib, ’Ali Naqi S§.hib, 
and other Muhammadans ; and himself went to the 
Fort at four o’clock. Razd S§.hib and ’All Naql 
Sllhib came first and were made to sit near the 
Governor on the Fort wall. HMsat Khdn, Muham- 
mad Asad-ul-lah, S’aadat-mnnd Khl,n, Haidar ’AK 
K.hfin, and other relatives arrived at five. When 


^ A son of Madame ’Dnpleix, bat I cannot determine wkioli one 
* * Une masse informe de b&timenta.’ Onltm, p, 182. 

^ X8th Mirgali, Prabbaya. 
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they approached the Fort Gate the drams beat and 
the guard turned out. HirS,sat KhSn, Muhammad 
Asad-ul~lah and S’aadat-mund Kh^n entered the Fort 
in their palankins. They were met by M. Miran 
andM. Paradis who led them to the Governor. As 
soon as they had taken their seats, the troops which 
were drawn up, began the sham fight. They fired 
volleys o£ blank cartridge. Also the four guns which 
can fixe twenty-one shots a minute ^ were placed one 
on each side ; and five or six great guns were fired 
from the ramparts. The guests were almost suffo- 
cated by the smoke and deafened by the noise; and 
they wondered at what was done. Finally the two 
mortars, mounted one on the southern and the 
other on the northern rampart, were fired. It was 
then past six o’clock, and all took leave. 

At three o’clock this afternoon, all the women 
who had come with the NawS,b went down to the 
beach in seven or eight coaches ; and having amused 
themselves there for a while, went home again at 
half-past four. 

At three o’clock Hirtsat Xhin went from 
Chanda Sahib’s house to view Mohammad Asad- 
ul-lah’s, and remained there for three-quarters of an 
hour before returning. 

Saturday, Decemb&r 80} — To-day Hirdsat KhSn 
sent Madame Dupleix a pendant worth [ ], four 

laced cloths and a piece of brocade. Muhammad 


^ For a note on these gnns which are frequently mentioned in the 
memoirs of the time, 8e» HazeUe, p. 403. 
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Asad-iil-lah sent the Governor five jewels and 
a cloth. 

At three o’clock this afternoon HirS,sat Kh3.n 
came to take leave of the Governor before setting 
out for Sitghar. He was announced bj a salute of 
fifteen gans. The Governor gave : — 

to the Hawlb, six pieces of scarlet and two of 
coloured broad-cloth, [ ] yards of gold-flowered 

velvet, [ ] knives, [ ] Hungary water, [ ] 

mirrors; [ ] candle-shades. 

to Muhammad Asad-ul-lah, two pieces of broad- 
cloth ; two mirrors ; [ ] candelabra; 

to S’aadat-mund Khto, two pieces of broad- 
cloth ; two mirrors ; [ ] candelabra ; 

to Haidar ’ Ali Khtn, two pieces of broad-cloth ; 
to Krishndji Pandit, [ ] broad-cloth ; 

to LS.1& Munshi, [ ] yards of broad-cloth ; 

to Venkata Mo, [ ] yards of broad-cloth; 

and to the Ach&riySr, [ ] yards of broad- 

cloth. 

After this, the Haw^tb requested the Governor to 
allow Vtr§. Nfiyakkan’s son (who was expelled) to 
return to the town. This was granted. They then 
took leave of the Governor, and went to their 
lodgings, whence they assembled at Ohandt SShib’s 
house to dine. I sent word, asking them to visit 
me. On their way out of the town at five o’clock, 
they did so. I gave : — 

to Naw§b Hir&sat Ehfin, two pieces of broad- 
cloth 5 
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to Haidar ’Ali [ ] ; 

to Muhammad Asad-ul-lah, [ ] ; 

to S’aadat-muud Khdn, [ ] ; 

to LS1§,, [ ] ; 

to Badd sahib/ [ ] ; 

to Krishuaji Pandit, [ ] ; 

to Venkata Rao, [ ]. 

They accepted my presents, and then, the Nawab 
and his wife set out on their way ; fifteen guns were 
fired at the Fort gate. The soldiers were given a 
present of twenty rupees each and the peons, ten. 

This morning Venkata Rao, a clerk of Hirasat 
Khan’s son, visited me with Paiyambadi Srinivasa 
Achari.. They were ordered to tell me that the 
Hawab had had a house at Madras, with some goods 
in it in the charge of a Muhammadan and ten 
guards ; and that when the troubles began last 
year, the goods were cai’ried away and kept at 
Kalavai ; but that now it was proposed to buy a 
house here to keep them in. They asked me what 
I thought about it. I answered that it was a wise 
thing to do, and added that the laced cloth for the 
G-overnor’s wife must be of fine quality, and that 
she should also be given a pendant or some other 
jewel worth 600 rupees. ‘The soldiers,’ I said, 
‘ must be given 500 rupees, or 300 at the least ; 
anything less will not befit the HawSb’s greatness. 


1 Bad^ Sdhib, Ohand^ S&Mb’a brother^ was dead at tbis time. 
Perbapfl Eanga Pillai means bis son ; but I think more probably he alludes 
to aao^her Bad6 Sahib wlio in i74jl was ii?. attendance on Safdar ’All. 
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since tlie marriage has been celebrated here and the 
G-overnor has shown him so many marks of honour ; 
besides which, when he goes to take leave to-day, I 
will see that due respect is shown him. We are 
merchants of long standing ; and what I suggest is 
to us no great matter. How much less then will it 
be to the Haw^rb ? He has already spent thirty or 
forty thousand rupees on the marriage ; another five 
hundred or a thousand rupees will not be felt. If he 
gives it, he will be praised for his generosity ; but 
if he does not, people will speak lightly of him.’ 

Yenkata E§.o agreed, and said, ‘What! You 
speak as though it were a great matter for the 
Nawib. I will at once inform the Naw^b and send 
you word through SrinivSisa Achltriy§.r. He is much 
pleased with you, and I shall be able to obtain for 
you the Vannipet Shrotriem worth a hundred 
pagodas a year.’ 

He only brought for me a shawl worth twenty 
pagodas ; but I considered that there was still much 
for him to do, and so I gave him a Manilla chain, 
which weighed twenty pagodas. I then gave him 
p9.n sup^ri and he took leave, promising to get me 
a lease of two villages. 

He went straight to the Nawfi.b, and told him 
what I had said, to which the Naw^b agreed. On 
this, be sent me word by SrinivS.sa l.oMri to have 
a pendant ready worth 600 rupees, but the laced 
cloth would be brought by the bridegroom. I then 
went to my nut-godown, and, finding Madanflnd^ 
38 
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Pandit, sent Mm to tell Madame that they had 
asked me to provide a pendant worth 500 rupees 
for her, promising to pay me the money for it; that 
if I were to go and buy it now, I should have to pay 
the jeweller ten per cent, more than it was really 
worth ; and that if she would be pleased to send 
me one of her jewels, it might be presented along 
with the laced cloth. 

But Madame, on hearing this, sent him to 
HirSsat KMn with this message : — ‘ We are not 
greedy, and have no need of your presents — your 
friendship is all we want. G-o-bet weens are mis- 
representing matters. When you come to take leave, 
we will offer presents to you.’ She promised the 
Pandit that she would out his ears off if he deviated 
from her message, and conjured him to obey her by 
his father, Ms priest and the Y5dS.s, Madanfi,nda 
Pandit, hearing tMs, T ]• 
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J£onday, January 1.^ — Fanams at 24 to the 
pagoda.® 

Eaw rice, SambI, from 84f to 91 pagodas the 
garse. 

Boiled rice,® Samb§. 83 pagodas i fanam the 
garse. 

Boiled rice, KS.r, 71^ pagodas the garse. 

Paddy, SambS., 41 pagodas 16 fanams the garse. 

Paddy, Kfi.r, 35f pagodas the garse. 

Maize, 41 pagodas 16 fanams the garse. 

Eagi, 45 pagodas 11 fanams the garse. 

Millet, 26f pagodas the garse. 

I ordered head-peon Muttu of AriyS.nkuppam 
to find ten men to bring news from Port St. David, 
at a fanam and a half each per day or 4 rupees 5 
fanams per month, ^ his own pay being 10 rupees. 

As it was New Tear’s Day, I went to the Governor 
and presented him with a shaddock. I said, ‘ May 
the new feast, the new month and the new year 
bring you health, long life and prosperity. May God 


^ 31st M&rgali, Prabhaya. 

® Tbe regular rate of the Pondichery fanam, while the Madras 
fanam was 36-43 per pagoda. 

® Boiled rice (as opposed to raw rice) is made by pounding paddy 
which has been preyiously boiled and dried. 

* This calculation appears inconsistent with the rates of exchange 
between rupees and pagodas (350-400 rupees per 100 pagodas), for 10 
fanams would equal a rupee, and that would give only 340 rupees per 100 
pagodas. It is possible that Bauga Pillai may mean a different variety of 
fanam here from that mentioned above — c/. the Calculation on p. 40 su^pra. 
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fulfil all your desires.’ I added other compliments, 
the best I could find ; and the G-overnor answered 
with a smile, ‘ Indeed I hope God will do so.’ To 
which I replied, ‘Even at the moment when He 
created you, He promised to be your guide and 
accomplish all your wishes ; and so He has done up 
till now.’ ‘ Much obliged, ’ the Governor said, ‘ for 
your good wishes.’ Then he received his other 
visitors and went inside. 

I waited till Madame returned from church, and 
then paid her my compliments with some limes. I 
then went with Chinna Mudali to visit the Coun- 
cillors and other Europeans. Meanwhile the Gov- 
ernor sent a peon for me. I went at once. ‘ Eanga 
Pillai,’ he said, ‘ don’t forget my orders about 
preparing for the attack on Port St. David. Are 
the bullocks ready ? ’ I told him that they were, 
on which he said, ‘Very well.’ 

He continued, ‘ You told me that ’Ali Naqi would 
be coming to take leave, and that presents should 
be given him; is that so ? ’ I replied, ‘He says he 
will take leave of you and set out for Wandiwash 
to-day, for he must get there to-morrow as that is 
the new moon^ on which begins Muharram, the 
month of mourning.’ — ‘ Send for him at once, then,’ 
the Governor said. I replied, ‘ It is only half-past 
ten now. He means to present you with a dress of 
honour, and the presents for him have also to be 


^ the day on which the new moon becomes visible. 
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made ready. OhandS, S^Mb’s son also intends going 
to W andiwasb. U sually you are pleased to pay visits 
from three o’clock till six. I will bring him here 
after your return. ’ A.11 Faqi SShib should be given 
fifteen guns, and as many more on his departure 
from the Yalud§,vflr G-ate.’ — * I will give the neces. 
sary orders,’ he said. 

I then took leave and returned to the European 
quarter where T^nappa Mudali and others were 
waiting for me. With them I visited some of the 
Europeans ; the priests of St. Paul’s church; and 
the Second ; and then we went to my godown. After 
a while I sent Ohinna Mudali and the others to the 
Mission Church. 

Soon after this, I received from ’Ali Naqi two 
jewels — a plume set with a large and some small 
rubies, and a sarpech set with a large Holland-cut 
diamond and some smaller ones. He also sent an 
unset emerald, with a message that it might be kept 
instead of the sarpech. The plume set with rubies 
was valued at 70 pagodas; the diamond sarpech 
at 250 pagodas, and the emerald at 160. I therefore 
kept the plume and the sarpech and returned the 
emerald. 

This afternoon at three I took the two jewels 
to the Governor with a dress of honour worth 150 
rupees. For Madame there was a laced upper cloth, 
a laced tunic, and a pair of trousers embroidered 
with gold, valued at about 200 rupees. I also took 
with me a dress of honour for the Governor worth 
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200 rupees from Mir InSyat-ul-laJi. The lists of 
presents to be given were then made out as 
follows : — ■ 

For ’ Ali Naqi, three pieces of scarlet, twenty 
yards of green velvet, two pieces (making forty 
yards) of coloured broad-cloth, two pairs of glasses 
with stems, two pairs of hanging candelabra, [ ] 

scissors, [ ] Hungary water, [ ] Imperial 

water, [ ] balm, three large mirrors (worth 10 

pagodas each) ; 

For Mir In%at-ul-lab, two pieces of broad- 
cloth, eight yards of velvet, one pair of glasses with 
stems ; one pair of hanging candelabra ; [ ] 

Hungary water ; two small mirrors. 

The lists being thus written out and signed by 
the G-overnor, I got the presents ready before six 
and reported it to him as soon as he came in from 
his visits. I then sent for ’ Ali Naqi S§.hib and Mir 
InS.yat-al-lah, who came at once and left their palan- 
kins at the Governor’s Gate. They were received 
byM. Burat^ and M. Ker 3 ean;the Governor came 
as far as the sentry-box to meet them ; he embraced 
them and led them into the house. Fifteen guns 
were fired when they had taken their seats. 

After each had inquired after the other’s health, 
the Governor asked what sort of a boy Safdar ’Ai! 


^ Burat succeeded Dupleix as D%recteuT of Bengal. He was found 
out in an attempt to defraud tlie Company by passing ofE a private loan 
as a Company’s debt, but was allowed to remain in India as ConsetUer ad 
honor&e, at Dupleix* request. Cultru, p. 64 , 
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Khdn’s son^ 'was. They said he was intelligent, 
quick to discern the position of great men, and able 
to push his claims. They added that he would 
shortly come to visit the Governor. 

At two this afternoon the Diw§.n SS,hib and 
Akbar hS,hib’s daughter left for Vellore. ® 

Tuesday, 3 anuary — At eight this morning Taqi 
SShib’s daughter^ and his son, ’All Naqi Sihib, left 
for Wandiwash. Fifteen guns had been ordered on 
their departure at the Fort, Gate, but, when a peon 
was sent to say so, he was sent back with a message 
that the salute could not be fired as the guns had 
been shotted. Before fresh orders could be sent, 
’Ali Naqi had left with his mother and RazS, S^hib. 
Lest he should take offence at having no salute, a 
letter was written to explain the matter. 

When Madan^nda Pandit and I went to his house 
to bid him farewell, I was given a dress of honour 
and Madan^nda Pandit a oross-hilted dagger. 

Sunday, January 7.® — When I went to the 
Governor this morning, he ordered me to arrange 


1 T)6st ’Alt Kht,n. 

2 At this point there occurs a passage of a page and a half repeating 
the foregoing account of ’Ali Kaqi’s visit and presents in an abbreviated 
form and with the following deviations 

It omits the diamond sarpech sent to Dupleix but adds that three 
jewels were given to Madame ; it also says that a laced cloth and two 
clothes with laced borders were given to Madame instead of the gar- 
ments mentioned above ; and lastly from Dupleix’ present to ’ All Naqt 
it omits one piece of scarlet, the velvet, the glasses on stems, one pair 
of the banging candelabra, the Imperial water and the mirrors. 

3 22nd MS»rgali, Prabhava. 

A The mother is mentioned below instead of the daughter. 

5 27th Margali, Prabhava. Constellation P^vati, Sudh^shtami [the 
8th tithi after the new moon]. 
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for ten or twelve bazaar-people to accompany tbe 
expedition against Fort St. David, and also twenty 
or thirty horses, as those in town were not fit to 
go. Then he asked when I was going to bring the 
heads of castes. I said at eleven. 

The mint-people and the heads of castes, includ- 
ing S^sMohala Ohetti, met at my nut-godown and I 
carried them to the Governor, with music and dancing. 
Then I took the Company’s merchants to pay their 
respects to Madame to whom were presented four 
pieces of money brought by the Company’s merchants 
and a piece of silk brought by the mint-people. 
After that I with the heads of castes and Salatu 
Venkattohala Chetti visited the Second ; and then 
they all visited my house in state, with music and 
cymbals, drummers and dancing girls. I gave 
them pfln sup^rl and so dismissed them. At three 
o’clock I bathed and ate ; then I lay down, and at 
six I was told that Tiruv^ngada Pillai’s daughter- 
in-law, Mangaittyi^ was in labour. 

While I was in my chamber, looking at the plan 
of the route to Fort St. David, Alagayya Pillai came 
to ask that ParasurS.ma Pillai might be ordered to 
give a hundred rupees to each of the bazaar-men 
going with the troops. I at once sent for Parasu- 
ri.ma Pillai and ordered him to do so. I asked 
Alagayya Pillai whether he had decided to contract 
to pay the soldiers their batta and to supply regular 

^ Tirwfengada Pillai was Baoga Pillai’s father 5 MangaitSyi was thn e 
Efuoigft Pillai’s wife. 
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proTisions, as tlie Governor had ordered. He 
answered that he could not do so. ‘ In that case,’ 
I said, ‘ I must find some one else.’ On that he 
answered, ‘ I will do as you say ; but you must speak 
on my behalf to M. Desfresnes who is to supervise 
the matter, and I will make proper arrangements 
with him ; but I cannot enter into any contract.’ 

While Alagappa Pillai was thus speaking with 
me in my writing-room, at eight or nine minutes 
past seven, when Katakam, the fourth sign^ was 
just rising, Venkatdchalam, the son of Kumarappa 
Mudali, and a kinsman of E8.man§.tha Mudali on the 
father’s side, came and told me that a son was born. 
SubbammS.1 went to tell GuntfirBIlu Chetti, who 
gave her a cloth worth a pagoda. Venkatakrishna 
Ayyangtr went to tell Arunichala Chetti who gave 
him a turban worth a pagoda. When Emberum§.l 
Pillai heard the news from a Brahman, he gave him 
a silk shawl worth five or six pagodas. Everyone in 
the town rejoiced at the news. The Company’s 
merchants visited me with dancing and music, 
distributing sugar on their way ; Chinna Parasur^ma 
Pillai also distributed sugar as soon as he heard the 
news ; and the merchants and principal people of the 
town visited me. After I had bathed,® I distri- 
buted, as a thank-offering half a garse of paddy, fifty 
pagodas’ worth of fanams and sixty or seventy rupees, 
besides giving pi.n supiri to all who came, from 

1 The sign of Cancer* 

^ In order to remove the ceremonial pollution caused the birth, 

39 
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tie Brthmans down to tie dancing girls. So tie 
people received my presents and went to tieir iomes 
witi mnoi joy. All tie iniabitants are so attached 
to me tiat tiey rejoiced more tian if eaci iad had 
a son born to him. Moreover tie Muhammadans, 
Ciand4 SS.iib's family, Bad^ Sahib’s family, Mir 
Giul§,m Husain and others, sent me a tray of flowers, 
witi congratulations, blessings and good wishes. 

At midnight I wrote to S^sh&dri Pillai of 
Chingleput, to N^channa Pillai and to our Tirumalai 
Pillai, and engaged two men to deliver the letters 
within thirty-six hours for four rupees. I sent the 
child’s horoscope to SSshtdri Pillai, and furnished 
the messengers with passes, so that they might 
start early on the morrow.^ 

Monday^ Jamary — When I went to the Gover- 
nor this morning, he ordered me to get three hundred 
bullocks instead of one hundred. I said I would do 
so, and, sending for Alagappa Mudali and Muruga 
Pillai, the custom-house managers, I made arrange- 
ments with them to supply the three hundred. 

He then ordered me to furnish the guards at the 
limits with fifty match-locks. I told him they were 
not to be had here, but would have to be obtained 
from outside. ‘ Very well,’ he said, ‘ get them.’ So 
I wrote to V^ttavalam and Uyj^iluvlr Ptlaiyam. 


^ At this point ooonrs an inoom plate horoBoope, which Biwln Bahdd4r 
Swimihannn Pillai has been bo kind as to translate and annotate* It is 
printed in the Appendix. 

* ^th MIrgali, Prabhayar 
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He then asked wliether eight or ten long- 
barrelled and wide-bored muskets, suok as Muham- 
madans use, could be had here. I said that there 
were some in Mir GhuHm’s house; and he told me to 
get them and have them ready. 

He then asked for the Port St. David news. I 
said, ‘ The English are strengthening their batteries 
for fear of our people. Mr. Hallyburton is in camp 
with some troops at the Manjakuppam Garden, 
and is ooUeoting stores and provisions. Their 
nightly rounds go as far as MarikrishnUpuram. 
Besides this, there is much water at the mouths of 
the Penndr and the Gadilam ; and they are on their 
guard. The merchants and other inhabitants have 
left their homes. Sometimes big merchants and 
other men visit the place and return, but no women. 
I hear two of our deserters have escaped thither. 
It is written that they have told the EngHsh that 
1,500 or 2,000 military and Mahd sepoys with three 
hundred Tamil peons axe collected at AriySn- 
kuppam, ready to attack Port St. David.’^ The 
Governor, instead of admitting that two Prenchmen 
bad deserted, said, ‘ Either the peons at the Bound- 
hedge have been careless or you must have given 
them passes.’ I replied, * I never give passes to 
Europeans, or get them signed by M. Bury, without 


1 Dnpleix’ projected attack was so well-known to the Englisk that a 
Oonnoil of war was held ^ decide how it should he met. 

Wort 8t Danid CorimUaUons, January 7, 1748, 
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your leave.’ As he said no more about it, I think 
those people may have gone off from Ariy^kuppam 
or got out under the passes of the gentlemen who 
often go to Madras ; and as he merely smiled instead 
of getting angry when he heard the news, it is likely 
that they have been sent as spies, with orders to 
rejoin at the time of the attack. 

As it was past noon, I came home. As I was 
going to lie down after having eaten, the nephew of 
Lazar the oil-seller brought me a letter from 
VarlSm which was as follows : — 

* The Fort St, David spies have informed 
Madame that the English are receiving intelligence 
from Pondiohery. When she told this to the 
Governor, he asked how the letters could get out as 
none may leave the town without your permit, 
Madame replied that you had so much to do that you 
gave your writer fifty or a hundred signed passes 
at a time, and people could get one whenever they 
pleased ; that the clerk gave them to any body, and 
thus the letters were carried out. Madame added in 
proof of this that she had sent a beggar and that he 
had got a pass. As Madame thinks it is so easy 
a matter to get passes, you had better sign no more 
beforehand, and destroy this letter as soon as' you 
have read it.’ 

I accordingly destroyed the letter, and consi- 
dered what reply I should give the Governor if he 
questioned me about the matter. If he speaks of 
it again, I will give such an answer as will close the 
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moutlis of those who spread such things. As he 
has not asked me about it, I have hitheito written 
nothing, it not being worth while. 

At one o’clock a sloop and a grab^ arrived from 
Madras with 260 men and their arms on board. 

After I came home from my nut-godown at nine 
o’clock, Muhammad ’Ali KhSn, younger brother of 
Miy^n S§hib of Perumukkal, came accompanied by 
S6tu MSdhava Elio and Periya Pillai. He brought 
me, with music and dancing girls, a tray of sugar, 
sugar-candy and fruit, with a dress of honour for 
myself and a laced coat and a cap for my son. 
After exchanging compliments with him, I received 
the presents, and gave six rupees to the drummers 
and other servants ; a shawl worth ten or fifteen 
rupees to MUdhava E&o, and two yards of green 
broad-cloth each to Gdvinda Pandit and Periya 
Pillai. They then took leave of me and departed. 
Afterwards I gave an Ariyalfir upper-cloth each 
to Ranga AchfiriySr, VijayarSghava AcMriy^r and 
D6vanS.yaka Ayyang&r of this place, Karabfila Ayyar, 
AohUriySr of Perumbai, Nar§.yana S&stri and other 
respectable BrShmans, to whom I was unable to 
give anything yesterday as the crowd was too great. 

Tuesday, January 9 } — When I went to the 
Governor this morning he said that we needed 800 

^ The grab was a two masted boafe (See Orme*s History, i 408)* It 
was isL common use on the West Coast $ but references to its use on the 
East Coast are comparatively rare. 

^ 29th M^rgali, Prabhara* 
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bullocks and from two to three hundred coolies , 
that SivanSiga Keddi need not come, as his family 
live at Tiruppippuliydr and would be molested if he 
did, and that it would be enough if he sent a 
hundred or a hundred and fifty of his coolies. I 
do not write this in detail, as just now I am very 
busy collecting provisions and all the horses there 
are in town, and so have no time. 

M. Dargy ^ and some other officers arrived from 
Madras to-day. 

The Governor received a letter from a topass, 
Manoel da Cunha, saying that the twenty-five sol- 
diers at CMtpattu would like to jom, but if they did 
so now, would have according to their agreement to 
refund the two months’ advance which they had 
received j that this advance amounted to 500 rupees, 
at 10 rupees a month ; that besides this they owed 
50 rupees and would need a rupee each for road- 
money ; and that he could send the men if 575 rupees 
were sent him to pay these charges. 

The Governor gave me the letter, telling me to 
send the money and get the men. I said I would do 
so, but asked him to vmte to Manoel da Ounha saying 
that Shroff Ktviral Venkat^sa Ohetti would pay the 
25 rupees road-money and be responsible for the 
payment of the remaining 550 rupees as soon as 
he heard of the soldiers’ arrival here. He accord- 
ingly wrote the letter and gave it me. He also 

^ Oaptain and Coimnandant of the troops at Madras* A nephew of 
hiS) of the same name, was also m the French military service* 
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wrote to K^viral Venkat^ea Ckettij directing him to 
pay the money — ^the 26 rupees at once and the 
remainder to the dlw&n after the twenty-fiye men 
had arrived. I also obtained a letter from Mirga 
Ntr^yana Ohetti, and sent away sdlthe three letters 
by peons together with the money. 

A runner who used often to come in from Klla- 
linjipattu has been seized as a spy and brought 
before Madame by one of our peons, who was for- 
merly employed in bringing intelligence from head- 
peon Muttu at AriyS.nkuppam. Madame at once 
ordered him to be put in prison [ ]. 

Wednesday, January 10 } — [ ] I heard more 

news to-day from Fort St. David. Lakshmanan, 
younger brother of PeramS.1 Mudali, Mr. Morse’s 
dubSsh, used to send secret intelligence to me ; now 
he frequently writes to Madame, and recently sent 
her by a topass an English letter, as though written 
by Mr. Morse without date or signature, and a Tamil 
letter from himself. But these letters were seized 
on the way hither at the Marikrishnipuram Custom- 
house * ; the topass was arrested, and carried with 
the letters before the Governor. When the man 
had been beaten and was questioned, he said they 
had been given him by Lakshmanan. The latter 
was therefore seized, tied up, and given five or 
SIX hundred stripes. He then confessed that he 
had written the Tamil letter, but said it had 


^ SQt/h Mllrgali, Prabhara, 


^ at the Sn^Iish bomidary* 
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been at Mr. Morse’s orders and tbat Mr. Morse 
had himself written the other to the Governor 
of Pondichery. Mr. Morse was then sent for and 
questioned. ‘ You surrendered Madras,’ they 
said to him ; ‘ do you wish to surrender this fort 
also ? is that why you wrote ? and is it right to 
do such things ? ’ He answered, ‘ I know nothing 
about it. I neither wi’ote the letter nor ever heard 
of it.’ Then Lakshmanan was sent for and ques- 
tioned in his presence ; but persisted in saying to his 
face, ‘ This is the gentleman who wrote and under 
whose orders I wrote.’ Mr. Morse said that some- 
body must have written the letter out of spite ; but 
he was told that it was written in English and sent 
by his dub^sh, and that therefore he was responsible. 
He was then put in custody in the Fort ; dubtsh 
Lakshmanan was flogged and put in irons ; and the 
topass was also imprisoned.^ 


^ No trace of this preliminary examination is found in the English 
records. It is very probable that inquiries were made of Morse, but Banga 
Pillai’s version is incredible. Lakshmanan was finally brought to trial by 
Court Martial on June 29, when snndry letters written by him to the 
French were prodnced with one pnrporting to be written him by Madame 
d’Espr4m4nJl. A passage in the last relating to Kanga Pillaiis worth 
quoting : * Aunenda Eangapilla and his nnole Termalah sent a daily account 
of this place to the enemy m the said town ; now there is one Portngueze 
has sent word to us that these two cursed persons who are of the Shep- 
herds caste continually write news of this place to the enemy. , . 
I do therefore ask you about it as your own mother and hope yon wifi 
declare the truth to me with as much sincerity of a son * Lakshmanan’s 
letters (so far as discovered by the English) do not appear to have con- 
tained any very valuable secrets hut there was no doubt of his correspond- 
encoy and he was condemned to be hung. The papers at the India OMce 
ou which this note is based were very obligingly oommunic^ted to me bj^ 
Jly. Wijliam Foster, 
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When the Governor heard this, he remarked, 
‘ Morse -would never have done such a thing ; some 
one must have a grudge against him.’ 

I then repeated the other Fort St. David news : — 
that Deadman’s Battery near the European burying 
ground on the west of the Fort, is being demolished, 
though it cost 15,000 pagodas to build some time 
ago, as the Fort is in easy range of the fire of its 
guns.^ 

We then talked of other matters for a while, after 
which I went to my nut-godo-wn. 

The following incident took place to-day. There 
are at Singarikdyil two brothers, Vaishnava 
Brthmans, who are spies for the English. Traps 
have been laid to seize them, but they have always 
cunningly escaped. But now Arulappan and head- 
peon Muttu have seized their eldest brother, who is 
employed at the ValudSvdr Custom-house, and 
brought him before Madame ; and she has ordered 
both him and his mother to be put in irons and kept, 
the former in the Fort and the latter in the town 
prison. If I had wished to seize him, I could have 
done it long ago ; but he is not concerned in this 
affair and lives near here. I wished to catch -the 
guilty. But now some of Madame’s gang have 
seized this man, and she has put him in prison. 

Thursday, Jmua/ry 11.® — This morning I went to 
the Governor, and, after some conversation, I showed 


1 Tbe English were afraid of being unable to hold their ont-works. 
^ Ist Tai, Prabhava. 

40 
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and interpreted to him th,e letter wliich. has been 
■written to Fort St. David. 

Friday, January IS} — To-day being the Feast of 
the Cattle,® the Gods should be borne in procession 
like hunters® ; but this had to be put off tiU late iu the 
day as all the coolies were carrying provisions, 
ammunition, and other things needed for the camp, 
including the bazaars, against Fort St. David. 
Afterwards I directed that the Gods should be carri- 
ed round on light platforms* ; accordingly in the 
evening they were carried out by the Yalud&vhr 
Gate as far as [ ] and then brought back to the 

Fort. After going through the streets, the Gods 
Peruml.1, Kllahasti tswaran and V^dapuri Iswaran® 
returned to their several temples. 

By reason of the preparations busily being made 
for the despatch of the soldiers, I could not leave the 
Governor’s till nine o’clock. After gunfire I came 
home. The central hall of my house was adorned 
after the manner of the Court of S’aadat-ul-lah Kh§n. 
The floor 'was spread with carpets of wool and 
cotton. In the midst were large pillows of velvet 
brocade. I sat in the centre, and there received aU 
the principal people and merchants of the town. 


1 2iLd Tai, Prabhava. 

® The lestivalal? which cattle and carte are decorated and worshipped j 
the day after the great harvest feast of Pongal. 

* **e., on figures representing horses, 

^ I suppose Eanga Pillai means without the Bgttres of horses, so that 
fewer coolies would be needed. 

® The first is Vishnu the Protector j the second and third different 
fopus of Siva the Destroyer- 
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divStribating gifts according to tlie rank of eacii — 
broad-cloth., shawls, women’s cloths, upper cloths, 
and other things. Then at midnight pSn supSrt 
was given and all withdrew. I then rose, took some 
food, and lay down to sleep. 

To-day ’Abd-ul-rahm^n and his younger brother, 
Shaikh Hasan, the Jemadars of the Mahd sepoys, 
were given a Manilla chain anda small pendant each 
by Madame. 1'he elder’s chain was three-fold, the 
younger’ s double ; but each present was worth about 
25 pagodas. They then took their leave of her. 

Saturday, Jcmuary 13 } — The Governor sent for 
me this morning and said, ‘ Our people complain 
there are no buHocks or coolies.’ I said, ‘ Sir, I 
have just sent a hundred and fifty bullocks and three 
hundred coolies.’ — ‘Yes,’ he answered; ‘but that 
is not enough. Collect and send a hundred and fifty 
bullocks more, and three or four hundred coolies.’ 
I promised to do so. He then asked me about the 
route to Fort St. David. I had it written out in 
French and gave it him. It was as follows : — 

Ariy&nkuppam to Karukkal&mp&kkam ... 2f miles. 
Karakkal4mpd.kkam to SeMnjIri ... 2 ,, 

Sell&nj5ri to Tfikkan&mp&kkam ... « 

T&kkan&mp&kkam to Tirapanambakkam. 2§ „ 

Tirupan&mbakkam to Korunnattam ... IJ ,, 

Koruvinattam to Parasakuppam ... f „ 

Parasakuppam to PMirikuppam OMvadi. i. ^ „ 


^ 8rd Tai, Prabhaya. 
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(the PennSjr and the Gadilam flow in between) 
P^dirikuppam Oh&vadi to Tirupp&ppnliyflr miles. 
Tirupp&ppuliyflr to Port St. David ... 2 „ 

He looked over it and kept it with him. 

I saw the (governor again at ten. M. Desfresnes, 
M. d’Anteuil, and M. Friell were then with him. 
M. d’Auteuil said, ‘Ranga Pillai is quite ready to 
take the field with you. He has got his pistol and 
everything else but a gun. Give him two good 
ones.’ The Governor answered, ‘ How can he go ? 
He must remain to attend to business while I am 
away.’ On that I exclaimed, ‘ Let me come with 
you and never leave you.! M. d’Auteuil and M. 
Desfresnes observed together, ‘It is quite true. 
DubS.sh Ranga Pillai ought to go with you, and what 
he says is quite reasonable.’ To this the Governor 
answered, ‘The Second will be left in charge, and he 
is a good fellow, no doubt. But he is sluggish, not 
over-active, and not so capable as Ranga Pillai. 
Ranga Pillai has been trained under me ; he knows 
how I like things done and can act accordingly. 
Besides, he knows all about Moghul affairs and can 
write suitable letters. He knows what I should do 
and say, and has much experience. He must there- 
fore remain here and manage matters ; no, he can’t 
go, he mustbe left here.’ I then interposed, ‘ Graci- 
ously be pleased to hear a word.’ — ‘ What is it ? ’ he 
asked. — ‘ Victory,’ I said, ‘ attends you wherever 
you go. The past successes are due to none but 
you. People may say that such-and-such a victory 
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ras won by the skill of M. Paradis or some one else ; 
tut in truth it was your good fortune reflected upon 
■our servants ; otherwise neither fame nor victory 
.ad been won. What need have you of other 
leople’s aid? Your good fortune by itself will go 
nd plant your flag on Fort St. David. None need 
ake any trouble about that.’ On hearing me, the 
Governor, M. d’Auteuil, M. Desfresnes and the 
thers all laughed. At last the Oovernor, still 
miling, said, ‘ Ranga Pillai always talks like that. ’ 
le said much else also, but I have written only the 
lore important things, lest I should seem boastful, 
lowever I have given a true outline of the conver- 
ation. 

To-day the military and sepoys with the bag- 
;age moved out to AriyS.nkuppam. 

I suggested to the Governor this morning that 
Ihaikh Ibrdhim who commands five hundred men, 
lad been left out when ’Abd-ul-rahmS.n and Shaikh 
lasan were given presents yesterday, and that he 
TOuld be discontented unless he also received a 
•resent. The G-overnor asked what should be given ; 
nd when I proposed a gold chain, he said he had 
tone. I then procured a three-fold Manilla chain 
pom KMahasti Ayyan for 26 pagodas, and persuaded 
im to put it with his own hands round Shaikh 
brS,him’s neck, and to give him also four yards of 
•road-cloth. I also got presents of broad-cloth for 
Ali Kh^n and some others. After the presents 
Ad been given, the Governor said to Shaikh 
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IbrUhim, ‘ You shall he treated as ’Ahd-ul-rahmiu, 
and receive as much pay and rice as he does, ’ at 
which the Jemadar was extremely delighted, took 
his leave, and, in the evening, marched off to 
Ariy^nkuppam with his men. 

This evening the Governor ordered M. du Bans- 
set to visit occasionally the peons we have posted at 
the Bound-hedge and to keep an eye on them. 

To-day also he ordered me to write to Nawlb 
Anwar-ud-d!n Khin, saying, ‘ Formerly, during the 
late troubles with the English, you desired us not 
to attack them as they would not attack us ; and 
since you are to us as a father, we have done nothing 
hitherto. But the English have seized and beaten 
our people, torn their garments and ill-used them ; 
and they have even come into our villages and 
plundered them. However much we would obey 
you, we can no longer endure their misdeeds ; and 
should we write of all their disobedience to our 
father’s orders, surely you would grow angry. So 
we will not trouble you in this matter ; we ourselves 
are marching against Fort St. David, and write to 
inform you of it.’ This letter was to be written in 
Persian with suitable compliments. I was ordered 
furthermore to add, ‘As our troops will march 
through your villages, we have commanded that no 
disturbances be made ; and we request that you 
will order your amaldHrs at Tiruviti, Panruti, 
ViUiyanalHir, VenkattmpSttai and Bhuvanagiri, 
etc., villages, to supply our people with rice, dhal, 
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provisioas, straw, aad otlier necessaries, for whioli 
tlie full price shall be paid.’ The letter was writtea 
acoordiagly aad sealed. 

Other letters were written to the anialdS.rs of 
Tiruviti, VilliyaaaMr, Bhuvaaagiri and Villupuram, 
sayiag, ‘ Our forces will pass through your Til- 
lages oa their way against Fort St. David. You 
may rest in peace without fear. Whatever they 
need you should supply. ’ These letters have 
been writtea and sealed, and are kept ready to send 
as soon as orders are given to do so, 

Sunday, Jamuary Ilf} — Gr4adral Monsieur 
Chevalier Dupleix Mah^r&j^ set out at six this 
morning for AriySnkuppam, resolved to plant his 
flag on the walls of Fort St. David. I also went 
thither at half-past six, and saw that all prepara- 
tions for the camp had been made. When I had 
seen and spoken with the Governor, I came back 
at ten, and was busy despatching coolies, bullocks 
and provisions. At six o’clock this evening four 
elephants came in from Wahdiwash and were sent 
on to AriySnkuppam at eight. 

Monday, January 15 } — ^Madame Dupleix, 
Madame Barth^lemy, and others who went yester- 
day to Ariy&nknppam came back at eleven last night 
after dining with the Governor. The troops, 
cavalry, military, etc., marched from Ariy&nkuppam 
at four this morning, and the Governor set out at 
seven to proceed against Fort St. David. 


^ 4^»^lTai,‘J*rabliava, 


® 6tli Tai, PrabhaT^* 
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As tte Second was at the Foi't, I went thither 
this morning. I was speaking with him till half- 
past eleven, and despatched the things required for 
the camp. Meanwhile a Europe frigate ^ came to 
anchor in the road, and the Captain came ashore at 
ten. She has been [ ] on her passage. 

The Captain says that twenty Europe men-of-wax 
are coming, and that we shall have good news in 
five or six days ; hut he said nothing more definite. 
We shall learn all later on. 

The Second went home from the Fort at half- 
past eleven. The drums did not beat nor did the 
guard turn out on his departure, for he has dis- 
pensed with such honours as all the garrison have 
gone to camp and the Fort is guarded only by the 
Councillors’ writers and old men, who have been 
armed with muskets. 

The Grovemor and M. Paradis arrived unex- 
pectedly at half -past four this afternoon, with a^ 
guard of fifty European horse, a standard-bearer 
and a kettle-drum. This was because the Captain 
who arrived this morning went off to camp at 
Muttirusa Pillai’s Choultry to see the Governor 
without his despatches, and, as they have to be 
read in Council, the Governor has come here. 
After the despatches had been read, he returned to 
camp at half-past five, with his guard. The news 
brought by the Europe letter is [ ]. 

^ Sh.e was La Gibhle, Her news xaust have been only tbe arrival of 
Pouyet at '^be Isles and tbe depaxtiire of Albert’s fleet for tibe Indies, 



1748] 


ANAIWA RANCfA HLLAI. 


321 


Wednesday, Januanj 17 d — At seven this morn’ng, 
after my cold rice, I went to the Fort, and while I 
was speaking with the Second, it was reported that 
some ships were in sight. With the help of a tele- 
scope they were mride out to be six ships and a 
sloops, showing English colours. Seven guns were 
fired at once fi’om the corner battery. The Govern- 
or heard them when he was beyond Tfikkandmp§.k- 
kam, and, knowing what they meant, at once ordered 
his troops and baggage to retreat. He himself 
arrived at Pondichery at half-past eleven, with M. 
Paradis and fifty horse. The soldiers and the 
baggage came in parties one after the other. He 
did not persevere and see what could be done in 
spite of the ships’ arrival ; and we must believe that 
the English are destined to keep Fort St. David. 
M. Dupleix should have considered all possibilities 
before he set out, and has shown little foresight in 
this affair. He believed everything that Madame’s 
spies told her ; and so the master himself has gone 
out and returned ingloriously from Tfikkanimp^k- 
kam. When M. de Bury and M. de Latour were sent, 
they entered the enemy’s bounds, seized the batteries, 
occupied the Company’s Garden, plundered Tirup- 
p^ppuliyfir, and drove the enemy into Cuddalore ; 
and then, when those in the Fort were flying to 
their ships and were about to set sail, the French 


^ 7tlx Tai, Prabhara, 

* On January Oriffiu arri-ved at Port St. David with the 
Mary^ Winchester, Fearl, Bomlay Oastl^^ and Bone^ta sloop. 
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ated. But now, •without even doing so much as 
the master himself went out and has come hack 
TlikkanS,mp^kkam, why no one knows. Two 
before he set out, I received a oadjan letter, 
Lg that the Commodore had been asked to 
•n with his squadron of five or six ships, that 
as sailing hither, and that ^00 soldiers would 
arrive on board a ship. When I reported this, 
iswered, ‘ Tour news is false. The Commo- 
has written that he is sailing with his squadron 
e northward, that he cannot return, and that 
jarrison in the Fort must do the best it can.’ 
cles this, he said that Mr. Morse had been con- 
d in consultation and that he had advised the 
to be surrendered as Madras had been, since 
3 "was no other means of safety, in consequence 
^hich the English were already removing their 
is. The Covemor did not pause to consider 
bher Mr. Morse was likely to have said such a 
r or not, but, relying altogether on Madame’s 
3 and believing it to be entirely true, he 
ihed against Fort St. David inconsiderately, and 
nsiderately returned. Everyone is continually 
ing jests at his expense, and indeed it is plain 
none can earn respect who follows a woman’s 
isel. [ 

•] 

Friday, January 19. ^ — To-day the detachment, 
jh came from Madras with M. Goupil ^ and other 


^ Tai, Prabhay*i». 


^ Captain of GrenadierSt 
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Europeans, returned thither ; also the frigate which 
brought news of the Europe ships was ordered to 
sail to meet them and acoompanj them hither. 

Saturday, January 20. ^ — To-day [_ 3 

peons arrived from Y^ttavalam with two horsemen. 
They were assigned batta and quarters. 

I got news from D^vaniyaka Ohetti of Porto 
Novo that the KirikSl detachment has returned 
thither'*, but that the English have sent a boat and 
seized the four sick men that were left behind at 
Porto Novo. I reported this news to the Governor. 

I will now enter the camp news that Appu 
Mudah (who accompanied the troops) sent me daily 
from the 14th instant. 'January Ik. — To-day the 
preparations were completed and the troops march- 
ed to AriySnkuppam. They were at once drawn up 
to the sound of the drum ; M. Paradis, M. Pichard®, 
and one or two other Europeans were proclaimed 
as the commanders, and the troops were ordered to 
obey them as such. They were halted at St. Paul’s 
Church, and horse were sent out to see whether any 


1 10th. Tai, Prabhava. 

* Under Villeon. Apparently he maiched overland to Porto Novo 
and, theie hearing of Dapleix’ retreat, withdrew to K4nkiL Le JRtche to 
VupleisOf January 19 and 20, 1748. (P, JR — No S3,') Of p. 328 infra, 

® A JUdii of this name was appointed to the Company’s service 
m 1741 and was wishing to resitn in 1747 (Compapme an Cons 
November 25, 1741, P.ft.— No. S, and Cons, 8 wp. a la Compagme, January 
31, 1747, 7), He subsequently distinguished himself in the 

siege of Pondiohery as lieutenant of Dragoons (JSazelle, op. c%t, 179 
and 341). i ooujectura him to be the person here mentioned 5 but, it I 
am right, he must have been recognised as an officer merely, not as one 
of the commanders* 
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of tlie enemy’s horse or foot were on the road. 
They went as far as Marikrishnlpuram and returned 
without seeing any. Then a hundred men with 
spades were sent to fill up the channels and level the 
road. When this had been done for ten miles, they 
returned. Then the officers asked whether the coo- 
lies and bullocks were ready to move the baggage. 
I inquired, and reported that the cattle which had 
been moving baggage for the last four days could 
not proceed. When they asked why, I explained 
that both coolies and bullocks had returned to 
Pondichery as soon as they had been unloaded. 
The Governor grew extremely angry with those in 
charge, and wrote to you,^ on which you collected 
them and sent them back. They have arrived safely. 
— January 15 . — The troops drew out at four this 
morning on the sounding of the drums, but it was 
nearly seven before they marched off, and the 
Governor marched only after seeing that all the 
troops and baggage were on the move. M. Paradis 
and a few other Europeans were in advance. 
When they had crossed the OhunSmbSr and 
mounted the sand hills on the beach by Pfiran§.n- 
kuppam, they reported that seven Europe ships were 
lying in the Fort St. David roads. As a ship and 
a bloop arrived there to-day, ^ they thought there 
were sevfm and thus reported it. The Governor 
believed them and was considering what to do when 


^ i,e* Eanica Pillai to whom this report was addressed. 

• The Danbury and the Sea Bures from Bengal and Vizagapat<^m. 
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lie heard two guns at Pondichery. At once he 
sent two of the French borse to Ariy^nkuppam and 
Pondiohery to inquire the news, and himself went 
to Pfiran§.nkuppam, with four or five Europeans 
and a guard of fifty horse and fifty military. There 
he saw with a telescope that there were only a ship 
and a sloop besides the ship ^ that was already there, 
and learnt the error of the first report. Then turn- 
ing to the north he saw a ship off Pondichery, and 
watched it closely for a while to see what it was. 
Presently he saw a white flag, and announced it 
joyfully. Soon after a letter about the ship came 
from M. Legou. The troops were then ordered to 
halt at Muttirusa Pillai’s Choultry, and the Governor 
returned thither from the sea-shore. On bis way he 
heard a tumult in Ling§.reddipi.laiyam, and sent some 
sepoys and horse to find out what the matter was. 
They found that some Coffrees and military, along 
with some palankin-boys, had been plundering, 
pulling down the houses, and causing a great uproar. 
The plunderers were ordered to be seized, but all had 
run off except one palankin-boy. He was given a 
good, beating and left there. When the Governor 
rejoined the troops, he proclaimed the good news 
that many ships were coming. The soldiers and 
oflBcers, who were drawn up in order, at once waved 
their hats and shouted Vive le roi, vive le roi. While 
they were thus shouting for joy, another letter came 
from Pondichery about the arrival of the ship ; and 


^ The ahip was the Harwich, 
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people say that sixteen ships with large reinforce- 
ments are near at hand. After taking some food, 
the Governor set out for Pondichery at three 
o’clock to read the letters of the packet in Council. 
He returned to camp at seven, and, after dinner, at 
eight he told me to write to you. I wrote accord- 
ingly and sent the letter by a sepoy trooper with the 
Governor’s pass for his admission into the town. 
The trooper was too stupid to shout at the gate, 
produce his pass and get admittance, and returned 
saying the guards refused to open the gate. I did 
not report this at once as it was too late for me to 
disturb the Governor . — January 16 . — The drums 
beat this morning at four o’clock. I reported the 
matter of the trooper last night, and the Governor 
ordered me to send the letter at once by another 
trooper, and I did so. The army then moved off, 
and on the march several bullocks dropped with 
their loads of cannon-balls, tents and gunpowder. 
Every time that he saw this, the Governor got out 
of his palankin, and saw that nothing was left 
behind. We reached Tt.kkan§.mptkkam at eleven, 
and there all went to their respective stations to 
prepare their food. Meanwhile a Br&hman, said 
to be a spy, was brought before the Governor and 
ordered to be sent to Pondichery. There was 
some disturbance in the camp at half-past four. 
As usual, an advance guard of twenty sepoys was 
posted about half a mile in front of the camp. 
They suddenly saw ten English troopers not far off. 
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on.’ the road by the babool thicket on the "way to 
Bdhhr. When the advance guard gave the alarm, 
their supports and the other out-posts ran to join 
them. We could see them running, but did not 
know why. The bazaar-people fell at once into 
confusion. The drums beat to arms and the 
troops drew out; and then we heard that the 
enemy had run away. In consequence of this alarm, 
the outposts are to be strengthened at night. The 
sepoy patrol seized two men at seven o’clock this 
evening. They said they were treasury peons of 
Mir S3.hib’s from Tiruviti, sent to collect money 
from the villages and each had a chit. But the 
chits were found to contain only the names of the 
•villages and the amounts due in chakrams ^ and 
fanams, without any signature. The men were 
therefore arrested on suspicion and carried before 
the Governor, who also suspected them of being 
spies and ordered them to be tied to two trees and 
given ten stripes each. Then they were questioned. 
One was found to have four or five lead bullets, 
which were believed to be English. They were 
then beaten severely, threatened, and again ques- 
tioned. Bat they still declared that they were Mir 
Sthib’s people, and said we could make inquiries 
and if they were found to lie their heads might be 
cut off. They were given into the custody of the 

^ A gold coin current at this time in the southern parts of the Madras 
Presidency, valued at rather more than half a pagoda. Of, Registry du 
Cons, 8oVfV. i* 31 and Wheeler’s Madra$ in th& Olden Time (ed. 1882} 
p, 309, 
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sepoy commandaTit . — January 17 . — The troops 
were drawn up in marching order. When we 
were four miles south-west of TdkkanSmpakkam, 
we heard the sound of two guns from Pondichery. 
The troops were instantly halted and commanded 
to be silent. They did so. The G-OTernor read 
the letter written by the Secretary, M. Boyellean,’^ 
and said that we should soon hear five or six guns ; 
and it proved so. He was greatly troubled. Per 
five or six minutes he sat motionless on his horse. 
Then he dismounted. He clenched his fists and 
stamped upon the ground. He exclaimed, “ Never 
was anything so unlucky I It is just the same as 
last time I” Then he called the Major and other 
officers, and ordered a retreat. Getting into his 
palankin, he went on a short distance, and then 
he got down under a tree and took some bread and 
a glass of wine. After that he got in again, and 
went about three miles towards Pondichery with 
his guard and a few Europeans. Then he halted 
to write a letter to the troops that had marched 
from Kftriki.1 to Porto Novo; after which he 
returned direct to Pondichery. For these last four 
days, the discipline of the soldiers, the brisk 
marching of the infantry, and the good order of 
the baggage have been admirable. The mere sight 
of them would have struck terror into the minds 


^ Banga Pillai writes ‘ Pedai’hthalum ’ wkioli elsewhere indicates 
Barthelemy, but BoveIl«au is evidently meant. 

* Befetring to griffin’s appearance wMoh prevented Paradip’ attach;. 
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of the enemy. All were full of zeal, including the 
K6muttis, Chettisand even the coolies. On the 
march the army was like a flood of people — there 
must have been 10,000 men altogether. I have 
omitted matters of no consequence. On the march 
and when he alighted, if the villagers came and 
complained that their crops were being damaged, 
the Governor at once sent sepoys with proper 
orders and satisfied the people with a present of four 
or five rupees. The former expeditions were not 
one-eighth as well managed as this; and it is 
entirely due to M. Dupleix, who cared nothing about 
what he ate or when he slept, ate the same food 
as the men, and took no thought for his personal 
comfort.’^ 

Wednesday, January 24. * — When I was with the 
Governor this morning, he said, ‘ Send for the 
renters of the out- villages, Olukarai, Murungam- 
pdkkam, and Ariyinkuppam, and make them agree 
to pay the rent up to December 1747 in paddy.’ I 
sent for them accordingly, and told them they were 
to supply paddy to the value of 4,000 pagodas, for 
their rents up to December. They said they would 
consider the matter and reply presently. 

Four ships sailed into the road from the north- 
ward at ten this morning. As they showed no 
colours, our people mistook them for French, and 
hoisted the French flag. The ships then put out 


^ Here end A^ppu Mndali’s reports to Eanga i’lllai. 
® 14th. Tai, Prabhava. 
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English colours and sailed on to the southward.^ At 
noon departed this life Gavinivisa Mudali. He •was 
son of Tambusw&nii Mudali, and brother-in-law of 
Kanakar%a Mudali, and was employed at the Beach® 
in the place of KSsava Ayyan. He was buried in 
•the cemetery at eight this evening. 

About four o’clock this afternoon images were 
carried in procession by Kanakarlya Mudab’s house 
out to Olukarai, for the feast of the church which 
he built there 

Thursday, Januaiy 25 * — There is no news to- 
day. Labshmanan, son of Muttayya Pillai, has been 
very sick for the last two months. As his pulse 
was feeble, and he was growing cold and hardly 
able to dx-aw his breath, and as the doctors said he 
could not live, the rite of purification® was perform- 
ed about the time of the evening gun. He died 
at half-past four in the night. He was P^pM’s 
husband, and the adopted son of Muttayya Pillai, 
the son of Yengu Pillai. 

Friday, January 26 .^ — This morning, it being 
ifekfldasi,’ the body was carried to the burning 
ground after nine, and then we returned [ ]. 

^ These were some of the shipping which leaohed Bala&oie in Decem- 
ber and brought out Stringer Lawrence as Major with a considerable 
number of recruits. 

* i.s., in the Sea Onstom-honse. 

^ See Finson’e Lea Franqaig dana Vinde, p. xviii. 

^ 15th Tai, Prabhava. 

® In expiation of the sins of the dying man. It consists in the giving 
of alms and the epiinkling of water. 

^ 16th Tai, Prabhava. 

7 The eleventh day after the new and after the full moon — one of 
the dies nefusti *of the Hindus, 
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Saturday, January — This morning we went 

to the burning ground to pour milk over the a'^hes, 
and returned at eight. At noon I performed the 
rite of retying the turban.^ 

To-day Ei.roaliDga Ohetti, younger brother of 
Sittambala Ohetti, the Company’s merchant, cleaned 
his teeth at the tank at seven and went to the 
flower-garden to gather flowers for worship. There 
he suddenly fell down, his breath failed and he 
swooned ; and he died as he was being carried to his 
house. 

As M. Choisy® had died at Masulipatam, his wife 
went to Yflndm, and, after getting in her property, 
sailed on a Dutch ship to Pulicat where she landed. 
She wrote that she was coming on to Pondichery 
and might be expected to-day. Consequently the 
west wing of the Qomernpment was got ready for 
her, and the Governor himself went out to meet 
her as far as Kottakuppam and Nainiya Pillai’s 
Choultry. He waited there till six, and, as she 
had not then arrived, he sent peons on to my 
Chonltry to get news of her and himself returned 
to Pondichery. Madame Choisy arrived at the 
Governor’s house at seven, and they embraced and 
condoled with her. 


1 l7th Tai, Prabhava. 

® Among: Sftdpas the funeral rites continue for sixteen days, during: 
wbiob rime no turban should be worn. But when necessary, the tirhan 
may be letied after the milk ceremony. In the latter ease none the less 
the turban must be relied again with the proper ceremonies on the com- 
pletion of the funeral rites* 

® See p, 196 sapra. 
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News came by letter that Lakshmipati, younger 
brother of Sungu S^shfichala Chetti, died yesterday 
at Ouddalore. As it was Ektdasi, he ate some rice 
cakes ; at night he went several times to the stool, 
became unconscious, and died. 

This afternoon, after my food, I lay down, and, 
as I felt heavy when I awoke, I did not go out in the 
evening. At eight o’clock the head-writer of the 
Choultry came and told me the following story : — 
The Governor sent for R^machandra Ayyan 
from the Beach and ordered him to purchase all the 
grain landed to-day, yesterday and the day before. 
He also sent for the merchants in charge of the 
paddy, and told them to sell it at the market rate 
which, he said, was four great measures [for the 
fanam]. He then sent for the head-writer of the 
Custom House, and said that from to-morrow paddy 
was to be sold at four great or eight small mea- 
sures for the fanam, instead of three great measures 
and a half or seven small measures. The head- 
writer answered that if the price was thus lowered 
grain would become scarce, for merchants would 
cease to import it, fearing that it would be bought 
by the Company at low rates, and he begged the 
Governor not to fix the price thus. But the 
Governor said, ‘ Wh?re else can they take their 
paddy to? They must bring it here. You don’t 
understand the matter, and need not perplex your- 
self over it.’ The manager said, ‘ It is well,’ and 
so came to tell me of it. 
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To-day four or five Kavarais ^ — Singiri, Lakshayi. 
E^manayyan and others — brought samples of wheat, 
and said that Annapflrna Ayyan had fifty or sixty 
pallas * at LllltpSttai and Arcot which he would sell at 
4f Madras current pagodas ® per pnlla ; the cost 
of conveyance to Pondichery, they said, would be 
2f rupees a bag. I examined the samples, and 
gave the men an advance of 32 rupees. I also wrote 
at once to Muttu Pillai and Tirumalai Pillai at 
L§,lS,p§ttai telling them to forward in well-tied bags 
all that was weighed to them. I also sent two 
peons to bring the wheat by the best road. 

Sunday, January S8J — As I was going to the 
Governor’s this morning, I met Appu Mudali and 
Tytgu. They told me that the Governor said he 
was very pleased to hear of the birth of my son, 
but asked why I had not told him about it. They 
answered that I had not mentioned it at the time 
because he was about to march against Fort St. 
David, and that I had said nothing about it since 
because I thought he must have heard by other 
means. He answered, ‘ Eangappan was praying for 
a son, and now God has fulfilled his desire.’ About 
the death of my son-in-law Lakshmana Pillai, he 
said, ‘ It was a pity he did not say what was the 


1 A sub-diTisiou of the Ghettl caste, speaking Telngn. See Thnrs- 
toa’s Gastes and, Tribes^ lii, 263. 

® See p. 30 supra, 

8 Not the ‘ Madras Pagoda,* which oircnlared maxulj in the North- 
ern Oiroars, but the can eat (or Star) pagoda of Madras. 

4 18th Tai, Prabhdva. 
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matter witli him; but Raugappan need not mourn 
over that matter now.’ He added, ‘Rangappa’s 
younger brother, Tiruv^ngadam, is good for nothing. 
He is always running after women, has got diseased, 
and does no business at all.’ I heard the same story 
from Peddu NSyakkan who told me all that passed 
yesterday between the Governor and Appu Mudali. 

When I went into the hall, the Governor was 
busy, so I went out to where T&nappa Mudali was 
sifting near the sentry, and talked with him. Then 
the Governor sent for me. He asked what the 
cad j an was that I was carrying. 1 told him it was 
an estimate of the produce of the out-villages. 
‘ That’s right,’ he said, and continued, ‘ I hear 
that your son-in-law had a fistula, but said nothing 
about it, and died of gangrene ; is that so ? ’ — 
‘ Yes,* I answered, ‘ but he lived as long as he was 
destined to.’ — ‘Perhaps,’ he answered, ‘but none 
the less it was foolish to conceal it. However God 
has blessed you with a son to console you for your 
daughter’s death," to inherit your goods and main- 
tain the prosperity of your family. But why did 
you not tell me ?’ — I said, ‘ I did not tell you 
because you were busy with the expedition against 
Fort St. David. The child has been born to wor- 
ship you and serve you as your slave.’ He smiled, 
but answered, ‘ You ought to have told me the very 
day he was born.’ 

He then went to speak to his wife, and, when 
he came back, asked how many garse of paddy 
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the out- villages would produce. ‘At present,’ I 
said, ‘ we cannot reckon on more than 130. The 
out-turn may he greater, and, were it not for the 
dry crops, we should expect more. Some also must 
be set aside for seed and the cost of cultivation, 
and only the remainder can be measured to the 
Company.’ — ‘ Very well,’ he said, ‘but you must 
settle the price.’ I said it should be settled as be 
was pleased to order. ‘ No,’ he answered, ‘ I know 
nothing about it ; you must fix it as you see fit.’ 
I said I would send for the inhabitants and report 
what they had to say. 

He then asked, ‘ How many children have you 
had ? and how many are living now ? ’ I told him 
that of four daughters the two eldest had died and 
two were alive, together with my son who had been 
born to serve as his slave. He asked me again and 
again why I had not told him of the birth of my son. 
I answered as I had answered before, that he was 
busy preparing for the expedition against Fort St. 
David. Nevertheless he repeated the question twice, 
thrice, and even four times — why, I cannot tell. 
He then asked the news of Fort St. David, and 
again said, ‘ God has consoled you for the death 
of your son-in-law.’ I answered with a compliment. 

When we had spoken thus for a while, I asked 
if it would not be well to send off the peons and 
others who had been sent in from V^ttavalam. He 
told me to send them back, paying them at the rate 
of a fanam each, and giving the matchlock-people 
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two yards of broad-clotli eacii as well ; also to write 
a complimentary letter to the PandSri of V^tta- 
valam, saying that a present should be sent later 
on ; but, he added, the peons need not wait for that. 
I said it should be done, and then reported that 
TambichijS. Pillai and Viswapati Ayyar of TJdai- 
ySrpIlaiyam were sending two hundred Bondilis^. 
He ordered me to send people to tell them to return, 
and to be sure to see that the V^ttavalam people 
got their batta as ordered. I said it should be 
done, and came home for food. 

To-night I sent for the V^ttavalam horsemen 
and matchlock-people and gave them their batta, 
which amounted to a rupee each, and the presents, 
as had been ordered. The AyyangSr and peons from 
Tambichiyi Pillai of UdaiyS,rpSlaiyam were simi- 
larly paid and told to return at once. 

Monday, January — This morning I went to 
the Fort and asked M. Cornet when he would be 
ready to bale the hundred corge of blue cloth and 
the dressed white cloth.^ He said that the Second 
was not well, but that the cloth should be baled as 
soon as he came into town, in a day or two. 

M. Lucas objected to a receipt of his for 360 
rupees — one of those given for the 3,360 rupees he 


^ Men of reputed Bajpufc descent from Bnndelonnd See Thurston’s 
Oastes and Tri&es, i, 257. 

® 19 fh Tai, Piabhava. 

* Cloth was usually washed, bleached and starched before being 
packed for Europe, 
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received in all at LS,lS,p^ttai. This receipt had not 
been signed by him, presumably by oversight. I 
pointed out that th.e receipt was written out in his 
own hand, and so no objection ought to be raised 
even if it did not bear his signature. One or two 
Europeans agreed with what I said, and at last 
M. Lucas himself agreed. I also pointed out that 
the country people would not ask for his signature if 
he wrote out the receipt himself, and that he had 
actually written ten lines. Although he had with- 
drawn his objection, I said 1 would take the receipt 
to the Governor and return it to him afterwards, 
when we would settle the balance in pagodas. 

I then went to the Governor’s house, and on my 
way met a peon coming to fetch me. The Governor 
asked whether the blue cloth had been sent to the 
Fort. M. Cornet said that a hundred corge of blue 
cloth had been received and that the white cloth 
was ready dressed. The Governor then asked how 
much paddy had been bought according to his 
orders. I told him, ten garse. He said, ‘ I don’t 
expect much will be brought in, for ten days or so, 
as we have ordered Kir paddy to be sold at four 
great measures and Samb^ at three and a half. 
Merchants will not like selling at a measure more 
than before, and they will take ten days or so to get 
over it,’ I answered that it was true. He then 
asked what the price of paddy was likely to be this 
year. I answered that I expected it to sell at about 
five great measures. He agreed with me. M. Cornet 
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and M. Poroher^ then said that they were not will- 
ing to sell their paddy from the northward. I 
answered seyerely that it should be measured now 
and that they could settle the price with the 
Grovernor afterwards. The G-ovemor said sooth- 
ingly, ‘ Don’t be hard on them ; they will sell of 
their own accord at the market-price.’ 

M. Cornet had brought to the Governor a Telugu 
letter which M. Boyelleau received from Madras this 
morning, signed by Periyambala Chetti, Amma- 
yappa Ohetti, and Tdndavar^ya Chetti, the gumastas 
of the Company’s merchants at Madras, reporting the 
amount of cotton they had bought. The Governor 
gave it to me, directing me to get it signed by the 
Company’s merchants and then to deliver it to 
M. Cornet. I said I would see to it, and gave the 
letter to M. Cornet, saying 1 would bring the 
Company’s merchants to him. 

When M. Cornet had taken his leave, the 
Governor again called me and asked what was the 
Port St. David news. I said that there were in the 
roads fourteen ships and some sloops * ; that some 
Europeans had been landed ® ; and that they were 
now strengthening their works. ‘ Where is Mutta- 
yappan and what is he doing now ? ’ he then asfeed. 

1 Foroher, who had been in the French Company’s service, was allowed 
to return as a free merchant to India in 1739. Za Oompagme am Gons» 
Sup September 26, 1739. (P.B. — No. 6 ) 

® There were the ships of Griffin’s squadron, reinforced by three fresh 
ships from England, together with three Company’s ships from England 
via Bengal. 

* There were 84 recruits for Fort St. Dayid on the Company’s ships. 
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I said lie "was at UtramaMr, very feeble and blind. 
He observed, ‘ I remember being told last night that 
he had died.’ — ‘ Those who deserve your displeasure 
deserve to die,’ I said. He then said, ‘ Some one 
told me he has no son and that his adopted son 
also is dead. Who is the heir ? ’ I said he had no 
relations on his father’s side, but that he could adopt 
some one. ‘ But he is the notary and village 
accountant; who will succeed to the post P ’ he asked. 
— ‘ I wonder he has not already adopted an heir,’ 
I answered. He inquired if he had really mort- 
gaged his house and property to the St. Paul’s 
priests ; and when I said he had, the Governor 
exclaimed, ‘ M. Dulaurens is a rascal ; like master, 
like man ! ’ and said other abusive things. He then 
asked where Xandan was. I said he was at his 
native place, spending extravagantly all he had got. 
The Governor said, ‘ Ill-gotten gains never prosper ; 
he will spend as he got.’ I said, ‘He is not the 
only one. All those who made their fortunes at 
Madras will do the same.’ — ‘ Ho doubt,’ the Gov- 
ernor answered. 

I then reminded him that sometime ago HawSb 
Anwar-ud-din Khfin had written about the Madras 
rent, and that a year’s rent should be sent to him. 
He at once sent for Friell, and asked him about it. 
Eriell in turn asked me. I said I was not sure 
whether it was eleven or twelve hundred pagodas,^ 


t was of course 1,200 paffodas* 
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but that hroad-oloth, rosewater and proyisions should 
be sent along with it, besides dusturi for the writers 
and servants,^ according to the Naw&b’s letter. . 
The Goyemor ordered me to haye a letter written to 
M. Barthelemy, asking him to examine the English 
records and say what should be sent. Accordingly 
I got a letter written by M. Bertrand; it was 
signed and sealed by the Goyernor ; and I sent it 
off to Madras. I also wrote to Gul9.b Singh, asking 
him to tell me how much the rent and dusturi really 
were. 1 sent this off by one of the two men who 
came from Arcot ; and then came home. 

When I went to my nut-godown this eyening, 
Chinna Parasur^a PiUai, M8.riyappa Mudali, YirS, 
NS,yakkan, and K^layarS,ya Kumara PiUai came to 
tell me that writer T^ndayar&ya PiUai was dying. 
They brought with them T^ndayar%a PUlai’s man, 
Muttukumara PUlai, made him prostrate himself 
before me, and begged that he might be giyen the 
post. I said, ‘ God is merciful ; nothing can be 
done but by His will.’ Chinna ParasurSma PiUai 
besought me with tears, saying, ‘ You brought me 
up and made me what I am ; do now the same for 
this man.’ Again I said, ‘ God will protect him,’ 
and dismissed them. But they said, ‘ TtndayarSya 
PiUai wiU haye died before we can return.’ So I 
sent them away with a little encouragement, saying, 

‘ What God wills, men cannot hinder.’ I then came 


* Tte Kanango’g amy. See p. 261, supro. 
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tome ; and after it was midnight Mnraga Pillai 
came to me and asked that the appointment might 
be made as they desired, and they would give some- 
thing. Then Muttayya Pillai, the son of the Amim- 
pStai^ came, and begged with many fine words 
that the appointment might be given to himself. 
Lastly at half-past three K8,lavarfiya Kumara Pillai 
and VirS. Nfiyakkan were sent to say that both I 
and the Governor should profit if the post were 
given to Muttayya Pillai. I only answered, ‘ If God 
wills, it will be done,’ and so dismissed them with 
hope. They expected me to take their bribes, not 
knowing my purpose. But in this affair [ 

]• 

Tuesday, January 30 J — As the Second is unwell, 
I visited him this morning. After I had inquired 
after his health, we discussed the town affairs. He 
told me that thirty or forty corge of stout long- 
cloth, nine kfils ® wide, were wanted at the hospital, 
and should be obtained from Udaiy^rpAlaiyam as 
the weavers used coarse yarn there. I said it 
would be dangerous bringing them thence ; but he 
only said, ‘ Let VM Ohetti get them.’ I thought it 
would be unwise to argue the matter, and so agreed. 

^ I am not sure whether this is correct or whether it should he * son 
of Arumpl,tai Pillai.’ But I believe the form adopted in the text to be the 
correct rendering. In a letter of 1759 De Leyrit writes, * Les ordres du 
Ministre oonoernant PArombat5 paraissent ne regarder que votre arm^e 
et ne peuvent avoir lieu poor la ville od il eat n^cessaire qu’il y ait un 
Serivain mir qui ait le dUail des dipemea. La famille de Vinaiquen en 
est oharg5 depuxs plus de quatre-vingt ans.’ {M4m(nre pourLeyrit p. 362), 

^ 20th Tai, Prabhava. 

3 Kdl was 240 threads of the war|>. 
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Then I went to the Governor’s. After report- 
ing as usual the choultry news, I announced the 
death of the writer, Kddam T^ndavarS,ya Pillai. I 
said, ‘ Originally the appointment was in the hands 
of the Chief DiibSsh, hut, after KanakarSya Mudali’s 
dismissal and when Guruva Pillai was in Europe, 
there was no Chief Dubdsh for three or four years. 
So the pay of the ArumpS.tai and of Adiyap^da 
P illai -was borne by the Company. Ever since then 
the Chief DubS,sh has not paid these people. "When 
Guruva Pillai was dubtsh for a couple of years 
after his return from Europe, no change was made, 
as he received many presents and did not trouble 
about small matters. When Kanakar§,ya . Mudali 
succeeded Guruva Pillai, he thought at first that he 
could do nothing till his appointment had been 
confirmed in Europe ; and afterwards he took his 
brokerage and secret profits as well, and thought he 
would rather not have the writer to pay out of his 
own profits. So he also did nothing, for he oared 
for nothing but his gain. I do not ask that 
matters should be put upon their old footing. The 
man who now has the post may be kept,^ but I 
think you should receive something and he should 
be given an order of appointment. But I do not 
ask that matters should be as they were at the time 
when Nainiya Pidai was imprisoned and during the 


^ This appears to me obscure, for the matter was the appointment of 
a successor to the deceased TUndarar^ya Pillai. Perhaps the latter had 
been sio]^ for soipe t^me and his son-in-law had been acting: for hi^if^. 
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two years of KaiiakarS,ya Mudali’s first duMsh- 
sliip.’ He answered that he would do as I proposed. 

‘ Very well. Sir,’ I said ; ‘ then we will appoint the 
son-in-law and arrange for a suitable present for 
you.’ Again he said, ‘ All right ; do as you like.’ 

Then M. Delarche came and said that the paddy- 
merchants were complaining that they could not 
sell at eight measures, although he had told them 
that the price of paddy in the outside villages 
should not be taken into consideration ; and he 
added that they would sustain severe losses. The 
Governor only smiled. 

Then we spoke of the northern news — Bh§.ji 
RSo’s preparing 100,000 horse to attack NizS.m-ul- 
mulk, the latter’s sending to treat for peace and 
summoning NSrsir Jang to join him ; and ]SrS.slr 
Jang’s taking Mahfuz Kh8,n with him. Then the 
Governor said, ‘ Ranga PiUai, tell TarwS,di to give 
me a bill on Delhi for sixty or seventy thousand 
rupees, payable when the sanad for the jaghir has 
been issued and sent to us,^ otherwise not payable. 
Speak to him and let me know what he asks.’ I said 
1 would do so. I will write later on what happened 
this afternoon. 

To-night I heard that Muttayya Pillai (the son 
of the Arumptltai) and Ariyappa MudaH both spoke 
to Varlim, Madame’s dubish, and arranged that he 


^ I do not know to wkat this can refer unless to a confirmation by 
tbe Moghul of the proposed exchange of Madras for Tilliyanallfir and 
Valudivdr. 
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should persuade Madame to get Muttayja Pillai 
appointed to Kddam Tiudavar&ya Pillai’ s post of 
writer. They proxnised that presents should he 
given to the Governor and Madame, and to VarMm 
himself. They said they would have spoken to me 
about the matter, but that they knew that I should 
take Chinna Parasurlman’s side. Yarlfim promised 
to help them. I will note later the name of the man 
who told me this. 

Wednesday, January 31 } — I went to the Gov- 
ernor’s at eight this morning, and, having made my 
salaam, went and sat down near the sentinel. 
At nine the head Custom-house writer, Muruga 
Pillai, came and reported the news. The Governor 
said, ‘ In future, report all this to Eanga Pillai, and 
not to me.’ The writer then salaamed, and, 
coming to where I was seated, told me what the 
Governor had ordered. I said, ‘Very well,’ and, 
going in, salaamed to the Governor a second time, 
and then sat down again at a little distance. 

Presently VirS NIyakkan and the NayinS,r came 
and told me that the screen of palmyra trees 
interlaced with coconut and palmyra leaves, at 
the back of the Capuchins’ Church (which is being 
rebuilt) had caught Sre, that the fire had spread to 
the altar which was near, and that the image and 
the pictures had all been burnt. I reported this to 
the Governor, who only said, ‘ We can’t help it.’ 
We shall see what evil this portends. 


^ 2Iftt PxarbliaYa. 
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FIBRUARY 1748. 

Thursday, February 1 } — When 1 ■went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he said, ‘ Why have yon 
not yet interpreted to me Imi,m S§.hib’s letter ? ’ 
I answered, ‘ MadanSnda Pandit has eaten nothing 
for three days, and only yesterday was allowed to 
eat anything. He will come here to-day.’ — ‘ He is 
not dead, too, is he ? ’ he asked. — ‘ I was going to 
keep the letter back,’ I answered, ‘till he came 
to-morrow, so that its contents might be kept 
secret ® ; but he is coming now.’ And as we were 
thus speaking he came, and was ordered to read and 
interpret the letter, which was as follows : — 

‘I have received your letter and rejoiced at 
its contents, I have received the copper and other 
things sent by Khizi Av9,y SS.hib, for which my 
son Hasan ’Ali Kh^n gave a signed and sealed 
receipt. In the Nizam’s court and public assemblies 
they speak much of your valour, power, and glory. 
Your conquest of Madras and settlement of the 
province, and the glory you have obtained thereby, 
are noised through all the Deccan and Hindustan, 
and in Delhi it is said that you have done such 
things as could scarce have been performed by the 
Emperor, the King of Kings. God will favour 
you with more victories still , I am told you are 


1 22nd Tai, Prabhava. 

2 Eanga Pillai, it appears, could understand bnt not read Peisian, 
0/ ii, 93 9u^a, 
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increasing your people ; but what need is there ? 
Since I look upon your loss as mine, so I write to 
you. Your people at Madras still refuse to restore 
my goods. Had you known, I am sure there would 
have been no delay ; therefore I ask that you will 
order your people to let them go. Among them are 
goods that belong to NawS.b N^slr Jang. There has 
been great complaint about your having stopped 
them, so be pleased to release the goods in my 
house at Madras and repay the private debt of 
25,000 pagodas that you owe me.^ Please also 
send a hundred candies of lead and four shoulder- 
loads of the best wine you have. I have received 
your account of the rents and revenues of the 
villages in the ValudUvOr and Villiyanalldr coun- 
tries. Ni,slr Jang is expected soon. When he 
comes, we will arrange to send the sanad as desired. 
Send us some coffee. WTien the NizS.m heard of the 
palankin that you gave to Avty SShib, he inquired 
about it. I wrote to him that between your affairs 
and mine there was no difference, and that a 
palankin should be obtained for him. He may 
write to you about it. Also he has sent for N§.slr 
Jang to come at once. N§,slr Jang has answered 
that he will do so.’ 

All this was duly reported save what is said about 
the repayment of the 25,000 pagodas. 


^ This debt seems to have dated from 1739 when Imdm S^hib lent the 
French 60,000 pagodas and 1740 when he lent them a further 40,000. 
Cons* Swp. d U Compagmej September 30, 1740, (P,B. — No* 6,) 
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Then M. Auger came and said that the captain 
f the English ship^ that anchored here yesterday 
ad sent two boats with some Europeans to seize 
le masula-boat which was towing some beams of 
jak down from Sadras and that the timber there- 
)re was being brought ashore ; and he desired that 
ime military or sepoys might be sent to protect 
. Shaikh Ibrihim who was there was at once 
rdered to take all the sepoys stationed up to the 
orthern barrier in the Bound-hedge, and to prevent 
le English from landing and capturing the masula- 
oat. He was told to fire upon the boats, and 
romised a reinforcement. Shaikh Ibrdhlm said he 
oiild do this and took his leave. The Governor 
imself went down to the beach, and sent off fifty 
[ah6 sepoys with six extra muskets. 

Hearing that the masula-boat with the timber 
ad put ashore near my choultry, Shaikh Ibr&him 
'ent thither with the Mah4 sepoys. On seeing 
lem, the oflScer with the boats fired four times at 
lem ; but three shots fell short on the sand and 
le fourth went over the peons’ heads. Then flags 
ere ran up on the ship and the boats were signalled 
) return. They considered the matter, and, having 
arried off the fish that some fishermen had with 
aem, the two boats returned to the ship. When 
le Governor heard this, he ordered coolies to be 
3 nt to bring in the timber and the sepoys to guard 
, until it had all been brought ashore. 


^ This seems to have heen the Eltham* 
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This evening a letter was brought to me, written 
by ArumpS.tai Muttayya Pillai and Ariyappa 
Mndali to Varlim. I read it and gave it back. 
It said ; ‘ If with Madame’ s help you get the matter 
settled, you shall reap tbe fruit of the happy news 
that you will have to give.’ Thus they wrote 
subtly, and added that they would not mind even 
if the afPair cost a little more than had been agreed 
upon, for they desired it to be arranged and hoped 
they would be able to compliment Varlam on his 
success, news of which they were anxiously await- 
ing. I will write on a future day the name of the 
man who brought me the letter. 

Friday^ February — I went to the Governor’s 
this morning when he returned from church. He 
asked me what I had heard about the Europe ships 
which arrived seven or eight days ago at Port St. 
David. I answered, ‘ I hear that they left Europe 
last March ; five have arrived ; when they sailed, 
the news of the capture of Madras bad not reached 
Europe, for they have brought three hundred men 
for the Madras garrison.®’ When I said this, his 
anger was unspeakable. He said, ‘ You are not 
attending to the Company’s business half so well as 
you used to do. Do you want to frighten me with 
news of the enemy’s reinforcements ? ’ With other 


* 28rd Tai, Prabhava. 

® See p. 888 3upra» This is either an enormons exaggeration of 
the factSj oi* else a confused rniuotir of Boscawen’s coming, news of which 
had already reached Fort St, David. See Country Correspondence, 1748, 
pp. 7-8. 


JilAm>A RANGfA PILLAI. 


849 


1 ^ 48 .] 


angry exclamations, he went into Madatne’s room 
and I went into writer Ranga Pillai’s oflSee till the 
storm sh-onld blow over. But wh.at would he have 
said if I had given him all the news in my letter ? 
It says, ‘ Only five ships have arrived, but nine left in 
March ; two hundred chests of silver, bales of broad- 
cloth, chests of coral and the other Europe goods 
they generally bring have arrived ; the other ships 
will arrive in five or six days. Though the capture 
of Madras was not known, five hundred men have 
been sent, as Mr. Morse had previously written for 
reinforcements ; out of those already arrived two 
hundred have been landed, more will come ashore 
to-day or to-morrow, and the rest will be brought 
by the other ships. Two or three Bengal ships 
have arrived with silk and other Bengal goods, 
bringing also the wives of Mr. Morse and Mr. Oroke. 
As soon as the other ships arrive, they mean to 
attack Pondichery. MutyMu who was sent to 
IT§.sir Jang is on his return, and they are arranging 
to send people to meet him either this side of the 
Dlmalcheruvu Pass or on his arrival at Arcot.’ 

If he heard these things, how angry he would 
be 1 Indeed his nature is such that one should always 
tell him his enemies are weak and helpless. But if 
I were to do so, he would afterwards ask, ‘ Why did 
you tell me this ? Why did you deceive me ? ’ So, 
knowing his nature, I appear to mock the enemy 
and speak lightly of their deeds, giving him the 
news little by little, that he may thus gradually 
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learn their strength. But this time he got angry 
at the very beginning of my story, and rushed into 
Madame’s room before 1 could tell him all the news. 
Has anger was unspeakable, so I went away, to await 
a more fitting time to tell him. 

Besides this, for the last two months, and for 
the last month especially, Madame has been 
regularly sending men to get news from Fort St. 
David and writing the news in French. So I think 
I must not take too great an interest in the Fort St. 
David news or do much in it. I must only make 
suggestions now and then, for, if I appear too 
prominent in the matter, Madame will be angry, and 
I shall profit in neither wealth nor spirit. So I have 
resolved to have as little to do with it as I can. 

Sh^hji son of SarabhdjiRdji,, has senthither. 


^ Who this man really was is obscure. It will be remembered that 
Sarabh6ji was Eijd of Tanjore from about 1712 to 1727, that he was suc- 
ceeded by his brother Tukkdji who reigned till 1735, and was succeeded by 
his son, B&Ta S&hib (or Ek6ji). The last named was succeeded by his wife, 
in 1737. She was driven out, apparently in the same year, by a person 
calling himself Shihji. Her chief supporter was called Siddbji ; and 
when the latter defeated Shdhji, Sh&hji entered into the well-known 
negotiations with Dumas which resulted in the French acquiring Kirikal, 
However ShdhjFs party succeeded in driving out Sidddji, and iShdhji 
apparently continued to reign in Tanjore till he in turn was expelled 
(or killed) by Pratdb Singh in July 1739. Orme (i. 108) considers 
Sh&hji and Piat&b Singh io have been both sons of Saiabhdji j Duff (ed. 
1912, i. 462) says both were sons of Tukk^ji ; the Tanjore District 
Manual (p. 775) alleges that there were two princes between Sdhib’s 
wife and Pratab Singh — one Shihji, son of SaiabhOji, and the other the 
^ Syajee ’ of Duff, son of Tukk6ji. I do not know on what evidence this 
last IB based ; but I suspect it to be an attempt to reconcile Orme’s and 
Duff*s versions. It is moreover not supported by tha Memoir which was 
written by Elias Ouillot, G-ovemor of Negapatam, in 1739. This indicates 
pretty plainly that the prince who drove out Biv4 Sd.hib*s wife was the 
man whom Prat&b Singh drove out. I may further observe that neither 
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with a letter from M. Le Riche^ at K&rik^l, KoyS.]! 
E&ttigai, who is son of Sundar8ji Mttigai who was 
Sh&hji R8.jS.’s maternal grandfather. Koj^.]! K§.ttigai 
reached Arnmpitai Pillai’s Clionltrj, whence he 
sent his gumasta with the letter, that I might speak 
about the matter to the Governor. I did so, saying 
that if we made Koy8,Ji a daily allowance and would 
fulfil his desire, he would come into the town; 
otherwise he would return. The Governor said he 
would see about it. So to-day I said, ‘ It is [ ] 

days since Koyi.]! K8,ttigai arrived ; he has no money 
and I have had to advance him 10 pagodas. If 
he is sent away now without anything being done 
for him, he should be given iOO pagodas for his 
expenses.’ — ‘ But why should I give him anything ? ’ 
the Governor asked. — T answered, ‘If we do not 
give, no one else will.’ — ‘ But, ’ he asked, ‘ what use 
can he be to us ? ’ I said I could not tell until I 


Orme nor Duff appear to be right. Orme was certainly wrong in calling 
Pratib Singh, son of Sarabh6ji ; anu Duff is opposed by all the authorities 
I am acquainted with in calling ‘ Syajee son of i nkk6ji, provided that 
‘ Syajee ' is to be identified with Shdhji, The Dutch Memoir abfeady 
cited is strongly in favour of this identification, and the Dutch were 
exceedingly well informed on Tan j ore affairs. I take it then that the 
ShILhji who reigned from 1737 to 1739 olaimed to be a son of Sarabbdji j 
whether he was or not I cannot pretend to decide, nor yet whether 
the person whose uncle visited Pondiohery was the actual prince who 
reigned, Guyon says that Pratllb Singh stifled his rival in a bath of 
milk ; buh Guyon’s authority on such a point does not count for much j 
and I think it probable that the man who now was approaching Dupleix 
and who at the close of the year 1748 was to visit Fort St. David with 
more success, was the Sh&hji who had reigned over Tanjore 

^ The letter is dated October 29, 1747 It is a mere letter of 
introduction, [P.B, — JN’o. S3,] 
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had spoken with him. ‘ Yery well/ he said, ‘have 
him brought into the town.’ 

So I sent Annapdrna Ayyan and Sadlsiva Ayyan 
to Arumpitai Pillai’s Choultry to bring him in, and 
he was lodged in Ohinnayya’s house in the Br&hman 
Street. When I went there to speak with him, he 
said, ‘ If you will pay my expenses and settle the 
affair, I will write down what we want and what we 
can do for you ; and I will send for ShS,hji 
Sarabhbji E§i§.’s son.’ I told him to have it all 
ready written to-morrow, and came home. 

As the ten days’ festival is finished at the 
Church KanakarS,ya Mudali built at Olukarai, the 
image of the Helping Mother was brought back to 
St. Paul’s Church in procession with torches, fire- 
works and music. 

The G-overnor to-day ordered me to send suit- 
able presents to the poligars of V^ttavalam and 
IJdaiyS.rp&laiyam. I said I would ; but as it was 
past twelve and all the writers had gone away to eat, 
I could not get an order for M. Cornet, and so came 
home, considering that it could be done to-morrow. 

Saturday, February S } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he had a letter from 
Madras saying, that the merchants had paid only 
8,000 rupees out of the 6,000 pagodas they should 
pay monthly, and that they said they would pay the 
rest in four or five days ; and that he* had not money* 


^ 94fcli Tai, Prabliava. 


® t.e., M. Bartb^lemy. 
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enough, to pay his people. The Governor was very 
angry with me about this. I said, ‘ It is written to 
me that they have already paid 15,000 rupees, and 
that they will pay 4,100 rupees, in four or five days. 
If M. Barth41emy writes thus, what can I say ? ’ — 
He remarked, ‘The gumastas of the Company’s 
merchants must be fools.’ — ‘ True, Sir,’ I answered ; 

‘ they cannot manage matters well.’ I then told 
him that the merchants had been offered at the rate 
of 23 for the whole of the cotton, but had not accept- 
ed it ; and that they had then been offered 24 for a 
hundred candies, but had not agreed and had 
written to me about it. He said they did not care 
whether it was sold or not, as he would have to bear 
any loss. I answered I was sure they did not think 
of the matter thus. But he was very angry, and 
said that if there was a loss, he would make them 
pay for it. I answered suitably, but he continued 
to talk angrily about it for an hour and a half. I 
could say little, but with the help of God I answered 
somehow or other. 

He afterwards said, ‘ You promised to supply a 
hundred corge of blue cloth ; where is it ? ’ — ‘ It 
is in the Fort, ’ I replied ; * M. Legou says he 
• will have it baled on Monday ; also I have engaged 
to send in twenty or thirty corge more within the 
next ten days. I also have coarse cloth ready cured; 
that too win be baled.’ — ‘ Very weU,’ he said. Then 
M. Duquesne arrived, and they were engaged 
together, so, as it was nearly noon, I came home. 
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Sunday, February k } — ^When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he told me to write an 
answer to Imtm Sdhib’s letter. I have kept a copy 
for reference. There is nothing else of importance 
to be written, for we only spoke of common things 
not worth mention. 

In the afternoon, Madame Barth^lemy went to 
take leave of The Governor, being abont to join her 
husband at Madras. She set out at four o’clock, 
with the Councillor, M. Desf resnes, and two writers. 

The Governor went out to the camp at Alisa- 
pSkkam and returned, 

Monday, February 5 } — I went to the Fort this 
morning and saw my blue cloth made up into 
thirty-one bales. While I was there, the Governor 
sent for me, so I went and reported that it had been 
packed. 

He showed me a letter which M. Ballay ® had sent 
by his dubish, saying that the Custom-house writers 
would not measure paddy, that they were taking 
bribes for admitting it, and that all the bazaar- 
people were complaining. I told him the facts and 
he agreed that it was as I said. I then sent for 
Alaga Pillai and questioned him, and then I 
questioned M. Ballay’s dubS.ah. He said that he 
wanted to buy 20 pagodas’ worth of paddy but was 


1 26th Tai, Ptabhava, ^ 26th Tai, Prabhava. 

® Oonjectarah Banga Pillai writes P41iy6* The person I suppose to 
be meant was one Lenoir de Ballay, a Company's seipvant. See Bepttrf 
^ Qons. Sup* iiU 160, 
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not allowed to. Alaga Pillai said, ‘He did ask 
for 20 pagodas ’ worth of paddy, and we told Mm 
it oonld not be sold in such large quantities, but 
that he could have a pagoda’s worth if he Hked. 
He also wished us to measure it and send it to him, 
but we said he must measure it and take it away 
himself.’ The Governor then said to the dubSsh, 
‘You are always telhng lies. Are the customs 
people your servants ? If you want a pagoda’s 
worth of paddy, you may go and get it and measure 
it yourself. But if you want 20 or 30 pagodas’ 
worth, you must fetch it in from outside.’ So he 
sent him away. 

Tuesday, February 6 .^ — ^When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he said, ‘ You have not yet 
arranged about my present on account of Kfldam 
T^davarSya Pillai’s place.’ I said I would see to 
it. He also asked whether I had inquired about 
the affairs of E^tmOji who is dead; and I said I 
would see to that also. 

About eleven o’clock there came a letter from 
M. Piiell, saying that it had been agreed to pay 
6,000 rupees for the release of the French prisoners, 
and that they would be set free as soon as that sum 
was paid. He must have written tMs letter on the 
strength of a forged letter that Subbayyan wrote in 
Tenkatan^rflyanappa Ayyan’s name. On reading 
M. Friell’s letter the Governor was perplexed. 


‘ 27th Tai, Prabhara. 
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‘ What is all this about ? ’ he said ; ‘ I don’t 
understajid it. Read through the letters and explain 
the matter to me.’ I told him that matters had not 
gone so far as M. Friell thought, but that they were 
progressing ; that the prisoners’ fetters had been 
struck off after the arrival of the matchlock»people ; 
but that this letter was mere fiction and should not 
be listened to. He said, ‘Very well; go through 
the letters and let me know what should be said.’ 
So I took the letters and came home to eat. 

After dinner, while I was reading them, the 
Q-ovemor received a letter from M. de Bury, at the 
AlisapSkkam camp. It said : ‘ A European trooper 
ridiug to the west of the camp, has given the alarm 
and reports that he has seen the English forces 
with their colours advancing from the Southward. 
I have sent out a hundred European and some other 
horse and a hundred Mahd sepoys.’ On this there 
was a general alarm. All the troops, and palankin- 
bearers were sent out to Ariylnkuppam under M. 
Duquesne. But soon another letter came, with the 
news that the trooper was in liquor and did not 
know what he was saying. Then all was quiet 
again. 

I had sent word to Satyapflrnaswlmi that I would 
visit him at ArumpS,tai Pillai’s Choultry to-day; 
and I had made preparations to go. But meanwhile, 
in consequence of the S^ndamangalam letter and 
the alarm at AriyS^nkuppam, I had to send Parasu- 
rdrioa Pillai instead. 
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Wednesday, February 7d - — This morniag I ■went 
to M. Cornet at the Fort. I then showed the goods 
that had arrived from Madras — pieces of silk, red 
lead and Bengal goods — ^to ArunSohala Ohetti, 
T§.ni Ohetti, Muttayya Ohetti, Alagappa Ohetti, and 
Vlr^ Ohetti. I then took Virfi. Ohetti to the Second, 
and explained that he had supplied seventeen corge 
and some odd pieces of long cloth and thirty-five 
corge and some odd pieces of coarse cloth, which had 
to be paid for ; and I asked that he might be paid 
for these goods which he had supplied and also for 
twenty corge of coarse cloth since ordered, saying 
that it might be met from the money due by the 
Company’s merchants for the goods they have p-ur- 
ohased. The Second at once sent for M. Cornet, 
and told him to write an order to the Company’s 
merchants to pay VM Ohetti 10,000 rupees. I got 
the order from M. Cornet and gave it to the Com- 
pany’s nserchants. " 

Meanwhile the G-overnor had sent three peons, 
one after the other, to fetch me. So, taking leave 
of the Second and M. Cornet, I went to him. He 
said, ‘ Eangappa, have you heard anything about the 
complaints made by the St. Paul’s priests ?’ When 
I asked what they were, he answered, ‘ They say 
they have a mortgage on the Reddis’ lands at 
Olukarai; that they need the paddy out there for the 
expenses of their church and have always received 
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it ; bat that you say that it is needed by the Com- 
pany, have had the crop out by your own people and 
carried it ofE. hTow they want an order for the 
delivery of the paddy to them. I asked them whether ' 
their bond entitled them to paddy or money ; they 
told me, money only ; so I told them they must be 
content with money. I then asked how they could 
be justified in saying that they had a mortgage on 
the Company’s lands, and whether anyone had a 
right to mortgage them ; and told them that, if they 
had lent their money in ignorance of this, they were 
likely to lose it, and with that I sent them off. But 
everybody borrows from these people. Even the 
man who was seized as an English spy at Kirumlm- 
p&kkam owed them money, and they wanted to 
obtain his release. It seems that there is nobody, 
in town or out of it, who does not borrow from 
them.’ 

I answered, ‘ True, Sir ; but gain is not their 
only motive. They think their debtors will be 
humble and obedient, doing everything they say; 
and so people will think them influential. They 
wish all who come here on business to look on them 
as the lords of Pondichery, to believe that they are 
wealthier than anybody else, and the best to borrow 
from, and that they can procure employment for 
their favourites. Besides this, they get their interest 
as well, and so profit all ways. That is why they 
act thus. They will listen to any story a man cares 
to tell them — as we know by experience.’ 
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The Governor agreed with, me, and said, ‘In 
Europe everyone knows they are liars and cheats, 
the fathers of falsehood. Everyone knows it and 
never believes a word they say. But if it were 
known that they were money-lenders as weU, they 
would get into trouble. They’re a bad set of people. 
M. Lenoir put them down^ ; but M. Dumas was a 
less capable man, and in his time they raised their 
heads again.’ 

I thought within myself that they were never so 
powerful as now ; but I said, ‘ Sir, M. Lenoir put 
them down, and you also are doing the same,’ thus 
flattering him. He answered, ‘ But M. Dumas, 
though incapable and powerless, knew how to make 
money ®.’ — I said, ‘ Tou could make a hundred times 
as much as he did ; and your glory in overthrowing 
the subahdar of the province, and driving him back 
to Arcot, and seizing Madras, has spread to Delhi. 
It will endure as though written upon stone. Kings 
and emperors praise your name, saying you have 
done what they scarcely could do. Nothing in the 
world is so precious as glory. It dies not, but riches 
perish.’ And to this I added other compliments. 

M. Friell was there, and the Governor said to 
him, ‘ Who is so wise as Eangappan ? ’ and praised 


^ When Lenoir was Q-ovemor, he seems to have cherished a grndge 
against the Jesuits See, for example, Oultru, p. 56, where it is said that 
he forbade mangoes to be carried out of the town because the Jesuits 
had a good garden and sent presents of mangoes to various 

® Dumas’ fortune, it was said, was largely acquired by corrupt means^ 
^$e Oultru, pp. 51-62, ' 
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me to Mm. He answered, ‘ Rangappan does nothing 
but tell th.e truth.’ While we thus spoke, news came 
that the English had seized our fishermen in their 
boats, and tMs turned the Q-overnor’s mind to other 
matters. Nothing else deserving mention occurred ; 
therefore I write no more. 

Thursday, February 8 } — As I took physic this 
morning, I did not go to the Governor’s ; however 
he sent me a Portuguese letter wMohhehad received 
from Manoel da Ounha at Ohitpattu with a French 
translation. I read it. He offers to bring the 
twenty- five soldiers already promised and asks that 
our merchants and the Brdhman there may be told 
to give him the money he needs. He says the 
troubles he is undergoing from the Muham- 
madans are indescribable, and, prostrating himself 
at the Governor’s feet, begs leave to come away, 
with other compliments. TMs letter did not make 
it necessary for me to go to the Governor, as it can 
be discussed to-morrow. 

At eleven the Governor sent me by Appu 
Mudali a diamond to be valued. So I sent for 
Munjantr Perum^l Chetti, Chinna Perumdl Chetti, 
and TJttir^ Peddu Chetti, and showed it them. It 
weighed at S-J manjtdis.* Munjanfir Perumil Chetti 
valued it at 80 pagodas a rnanjddi ; the other two at 


1 29th Tai, Prabhava. 

® A man^dd* is the seed of the AdenantTiera pavomna, and is apparent- 
ly identical with the mangehn of Tavernier* (See Tavernier’s Voyagst, 
BaJ-Psed*^!* 418) If one may assume the average weight of 4’18 grs, 
Tro^ there cited^ the diamond weighed about 7*7 carats^ 
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100 pagodas. They said a diamond of that size, if 
of good colour and unflawed, would be worth 150 
pagodas a manj&di. I then sent the diamond back 
by Appu Mudali, telling him to report the different 
estimates. 

To-day letters were written to BhagavanDSs and 
VenkatanirS.yanappa AyyanatSeiingapatam ; and a 
bill for 2,000 rupees on Ghinnartya Ohetti at Salem 
was obtained from Guntflr BMu Ohetti. Mlu 
Chetti’s man, SinnS,ngutti Ohetti, was sent with a 
peon to get the money at Salem and carry it to 
Seringapatam. 

To-day I felt much better in consequence bf 
the physic. The house next mine to the south 
being ready, and as there was a cot there, I slept in 
it. At night I remained there for about thfiQ* 
quarters of an hour, and weut lo slipup uU thU 
baok-Yerandah. 

To-day I sent writer Tenga Pillai to Ipeak 
with the people of Alisaplkkam and t6 see the 
crops cut. However Piohchai Goundan had out 
eight cawnies by night, without the writer’s know^ 
ledge and had carried off the paddy* He had also 
ploughed the ground ready for another crop. Yen* 
gappan, seeing this, demanded the paddy, but the 
village’s got four of MalayAppan’s peons firom Ayy& 
Tambi, and Said they had reported the niatter to 
M. de Bury who was camping at Muttkusa Pillai’s 
Choultry. They so terrified Vengappah Irith their 
thieats that he ran aWUy and hidL 
48 



362 


THJB PIA&Y Ojp 


[ffliB. 8, 


As soon as I heard of this, I at once sent 
Malayappan with four or five peons. They seized 
and brought before me the head men, Ntriyana 
Jfieddi, Venkatapati Reddi, and Piohchai Goundan, 
together with three of the guilty peons. I directed 
them to be put in prison for the night, and it was 
done. 

Friday, February 9. ^ — ^When I went to the 
Governor's this morning, I returned to him the 
Portuguese letter from Manoel da Cunha at 
Ch6tpattu with the French translation. I also 
produced a Telugu letter I had received from there. 
It said, ‘ If the sowoar is willing to stand surety 
and pay the money when he hears the men have 
reached Pondiohery, it may be done ; otherwise 
tell our people to return.’ I wrote accordingly to 
Uajfiba' and K^viral Venkat6sa Ohetti. 

I then told him what the Alisapikkam Eeddis 
and Malayappan’s peon^ had done and that I had had 
them putin prison yesterday. He said they should 
be-treat’ed as they deserved. I proposed that the 
peons should receive twenty-five stripes each and 
be* turned out of the limits and that the Reddis 
shoUtld be released when they brought the paddy 
which they had carried off. He approved. 

Then he went 'to Dharma Chetti’s house to 
attend the ceremony of Simantham.® On his return. 


^ iBt Prabliara* 

® A ceremony peyforiiie^ eixth or eighth month of the 

yffe’s pregnancy. * 
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he ordered Malayappan’s three guilty peons and the 
Reddis to be brought from the prison. The peons 
received twenty-five stripes each in the Reddis* 
presence and were then turned out of the limits; 
and the Reddis were sent back to prison. 

This morning fifty military were sent to Kfini- 
m§du and returned in two masula-boats as though 
coming from the north. They made holes in the 
sides of the boats to fire through, and fitted them 
with covers. When they were nearly opposite my 
Choultry, the English ship lying off N^ainiya Pillar’s 
Choultry sent a longboat with some Europeans and 
sepoys to seize the masula-boats. The English kept 
quiet till they got near, and then fired twice. Our 
people immediately pulled off the covers and fired a 
volley which killed eleven men in the long boat. 
They at once made off for the ship, and on their way 
met another which was coming to their help. Both 
boats reached the ship. The French returned here ; 
one man was killed by a bullet through the breast 
and one was wounded. The news from Fort St, 
David confirms the report that eleven English were 
killed. They were altogether deceived. They 
thought the boats were Tamil boats, and so fell into 
the trap. 

At three o’clock at night the English came in 
three long boats from Fort St. David with barrels of 
gunpowder. They scattered it over the northern 
grabs and the sloop — ^five vessels in all — that were in 
the roads, and then set fire to them. One could see 
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the burning vessels for some time ; at last two sank 
where they were, and the others, their cables being 
burnt, drove south for about three miles and then 
sank also. I will give later the value of the ships 
and of their cargoes. 

Saturday, February 10 .^ — ^At ten o’clock this 
morning the powder-magazine on the west of the 
town blew up. Two people were killed ; two were 
so injured that they cannot recover ; and nine more 
were hurt, but these, they say, will survive. 

Wednesday, FebrtMxry Ih. ® — When 1 was at the 
Governor’s this morning nothing of importance 
happened. In the afternoon, as the troops were 
being exercised, I went to see them. The Governor 
who had been watching from upstairs, came down, 
and seeing me sitting near the armourer’s shop* 
came up and asked me whether I had seen all the 
military stores. I said I had, and added that they 
cost a great deal of money. He said it was true, 
but that the Company had to pay heavily for a good 
many things, and one had to act according to the 
times. I then complimented him, saying, ‘ True, 
Sir, and but for your care and attention, three or 
four times as much would have been spent by now, 
and they would have gone on spending at the same 
rate for three or four years more,’ and I praised Mm 
yet further. 


^ !p!0abl|ATa. 

* M&ai, Prabhava TKe date in the MS. is Februaiy 16, and has 
been corrected in the text. 
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While we were thus speaking, he went into 
the workshop, and said, ‘ Look at this. This is the 
eighteen-pounder that has come from Madras.’ I 
replied, ‘ They say there are twenty-four pounders 
also at Madras ; are they not also coming ? ’ He 
said that ten or twelve had come already and been 
mounted on the sea-wall, that some had been carried 
off by M. de La Bourdonnais, and that others were 
still at Madras. * When M. Dulaorens went there, 
how shamefully he behaved,’ he added. 

I gave him M. Lucas’ receipt for 2,857 rupees. 
After looking over it, he asked where M. Lucas 
was; I said he had gone to Cuddapah. He told 
me to get the money from M. Cornet, and I said 
I would. 

Then he said, * I told you that the Arumpltai’s 
son had applied for TSndavarSya Pillai’s place ; but 
you said Parasur^ma Pillai would be disappointed 
if it were given to him, and that you would 
arrange for a larger present. When are you going 
to settle the matter ? ’ 1 promised to get it done 
soon. 

He then said that two hundred bullocks from 
Madras were expected here with some goods, and 
asked if they would be of any use. I said they 
would be as they were northern cattle. ‘ Very well,* 
he said, ‘ you can use them for carts and so on.* 
I told him it should be done. 

Then he said, ‘Write to M. Lucas and tell 
bini not to buy any more wheat. We have bought 
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2,000 bags from a mercliaTit at Madras.’ I promised 
to do so. 

Then we walked on, talking, till we came to his 
house. He said, ‘ The Fort St. David people are 
mean fellows. If they were men they would come 
and attack us. But instead of that, they can only 

burn a few wretched boats. That shows what 

* 

they are.’ I replied, ‘ The lion will break in pieces 
an elephant’s head ; but a dog gnaws bones and 
pieces of skin. Men like you attack great fort- 
resses — Madras, Fort St. David, Ouddalore. But 
they can’t do more than burn boats or pick up 
catamarans, and then run away.’ He went in 
smiling. As he was going upstairs, he said, ‘ You 
have had a long walk and your leg will be hurting 
you. You had better go and rest instead of coming 
up with me,’ So I took leave of him and went to 
my nut-godown. There I wrote to M. Lucas telling 
him to buy no more wheat ; and I wrote also to my 
bazaar. I sent the letters off by a peon and came 
home at half-past nine. 

Thursday,' February 15 } — This morning the 
Governor’s door was shut and they said he was 
dressing, so I went to my nut-godown and stayed 
there. M. FrieU sent for me and gave me a petition i 
in English stating that eight vessels had been run 
ashore or burnt and giving an estimate of the loss 
suffered thereby. He told me to get it signed by 
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tlie merchants from the northward.^ I took it 
and went hack to my nnt-godown. 

Then the Governor sent a peon for me. I went in 
by the backway and found him dressed and writing 
letters. Seeing him thus engaged with the outer 
door shut, I thought that something must be going 
forward and that he was laying some secret plans. 
Thinking thus, I went in to him. He asked, 
‘ How many bullock-loads of paddy have come in ? ’ 
I read the Choultry account to him, and he 
was annoyed that so little had arrived. Then he 
asked whether the people from the northward had 
signed the petition. I said they had. He answered, 
* It will not matter then if they go away.’ I made 
no answer, and he told me to go and wait outside, 
so I went to writer Ranga Pillai’s office and stayed 
there, 

’Meanwhile Madame wrote a letter and gave it 
to the Governor, and they talked together for half 
an hour. Then he sent for M. Legou. On. his 
arrival, the Governor said, * I didn’t send for you ; 
it must have been a mistake ; ’ and so sent him 
away. 

Then he called me, and said, ‘ Some of the chief 
Inerohants here are sending news to Fort St. David. 


^ This seems to have been m connection with an appeal to Arcot, 
thongh I cannot guess why it was translated into English, unless a copy 
was sent to Eort St. David Samp&ti BSo wrote to the English ashing 
, should be compen^Skted- Mctdrqa Country Porr?- 
spondencBf 1748* pp. 25-28. NM . — The English answer is 66| 
below p. dsa 
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What can they get by this ? What interest have 
they ? What can they gain by it ? They told the 
Madras merchants not to come and settle here ; and 
what has been the result ? They deserted the town 
for fear of Mahfuz Khtn’s people plundering it ; and 
the little that was left was seized by the French. 
They were bound to lose, whatever happened. The 
merchants who remove their goods from here will 
sufFer in just the same 'Way.* I answered, ‘Sir, 
those who act thus will certainly be ruined- No 
doubt a few have removed their goods, and I have 
reported it to you now and then.’ Then I abused 
them and said, ‘ If Europeans themselves remove 
their goods, we need not ask what the Tamils are 
doing. But God has given you all wisdom ; that 
you may win glory be has made others fools ; you 
should not grieve for them, but rather rejoice at 
your own lot. But those who wrote from here 

[ ]•’ 

Friday i February 16 } — This morning, a Court- 
martial of officers was held to try six soldiers 
who deserted the detachment at Muttirasa Pillai’s 
Choultry. I stopped at the nut-godown, and saw 
ihe Company’s merchants whom I sent for yester- 
day that I might inquire into the Governor’s com- 
plaint about sending news to Fort St. David ; they 
had replied that, as Sankara Ayyanhad a headache, 
they could not come but would come to-day. 
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When I was told thej had come, I went and 
said to them, ‘ The Governor told me yesterday 
that yon have been sending news to Onddalore, 
and that you are creating needless alarm in the 
town; aU people are trying to carry their goods 
out, asking why other people’s goods should 
remain here when yours have been sent out. Why 
do you alarm the people without cause? Unless 
there is news, you should not act thus.’ The 
Company’s merchants replied, ‘From the time 
that the Company settled here, we have for genera- 
tions served it ; we and our ancestors have earned 
our living under it, and so have kept the blood 
in our bodies. Our sons are its sons, and so 
were our fathers. Since it is so, if we betray the 
Company we shall thereby lose our livelihood and 
suffer misery, and yet more misery. If we had ever 
done anything so ungrateful, we should not be as 
prosperous as we are. We have never thought of 
doing such a thing. On the contrary we have 
always prayed that this town might grow in great- 
ness, and that our lord the Governor might gain 
glory and victory, and that our lord’s enemies might 
be put to shame, and their town taken by him. 
Our prosperity shows that we have thus prayed; 
else we should be poor.’ They further declared on 
their credit that they had caused no alarm. I said, 
‘ Oh, you can only say that you have given no news 
to Fort St. David ; and add piously that if you had 
done so, evil had befallen you.’ They answered, 
47 
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* You should not think this. Our consciences hear 
us witness that we have committed no treachery ; 
if we have, we and our children may he hanged, and 
we shall rejoice ten thousand times if our property 
be seized. We will sign a paper to that effect ; and 
you may punish us if witness can be brought to 
prove the matter. But if any are found to have 
accused us wrongfully, they should be punished.’ 
They said this with some warmth. I answered, 

‘ You grow indignant, but you say nothing about 
removing your goods,’ They said, ‘ If we thought 
this no safe place for our goods, should we each 
have five or ten thousand pagodas’ worth of goods 
here — ^have we desired to remove them P’ I 
replied, ‘ True ; but you have removed your own 
goods and families and children, thinking that 
the goods here are for the Company and that, if 
the times mend, they will not be hurt and other- 
wise you can say they have been stolen,’ They 
could find no answer, but smiled uneasily. I told 
them angrily that if they did not bring back their 
goods and families, they would experience the 
Governor’s displeasure. I then arranged with them 
to pay 19,200 rupees at Madras and so dismissed 
them. 

I then inquired what the Governor was doing. 
I heard that of the six soldiers one had been 
sentenced to be sent to Muttirusa Pillai’s Choultry 
and hanged in the presence of the detachment there 
3,nd that tl^e rest had been condemned to the King’s 
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yalleys.^ It ■was eleven when the Grovernor came 
Dut after passing sentence. As it was too late to 
^0 to him, I came home about twelve 

This evening I weut to my nut-godown ; and, 
when the Governor came back from his drive, he 
3ent for me to come upstairs to him. He said, ‘ The 
Deople sent to Alankuppam for chnnam have brought 
iltogether only 7 parrahs® ; the new gun-carriages 
md ammunition carts are drawn by only one mule, 
ind will carry a parrah ; but these carts are drawn 
by two bullocks, and they have two spare bullocks 
besides. If they bring only 7 parrahs like this, 
what should be done to the bullock-men ? Four 
were seat and only two have come back. What 
has become of the others ? ’ I said I had heard that 
bbey had gone to Ariytnkuppam with their carts. 
He said, ‘ Then these two bullock-men should be tied 
up and whipped.’ Just then, M. Duquesne arrived 
from the camp at Muttirusa Pillai’s Choultry and 
reported that he had hanged the European. He 
also said that Malayappau’s fifty peons (who are 
employed as messengers) were complaining that 
they had not been paid. ‘ How is that ? ’ the 
Governor asked. I replied, ‘They only sent the 
money to-day and the peons will have been paid by 
now.’ ‘ What ! ’ he exclaimed ; ‘ it is the 16th of 


^ Condemnation to the galleya was the regular punishment for 
desertion in France. Presumably the men were sent to Europe to serve 
their sentence. 

a 1 parrah equals 5 markals, and the inark^l as a rale X2 seers* 
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the moath — this the right time to pay them?’ 
I explained that Parasar§,ma Pillai only issued the 
money on the 12th and that it took two days to 
give out the pay here ; and that the money was sent 
there to-day. He replied, * It is sixteen days aftei 
the beginning of the month, and they have not been 
paid. How is that ? ’ and he sent for Parasurtma 
Pillai and M. Guillard. When the latter came, the 
Governor spoke to him with indescribable anger, 
Though M. Guillard explained matters, he flew at 
him like a tiger, and then started to go downstairs. 
1 was standing near the top of the staircase. When 
he came near me, he turned to M. Guillard and said, 
* I have given you a hot dose of brandy.’ M, 
Guillard answered ‘We don’t get any brandy now 
owing to the troubles, and yours is welcome.’ ^ H« 
then said to M. Guillard, ‘You could very well have 
told Parasur&man to bring an account of the 
expenses and then have paid the money. Rangappa, 
look here. This gentleman says he gave 3,00C 
pagodas for wages on the 1st. What does the 
Arump&tai mean by it ? ’ I said, ‘ Sir, it has been the 
Arump&tai’s custom for the last 30 or 40 years t( 
do this, and the payments are made ten days soonei 
or later.’ I sent a message to ParasurS,ma Pillai te 
keep away. When he had gone downstairs, I weni 
down step by step and as he was going inside h< 


^ No shipping had arrived from France for nearly two years Eaoj 
servant of the Company was entitled to an aUowanoe of so mx^ch wini 
e^nd so mnoh brandy a year. 
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called to me, saying, * Give tliose bullock-men ten 
lasbes each and tell tbem in future to bring fall 
cart-loads.’ I said I would do so. 

I went back to my nut-godown, and, as I was 
sitting there, Parasurdtna Pillai came. I told him 
■wbat bad happened, and said that perhaps 
M. Guillard would only pay him in future on the 
Governor’s orders, and that he had better take care ; 
that he had escaped the Governor’s anger for the 
present, but payments would be a difficult matter 
till the shipping came, when everything would 
become easy ; that as there was little money in the 
Fort, even this time it was a difficult matter ; but it 
would be all right when the money arrived. He 
said, ‘ Very well,’ and took his leave. 

Then I sent for the bullock-men and warned 
them that unless they brought full cart-loads in 
future they would be severely punished. Three 
quarters of an hour later Virarflghava Hlyakkan 
came in from Mutfcirusa Pillai’s Choultry. 

He said, ‘ The European had a rope tied round 
his neck, but when the ladder was turned over, the 
rope broke and he fell on the ground. So he went 
to the priest who was close by, saying that God had 
protected him and had forgiven his sins, and so he 
was saved. The priest answered that his sins were 
unpardonable. M. .Desmar^ts’ overheard this, and, 
though he thought the priest was a great fool, he 

1 Maro-Ajtttoine Desmar^fcs was at this time grefier of the Oomioilin its 
judicial capacity. 
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ordered anotter rope to be brouglit and banged tbe 
man again.’ Tbe custom is tbat, should tbe rope 
break, the priest wbo is present should take tbe 
criminal under bis protection, cover jbim with his 
robe, and announce tbat God bas pardoned him for 
his sins. The priest should declai-e this also to the 
officer on duty, saying that God has released the 
ma.n from the consequences of bis crime and be 
is no longer to be considered guilty ; and if the 
officer refuses to listen, the priest should demand 
to be hung instead. Though that is the custom, as 
the priest this time said the man ought to be hung 
again, the officer on duty bad him hanged. But all 
people, even the Europeans, are abusing the priest. 

This morning when I went to the Governor’s he 
was angry because only a few bags of paddy bad 
come in. I said tbat after tbe middle of M&si 
[February 23 ] it would be harvest time .all over 
the country ; that little grain was coming in now 
becaiise harvest was only beginning ; but after tbe 
middle of Misi plenty would be brought. I told 
him besides that the Wandiwasb oountr}’ which 
used to be under tbe management of Muhammad 
’Ali KhS.n, Anwar-ud-din Kbl,n’s son, had been 
taken away and given to Munawar-ud-din Kh§,n, 
and so the old amaldS.r3 bad been turned out, and 
it took time for tbe new ones to get tbe harvest 
begun, and that in tbe Tiruviti country, which is 
under the same management, there bad been a delay 
of four days. ‘ Besides,’ I said, ‘ tbe people who bavp 
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cut their crops must carry them here to sell ; -where 
else cau they go ? All the paddy iu the country 
must be brought here.’ He thought I was wrong, 
as the towns-people were trying to buy in many 
places. After that we spoke for some time about 
ordinary matters, not worth mention. When it was 
12 o’clock, I came home, took an oil bath, had my 
food arid lay down to sleep. After I had waked up, 
a peon came from the Governor to fetch me. I 
went accordingly. After I had arrived, the Second 
came and said that the priests of St. Paul’s had 
got forty bullock-loads of paddy for M. Thongeron,^ 
but, instead of entering it in the Choultry books, 
they had sent it straight to his house, and the 
bullock-people had taken it there direct. The 
Governor said, ‘ How was it that the paddy was 
not taken first to the choultry ? ’ and he ordered 
that the paddy should be brought back and placed 
in the choultry, and the bullock-people be kept at 
the choultry for six hours and given twenty lashes. 
The St. Paul’s priests heard of this, and \vent to the 
Second, with complaints of being thus treated, and 
begged that the bullock-people should be let off the 
beating. When the Second reported this to the Gov- 
ernor, he said, ’ The St. Paul’s priests seem to think 
they govern the town ; they disregard us ; their 
behaviour deserves no consideration.’ So he sent 
word to M. Delarehe to have the bullock-people 

1 I cannot identify this name but I suspect a copyist's error for 
‘ Dnla arena. ’ 
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beaten at once. He gave them ten lashes and sent 
them off. When this was reported to the Governor, 
and while the Second was still there, I went and 
salaamed. He asked whether any paddy had been 
brought into the bazaar. I said that about 300 
bullock-loads had come in, and plenty would be 
brought after Monday. Then he asked how much 
grain the Company had received from the out-villages. 

I said that 40 or 50 garse were ready, that M. Cornet 
had received about 15 garse ; and that the rest would 
arrive gradually, as it was being carried in by coolies. 
Afterwards when the Governor was ready to go 
out in his palankin, he sent a ohobdar to me to 
say he wished to speak to me.^ I said, ‘ Yery well.’ 
rinally the Second went home and I went to my nut- 
godown. When the Governor came back at eight, he 
sent for me and said , ‘ They say you are stopping 
grain from coming into the town.’ I replied, ‘ The 
grain that is brought in is worth 4 lakhs of pago- 
das, and the money is sent to the diwS.n. How 
can I stop the grain or find 4 lakhs of pagodas ? 
Besides, what profit should I make by stopping the 
import ? Will the NawS,b of Arcot do as I wish ? 
Or can I give orders to send or stop the grain as I 
please? But I think you know the truth of the 
matter. We have a proverb, a crow that sits on a 
heap of gold will turn yel]pw. Since I serve yon, 
Anwar-ud-din Khin must obey me — so they say in 


1 Dupleix’ orders seem to have been omitted from the tex^. 
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ondicliery. Since yon say so too, I think I am 
sstined to enjoy great power — at least that is 
nplied, by your words. ’ He smiled and said, 
I know that they are only complaining out of 
lalice. In spite of their complaints, no doubt yon 
ill become a great man.’ I answered, ‘ If I did 
ay thing to stop grain coming into the town, I 
lould be betraying the Company. Such unfounded 
larges are often made, and since there seems no 
id to them, you should inquire into the matter 
irefuUy, and punish me if I am guilty or my 
jousers if I am innocent, so that people may learn 
le truth. Then only shall I enjoy peace of mind • 
.herwise I shall never be at ease.’ At all this he 
ily smiled, and said, ‘ It is a ridiculous matter and 
ad best be ignored.’ 

Sunday, Feiruai'y 18 .^ — This morning the 
overnor and his wife went to Muttirusa Pillai’s 
houltry, and took dinner there. Afterwards as a 
st he said that the English were marching to 
/tack us ; then he came back here. Nothing else 
IS happened worth mention; this evening Kazt 
Ihib, OhandS SShib’s son, who had been to Wandi- 
ash, returned here. 

Monday, February IQ ,’* — This morning when I 
ent to the Governor’s, he was sitting down after 
8 coffee. I went and salaamed and stood beside 
m. He asked, ‘ Has plenty of paddy come in ? ’ 


lOth Mdsi, Prabhava. 
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I said, ‘ As yesterday was Sunday, none came in, but 
much •will come to-day.’ M. La'w came and reported 
that Malayappan’s peons -were grumbling about not 
receiving their pay. The Governor turned to me 
and said angrily, ‘ Wbat ! Am I to bear the same 
complaint every day ? ’ I replied, * It is not so, as 
you will learn if you ■will inquire carefully.’ Then 
he asked M. Law who had told him so. He said, 
‘I have a peon who makes inquiries among the- 
sepoys and peons — he told me.’ The Governor 
grew very angry, and said, ‘ Why should we have 
to keep peons and pay writers besides Rangappa’s 
people ? ’ He was so angry that he left the room. 

I also went quietly out. 

To-day a letter came from our Vakil at Arcot. 
He says : — ‘ MutySlu HSyakkan, who went to NIsir 
Jang’s camp on behalf of the English, has spent 
3 lakhs of rupees in money and presents without 
getting anything, and has now reached Ouddapah ; 
and having no money he has borrowed two or three 
thousand pagodas from two Pathdns, E’Inat Kh^ 
and Zfi.kir Khdn, who were put out of the Havlits’ 
ser'vice on Hizllm-ul-mulk’s orders ; he has taken 
them into service with 200 horse.^ NawS.b'Anwar- 
ud-din KhSn, Samp^ti RSo and Munawar-ud-din' 
KhSin are speaking of it publicly and saying that 
the English have lost their good fortune and their 

^ This report is muoli more correct than. most. MutyMu hired 800, 
not 200, horse j and advanced 3,000 rupees, not pagfodas. He borrowed 
the latter from a shroff, not from tjie Path^ns. Country corresipondencef 
1746, pp. 9 - 10 , 
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wits together, for they have speat money to no 
purpose, and now are spending more on hiring 
Pathi.ns at Ouddapah, ruining themselves by a vain 
expense that will produce nothing. Thus they jest 
over it. Mor9,ri Rio, son of Sidddji GorpadI, who 
came with 8,000 horse against Venkatagiri Port, 
and drove out the poligar, has taken possession of 
it, and the Maratha horse have plundered all the 
SItghar country (except a few villages), Zain-ud 
’Alt Khin’s jaghir (near Ambhr), VIniyambldi 
and the Vellore country. So the people at Arcot 
and Llllplbtai are alarmed and perplexed, for fear of 
the Maratha horse, having no place of refuge on 
the coast to fly to, owing to the troubles between 
the French and the English. So they know not 
what to do. In consequence of this inroad, Nawlb 
Anwar-ud-din Khin has ordered 2,000 horse to be 
taken into service, and up to now they have hired a 
hundred. The merchants have carried their goods 
at Llllplttai into Arcot Port.’ 

I reported this to the Governor and then came 
home. In the afternoon nothing happened worth 
mention. Appu Mudali came and said that arrange- 
ments must be made to store the paddy, that will 
come in to-morrow, in heaps covered with straw. 

Tuesday, February 20 } — This morning I went 
to the Governor and reported that over 500 bullock- 
loads of paddy came in yesterday. After staying 


^ l^th M&si, Prabhara. 
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for a while iti writer Rauga Pillai’s office I came 
home. Nothing important happened to-day. 

Wednesday, February 21 } — This morning I went 
to the Goyernor and reported that 725 bullock- 
loads of paddy and 57 bullock-loads of rice came in 
yesterday. I stayed in writer Ranga Pillai’s offi.oe 
till twelve and then came home. As I had many 
accounts to complete, they occupied me till midnight 
at home here. 

To-day I sent the northern man, Venkatapati 
NS.yakkan, to Arcot in a dhooly with a peon, to 
complain to Naw&b Anwar-ud-din Khfln about the 
burning of the boats and sloop. 

Thursday, February 22 ? — This morning when I 
went to the Governor, I reported the Choultry news, 
and then interpreted Anwar-ud-dln KhSn’s reply 
of thanks for the guavas, as well as letters from 
Zain-ud ’Ali Khtn and Sampiti R^o. I told the, 
Governor a letter had been written and despatched 
to Raghbji Bhdnsla, Then M. Cornet came and 
complained that the paddy from the out- villages 
was not coming in. I interposed and sedd, ‘ Tou are 
mistaken in this ; paddy is coming in daily.’ He 
answered, ‘ No, I am sure none has arrived.’ When 
I gave examples, he was silent. Then the Governor 
asked, ‘ Why have not the Company’s merchants 
brought their New Year’s presents ? Tell them to do 
so (]^uiokly.’ By this time it was noun and 1 came 
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^ Misi, Prabbavi^. 


J:sAm)A RAmA rtlzaI. 


881 


l?48.] 


home. This afternoon nothing happened "worth 
writing down. 

Frvlay, February S3 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he asked me, ‘ How many 
bullock-loads of paddy have come in ? ’ I told him, 
454 loads of paddy, 53 loads of rice, and 73 loads of 
cumbu. I also said that plenty of maize had arrived. 
He then said, ‘ Is there plenty of grain in the 
bazaar ? ’ I answered that no grain had come in yet. 
He said, ‘ The Tamils are just like that ; if they 
lack something for a day they make a fuss ; but if 
there is plenty they put off buying.’ I said, ‘ You 
know there are false charges made against me, and 
how many I have to defend myself against, and that 
all my days are spent in reporting to you the com- 
plaints that are made and in explaining them, so 
that I have no time to attend to my business. 
Besides, if I am kept thus in anxiety day and night, 
how can 1 turn my mind to other things ? Be pleased 
to inquire whether the complaints are true or not. 
Let either me or my accusers be punished, else be 
sure that business will be hindered.’ He answered, 
‘Don’t I know all about that? They speak evil 
about me daily ; do you think that they will hesitate 
to speak evil of you, if only out of envy ? People 
always complain of those who hold high posts, and, 
according to our scriptures, you will be the more 
blessed.’ He spoke more also to the like effect. 
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wliicli, if I were to write it, would hardly be believed, 
predicting for me good fortune and prosperity, 
adding, ‘ You need not worry about these things. 
See if you can recover the 10,000 rupees that 
KhS,n Bahadhr owes you and the amount that he owes 
me. Bear that in mind and see to it.’ I said, I 
would do so. Then, I told him, that when Chandt, 
S§,hib’s son was at Wandiwash, Taql SS,hib, Safdar 
’All Khan’s wife and others urged him to send for 
Ohandfi. Sihib’s wife. Dost ’All Kh&n’s wife and 
others from Pondichery, that they meant to go 
away when they had paid what they owed him and 
me, and that T had learnt this from Kh§.u Bahtddr. 
He said, ‘ Well, we shall see.’ Then, I came home. 

Salmday, February 2k } — This morning as 
M. Legou and M. Cornet had sent for me to the 
Fort, I went ; but M. Legou was absent and I saw 
only M. Cornet. He said, ‘ I and M. Legou sent 
for you, but M. Legou has gone away. Are the 
ten corge of long cloth you sent just now on my 
account or his?’ I answered, ‘Both you and 
M. Legou have asked for cloth on the Company’s 
account ; it does not matter who takes it.’ I then 
referred to the receipt given by M. Lucas for 
2,857 rupees and to the sum of 318 pagodas 10^ 
fanams which he still owed. Regarding the latter, I 
observed, ‘We have paid him more than 2,900 rupees 
for the 4,000 rupees’ worth of wheat purchased by 


^ M&si| Fx&bliayft, 
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him, about ] ,000 rupees are still due and may be 
set against what he owes, and the balance may be paid 
to him.’ I then asked him for payment in cash, or 
for a note to the merchants, for the sum of 2,500 and 
odd pagodas, deducting the value of the unbleached 
Dutch cloth, ^ the cloth nine k§.ls wide, and the coarse 
soldier’s cloth already delivered. He answered that 
he would look into the accounts, strike the balance, 
and, if he had money enough, he would send it to 
me. Meanwhile, as two or three people had been 
sent by the Glovernor to fetch me, I had to go in 
haste, so I took leave and went. 

What occurred at the Governor’s was as 
follows : — He asked how much paddy had been 
brought in to the bazaar. I told him 610 bullock- 
loads. Then I reported that it had been proclaimed 
by tom-tom in Ouddalore that Bang’s ships were 
expected with 10,000 military, not under the 
Company’s orders, and that therefore the people 
would do well to send away their women and 
children, and only men [ ].2 

Monday i February 26 .^ — This morning, I sent 
Virar%havan with M. Lucas’ receipt for 2,857rupees 
to M. Cornet, to get the pagodas as arranged yes- 
terday. He sent a message back that the receipt 
was incorrect and that he could not pay without the 
Governor’s orders. I went to the Fort to speak to 

1 1 take tills to be the *Guin6es sorte hollandaise^ mentioned b 
in JDehh* dVf Gone 8iip in, 26 

® I have found no confirmation of this in the English reoeid^ 

» ISbli Prabhara, 
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him about it. There I found M. Cornet, M. Legou, 
M. Lemaire, and a priest of the Capuchins’ Church 
whose name 1 do not know. On seeing me, 
M. Cornet said to the Second, ‘ Eanga Pillai has 
come to ask for his money. He says the receipt 
he has got from M. Lucas is for 2,867 rupees; 
but it only says that 867 have been advanced 
on account of 2,000 rupees.’ He asked M. Lemaire 
to read the receipt. He took and read it, and 
said it was really so. 1 took the receipt from biTvi 
and explained it to them, and then M. Lemaire 
agreed and said I was right ; the Second and the 
Padre also agreed that 2,857 rupees was right. 
Then the Second said to M. Cornet, ‘ Your objec- 
tions are useless and frivolous ; you had better pay.’ 
He then said he would pay to-morrow, and asked 
how many garse of paddy had arrived from the out- 
villages. I said, thirty-six. ‘ When will the rest 
come?’ he asked. I explained that it was being 
brought in daily. Then I salaamed to M. Dulaurens 
and M. Delarche who had just come. I said to M. 
Delarche, ‘ You have already seen M. Lucas’ receipt ; 
M. Cornet has objected to it, but 1 have convinced 
him, and he has agreed to pay it.’ Then M. De- 
larche asked whether Muttu Malli, Reddi had any 
property here. I professed ignorance and said, 

‘ He used to have some but I do not know whether 
he has any here now.’ He said that Muttu Malia 
Reddi had written to ask that his goods here might 
h? sep.t to him, and that he had replied, desiring a 
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list of the goods to be shown to the Governor. 
While he was speaking of other matters, M. Dalau- 
rens and M. Cornet came out onto the verandah. 
M. Dulaurens asked if I had ordered three garse 
of paddy to be delivered at AlisapS,kkam. T told 
him that I had given the order at onoe and that his 
people had gone for it. I added, ‘ You said that 
what M. Desvoeux owed me for broad-oloth had 
been ‘transferred to the accounts of M. Nicholas' 
and the others concerned; it is a long standing 
debt; please procure its payment.’ He replied 
angrily, ‘ Why do you ask for it here ? Can yon not 
come to my house and ask for it ? ’ I said, ‘ Sir, till 
now I have not spoken to you about it in anyone’s 
hearing, but only when you were alone ; and you 
have just spoken about it before M. Cornet and M. 
Delarche.’^ He then said in their hearing, ‘ When 
I wrote for the money he never sent any ; what I 
said to you must have referred to his private 
account.’ On that M. Delarche asked M. Dulau» 
rens, ‘ Does M. Soude ® stiU owe Ranga Pillai any 
money?’ M. Dulaurens said that be still owed four 
or five thousand pagodas, and turning to me asked 
if I would not offer five per cent, commission for 
the recovery of the money. I said so that all could 
hear, that I would. M. Dulaurens said, ‘ He will 


^ He was a Sous-Marokand and under-bookkeeper. 

^ Apparently tbe reference to paddy at Alisap&kkam must some- 
refer to DeBvoeta’ debt, or else we muet suppose sometbing to have 
ulropped oiit of tlie text. 

^ THe name is oonjeotural. 
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enter so much damaged by wet and so forth.’ — ‘ If 
he says so without reason,’ I answered, ‘ none will 
agree to it. He must bring some proof.* — ‘ That is 
true,’ he said. Then he went away. M. Cornet 
said, ‘ Come to me when you leave the G-overnor’s.’ 

I said I would. When he also had gone, M. Delarche 
said, ‘Yon had better present a petition to the 
Council, asking for an order that your debt be paid 
out of any money due to M. Desvoeux.’ I said I 
would do so. Then we talked together of other 
things. — M. Delarche said boastfully, ‘Muruga 
Pillai is a clever man, and I will take the first 
opportunity to get rid of Lazar and employ him 
instead.’ Then he said Alagappa Mudali was also 
a clever man, honest and trustworthy, and so forth. 
Then he went into M. Trullet’s shop, and when he 
had come out again, 1 also bought some packets of 
paper and went to the Grovernor’s. 

As the Governor had been at a ball last night 
he stayed in bed till eleven. I went and waited at 
my nut-godown. Then he sent for me. He said, 

‘ I hear an Englishman has gone to Arcot from 
Sadras to buy horses.^ Write to our Vakil at Arcot 
and to the merchants there about it.’ I said if I 
had known of it before I would have Written to 
prevent any being sold to the English ; but as I did 


^ I have foimd no otlier reference to this. Mutyddn, however, was 
commissioned to buy horses at Arcot, He bought three and then the 
merchants raised the price against him Country 0orre8;pondmce, X74B, 
p. 20 . 
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not know what had happened I would write and find 
out. Then I came home for my food. 

This evening the Governor sent for me and told 
me about a letter from K§.rik§.l, that the arrival of 
Kattigai here was known at Tanjore, as well as his 
allowance of 6 ohakrams a day. He ordered them to 
be sent away.’^ I said ‘ It is true, 8ir. They would 
not keep quiet, till their business was settled. They 
have worried Niyaka TambMn; and so matters 
have become public,’ and I explained that it was 
not my fault. The Governor answered, ‘What 
does it matter ? Tell them to go away for the pre- 
sent,’ and gave a pass for them. He again called 
me and said, ‘ See that you don’t hide them some- 
where here and pretend to me that they have gone.’ 
I said, * How could it be done, Sir ? I would never 
do a thing like that. I know what it would be.’ 
‘ True,’ he answered ; ‘ but I said so lest you should 
think you could not send them away, since you had 
given them your promise.’ I answered, * I would 
never do so ; ’ and sent to the people at once, 
directing them to get ready for their departure. 
They were receiving for their expenses first five 
ohakrams and then four — and at that rate I had 
batta for them for four or five days more which I 


^ The cause of Dapleix* dismissal of Kifctigai is probablj to be fottnd 
in the political conditions of the time. When a large English fleet was 
expected, it would have been unwise to provoke the ot Tanjore. In 
the previous year, when the question of Sh&liji was first raised, I*e Riche 
had observed the times were not suitable for such an enterprise Ze 
Siche to September 24, 1747. (P.JB.— fTb. 83). 
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gave them. So I sent them away at half-past three, 
after I had got the gates opened. It was the 
Carnival to-day. To-day was the SivarS,tri festival.* 
This evening at seven o’clock K&lav&y Kumara 
Pillai came, and said he had been sent by Appn 
Mudali with a message as foUows : — 

‘ This afternoon at four Madame said to Appn 
Mudali before Varlam and head-peon Muttu, “ You 
are a great rascal ; you tell all my secrets to Banga 
Pillai. You get news from VarlSm and carry it 
straight to him. You also plotted to poison 
Varlim. You pimp for him and give him drugs to 
make him talk and let out secrets, so you get news 
and carry it at once to Eangappa. Up till now I 
have spent nearly 3,000 rupees on getting reliable 
news for the G-overnor from Porto Novo and Port 
St. David ; and have taken much trouble over it, and 
have got some extremely important information ; but 
you are always trying to get it out of Varlam so that 
you may tell Eanga Pillai. Then he comes and 
reports it as his own, so all my trouble is wasted. 
You are a thief; Aruntohala Ohetti is a thief; so are 
seven or eight others, who are leagued with you to 
steal whatever you want in the town. I will have 
aU these things looked into, and tell the Q-ovemor, 
and have you given a lesson. What business have 
you here? Go home.” Appu Mudali answered, 
“ Am I to go for your orders ? If the Governor 

1 The might preoedi3a.g the Febrnady mew moom, kept ae a vigil im 
homoor of Siva* 
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tells me, I will go.” Madame said, “ Very well ! 
we shall see ; everything will come to light. Up 
till now Reingappan has imprisoned many as spies, 
hut it’s nothing but a pretence. I know all about 
it, and so does the Governor. He will inquire into 
it.” Appu Mudali also said to Madame, “ Varl&mis 
not a child. Let him say to my face what secrets he 
has told me ; let whichever of us lies be taught a 
lesson.” ’ 

I sent as a reply, ‘ Only the man with a heavy 
purse fears thieves. Let her report matters to the 
G-overnor and let him inquire into the truth of the 
matter.’ 

Tuesday, February 27}— This morning the Gov- 
ernor sent for me, and said, ‘ Write letters to Prat^b 
Singh, MjS, of Tanjore, and Man6ji Appi, * saying, 
“We thought Sh&hji was dead,® and are astonished 
to hear that you have written to M. Paradis, the 
chief of K&rikS.!, to say that the old Sarabh&ji’s 
son, Sh^hji the late tyrannous EtjS,, has been kept in 
Pondichery ; it surprises us as much as if a dead man 
had come to life again. We could get no advantage 
from helping him ; and so why should we concern 
ourselves with so unlucky a man ? We only concern 
ourselves with our own affairs, and don’t interfere 
with strangers. Why should we undertake such a 


1 19tli M§«i, Prabhava. 

* At this time Prat&b Singh's chief minister. In later years he was 
the chief advocate of the English alliance at the Tanjore Court. 

* See p. 350 ante. 
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tMng P Up to now, whom ]ia\e we helped ? and what 
has made you suspect we had helped any one ? We 
are even more surprised that, though our behaviour 
is well known to you, you should write thus. You 
are ruler of a country. We value your friendship 
and desire your prosperity. You know these things 
well. It astonishes us more and more that you 
should write thus. Do not believe those who tell 
false tales in your ears. Else trouble will arise in 
the country.’ 

Three letters were thus written to the aforesaid 
persons and were sent to M. Paradis with copies 
for him to see. Also there was sent enclosed, a 
letter written to R§.ja Prattb Singh by Anand&ji 
Gorpad^ (who has been here for the last four or five 
days in our service with twenty-two horse) explaining 
the facts as follows : — ‘ Yon are said to suspect that 
Shdhji Rdji. has taken shelter in Pondiohery. This 
is not true. I have been here for some days and I 
am not ignorant of what happens in this place.’ The 
letter concluded with other boasting words. All these 
letters were put together, addressed to M. Paradis, 
and were sent to KirikS.! as was directed. When I 
was about to return from the Governor’s he told me 
to see TarwMi and get a bill of exchange on K&rikgl 
for two thousand orescent pagodas of eight touch. 
Accordingly I sent Guntfir BSlu Chetti for the pur- 
pose and then came home for my food. At five I 
took to the Governor the Ohetti’s bill on TT ar iMI and 
said that, if it was to be sent, M. Bertrand should be 
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ordered to get tlie cover ready and then it could go 
at once. He took the bill of exchange from me and 
sent for M. Bertrand and told him that he would 
order two thousand pagodas, the amount of the 
draft, and fifteen pagodas for the cost of remittance, 
to be paid to-morrow. I then said, ‘AnandS]! 
Gorpad^, ^ son of Parsdji Gorpad6 the elder brother 
of Sidddji Gorpad^, has been waiting here for 
the last five or six days with twenty-two horse. 
I hear he is a big man and has come here because of 
a domestic quarrel. He should be told plainly that 
his men can be enlisted at the pay given to the fifty 
horse lately raised, and that thay may remain or 
depart as they choose.’ ’.Abd.ul-rahTn§,n who was 
present was at once ordered to inform Anand&ji 
GorpadS that the men might be enlisted from Maroh.^ 
The Governor then conversed with the four French- 
men who have been released from Fort St. David 
in exchange for the four Englishmen who have been 
released here. I took leave of him and went to my 
nut-godown. As their fast "will begin to-morrow, 
they have planned a ball for to-night also. Madame 
d’Auteuil and her niece, Ohonohon,* are to appear as 
Musalm^tn ladies, so they asked me for some Mu- 
salmln jewels set with precious stones; I got some 
from Ohandfi. S&hib’s family and others, made out a 
list of the ornaments and then came home at nine. 


^ Apparently E&o’fl oousin. 

a Th e p et name_pf Ma»d^e DopleU* youngest daughter, ^aafie 

Vincens, bom in 
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After-wards MadaE^nda Pandit came to my house and 
said, ‘ Vlmul Venkatapati NIyakkan who formerly 
gave some lands to my mother-in-law has wriUen 
to me to secure your friendship and has sent you a 
present of two TMpatri sheets. He also asks me to 
let him know how he should address you in the letters 
by which he hopes to improve your friendship.’ I 
accepted the sheets and gave pin sup§rt to the man 
who had brought them, dismissing him with a pro- 
mise of a suitable present when he returns to his 
home. 

Wednesday, February — When I went to the 
G-overnor this morning, he had an order written for 
the payment of 2,015 pagodas and gave it me telling 
me to get the money from theSecond — 2,000 pagodas 
for the bill of exchange given by TarwMi yesterday 
for despatch to K9.rik&l and fifteen pagodas, for the 
cost of remittance. I gave the order to Bilu Ohetti 
and told him to get the money from the Second. I 
then put the bill of exchange in the cover given me 
last night, and at once gave it to two of Malayappan’s 
peons, to take to KirikSl, telling them to start as 
soon as the gates were opened and to catch up the 
Chidambaram runners. 

To-day was the first day of Lent and also New 
Moon Day. I came home at half-past eleven after 
reporting the Choultry news as usual. After 
I had eaten, I slept a while and in the evening 
I went out through the north gate to MlnS,kshi 


^ 20fc]i MdiSii Prabhara. 
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AmmUVs Choultry where I met Aanaphrua Ayyan 
aud VirS. NSyakkan. While 1 was talking with them 
V^damhrti SingSra AcMiiySr arrived on horseback 
from Kirv^ti with presents and Basham Baja’s com- 
pliments on the birth of my son. As soon as he saw 
me he dismounted and told me that he was bringing 
me presents from S^shara Raj a with congratula- 
tions. I thanked him for the Raja’s kindness and 
sent him into the town, desiring him to go to my 
house and promising to follow quickly. A quarter 
of an hour later I reached my nut-godown whence I 
oame home. At half-past eight Singara Achariyar 
gave me the presents of cloths, etc., brought from 
Raohapaiaiyam together with a cadjan letter from the 
Raja. He also related the news to me. When I 
had distributed pan suparl among my visitors, and 
engaged myself for a while in enquiring after the 
Raja’s health, I dismissed the Ichariyar to his lodg- 
ing. To-day I feasted Baiayya’s son who had come 
jfrom Oonjeeveram. As desired he came to see me at 
night. When I had presented him with two yards 
of white broad-cloth, I told him that the property 
of the Bommaiyapaiaiyam Mutt had been seized 
owing to some mismanagement, and desired him to 
see that the matter was put right at the Darbar and 
the property restored to the Mutt. I dismissed 
him with complimentary words and had my supper. 
After this I was talking with the Company’s mer- 
chants till midnight, when they took leave and I 
went to bed. 

60 



m 


mu DI4BT OF 


[Feb. 28 , 


Ananda Gorpad^, son of Pars63i the elder 
brother of Sidd6ii, was lying at Ella Pillai Manta- 
pam with tbe twenty-two Maratha horse he had 
brought with him from Kdt^lu, Mulavai, Cnddapah 
and those parts. As they have been engaged for 
service in Pondichery, ’Abd-iil-rahmS-n went this 
evening to bring them into the fort, but when they 
came to the barrier on the Pndup8,laiyam road, 
close to the Bound-hedge, the peons at the barrier 
refused them entrance and only admitted ’Abd-ul- 
rahmlln and his horsemen. In spite of ’Abd-ul- 
rahmS,n’s assurances that the Governor had ordered 
the Marathas to be taken to the fort, the guards at 
the barrier would not let them enter as they had no 
passes. ’Abd"ul-rahmtn again declared that he was 
not telling lies but in vain. They said, ‘ Why 
should not a thousand people come and ask for 
admittance, saying that they have the Governor’s 
orders? Are we to admit them all? No, we will 
not do so unless the Marathas produce written 
permits,’ He thereupon grew angry, dismounted 
from his horse and tried to push them away. They 
still resisted and in the struggle his clothes were 
tom. At last they yielded when he ordered his 
men to load their carbines and threatened that he 
would report them to the Governor and get them 
punished.’ Then ’Abd-ul-rahmin led the Marathas 
to the town gate where he met with a similar resist-, 
ance from the European guards ; but, thinking that 
he could not force an entrance there as he had done 
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at tke barrier, be at oace sent word to the Goyem- 
or •who sent a European horseman to see that 
they were let in. Thus they found great difficulty 
in getting into the town. This was the news I 
heard. 

Thursday, February 29} — ’Abd-ul-rahmtn has 
reported to the Governor by means of Madame 
that my people insulted him in the public road by 
refusing him admittance, pulling his horse down and 
tearing his clothes. He said that he was ashamed 
to live in the town any longer, for he had been 
insulted before strangers who had always held him 
in great honour ; and that now be could never visit 
their country without dishonour, as they would make 
light of him and his name. So he demanded either 
that he should be allowed to depart or that the ears 
of those who had dishonoured him should be cut off 
and they themselves be driven out of the bounds. 
As the Governor’s mind had been poisoned •vdth 
such news, the moment he saw me he asked why 
’Abd-ul-rahmli.n had been thus insulted. I begged 
-him to be so gracious as to hear me patiently for a 
€ew moments. He assented, and I then said, ‘ You 
have strictly ordered that all on horseback or in 
palankins should be stopped at the barriers and not 
admitted till they have shown their passes and 
given a full account of themselves. Therefore 
on this occasion the Marathas were stopped; but 


^SlstMAei, PnbliaTa. 
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’Abd-ul-rahral,n. 'would not listen to the men at the 
bai'rier and chose to assault them and forced a 
way in for the Maratbas.’ The Governor then 
reprimanded ’Abd-ul-rahmi.n and his dub^sh, a lame 
man, for their having ventured to disobey the order 
and to take advantage of the guards’ weakness. 
He however answered, ‘ We never wished to take 
the Marathas in with us. It was only when my 
horsemen were not allowed to enter that I attempted 
to force my way in. Then I was assaulted and put 
to shame.’ The Governor asked me, * What have 
you to say to that ?’ I answered, ‘ One thing may be 
said. Were the sepoys interfered with when they 
passed five or six times to and from the Maratha 
quarters outside the barrier ? This of itself proves 
that the guards did nothing wrong.’ The Governor 
thought over the matter, and then, desiring to test 
the truth of my words, sent for the European 
corporal who happened to have been present. But 
he declared that he had been asleep and so had seen 
nothing. The peons and aU the Tamils who chanced 
to have been at the gate were summoned. When 
they came, they said, ‘ We showed all marks of 
respect to ’Abd-ul-rahm^n, and explained to him 
that we should' be disobeying our orders if we 
admitted the Marathas without a pass. On which 
he said that he had forgotten to get one but that he 
had the Governor’s orders to bring the Marathas in. 
lEhen- he forced a way through and this caused a 
souffle, for which we are not to blame.’ When the 
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Governor had heard all these details, he reflected 
that ’Abd-ul-rahm^n could not be chastised, and 
replied, ‘ Neither you nor they were in the •wrong, 
for both were acting according to my orders.’ 
So he dismissed both the parties. But ’Abd-ul- 
rahmSn declared that he would no longer take any 
passes from me ; and Shaikh IbrS,htm was ordered 
to admit ’Abd-ul-rahm4n’s men on production of 
a pass bearing his Persian seal and six French seals. 
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. MARCH 1748. 

Friday, March 1 } — A list of presents for Ananda 
Mo G-orpadA son of ParsSji Gorpad6, Sidd6ji 
Gorpad^’s elder brother, to be got ready by 
M. Comet — 

Scailet broad-clotb 8 yards. 

A pistol 

Hungary water ... 4 flasks. 

Imperial water 4 flasks. 

To-day ’Abd-nl-rabm^n went to the Governor 
and told bim that the Maratha horsemen had come 
to pay their respects. When I was writing accounts 
in the room where Eanga Pillai keeps the money, 
I heard the Governor wanted me. When I went, 
he asked whether 1 had settled the Maratha horse- 
men’s pay. I replied that I had settled with them 
for 15 rupees for each horse and 6 rupees for each 
trooper, like ’ Abd-ul-rahm&.n’s men, with aUowanoes 
of rice and ghee. He then asked what the leader’s 
pay was ; and I said that it had been left for his 
decision. Shaikh Hasan suggested that it might be 
the same as the under-jemadars.’ The Governor 
said to me in French that the jemadar would be 
displeased if the new man received as much as he ; 
and that we must keep him contented for the pre- 
sent. I agreed. Then he desired me to make a 
list of presents for the Marathas. When I asked 


^ a2nd Prabhara. 
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what the yalae was to be, he said, ‘I don’t know. 
Yon can make the list ; you know to whom presents 
must be given.’ I at once made the list as written 
above and got an order to M. Cornet signed by the 
Governor. Shaikh ’ Abd-ul-rahmS,n begged me to for- 
give him for yesterday’s business. He had already 
Sent a message by Madaninda Pandit, laying him- 
self at my feet, but I will not enter the whole matter 
in detail lest I should seem to do so out of vanity. 
He also begged me to contipue to issue passes to his 
people. I replied, with compliments, that I could 
not do that without fresh orders from the Governor, 
else there would be complaints. He said, * I got his 
permission this morning and he will tdl you so if 
you ask him.’ I replied with proper compliments. 

Just then M. Cornet brought me back the list 
of presents saying that everything was ready. I put 
them in the godown and came home to eat. 

At half-past three, Ananda Mo Gorpad^ with 
his 22 horse waited on the Governor and ofEered 
him a half-starved horse as a present; the Governor 
would not accept it; but gave the following 
presents : — 

Scarlet hroad-oloth .. ... 8 yards. 

Green broad-cloth ... ... ... 8 yards. 

Hungary water ... ... ... 4 flasks. 

They received the presents and took their leave. 
The Maratha chief seemed to me the sort of man 
who would collect cheroot-ends — ^not a man of good 
breeding. I cannot believe that he is a nephew of 
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SiddOji Gorpadfi; I am sure lie is not, for, if lie were 
nally well-bred, he would not behave as he does. 

The Governor sent for me at eight this evening ; 
and when I went, I learnt that he had been 
closeted with Madame. I guessed at once that a spy 
had seized one of onr peons and that was why the 
Governor had sent for me. I thought that it might 
be Eonda E&j^l Ayyan of Olukarai who had been 
seized; and so it was, for I saw him standing 
before the Governor and Madame. As soon as I 
had salaamed, he told me to ask Eonda if he 
had not received pay from MahAjA Madame said, 
‘ It is no use asking him in Eanga Pillai’s presence, 
for he will only contradict what he has already told 
us.’ The Governor at once said angrily, ‘ Then you 
must have told me something he did not really say. 
What you have said till now must be untrue. Your 
spies are very clever, but I know what is reaUy 
going on.’ She muttered something, but made no 
answer. The Governor, adding angrily, ‘ To send 
and seize innocent persons who are doing their duty I 
Excellent 1 ,’ went to supper, and she followed. 

Then I went away to my nut-godown. I do not 
know what Madame had proposed doing with Eonda 
Efi,i&; but the Governor ordered him to be kept 
at the Nayin&r’s house and be set free to-morrow. 
I begged him to enquire into the false charge and 
punish whoever was guilty, and said, ‘ You told me 
to get information for the Company and I do so ; 
but I will cease to do so as soon as you tell me to, 
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And now the people who bring me news will be 
afraid.’ But he went in to supper as though he 
had not heard uhat I said. I thought to mjself 
* He knows Madame’s character. He has gone away 
without answering me because he fears the scandal 
caused by his acting on her words. He must be 
bewitched, else he would have c astised her ; but 
he has gone away like a blind man.’ I ought to 
have noted th s above, but forgot to. 

Sunday, Match 3 } — This morning the Govern- 
or went to Church; and when he returned, all the 
Europeans and officers came with a petition praying 
for the release, at whatever cost to the Company, of 
M. Mainville and the others who were seized by the 
Mysoreans when on the Company’s business. The 
Governor dismissed them, promising that they 
should soon be free. He then sent for me and 
scolded me for not having already secured their 
release. I said, ‘ Our letters have been effectual and 
they will soon be at liberty; a small ransom 
■was demanded, but that has been settled and sent.* 
There is no other news worth writing. 

[Mondayl March This morning I went to 
M. Cornet to settle our accounts. The goods were 
entered in the accounts of the Company’s merchants 
and I got receipts for them. I gave them the 
receipts and received the money. I received 500 
pagodas as desired, from Tiruviti Bdlu Chetti and 

i24tkMisi, Prabkava. 
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Salatu VenkatSciala Chetti on accotint of tliewkeat 
busiaess ; tbe balance of 195 pagodas, 46 cask in 
two or three days [ ]. 

Tuesday, Mareh 5 } — I beard some bad news 
this morning when I went to the Governor’s. 
M. Barnewall who married a daughter of M. 
Vincens and the Governor’s wife came from Madras 
to stay here with his wife and having heard that 
M. Bussy had seduced her, he fought a duel with him 
with swords and was wounded. Even the Governor 
heard of this. M. Barnewall, fearing lest others 
also should seduce her, and being in a very angry 
mood, left for Tranquebar and stayed there. Now 
news has come that Madame Barnewall is dead.^ 
I hear that both the Governor and his wife are 
muoh^ concerned. I went with M. Boyelleau and 
M. Cornet to condole with him. The Governor told 
me in their presence that Madame Barnewall had 
died the day before yesterday after two days’ 
illness. I said, ‘ How many misfortunes have 
befallen Madame, and now this sad news I’, thus 
expressing my deep regret. He then told me that 


^ 26t]i M&si, Prabhava. 

2 Frar^cis Coyle de Barnewall, son of Anthony Coyle de Barnewall 
and Anbonia de Carvalho (^better known by the name of her second hisband 
as * Mrs. de Madeiros* , was a Free Merchant of Madras. In 1738 he married 
Eose Vincens. On the capture of Madras, he certainly afforded asaistanoe 
to La Bonrdonnais, but after the rendition of the place he settled ones 
more under the prote ‘tion of the Bnirlish Ranga Pillai’s stoiy is partly 
corroboritedby the omio is fact that in March 1717, tne Bainewalls were 
at Tranquebar, and Dupleix ordered Bussy to be sent to Ponliohery fiona 
KS»rik&l wich an esooit ‘pour 1* emp«cher de passer ^ T>*anqnebart, ot 
du moins de se trouver k quelque rendezvous ^ 1^6 Riche oL DupUw, 
q, 1747 83). 
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he had heard yesterday from Bengal that Madame 
d’ Espr^m^nil was so ill that her life was despaired 
of. ‘ And all her children have died young,’ he added. 
I sugi^ested to him that he might as well now tell 
Madame about her eldest son’s being cut to pieces 
on board ship, the news of which has been kept 
secret. He replied, ‘ That’s what I thought, and I 
have already told her.’ 

Then he turned to M. Cornet and asked him what 
paper he had in his hand. He gave it to him 
saying that it was a letter from M. Lucas at 
Cuddapah. He read it and asked M. Cornet if he 
had consulted me about it. He replied, ‘ Ranga 
Pillai says that he sent M. Lucas a bill of exchange 
for 2,000 rupees (but not payable to him) by his 
man Sakkarai Pillai, with letters to the merchants 
asking them to pay M. Lucas the money if he made 
purchases. But he wanted the money before buying 
anything. In spite of Sakkarai Pillai’ s promise to 
get the money as soon as goods were bought, he 
took the bill and asked the merchants for the money. 
They refused as the bill was in Sakkarai Pillai’s name 
only. Now he writes angrily because things have not 
gone as he wished.’ The Governor told M. Cornet 
to write at once to M. Lucas sajing plainly that he 
had not received any money because he had bought 
nothing and that he should at once buy and despatch 
goods to the amount that he had been advanced. 
M. Cornet said he would do so and went away, 
having expressed his sorrow for Madame Barnewall’s 
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death.. He asked me to go to see him at his house. 
Then I went to mj nut-godown, I was again sent 
for and asked by the Governor how many bullock- 
loads of paddy had been received in the bazaars. I 
said, 785. He then told me to buy for the Company 
every evening one or two hundred bullock-loads. I 
said I would. He asked what Alisapikkam would 
yield. I said that it would yield 20 or 30 garse. He 
said, ‘ A.lways have at least 200 garse in store and 
then you need not worry yourself.’ I said I would 
do so. He then asked whether only paddy had been 
received or rice also. I reported to him the choultry 
news. When I came to the item ‘ 12 bullock-loads 
and 12 packages of sugar, ’ he interrupted me and 
said, ‘ Ranga Pillai, there are 300 candies of sugar- 
candy that have lain by me for the last four years. 
Send for the writer to tell the Company’s merchants, 
and try to sell it a little at a time.’ I replied that I 
would speak to the Company’s merchants and tell 
him what they said. Theo writer Ranga Pillai came. 
On being asked how much sugarcandy was on 
hand, he replied, ‘ Out of 300 candies received, 100 
were sent to Mocha and 200 remain. ’ The Governor 
said, * I am sure there are 300 candies. Look into 
the accounts and tell me.’ The writer said he would 
and went away. I said that I would consult the 
merchants and let him know; and went away to my 
nut-godown. 

One Miyisi a horseman who deserted to Fort 
St. David fiye or six months ago, owing to a q^uarrel 
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■with ’Abd-ul-ralimS.n, returned this eveniug, haying 
made it up ■with him. As they could find no oppor- 
tunity of seeing the Governor, they came and told 
me the Fort St. David news and went away. 

Wednesday, March 6 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he was searching for a letter 
from Manilla. As he was too busy to speak "virith 
me, I went to writer Kanga PiUai’s ofiBce, thence to 
Madame to condole with her on the death of Madame 
Barnewall(Vincens’ daughter) andreturned. A ohob- 
dar came and told me that the Governor was asking 
for me ; and when I went, I reported the choultry 
news. Then Madame Porcher presented a petition 
to the Governor. Having read it, he asked me who 
Venkata Reddi was. I replied that he was a native 
of Madras but had lived here for the last ten years. 
He asked, ‘ What is he ? ’ I replied, ‘ He used to be a 
dub§.sh, but now does a little business on his o^wn 
aoooiuit.’ The Governor remarked, ‘ There is a suit 
between him and M. Porcher. But ought one to cal 
the other a thief before the matter is decided ? ’ I 
answered, ‘ Has he an iron head that he should call a 
gentleman a thief and pre.sent such a petition? 
The petition is not in his own language. There may 
have been a mistake in the translation or some 
thing, "Would he be so bold as to call a gentleman a 
thief? No one would say such a thing even in 
conversation ; and would he then dare to write it in 


1 27i3i M&si, Prabhava, 
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a petition to tbe Council ? He is a timid man. He 
asked me to see the gentleman and said he "would 
speak to him about it. But as this was an affair in 
which a European was concerned, I said it would 
be better for me to do nothing.’ The Governor said, 
‘ You were right. This is a matter in which a 
European is concerned. You should not meddle 
in it. ’ I said that was why I had done nothing, 
and continued, ‘This Reddi is a rogue. He is a 
servant of M. Porcher. He once served M. Soude 
and cheated him ; and now he has done the 
same by M. Porcher.’ The Governor agreed, 
and saying that a mistake had probably been made 
by the European who wrote the petition, desired 
me to send for the Reddi. I sent a peon for him. 
Then Madame Porcher came and said to the 
Governor, ‘ You once spoke to Ranga Pillai about 
our business and we got it settled. If you will 
speak to him again now, I shall not trouble you 
any more, and we will finish the affair direct with 
him.’ He then told me to look to their business. 
I replied, ‘ 1 have done nothing to help them, but 
will do so now.’ She then took leave. As it was 
noon, I also took leave and came home. On the 
way, I met Venkata Reddi and asked him how he 
had dared to call M. Porcher a thief in his peti- 
tion. He replied, ‘ May I be punished if I wrote 
that I The petition w as written by M. DesmarSts — 
ask him about it. Madame Porcher threatened to 
beat me with a slipper before M. Desmar^ts and 
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M. Le Beaiime I cpnl)riDg'wiiiiessesto proTetlds.’ 
I said, ‘ I have already told the Governor that such a 
thing could not have heen written, and as you have 
been sent for, you had better go and explain.’ He 
then replied piteously that he was afraid to go 
except with me lest he should be put to shame. I 
said, ‘ The Governor is now at dinner. I am 
going home but shall retuim at four o’clock. If the 
Governor sends for you in the mean time, go and 
explain to him.’ Then I came home. Later on 
Venkata Reddi came and told me that he had spok- 
en to M. Desmar§ts who said that he would go 
and explain the matter, as he had written the peti- 
tion. At three o’clock a peon came and told me that 
I was called for. It was nearly four o’clock when 
I arrived, and I met M. Desmar^ts at the gate of 
the Governor’s house. He said, ‘ I wrote Venkata 
Eeddi’s petition against M. Porcher, who has com- 
plained to the Governor that he is called a thief in it. 
He is not familiar with legal papers. He thought, 
" M. Porcher knows that ParamSnandan is a thief” 
meant “ ParamSnandan is a thief as well as M. 
Porcher,”^ and so presented a petition to the Gov- 
ernor. I went to the Governor, showed him the 
petition and explained the matter. He laughed 
and said that M. Porcher had misunderstood it.’ 
He then went home and I went in to the Governor. 


^ The confision presumably arostj out of an inversion of tne subject 
,nd verb — * Sqiait le sieor Porcher. . t ’ 
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As soon as he saw me, he gave me a letter to the 
Governor of Negapatam to be sent at once by two 
peons ■who were to wait for a reply. He then 
went for a drive. Immediately, I sent for two of 
Malaiappan’s peons and, having despa<-ched them 
to Negapatam, went out. I returned to the nut-go- 
down in the evening, and then heard that I had 
been sent for. When I went, the Governor was 
talking with [ ] upstairs. I went up. 

He came and asked mo how many garse of paddy 
had been supplied to the Company from the vil- 
lages. I said, only 70. He then asked, * Has none 
of the paddy brought into the bazaar been sold either 
yesterday or to-day?’ I told him, 6 or 7 garse. 
On this, he said, ‘ See that there is always a stock 
of 300 garse. Be careful till there is; after- 
wards, you need not worry.’ I then gave him an 
account — 

Prom the out-villages including Olukarai, 
MurungampSikkam and Ariydn- 

kuppam .. 100 garse 

Alisapakkam 20 or 25 garse 

From the northward ...80 or 34 garse 

Already in stock 27 or 30 garse 

In all, 190 or 200 garse, and I said that 100 
garse more would have to be purchased. He said, 

‘ Very well,’ and asked whether a reply had not yet 
been received from K^si D4s Bukkanji about the 
matter. ^ I replied, ‘ No.’ He asked, ‘ Why this 

iT ' ' ---------------------- 

^ It is not clear wVtat this ‘ matter * was ; later passages suggest 
^hat Dupleix was anxious to borrow irom Kisi D§*s. 
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delay ? Is he at all dissatisfied ? ’ I replied, ‘ I 
think he is. When he asked whether the things 
entrusted to him by Safdar ’All Kh^n, and said to 
have been lost in the plunder of Mylapore, were in 
the Fort at Madras, there was some delay in our 
reply. Perhaps he was displeased.’ Thereupon 
he asked me what the articles were and what was 
their value. I replied that I had heard what their 
value was but had forgotten. He told me to find out 
and tell him. I said I would do so, and when I 
was about to leave, he asked me whether MutyMu 
Nay akkan had not yet returned from Cuddapah. I 
said I had heard this morning that he had reached 
Sholinghur by way of Tirupati with 50 horse and 
that he would be at Arcot to-morrow. He said, 
‘ Can’t we catch him on his way ? ’ — ‘ We can, * I said, 
*if we send enough men.’ He said, * We still have 
at Arcot the men who complained to the Nawfib 
about the loss inflicted on the northern merchants 
by the burning of their ships. Write to our Vakil 
to explain to Anwar-ud-dln Kh^n and Sampfiti 
Edo that they can easily secure compensation if 
Muty&lu Ndyakkan is seized; and tell him to do 
whatever is necessary. Should this fail, let us try 
to seize him on his return.’ Then I went to the 
nut-godown, and told Madan^nda Pandit to write 
to Vakil Subbayyan as follows : — * Try to get 
MutyMu N^akkan arrested; if you cannot do 
that, post fifty or sixty horse and a hundred Bondilis 
or Pathdns on his road or seize him somehow with 
5 ? 
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Venkatapati N^yakkan’s kelp, in revenge for tke 
burning of the northern mei’chants ’ ships. Ask His 
Highness Anwar-ud-din KhAn who has already been 
approached about it, to order MutySlu H^yakkan to 
pay compensation for the ships ; if he does not pay, 
horsemen and a hundred peons should be secretly 
sent to seize him on the road. If you manage to 
seize him, you shall be allowed to use a palankin 
and given an allowance for it ; and you shall remain 
in the Company’s service for life. But if you fail, 
you will lose your post. The peons shall be given 
a whole month’s pay for the five or six days ’ work; 
but they must agree to be imprisoned for three or 
four months if they fail.’ Another letter was writ- 
ten to Muhammad Tavakkal in my name, with 
suitable compliments, saying, ‘The NawS,b need not 
be asked to send people to Fort St David about the 
northern merchants’ business, as Mutyllu N^yak- 
kan will soon arrive, and by arresting him their 
money may be easily recovered. A good opportunity 
has thus offered itself, and if it is seized, our object 
will be easily gained.’ The letters were given to 
M^niiji and Appayyan with three rupees each and a 
note directing that they should be given ten rupees, if 
they reached Arcot quickly. They went away 
promising to reach the place in a day and a half. 

Thursday t March, 7 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, he was busy jind so, though 


^ gStli M4si, ^rabhara. 
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lie saw me, lie did not speak to me. I waited about 
kalf-an-liour and then went to writer Ranga Pillai’s 
office. As I was going, MadanSnda Pandit wbo bad 
been in the office, was sent for and taken to the 
Governor, MadanS.nda Pandit related to me what 
happened, as follows : — 

‘ Father Antony, the priest of the Lnz Church ^ 
at Mylapore, received a Telugu letter from L6ka 
Bhindhavan, a poligar of those parts, and sent it to 
Madame who gave it to me to translate. I explained 
it to the Governor from dubS.sh Appu Mudali’s 
interpretation. The Governor did not understand 
and ordered it to be given to Madame to be trans- 
lated ; so 1 brought it back to her and told her what 
the Governor had said. She told me to leave it, as 
she was too worried, a'nd said that she would send 
for me as soon as she could. So I left it and came 
away.’ He then related the contents of the letter 
‘Venkatapati NS,yakkan and another, formerly 
renters at Madras, have been living at certain big 
Muhammadan villages near Madras since the French 
seized it in the late troubles. Fearing the English 
might demand large sums of money from them, they 
seized two Vaishnava BrS,hmans belonging to the 
out-villages of Madras and have kept them in irons, 


1 Banga Pillai calls the chtirch K&ttvh6yily i.e., the ohnroh in the 
jungle '1 he Lu z Church is still known by that name. ‘ Bather Anthony ’ 
was Antonio Noronha alias Pi^re Antoine de la Purification, a cousin of 
Madame Bupleix and afterwards titular Bishop of Halicarnassus. The 
lelationship seems to have been disputed, hut it is explicitly acknowledged 
hy Dupleix himself. 
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preteadiag tliat the Bri.hmans had acted as spies 
and betrayed to the French all the secrets of the 
English at the time of the capture of Madras. Is it 
just to see them suffer for their services to the 
French ? If the renters are seized, the Company’s 
dues can be collected and the BrS,hmans can be 
released. If you do so, you will prosper and become 
famous ; and your action will not be fruitless. If I 
can help, I am ready to do whatever you desire.’ 

Now concerning the letter received by Madame 
Dupleix, she sent it to her husband pretending that 
she had heard nothing till now of her daughter’s 
death and her son’s having been killed two years 
and a half ago and that she was so overwhelmed with 
grief that she could not read the letter. She knows 
that though others understand her tricks, her hus- 
band does not, because he is so astonishingly devot- 
ed to her ; every one else knows all about her ; he 
only does not ; and that is why she returned the 
letter to him. 

As it was noon, I came home. In the afternoon, 
I went to see the threshing floor at Olukarai and 
ordered Venkat^chala Ntyakkan to have the paddy 
collected and sent to the Fort soon. At about half- 
past six, Irettimed to my nut-godown. Soon after, 
the Q-ovemor’s peons told me that I was wanted 
and I went to him. He asked me why I had not 
come this morning. I replied that he was busy and 
so I had waited in the nut-godown. He asked what 
Europe news there was. I replied that there was 
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nothing extraordinary. He then asked if TarwMi 
gave me any news. I said that he had just told me 
that news would arrive in two or three days. I then 
went to my nut-godown where MadanS,nda Pandit 
came and related that he had been sent for at three, 
and that the Governor and his wife had told him to 
translate the letter into French. There is nothing 
else of importance. 

Friday, March 8 } — This morning I went to the 
Governor and reported to him the choultry news. 
He asked me how much grain had been received on 
the Company’s account. I replied that the grain 
from the northward and what had been purchased 
in the bazaar would amount to 1 40 or 160 garse. 
Thenl heard that Akbar S^hib, DSst ’Ali Khan’s 
widow and Diw§.n Sthib had arrived from "Wandi- 
wash and I got a gate pass signed and sent it by 
OhandS, SS.hib’s people. He asked, ‘Why do these 
people go and come so often ?’ I said that, as D6st 
’All KhSn’s widow was very old and rich and lived 
here, her daughters and sons-in-law were always 
flocking round her. He only laughed at this. Then 
MadanSnda Pandit said to me in the presence of 
the Governor, ‘ Bad^ SUhib’s wife wants to go to 
Arcot. Tell the Governor.’ The Governor asked 
what the matter was. I replied, ‘ Bad6 S^b’s wife 
was once refused permission to go to Arcot with her 
son to see her old mother and return in thirty or 


^ 29fc]i M&si, Prabhava. 
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forty days. Slie is asking permission, again.’ He 
then asked how much she would pay. I replied 
that she said that she would pay two thousand 
rupees. He asked me what I had told her to offer. 
I replied that I had told her to give one thousand 
gold mohurs. He said, ‘ I will not accept less tha.n 
twenty thousand pagodas ; it is no use proposing 
such small sums.’ As MadanS,nda Pandit had been 
given a bribe of fifty pagodas, I said this much, but 
thought it was no use saying more. Then there 
is nothing more worth writing. 

This evening I was sent for by the Governor, 
and, when I went, he asked me when ChandS, SS.hib’s 
wife and Eh^ BahSdfir would pay what they 
owed. I replied that they had agreed to pay in a 
month or two. He then asked if OhandS, Sahib’s 
arrival was certain. I replied, ‘ It was said that he 
was now here, now there; but this was untrue, 
mere rumour. But the true news is as follows : — 
Si.hu Riji does nothing without consulting his two 
wives who really exercise all power. Through 
their intercession, Ohandi Sihib has really got the 
Riji’s permission to live at Arcot or Trichinopoly.’ 
The Governor asked, ‘ Why does he need to bring 
women into the matter ? ’ I answered, ‘ Have you not 
heard that Sihu Riji is a great and wise king ? If 
Sihu Riji, who is a wise king and whose country 
is at peace, did not listen to his wives, but ruled 
with justice, he would with his cavalry soon bring 
these countries under his umbrella. But he listens 
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to his wives, who allure and lead him. astray. As 
women rule, every one tries to get his own way hy 
flattering them and bowing before them. But as 
they are ignorant, they tell their ignorant thoughts 
to the who does as they say without enquiry. 
Thus affairs are mismanaged, for no man has 
rule and authority ; all is disorder and confusion ’ 
When the Governor heard this, he smiled and 
said that he understood what I meant ; and wmnt 
into Madame’ s chamber. I soon went away to 
my nut-godown. When he went in saying with a 
smile that he understood me, I thought : — For the 
last five or six jears, he has been Governor, and 
has ruled without listening to his wife; but for 
the last two months, he has been listening to her ; 
acting on her groundless accusations of people con- 
cerned in Madras affairs, and seizing and imprison- 
ing ten or twenty innocent persons suspected of 
being spies ; but qjl these matters have proved to 
be groundless, and have brought him only ill-will 
and dishonour because he has listened to her. It 
is known to aU that the Governor listens to his wife 
and so ^e oppresses the people. He is conscious of 
this, and that is why he gave me such an answer, 
and smiled when he heard what I said and went 
away saying that he understood me. From the time 
he became Governor up to the month of KSrttigaF 
last, whenever women were spoken of, or his wife 

^The 8th, Hindu month, corresponding with the latter part of 
Forfimher and the earlier pait of Deoeij|ber. 
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was mentioned, lie would say that she was cruel, 
that she told lies, accused people falsely and would 
not shrink from slander ; that she wished to be the 
real Governor, and to manage things according to her 
pleasure ; but tliat he had always checked her and 
not allowed her to interfere improperly. He would 
also say that a husband should always behave thus. 
In some things he even opposed her wishes. But 
now for the last two months he has been listening to 
and deceived by her in eveiy thing and I do not know 
what evils and calamities will befall [ ]. Her 

word has become law. It was formerly said that 
when a man changes his course and his heart is 
altered, death, a change of Governors, loss, disgrace 
or exile will ensue. The Governor exemplifies this, 
for last January when [he was] at Muttirusa Pillai’s 
Choultry meaning to advance against Port St. David, 
he heard that fourteen ships were coming. This he 
rejoiced to hear and returned hither. But the sloop 
brought a letter from Europe saying that a new 
Governor had been appointed and would arrive by 
a ship coming in 1748.^ The Europeans in town 
also talked about the ariuval of the sloop ; and when 
he had read the letter, he who had returned with 
great joy for the coming of the ships grew sad. 
Why should he have been sad on hearing that 
fourteen Europe ships had reached Mascareigne ? I 


^ One of Eanga Pillai’s oonjeotnres, possibly based on rninours that 
Dnpleix wished to return to Europe. See M4mo%re pour Ihwleisn ^1769' 
yp. 25-.?6. 
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think it mnst have been because of his approaching 
removal, and evidently this is the consequence of 
his listening to his wife for the last three months. 
There is the proof. 

Satwrday, March 9 .^ — This morning, I went to 
the Governor’s, and reported to him the choultry 
news. He said, ‘ Of the two Brahmans who were 
seized and brought here by Madame’s people as 
spies, one has been kept in the Fort, and the other 
at the HayinS.r’s house. Tell me the name of the 
BrS.hman imprisoned in the Fort and I will release 
them both.’ I replied, ‘ I do not know the BrSh- 
man’s name ; I did not concern myself with the 
matter as it was being managed by Krishnayyan the 
Hasty. Even if I had heard the name, I should not 
remember it, as I knew nothing of the man.’ The 
Governor agreed, and then said that Madame 
Porcher had come and asked him to settle the suit 
against ParamSnandan, her servant, who is hv- 
ing at N^kandipSlaiyam, by sending him to Arcot 
and writing in support of M. Porcher to Naw§.b 
Anwar-ud-dln KhS.n, SampM K^o, Muhammad 
Tavakkal, and Ohakravarti SrlnivS.sa Ach§.riySr, 
the Ktrv^ti EljI’s Vakil. I was ordered to write 
letters accordingly, and said I would do so. Before 
this Madame Porcher had come and reminded 
MadaTvift Dupleix that Venkata Eed4i Was in corre- 
spondence with the English, that he had charge of 
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money belonging to Morse’s Gnruvappan and that 
these two were acting together. So the G-overnor 
said, ‘ The day before yesterday I told you to send 
for Venkata Reddi; why have you not done so ? 
Send for him at once.’ 

Venkata Eeddi came to see me after the Governor 
had spoken thus. As the complaint of his having 
called M. Porcher a thief has failed, now she has 
reminded the Governor to send for him. Further, 
seven or eight days ago, Madame Porcher told 
Madame Dupleix that all cheir efforts to incriminate 
Venkata Reddi had failed but there was no doubt 
that he was buying goods of the English. She said 
this to Madame Dupleix because she is seeking to 
ensnare him ; and that i\ why Madame has been 
enquiring about him. I expected him to be im- 
prisoned when he went to the Governor, and so I 
advised him to speak out boldly. The Governor 
questioned him about the dispute between him 
and M. Porcher, and, as he was explaining, 
M. Desmar^ts came and spoke with the Governor 
for a short time. Then the Governor asked him 
why he was giving news to the English, as though 
he were one of their own people. He answered, 
‘If I be found guilty of this, may my head be 
struck off.’ — ‘You answer so promptly,’ the Govern- 
or said, ‘ because you have a guilty conscience,’ and 
so ordered him to prison. Thereon I ordered a peon 
to take him to the choultry and imprison him, and 
myself went to my nut-godown. He again sent foT 
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me and told me to get a bill of exchange from 
Dia Bukkanji in favour of Padre Severini for 
four hundred and forty pagodas to be paid in rupees 
at the current lute of exchange. I said that the 
Company’s merchants might be asked to draw it. 
He replied, ‘ You are right. I forgot ; get it from the 
merchants.’ Accordingly I sent for them. They all 
came to the nut-godown and I told them that the 
Governor wanted a bill of exchange. They agreed 
and told BlaicMyappan to draw out a bill which 
was signed by five of them — Sankara Ayyan, 
AdivarSha Ohetti, ArunS,ohala Ohetti, R&makrishna 
Ohetti and Kulandai Ohetti. They also wrote a 
oadjan letter to go with it aud this took till one 
o’clock. When I rose to take it to the Governor, they 
complained that Venkat^sa Ayyan was very slow in 
paying what he owed and that, though there was not 
time then (as it wa-stwo o’clock), it would be well 
if I sent for them again to-night or to-morrow. 
Thereupon I sent for Venkat^sa Ayyan and ques- 
tioned him. He replied stubbornly, ‘There was no 
transaction. There were three matters, of which 
one was enquired into and the others were not.’ I 
said, ‘Very well,’ and ordered him to prison under 
a guard. I dismissed the merchants, thinking that, 
as they are people who forget their promises, it was 
time to get the money they had promised the 
Governor, and that I would tell him so to-morrow. 
I then gave him the cadjan letter with the bill of 
exchange for four hundred and forty pagodas in 
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favour of Padre Severini. Oa my return, I met 
M. Bertrand who showed me the letter and asked me 
if the bill of exchange was K^si DS,s Bukkanji’s. 1 
said it was the Company’s merchants’ and taking 
tJie letter, wrote ‘ Company’s merchants to TSnda- 
varlya Chetti and Ammayappa Chetti* instead of 
‘ Ktsi D3.S Bnkkanji’s bill.’ I got home to my food 
at two o’clock. 

Sunday, March 10 } — I went to the Governor’s 
this morning and reported to him the choultry news. 
He did not get angry, as between seven and nine 
hundred bullock-loads are coming in daily to the 
bazaar ; but if it had been otherwise, he would have 
blamed me for the delay. As it was, he could not 
complain. 

A letter has come from our Vakil at Arcot 
saying : — ‘ MutyMu Hlyakkan, the English Vakil, 
and VarUhappayyan’s son have arrived here with 
fifty-five Moghul, and fifty Maratha horse, and three 
hundi-ed peons, with Mslr Jang’s presents — dresses 
of honour for five people and two horses for the 
two chief people among them. Also there is a letter 
to Hawi-b Anwar-ud-dln KhSn commanding hrm 
to help them in all matters.® The poligars and 
kiUedars on the way have been ordered to see them 
safe through their several countries. They have 


^ 1st PaDgum, Prabhava. 

^ N4sir Jang issued parwinaa ta Anwar-ud din and all the poligars, 
etc., m the neighbouring countri^^s, enjoining them to ashist the English 
against the Fienoh, together with one to Dupleix ordering him to abstain 
irom further hostilities. See Oouniry Correaponden^) X748, pp. , 
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parwS,Qas fco tMs efEeot from N^sir Jang and have 
been safely escorted from the Kistna to Arcot by 
the forces of Kandanhr, Ouddapah, Mettalwlr, and 
Kflrv^ti, etc., through the various territories. Thus 
they reached Arcot on Wednesday, IVIarch 6.^ 

When 1 had reported this to the Governor, 
M. Delarche came in, and, standing beside the 
Governor, spoke to him about the paddy. Then he 
sent for me and asked angrily, ‘ Why have not the 
six garse of paddy yet been bought for my house ? ’ 
I said, ‘ I expected prices to fall ; if you v/ish, I 
■will send six garse out of the ten for which I have 
advanced money.’ I then came away. There is 
nothing more worth writing. 

Monday, March 11 } — This morning the Gov- 
ernor sent for me and said angrily that M. Mainville 
and the others imprisoned in S^ndamangalam fort 
had not yet been released, though it was six or seven 
months since their capture. I replied, ‘ If it had 
been a European government, matters would have 
been settled on the spot ; but at a Carnatic darbflr, 
it takes fifteen days to answer a letter. In the first 
place, it is difficult to get admission; and, when 
they find it difficult to settle their own affairs, how 
can we expect them to settle other people’s ? In 


1 There is a discrepancy heie. Iilxitylilxi reports his arrival as on 
Feb 2^ 

Wednesday g (Country Corre^^ondence^ 1748, p. 16) But as 

February 27 (0 8) fell on a Saturday in J748, it peems that Mtitydlu’s 
letter is misdateo 

^ 2ad Panguni, Prabhava 
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spite of this, our Pondichery BrS,hmans succeeded 
in seeing the who ordered the Dalav§.i to 
despatch their business. Accordingly [ 

] the people at the frontiers have been 
ordered always to let the French pass with horse 
and palankins without hindrance. The also 

wrote a reply and had it sealed and given to the 
storekeeper, Viranna Ohetti, to be delivered, but 
this man withheld it and asked our gumasta, 
Kulasfikaram Venkataniranappa Ayyan, to give 
something for charity. The gumasta wrote to me, 
and I sent money at once. It is nearly twenty or 
twenty-five days since I wrote to him to obtain 
the release of the French prisoners. They will be 
released and arrive in ten or fifteen days. It takes 
a month to get an answer and hence the delay.’ 
The Governor said, ‘If you had told me that it 
would take so long, I would have sent four or five 
hundred men to plunder the country and rescue our 
people. But I did nothing, because you told me 
that the place was two hundred miles away and was 
one hundred -miles square and that, as we had waited 
so long, our prisoners vfould be released soon. But 
they are still in prison. I wiU hasten their release.’ 
So saying he ordered me to send for ’Abd-ul-rahm§n, 
the Chief Jemadar. Then he told me to send for 
M. GuiUard and tell him to send a hundred pagodas 
for M. Hainville’s expenses by the BrShman who 
takes the letter to S^ndamangalam, M. Guillard 
said tiiat he would do so. The Governor also wrote 
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a letter to M. MainTille to be sent with, the hundred 
pagodas. I despatched the Brahman who carries 
the Mah4 packets with the Governor’s letter, the 
hundred pagodas and the medicine for M. Golaine.^ 
I too sent a letter of compliment to M. Mainville. 

M. Cornet came yesterday at eleven o’clock and 
told the Governor that Zain-nd ’Ali KhS.n had not 
yet supplied wheat for the money advanced. There- 
upon the Governor sent for me and told me to write 
to Zain-ud ’All KhS,n either to send the wheat or to 
return the 1,600 rupees advanced. Then he ordered 
me to write to AvSy SS,hib and teU him to get 4,000 
rupees as promised from Arcot Muttayya Mudali 
who owes us 6,000 and odd rupees for the broad- 
cloth he bought at outcry. The Governor added, 
* You are always slow; you are not so active as you 
used to be,’ 

I then went to the nut-godown. Virl N S.yakkan 
told me what had happened at the Choultry Court. 
The Second (M. Legou), M. Desfresnes, and M. 
Delarche sat, and sent for Kommana Mudali, and said 
to him, ‘ You went with M. Dulaurens to Madras 
and misled him. Y ou bought nine hundred oorge of 
herba cloth ® at five pagodas a corge and sold it at 
seven. You did not deliver the leases granted to the 
renters of our villages, but alarmed the people with 
stories of the arrival of English ships, and, in the 
confusion thus caused, you with your brother-in-law’s 
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ielp harvested tte crops and stole the produce. 
You made Ammayja Pillai collect bribes and issue 
passes for smuggled goods, and when the custom- 
house people asked for permits, you took the passes 
you had issued and tore them up. You let the 
merchants sell paddy as they pleased, even at five 
markSls instead of at eight.^ You prevented people 
from buying cotton, wrote to your master to buy it 
at 22, and thus misled him ; nay, you took a com- 
mission of one per cent, on the goods sold, and in 
all this, GQp^akrishna Ayyan bad a hand.’ They 
read this accusation to him and asked him why he had 
betrayed the Company. Kommana Mudali replied, 
‘ All this is untrue, whatever people may say. If 
they are sent for and questioned before me, and still 
accuse me, I wiU confess I am guilty ; but it will all 
prove false.’ They told him that the people of Vara- 
dappa Ohetti’s village, a dancing girl namedBangfiru, 
and Yfigappan, who was employed in the paddy 
godown, had all signed the accusation. They then 
sent away everyone including Kommana Mudali and 
after discussion decided that Kommana Mudali 
should pay a fine of 2,000 pagodas, and signed their 
sentence. Then they sent for Kommana Mudali and 
the rest and the Second said to the prisoner, ‘ We 
will overlook your guilt and sentence you to pay a 
fine of 2,000 pagodas. You may go when you have 
paid it ; but till then, you shall not be released.’ 

^ < e , per pagoda , the grain dealers (apparently) had been allowed to 
sel]. much dea^rer than the price fixed by the Ooipmi^ndaftt. 
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The Second then wont away and the others heard 
two or three cases of theft and debt, ordering some 
to be imprisoned and some to be whipped according 
to their deserts. 

Thus Kommana Mudali’s case which has been 
pending so long has at last been decided, M. Des- 
fresnes having arrived from Madras the day before 
yesterday. I think this is because Madame has 
prejudiced the Governor against M. Dulaurens and 
Kommana Mudali by bringing charges which have 
proved false. But as Kommana Mudali had been 
imprisoned on Madame’s advice merely for sitting 
down and getting up again, M. Desfresnes was sent 
to Madras. There he exaggerated trifles and sent a 
false report; and after his return he was told how 
the matter was to be carried at the Choultry Court. 
The Second being a bad man, has done everything 
that M. Desfresnes told him, and not caring what 
disgrace might come upon the Governor, has fined 
Kommana Mudali 2,000 pagodas and signed the 
sentence. If the Second had done justice, those who 
imprisoned Kommana Mudali would have been 
accused of a thousand crimes. That would be justice. 
In their^ time, the Company’s interests were not 
betrayed; in d’Espr^m^nil’s time, the goods in the 
town were allowed to be carried out — some for thirty, 
some for twenty-five, some for twenty and some at 
last for seventeen-and-a-half per cent. The dubS.shes 


* t.e., DriUiinrenB a;tid Mudali. 

54 



426 


TSE DIAST OS' 


[Mae. n, 


got two-and-a-half per cent, -with or without the 
knowledge of the Europeans. Altogether between 
twenty and forty lakhs’ worth of goods was carried 
off and no one complained. If for buying goods 
at outcry, and for taking a commission of one pagoda 
per cent, a man is fined two thousand pagodas, I do 
not know what they may be accused of next. Those 
who really betrayed the Company have been let off 
without any punishment, while a man has been 
condemned at the Choultry Court for buying at an 
outcry and taking one per cent. All who have eyes 
and ears will be astonished. We must suppose that 
persons are punished by God for their sins in a 
former life. I do not know what people will say 
when they are fined or imprisoned without fault. 
When G6pllakrishna Ayyan’s name was also men- 
tioned along with Kommana Mudali, they did not 
care to enquire who or where he was. Surely this 
is the city of justice. However we shall see what 
M. Dulaurens will say and what will happen, 

I then gave presents to Sing^ra AohS,riy^r and 
the others who came from RS,ohap^]aiyam. There 
is a box which had been sem me for S6sham Rtjd 
by Subbayyan who is employed at the Fort. It is 
inlaid with the ten incarnations of Vishnu and with 
ivory flowers, and it strikes twelve when it is opened. 
The inside is excellently worked and divided into 
small compartments. It could not be bought for 
8) hundred pagodas. It is so fine and pleasing that 
I had kept it to send as present to the of 
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Mysore at Seringapatam ; but afterwards I resolved 
to send it to S^sbam RIjst on account of Ms rejoicings 
on the birth of my son. As soon as he heard that 
news, he distributed money and sugar to the 
BrShmans ; temples and other places were illumin- 
ated ; one or two BrS,hmans were given grants of 
land ; persons who said that nothing could be more 
fortunate were given a quarter of a cawny of land 
as a free gift, and the RS.j§. caused the news to be 
celebrated with great joy and feasting throughout 
the town. When Sivar^ma SS.stri had written a reply 
with compliments and got up for me to sign it, ten 
sparks fell one after the other from the lamp. All 
present were astonished and the elders who saw 
it said my friendship with the ES,jt would grow 
Stronger and stronger. I too thought so. As I 
wrote my name, the clock struck in the Fort and the 
gun was heard. I was overjoyed and despatched 
the box at once to SSsham B-§.j^. 

I wrote to Kanda Pillai ; * Keep tMs year’s profits 
of Uechanflr village ; let the cultivators take their 
share ; the tanks and the two channels should be 
properly repaired so as to increase the cultivated 
fields and reclaim the waste ; let it out for a year 
on easy terms so that its fertility may be increased.’ 

The R^j§,’s people took leave saying that they 
would sleep in the choultry to-night. I also wrote to 
KAnda Pillai to take only five pagodas instead of 
ten, as the rent for the land cultivated by Varada 
AyyangSr. He also took leave. I also sent a boy 
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from one of th.e Madras painters’ houses to show 
how the box opened. They went away saying that 
they would leave to-morrow morning after they had 
eaten at the agrahSram as it would be Dvi.dasi.^ 
Twsdatj, March 12 .^ — When I went to the Gov- 
ernor’s this morning, Manoel Soiquit,® nephew of 
M. filias, was talking with him. The Governor 
called me and said, ‘Sambu Das^ three years ago gave 
some jewels to one Kandopoulos,® a Greek, to be 
sold in Bengal. These jewels which were set with 
diamonds had been plundered by the Muhammadans 
at Tanjore and Triohinopoly and then made over to 
Samba D&s. Some of these state jewels worth two 
lakhs of rupees were sent on board the English ship 
bound for Bengal and, having been seized by the 
French, were put on board our ship. But our ship 
sank® and the jewels were thought to have been lost. 
However it is now said that the box with the jewels 
was found on the English ship. But as the Naw&b of 
Bengal ordered that the war between the English and 


^ The 12th phasis of the moon’s waxing or waning. 

* 3rd Pangxini, Prabhaya. 

® The name is conjectural. 

^ One of the principal shroffs, or bankers of Madras ; in January he 
was living at Chingleput, having apparently declined Anwar-nd -din’s 
invitation to settle at Aroot. Co%mtry Gorres;pondence, 1748, p. 1. 

^ I suppose that this man must be the * Oantopher * (mentioned in 
Country Correspondence, %hid.) whom Sambu D&s desired Mr. ffloyer to 
send to him from Port St. David. 

® I do not know the name of the English ship ; but she was supposed 
to have been despatched from Madras with diamonds, etc., that the 
English were sending to Bengal for safety. The French ship was the 
Xneulane^ which had suffered so in the action between Da Bonrdonnais 
and Peyton that she was sent to Bengal to refit. 
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the French was to he limited to Europe,^ two or three 
Bengal merchant ships belonging to the French and 
taken by the English were restored and their con- 
tents returned to the owners. Kandopoulos, who 
went to Bengal to sell Sambu Dfi.s’s jewels on com- 
mission wrote to Sambu D§.s in Adi of Akshaya^ 
that all his property had been lost, and that a French 
ship of La Bourdonnais’ squadron which had seized 
the English ship had sunk in the Ganges, thus 
making Sambu DS.s believe that his jewels too were 
lost. However he sold of these jewels, a girdle set 
with diamonds to an Armenian Coja for 36,000 
rupees, and the latter sold it to the HawSb of 
Murshidabad for a lakh of rupees. Manoel Soiquit 
himself bought two diamond rings, one costing 
3,600 rupees and the other rather more. Certain 
other jewels were pledged to purchase silk and other 
goods which were laded on English ships.’ All this 
the Governor told me as narrated by Manoel Soiquit 
and ordered me to write about it to Sambu DSs. I 
replied, ‘That should not be done yet. A letter 
should first be written to the Armenian not to 
deliver to Kandopoulos the goods which have 
arrived by the Armenian ship at Pulicat. Such a 
letter should be sent, and Kandopoulos who is now at 
Pulicat should be seized and brought here. If a letter 

^ Two petitions presented by the Frencb and Bnglisb respectively to 
Alivitdi Khiu are printed in Letires et Conventions^ pp 247, etc (vSoo. de 
I’Hist. de l*Inde Fran 9 aise). The French petition denies that there was 
money or * other effects * on the English vessel. 

* July<-August 1746. 
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is then written to Sambu Dts he will come here. 
After his arrival, matters maj be settled according 
to justice.’ He agreed and told Manoel Soiquit to 
keep the thing secret ; and, sending for Ooja Sultdn, 
made him write to the Armenian at Palieat not to 
deliver the goods, and himself wrote to Madras that 
the Greek should be seized. 

M, Dulaurens came and asked the Governor to 
remit the fine imposed upon Eommana Mudali, 
but he refused ; so the other took his leave. 

Wednesday, March 13} — This morning mass was 
said at the Capuchins’ church for M. Vincens, 
Madame’s son, who was killed the year before last 
while sailing to Junkceylon and those parts, and for 
her daughter, Madame Barnewall. The Governor, 
his wife and the others went to the church and as 
they did not return till after ten o’clock, I did not 
go to him, but remained at the nut-godown. 

I asked Konda E8,jl who has come from Seringa- 
patam, the capital of Mysore, what the news was, 
and he replied, ‘ They promised to pay a small sum 
in the presence of certain sowcars and were about 
to set out. I left in advance of them eighteen or 
nineteen days ago. I met your people with the bill 
of exchange two days’ journey from Seringapatam, 
so the money must have been paid and the balance 
received a couple of days later. They must have 
reached S&idamangalam by now. You will hear of 


4tli Pangnni, Prabhava. 
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it to-morrow or the day after.’ Thereupon I got a 
bill of exchange for another two thousand rupees 
and sent it by Venkatakrishna AyyangSr and 
Ohintimani Ayyan, giving them thirty rupees with a 
promise of presents if they arrived in eight days. 
They took leave, saying that they would set out 
to-morrow three-quarters of an hour before sun-rise. 

A letter has been received from Vakil Subbayyan 
at Arcot and it contains the following news about 
Mutyilu NSyakkan: — ‘MutyS.lu N^yakkan has visited 
the following persons with nazars^ : — 

Hazrat Anwar-ud-din KhS.n — 11 goldmohurs, 
Sampitti ES,o — 5 mohurs. 

Husain SS,hib — 5 mohurs. 

Zain-ud ’Ali KIhi.n — 21 rupees. 

He said he wanted one thousand horse and would 
give presents. They said they would reply to- 
morrow. He has purchased a maund of lead to make 
bullets of, and will march by Gingee instead of 
Wandiwash. He has brought a letter from N§,sir 
Jang, and so the HawSb will not agree to waylay and 
seize him on account of the loss incurred by the burn- 
ing of the northern merchants’ ships. When I spoke 
to one or two jemadars about his being seized, they 
said that they would arrange for it with the help of 
those who have come with him. The matter will be 
well considered and a letter sent to-morrow ; another 
letter will be sent as soon as I have learnt the exact 


^ Of, Ooimtry Oorres^onde'rycet 1748, p. 17, 
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date of his departure. Munawar-ud-dln KMn has 
gone to Vellore and on his return he may arrange 
to seize MutySlu N^ryakkan.^ Husain S^hib is on 
Muty^lu’s side. Muhammad Tavakkal says he is 
powerless in the northern merchants’ affair, as 
MutySlu N&yakkan is supported by Husain S§.hib. 
Tiruviti Slsh§.chala Chetti is giving all the help he 
can to Muty§,lu H^yakkan.’ As it was nine o’clock 
at night when I received the news, I determined 
to tell it to the Governor to-morrow morning. 
There is nothing else extraordinary. 

Thursday, March i4.* — This moiming I went to 
the Governor’s and told him all the nows received 
from Vakil Subbayyan at Arcob as noted in my 
diary yesterday. He said, ‘ What is the use of taking 
so much trouble over Mutyfllu NHyakkan’s capture? 
We need not take such pains as all that. Write to 
the Vakil to let us know two days before Muty^lu 
Myakkan sets out.’ Accordingly I wrote at once, and 
then said, ‘ The Marathas wish to observe the H61i 
festival, and ’Abd-ul-rahmtn and some of the sepoys 
are asking for leave.’ — ‘ Tell them, I hope they will 
enjoy themselves,’ he said. I was in the Governor’s 
house till noon and then came home. Then there 
is nothing else new or extraordinary. 

This evening some Mahd Brsihmans brought a 
packet. They said, ‘ A ship has reached Mah4 from 


^ Mutyilu appears to have learnt something of these plans against 
him. Country Oorrespondencef 174i8, p. X8 
^ 5ih Fangnni, Prabhava. 
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Mascareigne. Anotlier ship was sighted the next 
day. Thereon we were sent off with this letter and 
letters from Europe, with a promise of rich presents 
provided we arrived in eleven days. Scarcely had 
we set out, when guns were fired for ships coming 
in to anchor. The Europeans there said that the 
Captain of the ship told them that fifteen ships had 
sailed when he did and that they would arrive shortly. 
The Governor asked us if there was any news. We 
said what we have just told you ; and he ordered us 
to spread the news.’ 

Friday, March 15 } — As the Governor was reading 
the letters from Europe received last night, and 
writing a reply to the letter from Mahd, nothing 
of note happened this morning. This evening he 
gave me a letter for Mahd to he despatched with ten 
peons. I therefore sent ten peons with it. Then he 
sent a letter for KS.rikM. I told two peons that it 
was to be taken by the Chidambaram runners. 
Then he sent for me. I went and salaamed. He 
asked how many bullock-loads had been received in 
the bazaar. I took the account and read it to him. 
He said, ‘ Ton seem rather put out ; this is the first 
time I have seen yon to-day ; what’s the matter ?’ 
I said, * I came this morning ; as yon were busy, I 
went back to my nnt-godown and attended to my 
business.’ He answered, ‘ But yon seem annoyed.’ 
I replied, ‘ You have always treated me kindly, so 


5$ 


^ 6th. Panguni, Prabhava. 
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many ave jealous, and have made it their business 
to teU you this and that against me. You are 
alTvays questioning me, and I am always answering, 
and that is all the business we get through. You 
cannot reply to what I say ; why should there be 
any misunderstanding between us ? Those who tell 
you that my post should be held by a Christian will 
be pleased if I behave thus; and if I seem dis- 
contented you wdl appoint another to carry on the 
business. That is why I behave so.* The Governor 
said, ‘ You must think me a fool ; else, you would 
not talk so.’ 

Saturday, March 16 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning and salaamed, he asked 
me if I had heard of the arrival of a ship at Mah4 
and the receipt of letters from Europe. I replied, 
* I have heard of the arrival of the ship and of the 
letters, but I don’t know what they say. I should 
have known, if I made a habit of going to European 
houses. I leave my house only to come here or go 
to the nut-godown. I hear no news but what you 
tell mo.’ The Governor said, ‘ The English attacked 
Normandy with fifty men- of-war ; but as God was 
against them, a storm arose, forty-six ships 
were sunk, and only four escaped. Fifteen thousand 
of those on board were lost The English are un- 
lucky just now, or such things would not happen. 
Besides tins, the Butch have joined us and declared 


^ 7tli PanguDi, PrabhaTa. 

2 1 do aot know whence Pupleix derived this Btory-, 
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■war against the English.^ Just as the war here was 
ended by the capture of Madras, so it will be ended 
in Europe, as the Dutch have declared war.’ I 
replied, * There is no doubt of it. Is it not clear 
from their fearing to approach your town with 
twenty ships ? I know not what you think ; but 
I believe that the English have reached the zenith 
of their power and there is an ill time before them. 
I am sui’e the English cannot hold their factories. 
For example, when you attacked Madras, they 
surrendered it without resistance, like men, drunk 
with intoxicating drugs, giving up all they possess. 
Their Bengal factories owe a hundred lakhs of 
rupees, and they also will be lost, as you say. Even 
Fort St. David will surely be taken by the month of 
Vaigfi,si *. Everywhere their affairs are threatened, 
and I think they cannot hold but much longer. 
Were it their time of prosperity such things would 
not happen.’ — ‘ It is true,’ he said. 

Meanwhile M. Duquesne arrived from camp ; and 
while I was speaking with him, the G-overnor sent 
for Appu and said, ‘ I hear that Sadayappa Mudali is 
appropriating the money paid by the people of the 
out-vUlages at Madras instead of paying it to the 
Company, and that he is imprisoning them.’ Appu 
replied, ‘ Sadayappa Mudali would not keep back the 


1 On April 17, 1747, Louis XV declared himself compelled to break 
with the United Provinces ; in a few months Dutch troops were to 
appear beside the English before Pondichery ! 

* f.e., May-June. 
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collections, as lie is responsible to tbe Company 
whether the people pay or not. What they say is 
false. His accusers say this because they them- 
selves have stolen the money.’ Theieon he said, 
*I will tell M. Barth^lemy to punish them.’ He 
then turned to me and said, * Eangappa, I am going 
out for stroll. Come with me.’ — ‘ I am ready,’ I 
replied. He laughed, and, just as he was going to 
reply, five Englishmen arrived who had deserted 
from Fort Bt. David and said that they had been 
sent here by M. Latour. Thereupon Schonamille ^ 
was sent for and told to interpret. He ashed why 
they had come and they said that they had run 
away because th,ey were given too much to do. He 
called me and said, ‘ See how the English soldiers are 
deserting.’ I rephed, * Of the eight who deserted, 
five have come in here and it is not known where 
the others are; they should be asked about it.’ 
Then he said to Schonamille, ‘ Ask them how many 
left the place.’ At once they answered as I had 
just said, that of the eight who had run away, five 
were here and three had gone into the Muhammadan 
territory. The Governor laughed and said, ‘ How 
did you know this ? ’ I said politely, ‘ I learnt it by 
your favour ; is it astonishing ? If they are now 
sent to the hospital and summoned again this 


^ Corneille Schonamille, son of the late Diiector in, Bengal of the 
Imperial Company j it -will be remembered that he had acted as English 
inteipieter to La Jiottrdonnais at Madras* He married Ursnle Tincens 
in 1743, 
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evening, they will tell you all the news there from 
beginning to end.’ He agreed with me and told 
Schonamille to send them to the hospital. They 
were sent to the hospital accordingly. 

I told the Governor the choultry news, namely, 
that nine hundred and forty bullock -loads of paddy 
had come in. M. Cornet then came and said to the 
Governor, ‘M. Lucas has not yet supplied goods for 
the pagodas advanced to him Ranga Pillai should 
be told to write and find out whether the goods 
have been purchased and whether they will be sent 
or whether he has run away. Also NawSb Zain-ud 
’Ali KhSn. has not yet sent wheat for the money we 
have sent.’ The Governor turned to me and said, 
‘ Write and tell Zain-ud’ Ali Kh§,a to send wheat at 
once for the 1,600 rupees we have advanced.’ I 
replied, * We wrote to him only the day before 
yesterday. Let us see his reply and then I will 
write what may be necessary.’ Then I came home, 
telling M. Comet that I would visit and speak 
with him about M. Lucas’ affair. 

One G6p§lasw§.mi who went to Chidambaram 
on the 5th or 6th January 1747 meaning soon to 
return, came and saw me this afternoon, when I 
was about to have my oil bath. He had said, ‘ In the 
period of Venus and the sub-period of Baturn you 
will fall sick and the town be beset with troubles.’ 
Remembering his words, he went wandering to 
Rlm6bvaram, Tinnevelly, and those parts, and as 
his nephew had sold the village of NirS,si he served 
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Krislma Pillai who is employed under Mir GhuMm 
Husain ; and with his help succeeded in his business. 
Even when he could hardly keep himself, he was 
always inquiring the news about this place, and as 
affairs have by God’s grace prospered he has return- 
ed. He said in a complimentary manner, ‘Because 
I am ignorant, stupid and unlucky, I have 
wandered everyvyhere, undergone hardships and 
now have returned as I was destined to see you. 
Forgive my faults and protect me.’ I said, ‘ Why 
should I be angry with you ? What harm have 
you done to me ? I lose nothing by youi* return, 
even as I gained nothing by your going. You 
went on your own business and have returned.’ 
When I said these words, he took leave. 

Sunday, March 17 } — When I went to the 
Governor’s this morning, there was nothing to do 
as it was Sunday. At ten o’clock Gerbault came 
and said to the Governor, ‘ It is difficult to get 
bullocks and so we cannot get stone for the works. 
The choultry people should be ordered to see that 
bullocks are supplied so that we may get stone 
enough.’ Thereupon the Governor called me and 
said, ‘ Eangappa, you must see to the business from 
to-day, and give orders to the bullock people so that 
there may be plenty of stone and the work may not 
be hindex'ed.’ I took leave and went to the nut- 
godown. After this G-erbault came to me and said. 


^ Sth Panguni, Frabhaya. 
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* The -whole to-wn is against me. I do not kno-w 
what they will say to the G-overnor against me in 
order to bring me into trouble. I am noways to 
blame.’ I said, ‘Why should people blame you? 
and why should you be troubled at it ? ’ With these 
and other polite words, T dismissed him. 

A letter was received this evening from Ven- 
katandrauappa Ayyan who went to Seringapatam. 
It said : — ‘ After settling the matter, [ received a 
parwSnafor the release of the Europeans at S^nda- 
mangalam, and agreed to give a certain sum in 
charity to the GangMhara tswaran Temple ; and then 
went to Salem accompanied by a man belonging to 
Bhav§.ni Dis, a Gnzarlti and younger brother of the 
deceased GfipS.1 DSs who formerly went with Sam- 
bu D&s from Seringapatam to RdmSsvaram and 
returned. Hence I am going to S^ndamangalam to 
obtain the release of the Europeans and to return.’ 
I thought at first of telling this to the Governor, 
but it seems hardly wise to do so, for perhaps when 
VenkatanSrana Ayyan goes from Salem to S6nda- 
mangalam with the parwina to get the prisoners 
released, there may be a disagreement. They may 
break their word and who knows what may happen ? 
When all is known and he has got their release and 
he writes to tell us so, I will tell the Governor at 
once, but not now. 

At eight o’clock to-night a letter was received 
from Vakil Subbayyan at Arcot, saying that Mut. 
yilu NS.yakkan intended to leave there to-day after 
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taking leave of the Faw^b and bis friends. I came 
borne ; as it was nine o’clock I tbonght I might as 
well tell this news to tbe Governor to-morrow 
morning. Then there is no other news. There was 
the fire-walking festival to-daj in tbe Dharmar^jS, 
temple at my Tiruv^ngadapuram choultry. 

Monday, March 18. ^ — I went to the Governor this 
morning and told him that I had received a letter 
last night written at Arcot on Friday, saying that 
MutyUlu NSyakkan would take leave of the Naw^b 
and set ont on Saturday evening by way of G ingee. 
The Governor called ’Abd-ul-rahmSn who was there 
and told him to be ready to start to-night with 
a hundred horse and ammimition. He also called 
me and said, ‘ Station some of your people at all the 
necessary points to bring news at once.’ Im- 
mediately I sent for Malayappan and said, * Send for 
thirty peons, give them a chakram each, post them 
out as far as Ch^tpattu and tell them to bring in 
news frequently.’ With these words, I made him 
send them out. 

Afterwards, M. Cornet came and said to the 
Governor, ‘About the broad-cloth bought at out- 
cry by Arcot Muttayyan, I will give a receipt to 
Eangappan for 4,000 rupees paid to AvSy SShib and 
shall adjust it in the account for paddy bought for 
the Company at the bazaar.’ I'he Governor said 
that what was owed by Muttayyan should be entered 


^ Pangtiid^ PrabhayQt. 
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in my account and in the account for paddy bouglit 
and a receipt should be giyen for tbe whole amount. 
I replied, ‘ I agree to the 4,000 rupees, but 1 haye 
nothing to do with the other sum.’ — ‘ Don’t you 
think it will be paid ? ’ he asked. I said, ‘ It may 
be received some time or other ; but that is no use 
because paddy must be bought for ready money.’ 
He desired me to warn them and get the balance 
paid. Thereon I sent a peon to Muttayya Mudali 
and his partners, A.yyan Perum§.l and Kuppi Ohetti 
of Wandiwash, with strict orders to pay what they 
owed at once and settle their accounts. Afterwards, 
I went to the nut-godown. For the amount due 
from the Company’s merchants for Christmas, I 
took one thousand star pagodas to M. Cornet and 
asked him to giye me 3,400 rupees for them. He 
said that he could not giye somuch and gaye me 
3,*Z00 rupees.^ I took them, intending to obtain the 
remainder and giye the 4,000 rupees this eyening. 

At noon, I went to the Company’s godown, 
where some thin English broad-cloth belonging 
to the merchants was sold at outcry as it was 
worm-eaten. I went there and bought some. 
Before I arriyed, they had sold both the broad 
women’s upper cloths and some of the thin cloth 
both at four months’ credit, and at a profit of 


^ I do not well understand why Rauga Pillai was satisfied with 820 
rupees per 100 pagodas. The rate of exchange at this time at Fort St. 
David was much higher. Possibly there was a scarcity of silver at this 
time in Pondiohery, owinar to the delayed arrival of Europe ships and the 
stoppage of French traffic to Manilla and the Red Sea. 

56 
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one-eightli and one-sixteentli of a pagoda a yard for 
tlie latter and at a profit of half and five-eighths of a 
pagoda per bundle for the former. If they had been 
kept and sold later, they would have fetched more ; 
but as they were common property, and nobody 
looked after them, they were growing worm-eaten. 

At four o’clock this afternoon I went to the place 
of the fishing dam and ordered it to be got ready 
soon and returned to the nut-godown at six o’clock 
when 1 received a letter from Vakil Subbayyan at 
Arcot. It said, ‘ Mutyl.lu NS.yakkan has taken 
leave of the Nawtb who gave him twenty-five horse 
and fifty peons. His people amount to 150 horse 
and 400 peons ; and with these, he w^ent on Saturday 
to Tiruviti S6shlchala Ohetti’s Choultry where he 
was entertained. After partaking of the feast, he 
left that evening and marched south by way of Tiru- 
vannSmalai instead of by Gr ingee as had been formerly 
arranged and only when he was due west of Fort St. 
David did he approach it.’ When I told this to the 
Governor, he said, ‘ ITo matter ; what use would he 
have been to us ? ’ So, I sent for Malayappan and 
told him to recall the 30 peons sent this morning. 

At seven o’clock this evening, I gave to Ranga 
Pillai, the Governor’s writer, the 4,000 rupees agreed 
on as the merchants’ Christmas present. 

[Tuebday, March 19}^ — As to-day was the Gov- 
ernor’s name-day, first three volleys and then three 
salutes of great guns were fired, as usual, when the 

^ Dupleix* name-day was March 19, I oonjeotTire the copyist has 

■nfldvftrtftTif-.lv n-mittfid thft dfltft 
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G-overnor went to tlie Olitircli and heard mass. Then 
when he returned to his house, I, Tarw^ldi and others 
paid our respects and offered him limes. He looked 
out of temper. When he went down to breakfast, I 
went to my nut-godown, stayed there till noon, and 
then came home. There is no important news. 

At half-past four, a cadjan letter was received 
from VenkatanSranappa Ayyan from S^ndamanga- 
1am. It says, ‘ I have reached S6ndamangalam. The 
prisoners will be set free as soon as the two thou- 
sand rupees are paid. I have told the Europeans 
that a peon is coming in two or three days and 
that, as soon as he has arrived, they will be released. 
They are impatient and have also written to the 
Governor.’ 

As it was the Governor’s name-day feast, there 
was great crowd and bustle and I heard no other 
news of importance. 

Wednesday, March SO. ^ — The Governor sent for 
me this morning and said, ‘ This is a letter from 
Vijaya Rim.® Do not show it to the Brihman 
Persian interpreter. As it is written in Telugu, 
you can read it yourself.’ I said, ‘ I will read it and 
tell you its contents.’ — ‘ Very well,’ he said; ‘ have 
not the Company’s merchants come to see me ? ’ I 
replied, ‘They are all ready and wiU come soon. 


^ 11th Panguni» Prabhava, 

2 i.e. Vijaya E4m the greatest Zamindar of the 13'ortherii 

Oiroars. The letter probably related to the sale of paddy sent down the 
Coast On March ^ the English received a letter from Samp&ti E&o, 
desiring their assistance in the sale of Vijaya Earn E&j^’s grain. 
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Give me a diamond I’ing for them and I will settle 
the amount with them and let you know.’ He 
said, ‘ Very well, do as you please.’ Thereupon, 
I gave the merchants the diamond ring and brought 
them before the Governor. They came with limes 
and presented with respects their congratulations 
on the feast. Then the Governor said, ‘ Am I 
such a hard task-master ?’ They replied very res- 
pectfully, ‘My Lord, it is true. "Whom have we after 
God but you?’ — ‘ KTo doubt,’ he said, ‘but one or 
two don’t think so. What does the town think? ’ 
They answered, ‘Do not believe that. People 
may say so out of jealousy ; but tell them to prove 
it and it will all appear false. There is no better 
town to live in than this in the kingdom, nor any 
one so glorious as you.’ So they praised him in the 
choicest words. He then asked them politely, 
‘ What do your Shastras say ? ’ They answered, ‘ The 
merchants all say that ships will come in April 
and in May the white flag will assuredly be 
hoisted in Fort St. David.’ They said this, as it 
should be said, in a befitting manner ; and thereon 
the Governor was overjoyed and dismissed them, 
sprinkling rose-water and distributing p^ supS.ri 
with the exchange of compliments. 

Then the mint people came with a roll of silk and 
a bracelet weighing twenty pagodas, to pay their 
respects. The Governor said that their good wishes 
were enough and gave them rose-water and p&n 
BupS,ri, giving me the bracelet and saying, ‘ They 
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are very big people.’ I gave it at once to B^pu Mo 
and sent bim away, saying that tbe Governor had 
said angrily that he would not receive it without 
money. BIpu Edo said that he would come present- 
ly and settle the matter. 1 said, ‘Very well, you 
had better go.’ 

When I was going to the nut-godown, I was 
again sent for by the Governor. When I went, he 
asked whether any others were coming to visit him. 
I said that they would come to-morrow. He began 
to talk about what KandM Guruvappa Ohetti owed 
for the out- villages and the money still due for 
the appointment of a man in place of the deceased 
T^ndavar^ya Pillai. I said, ‘ People do not obey 
me now as they used to. If I give any orders, they 
disobey and dispute what I say. When I send for 
them, they will scarcely come. As they seem to be 
under other people’s orders, I can do nothing, lest 
some one should be found fault with.’ On this he 
looked up at the ceiling, and then said, ‘Well, such 
things shall not happen again ; but you must attend 
to business as closely as before. ’ I answered, ‘ Do 
you not know what has happened ? Just the same 
will happen again. ’ So saying, I salaamed and 
went to the nut-godown. 

Then I spoke with the Company’s merchants 
about certain matters, and said, ‘ You have seen the 
Governor’s pleasure and his kindness towards you,’ 
and BO dismissed them. I then came home. Only 
Nallatambi Ohetti and Arun^chala Ohetti followed 
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me and said, * Head-peon Muttn tells us that a fe-w 
pagodas were sent to yon from Udaiy&rpilaiyam as 
the piice of some goods that were sold and other 
goods which you had sent were returned. A letter 
came along with them but was stopped at the town- 
gate and taken to the Governor’s as usual. The 
letter was kept back and it is said that Madame 
means to read it and show it to the Governor before 
returning it. It is only a reply about the goods 
that were sent, there was nothing else in it ; but she 
wants it in order to show that goods have been 
carried out and brought back.’ I said, ‘ There is 
^nothing to fear if only what you say is written and 
there is nothing about the governments of Fort St. 
David or Pondichery. But if the Governor learns 
of this, he will get angry with Madame and say that 
it is not right to read other people’s letters. ’ Then 
T told them what the Governor had said to me and 
what I had replied when he sent for me this after- 
noon as I was returning after bringing them to the 
Governor. Arunl,ohala Ohetti said, ‘ As the Govern- 
or has told you to give orders as you used to and 
said that he would stop his wife’s proceedings, you 
must think that your good days have now begun.’ 
He said this when we were in the inner part ^ of my 
house, and just then, Muttu, Vir^ Pillai’s son, 
entered the house with an ivory cradle, pS,n supdri, 
plantains) sandal, and flowers in honour of my child. 


^ To which only intijnate Mends are admitted 
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carried by women wearing tbe tllli\ He showed 
them to me and they were carried in. Close after 
him came people who had been observing the Kd,man 
festivaP, with music, dancing girls, flowers, scents 
and so forth. On seeing this, .Arun^chala Ohetti 
exclaimed with great joy, ‘ This is an excellent 
omen. RS, 3 a Lakshmi has entered your house.® 
Henceforth you will enjoy every pleasure and your 
least word will be obeyed. As the proof of it, never 
have I before seen Lakshmi entering a house. ’ He 
then took leave saying that he would return after 
taking food. Remembering what the Governor had 
said regarding my alarm at Madame’s conduct for the 
last two or three months, and the omen which I had 
just seen in the house, I rejoiced, thinking that my 
time of prosperity had begun j and I then ate in 
great content with the relatives and friends who 
had brought the cradle. 

Thursday y March $1 .* — When I went to the 
Governor this morning, he amused himself as he 
used to do by talking of the afFairs of Fort St. 
David. He said everything he could think of 

^ Tko ttli is a gold ornament worn round the neck as a sign of mar- 
riage hnt removed on widowhood Ranga Pillai’s phrase thus excludes 
widows, who are inanspioions. 

2 A festival to K&man or Manmadan, the Indian Cnpid, celebrated 
in some places in March, observed especially by Marathi Brahmans Ot 
supra p. 432. 

^ i e., Lakshmi, the Goddess of Kingdoms , in the present case she 
seems to have been represented by the women wearing tS,lia ; and the 
concluding remark (that he has never seen such a thing before) is 
intended merely as auspicious, not literally true 

* ISth Fanguni, Prabhava* 
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against the English, called them a wretched people, 
unable to beget children, and added, ‘ How can they 
bear to see MutySlu -Ntyakkan return having 
wasted so much money without getting anything for 
it?’^ In order to produce an impression on the 
Governor’s mind, I answered, * As the English treat 
their people kindly, they let him spend whatever he 
pleases and accept whatever he can obtain for them. 
That is why Madras and Fort St. David are so full 
of Tamils. ’ He moved away as though he had not 
heard what I said. 

I went to the nut-godown after reporting the 
choultry news. When I was writing my diary 
there, I was told that the Governor had sent for 
me again. When I went, he told me to translate 
into French for him the letter received yesterday 
from "Vijaya Rtm I wrote it in French and 

gave it to him. 

I also reported to him the news in the Persian 
letter from Ohittipil&l, gumasta of Mir Muham- 
mad ’Alt of Masulipatam, in the following words, 
‘ When Chittipil&l was sailing by Pulicat with seven 
hundred Bengal maunds of rice and wheat, he was 
pursued by some English ships, but escaped to 
Masulipatam, unladed there and entrusted the grain 
to the chief of the French factory. Another vessel 
was bringing five hundred Bengal maunds, but 
when these were offered to the chief, he said that he 


' $09 above p. B78, 
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had no orders. He should he ordered to receive 
the five hundred maunds which have been landed 
and the five hundred maunds which are expected, 
and the gumasta must be told what to do.’ The 
Governor answered, * If it was difficult to reach this 
place or at Madras, at least he could have gone to 
Pulicat. M. Lenoir at Bunder refused to accept the 
goods because he did not believe that there were 
any English ships. Well, we will write about it.’ 
As it was nearly noon, I came home. 

Then VlrS. NIyakkan came and said, ‘ A theft 
was committed in Jnlnaprak^sa PiUai’s house. 
Varllm suspected one of the two peons who were 
guarding Konda B&jS. in the llTayinS,r’s house, and 
put him in custody. He was taken to Yarl§,m’s 
house yesterday, tied up and beaten with a stick. 
The peon Manian also beat him with a slipper. 
Then the head-peon Muttu came and beat him and 
told him to confess that he stole the things because 
the Nayinir persuaded him to. He replied that he 
had been ordered to watch in the Nayintr’s house 
for five or six days before the theft took place, and 
asked why when thus innocent he should be tied up 
and beaten to death with a slipper. When Eandap- 
pan, the Commissary’s writer, ^ came and told him 
to say all he could against the NayinSr, he said that 
he could not do so because he knew nothing about 
it. Thereupon he was taken back to the Nayin^r’s 


^ Banga Pillai calls him * the army aoconntant ’ The Commissary was 
a member of Council, charged with supeiTising the pay, etc., of the troops. 
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house and kept there. The key was given to two 
of the Company’s peons and another peon was 
ordered to look after them. This happened last 
night. This morning Madame ordered the 
removal of the Company’s peons who were guarding 
the BrShman Konda and the others. She 

also ordered that nothing should be said about the 
peons watching in the Nayin^’s house or about a 
peon’s having been beaten. Varl^bn has removed 
the peons.’ I replied, ‘People in the town say 
that, if they who live on refuse and pick up bits of 
broken china and who never have seen even a cash 
are made peons and allowed to exercise authority, 
the government of M. Dupleix will resemble the 
state of the town which traded in cucumbers. 
People fear false charges being made against them, 
God only knows how much. They are greatly 
agitated and are eagerly expecting the time when 
this ill wind will cease and a good wind blow. But 
this furious wind will cease only when God begins 
to protect the people.’ I told VirS, NSyakfean also 
to tell all this to M. Delarche. He agreed and 
desired me to tell everything to Muruga Pillai. 
* Very well,’ I said, and dismissed him. 

The Governor sent for me this evening and said, 
‘ M. Desfresnes has come and complained to me that 
OhandS 8S.bib’s son came into M. Paradis’ garden, 
behaved impertinently, broke off bunches of grapes 
and beat the gardeners.’ I answered, ‘He has 
pever dpne such a things till now, and I do not thinfe 
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lie can have done so. Ho-wever I will send word.’ 
So saying, I went to tie nut-godown and sent 
word to Chandl. SShib’s son by Madan^da Pandit 
who returned witi an answer that nothing of the 
sort had happened. 

Friday, March 22 ^ — When 1 went to the Gov- 
ernor’s house this morning, I gave him the letter 
received last night from V^ttavalam Ttndavartya 
Pand^ri together with MutySrlu NSyakkan’s letter 
to him. The contents of the letters to the Governor 
and to me are as follows ; — ‘ I send herewith the 
letter written to me by Mutyfflu !NS.yakkan, the 
English dubS.sh. If you wish me to seize and 
punish him as he deserves, I will do so. I am only 
waiting for your orders.’ The letter from MutySlu 
Nltyakkan to the Pandtri said, ‘ I was ordered to 
speak to Iml.m S^hib about certain matters when I 
went to Nizim-ud-daulah. But as I did not go to 
Niz&m’s camp, and as ImSim S^b was not in the 
camp of N§*str Jang who was acting under the 
orders of Nis^m, I could not speak to him. Please 
see that no supplies and help are sent to Pondichery 
but send help to the English of Madras and Fort St. 
David. Parwi.nas of Hazrat NSsir Jang Niz^m-udj- 
daulah have been sent to you.® Receive them with 
respect. If you want anything done in the govern- 
ments of Niz§.m-ud-daulah or Asaf Jdh, the Nawtlb, 
I shall see to it. May our friendship increase. I 


^ X3th Fan^nui, PrabliaTa. 
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will write of otlier matters as soon as I reach. Fort 
St. David.’ 

When I said to the Governor that, although. 
MutySlu Ndyatkan had accomplished nothing, 
yet he wrote boastfully, he smiled and said, ‘ Mut- 
ySlu Ndyakkan has learnt how to brag well.’ I said, 

‘ Yes, he is a boaster ; and so he can get on with 
Englishmen ; but that would not do for the French.’ 
I then asked what should be written to the Pandi,ri. 
He replied, ‘ It is thoughtless of us to have done 
nothing.’—' True, ’ I said, ' you gave orders at 
first as though you were in earnest, but then you 
spoke indifferently, and so I did nothing, thinking 
it was useless for me to speak since your mind was 
such.’ The Governor then told me to write 
politely that he should be seized with all his goods 
if on the arrival of the letter he were still at 
V^ttavalam and what should be done if he already 
had departed. He told me also to give ten pagodas 
as a present to the messengers. So I wrote a 
polite letter and another one according to the 
Governor’s orders and sent them by the peons along 
with Mutyllu Ntyakkan’s letter to the Pandiri, 
of which I took a copy. I also gave them thirty 
rupees as a present. 

Then I wrote a receipt in the name of M. 
Cornet stating that what Muttayya Mudali of 
Arcot owed would be made good in the account 
for paddy that the Company would buy, and that 
the . amount would be adjusted in the jpaddy 
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account. I gave tMs to. M. Boyelleau. Then I 
went to the Governor’s. M. Cornet came and told 
him that paddy was not coming in from the villages. 
I said that a hundred garse had come in. When 
he denied this, I told the Governor that I had his 
receipt and would produce it to-morrow. Thereupon 
the Governor told me to buy ouly five or six 
hundred garse. I told him that much paddy was 
expected from Utramallfir and SMavdkkam and 
that it might be boughc out of that. He ordered 
me not to forget about it. ‘ I will remember. Sir,’ 
T said, and then came home. 

Then I heard that a Brihman of Venkat&mp^ttai 
and one of Im^m Sd.hib’s golla peons had been 
robbed and murdered near VeUim^du in Wandiwash 
as they were bringing from Arcot 670 rupees and 8 
star pagodas, in payment of the broad-cloth bought 
of Muttayya Mudali ; and that their bodies had been 
hidden in a loft. I told the Governor as soon as I 
heard this. 

At half -past four to-day, the Governor sent for 
me to the place where batteries are being built before 
the North Gate. When I went, he said, ‘lam 
told that the chunam-burners at Alankuppam have 
run away, because their contract was nearly out. 
Malayappan, who has been managing the kilns, 
demanded his arrears but they could not pay them. 
Send for him ; I want to speak to him.’ Accord- 
ingly I sent for Malayappan and said to the 
Governor I had heard nothing of all this — ^no one 
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liad told me. He replied, ‘ I sent you the European 
who brough.t me the news. Did he not go to 
you?' When I said he had not, he answered, 

* Henceforth you must manage everything connected 
with the kilns at Alankuppam, No one else is to 
see to them.’ I agreed. Then he got into his 
carriage and drove to the Cuddalore gate ; I went 
to the nut-godown. 

Jemadar ’Abd-ul-rahm4n went to the G-overnor 
at eight o’clock and said as follows ; — ‘ I hear by a 
woman that three hundred Mah6 sepoys along with 
Bikkan Kh^n who is lying in prison there have agreed 
to come here. As Mr. Floyer, the Governor of Port 
St. David, goes out for a drive in the evenings as 
far as the Bound-hedge, and once every two or 
three days to the MarikrishnS,puram barrier, I have 
arranged for them to seize and bring him here with ' 
his carriage. They should be given a cowle.’ To 
this, the Governor said, ‘ They shall be kept here 
and given large pay and moreover receive 10,000 
rupees as a present. Give a present of 30 rupees 
to the woman who came and told you the news, and 
send 150 rupees to those who are there.’ He gave 
him a cowle and told him to arrange also to capture 
the Commodore, Mr. GriflSn. ’Abd-ul-rahmlln said 
that he would do so, gave the woman who came 
here with the news the rupees mentioned above and 
sent her back this very night. I think this may 
well be carried out. This iff an unlucky time for 
1)he English, but one bringing great fortpne^ and 
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glory to the master. I think Mr. Moyer or 
Mr. Grriffin will certainly be caught and put to shame. 
But we must await God’s will. 

Saiwrday, March S3 } — went to the Governor 
to-day and reported to him the choultry news, that 
1,257 bollock-loads of paddy had come in. I also 
told him that MutyMn N^yakkan had reached 
ManalArp^ttai, that he would proceed to Fort St. 
David by way of Panruti and would be at Tiru- 
vennanalldr to-morrow. 

He then asked me how our money affairs with 
TarwS,di stood. I replied that he could not be 
relied on, but that we might be sure of the business 
proposed to Taql Sfi,hib of Wandiwash through 
Mir DiyS.nat-ul-lah. He asked me what Tarw&di’s 
master thought about it. I said that nothing had 
been heard since the goods were sent; and he 
observed that he must be persuaded to come here. 

Savari’s maistry Malayappan came, and the 
Governor said to him, ‘You are not allowing the 
people at Alankuppam to live. You have pressed 
them for arrears which they cannot pay, and they 
have run away.’ He replied, ‘ I only took a bote 
from them, but never urged them to pay.’ The 
Governor answered, * Why did you go to the village 
if liot to ask them for the money ? ’ Malayappan 
said that he went to look after the crops. The 
Governor told him to leave the crops to me. He 


^ 14th Pangimi, Prabhaya, 
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said ‘ I will, Sir ; I will not go near tte village,’ 
The Governor said, ‘ Very good ; but if you do go, 
you shall be punished ’ He said he would not go 
anywhere near the village, and departed as fast as 
he could. The Governor turned to me and said, 

‘ Henceforth you must manage all the kilns within 
the Company’s limits.’ I said I would do so. 
Nothing else happened this morning. 

This evening, I was told that the Governor had 
sent for me ; bat after I left the nut-godown to go 
to the Governor’s, I met ArulSnandan, the Cate- 
chist, who said that he had been sent to me by Father 
Ooeurdoux, the Superior of St. Paul’s Church. He 
also said, ‘The Marathas observed the KSman 
festival } I have been told to ask whether you gave 
them permission or got leave from the Governor.’ — 
‘ Indeed,’ I replied, ‘ hear what I have to say. Can 
I give orders in these matters without the Gov- 
ernor’s authority ? Shaikh ’Abd-ul-rahmUn, the 
Mah6 Jemadar, asked the Governor’s permission and 
it was granted. I certainly told the Governor that 
they observe the festival.’ 'The Catechist answered, 
* The priest told me that this festival was observed at 
the time of the Maratha invasion, but that Kanaka- 
r&ya Mudali stopped its observance in the following 
year. As it is being celebrated again, he told me 
to ask you about it.’ I said, ‘This festival has 
been observed every year ; but two years ago, as 
MSlugiri Pandit’s and Sriniv3.sa Pandit’s sons went 
to Kanakarfi,ya Mudali’s house and spoke obscenely 
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before Ms womenfolk, KanakarSya Mndali went 
and told the Governor that people were using 
unmentionable words whenever they met a woman 
in the streets and that, if they wished to do so, they 
should do it in their own houses, not in the streets 
or other people’s homes. But though orders against 
this were given, there was never a year in which 
the festival was not celebrated. I have seen it for 
the last twenty-five years ; but it has been celebrated 
by more persons ever since this Governor and the 
Mahe sepoys came, as the townspeople cannot 
afford to celebrate it with much splendour ; neither 
do they go to others’ houses and speak obscene 
words, and I have never seen them behaving 
insolently in the streets. Why should we go so 
far back ? The Governor who gave permission last 
year is still here ; and the Mah4 sepoys who cele- 
brated it are still here ; ask them about it. The 
Governor has been here six years and he knows 
what orders have been given. Ask him.’ Arulfi- 
nandan took leave and went away, saying, ‘Very 
well, I will tell the Superior.’ 

Then I went to the Governoi’’s. As soon as he 
saw me, he came to me and asked if I had enquired 
about Ohandfi. Sahib’s son’s going into M. Paradis’ 
garden. I said, ‘ They say they have been here 
for the last eight or nine years, that they have 
visited every garden in the town without any com- 
plaint having been made, and that the present 
charge is false.’ He seemed not to hear what 
58 
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I said, and went into Ms writing-room calling 
for a candle. On my arrival tlie Governor was 
talking witk Madame in the central hall. When he 
went into his room, she followed him ; so I went 
away to the nut-godown. 

Sunday, March — To-day a letter was received 
from Im^m S&hih at Aurangabad as follows : — ‘ I 
wrote to you to give 5 cawnies of land to Kh§,lif 
KhSn’s son for a house and garden. You have not 
done so. If you cannot give so much, I ask that 
at least two cawnies and a half may be given him 
for my sake. Why do you keep up so large an 
army?’ He also asked for the release of the 
Madras goods and for a hundred candies of lead. 
I also read to the Governor Munawar-ud-dln Khan’s 
letter of congratulation. He asked me if the load 
had not yet been weighed out. When I said it had 
not, he told me not to do so. He remarked that 
Imllm SS.hib wrote like that because the goods were 
not his. Without replying to this, T reported the 
choultry news about the paddy received and went 
to the nut-godown. 

In the afternoon, I went and saw the fishing dam 
and then went to the nut-godown in the evening. 
I heard nothing further worth writing. 

Monday, March $5.^ — ^Yesterday, Venkatakrishna 
Ayyangi-r brought letters from M. Mainville at 


* IStli PaDgunJ, Prabhava. 


* 16 th Panguni, Prabhara. 
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S^ndamangalam to the G-ovemor, to me, to Madame 
Mainville and M. Leyrit, and a letter from 
M. Changeac. He says that the Europeans have 
been released and are staying in a choultry on 
this side of the Port, that they will proceed as 
soon as they have arranged for dhoolies and so 
forth, and so he is the bearer of good news. He 
says also that Yehkatan^ranappa Ayyan will bring 
presents for the Governor and me after sending the 
Europeans on. Y enkataniranappa Ayyan also wrote 
saying, ‘ The first bill of exchange for 2,000 
rupees and that now sent by Tarwidi on Ktsi 
Bukkanji for 2,000 rupees— in all 4,000 rupees — 
have been received. If you had written to me that 
you were sending this sum, I could have obtained 
rich presents and great honour before I left ; but we 
only received the bills for 4,000 rupees after we had 
started. I have procured dhoolies for the Europeans 
and they have set out. I will write to Bhav§.n 
D^s of Mysore about this and leave as soon as I 
receive his orders. I request that a quarter of 
a garse of paddy may be sent to my house.’ He 
added that he had taken great pains, that he would 
furnish all details when he arrived, and that two 
presents, each consisting of a mirror, two small 
knives, two pairs of scissors and two China fans 
should be sent for the commandant of Slndamanga- 
1am Fort and the Reddi of the country. 

M. Mainville wrote to me very politely, saying, 
‘The Brihman has come with the R§.ji’s orders. 
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and vre have been released from the Fort. We 
are now staying in a choultry outside the town. 
Grod has taken pity on our misfortunes and pros- 
pered your efforts for our release. We are deeply- 
obliged to you for your kindness, and God will 
reward you with all prosperity. We are expecting 
letters from you. Your BrShman took great pains 
about us and, though it is very difficult to get 
dhooli-bearers, he is doing his best to get some. 
As soon as they have been found, we shall start, 
and we are ■'greatly obliged to you and to the 
Governor for your assistance.’ 

The Governor had gone to Church on account of 
the feast; but, as soon as he returned, I gave 
him M. Mainville’s letters and told him the news. 
I cannot write how glad the Governor was when he 
heard of M. Mainville’s release and read his letter. 
He kept the letter in his hand, showed it to nearly 
thirty Europeans who were there, saying to them 
politely, ‘ M. Mainville and M. Ghangeac have been 
released and have left for Mah4. They were set 
free on Tuesday, the 19th of this month — my name- 
day.’ Then he told me to give twenty rupees to the 
Brahman who brought the news. 

Thereon the Governor gave M. Duqueane the 
letters for Madame Mainville and M. Leyrit and 
called M. Bertrand and told him to write a reply to 
M. Mainville congratulating him on his release and 
asking him to proceed to Mah6 as fast as he could. 
M. Bertrand wrote a letter accordingly, got it 
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signed by tbe Governor and sealed it. I also wrote 
letters to the same effect to M. Mainville and 
VenkatanS,ranappa Ayyan, and sent them off by 
Yenkatakrishna Ayyang&c who set out for SSnda- 
mangalam. I also gave letters to DlvarljS., who 
commands the frontier, and D6var§,ja Reddi the 
headman of that place with a mirror, two pairs 
of scissors, two small knives and a China fan for 
each. God knows how much trouble I have taken 
in this matter to get them released without givLog 
forty or fifty thousand rupees or pagodas. I have 
spent out of my own money 6,000 rupees and 
obtained their release. The Company has not 
spent a single cash up to now. We shall see what 
the Governor will do. 

Tuesday, March 26 } — The Governor held a 
Council this morning and it is said that the dispute 
between M. Pore her and Yenkata Reddi has been 
decided in the former’s favour ; and that Yenkata 
Reddi’s property has been given to him. Many other 
matters also were decided in the Council. The Gov- 
ernor sent for me, after the Council broke up, at 
ten o’clock, and said, ‘ What about the money trans- 
action we proposed to Tarwtdi?’ I replied, ‘As 
you do not believe what I say, I will bring Tarwldi 
to you this evening, and you shall know what 
he himself says.’ Then I reported the choultry 
news. 


^ 17th Panguni, Prabhava, 
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The GoTernor then said that M. Plaisance ^ had 
written that Muty^lu N&yakkan had passed Valudfi,- 
vhr and asked if it was true. I replied, ‘ Muty&lu 
N^yakkan was in great fear of being captured, and 
so went by ManalhrpSttai, Tiruvann^malai, Tiru- 
yennanallhr and Tiruviti, harassed and worn to 
death and leaving everything to fate ; he reached 
Fort St. David at noon the *day before yesterday.’ 
When I asked why he had gone by Yalud^vflr and 
Vdliyanallfir, the Governor said that M. Plaisance 
had only written what people said. I said, ‘ Surely 
not ; I thought the Tamils were very stupid people 
who believed whatever was said to them, but that 
Europeans were different. I thought they were a 
discerning people. But now 1 have learnt that 
there are many Europeans like M. Plaisance, as 
stupid as asses and more foolish than Tamils.’ The 
Governor laughed and said that the Europeans 
knew nothing of the customs of the country. I 
replied that, even those who had lived here for 
fifteen, twenty or thirty years, still appeared to 
be very stupid. 

Then the Governor talked to the nephew of 
M. Blias who had just come. I took leave, went to 
the nut-godown, and then came home. As Tarw§,di 


^ I believe tbe oldest officer iutbe French service after Bury. Antoine 
la Roche Bertant de Plaisance became Lieutenant in 1724, the year in 
which Bnry became Captain, and is probably the person whom Eanga Pillai 
here mentions. The probability is increased by tbe remarks below about 
persons being still ignorant of the country even after twenty or thirty 
years’ residence. 
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is sick witli dysentery, notking happened this after- 
noon and so there is nothing worth writing to-day. 

Wednesday, March .87\' — When I took Tarw^di 
to the Governor this morning, I interpreted to him 
what Tarwidi said about the money transaction. 
He wanted me to tell Tarwftdi to speak to his 
master and somehow settle the business. Tarw^di 
agreed and went away. I then reported the choul- 
try news and went to the nut-godown. 

The Governor again sent for me and asked me 
what was the news about Bandila Muty&lu N’ fi,yak- 
kan’s arrival. I said that Mutyalu N^yakkan 
had arrived at Tiruv^ndipuram from NSslr Jang’s 
camp, going by way of Arcot, and that, when he 
went into town and saw the Governor, Mr. Floyer 
said to him with great anger, ‘ You have spent a lakh 
of pagodas ; but have you obtained possession of 
Madras or brought 10,000 horse to attack. Pondi- 
chery ? Why have you spent so much for nothing ?’ 
I added that he was being asked to repay what he 
had spent, and that he was therefore staying in 
much anxiety at P4dirikuppam Chdvadi, near the 
limits, that he was remaining there in great trouble 
of mind, that difficulties appeared to be awaiting 
him, but that it was not known what would happen. 
‘ But,’ I said, ‘ 1 know for certain that the English 
fortunes will sink to the lowest point about the 
middle of April ; you will learn it by experience.’ 


^ 18th Panguni, Prabhava. 
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The Governor agreed with me, and, as we were 
talking about other matters, M. Desfresnes came 
and the Governor spoke with him. Then I went 
first to my nut-godown and thence to M. Cornet’s, 
and asked him to show the Chetti samples of the 
lac-coloured thread. Then we spoke of trivial 
matters and also of the Company’s affairs. I came 
home at about one o’clock, ate my food and went to 
sleep. At four o’clock, I went to the place cf the 
fishing dam and told the people that the Governor 
was going to come there on Friday morning, and 
that everything must be in order. Then I went to 
the nut-godown at seven o’clock, and stayed there 
till half -past eight. There I heard that Tiruv^ngada 
Ndyakkan (brother of Yhh NSyakkau and son 
of Perumal iNtyakkan) who was preparing to go to 
K^rikS,! for his son’s marriage, had been suffering 
from colic and looseness, that he had vomited 
much, had fallen into convulsions, and was grow- 
ing cold. As he was said to be at the point of 
death, I went to his house, and it appeared to me 
from the symptoms, that he would die in the 
morning. I then came home, after speaking words 
of consolation to YirS, Nayakkan. At half-past 
three, Malayappan’s peons came and told me that 
Tiruv6ngada N&yakkan had died at three o’clock. I 
think Tiruv^ngada N'§,yakkan was a man very fit to 
be Poligar ; he was clever at catching thieves ; but 
1 have never seen even the cleverest escape death 
at the appointed hour. 
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Thursdny, March S8 .^ — As I was going to the 
Governor this morning, I met Appn Mudali who 
said, ‘ I think the Governor does not mean to visit 
the dam, for he said to me that the snn was bright 
and strong here but that there it would be worse.’ 
I was perplexed when I heard this, for I did not 
understand the reason. I went to the Governor 
who was walking up and down the verandah, and 
reported to him the choultry news. I then related as 
follows the contents of Mir Husain KhSn’s letter : — 

‘ Some paddy has been grown in the Madras 
gardens, but the garden people have prevented me 
from taking the produce. They should be ordered 
to allow me to do so. As I have been reappointed 
Killedar of Valud^vtir, I came here ® ten days ago. 
Henceforth in all matters treat me as a friend. 
You have imprisoned the younger brother of K^ttu 
Saruva Reddi of YaludS,7lir for being an English 
spy and giving them intelligence. Some one must 
have spoken unjustly of him. Fever would he do 
such a thing. However, I hope you will be pleased 
to release him.’ 

When I told all this to the Governor, he said, 
‘If the garden belongs to one party, the other 
cannot demand rent ; but the Muhammadans must 
have taken a lease of the Tamils’ garden.’ I replied 
that the Muhammadans owned extensive gardens. 


^ lath, Pangttni, Prabhavai. * *.•, ValudftTliir. 

59 
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He then said that he conld not release the 
Reddi who had been spying for the English. As I 
said nothing, and went out of the room, he called 
me back and asked why I had gone away without 
replying. 1 said, ‘I have told you what was 
written, and I will write a reply according to what 
you say. Besides, the cbobdar who brought t.hii a 
letter brought another to ’Abd-ul-rahnAn and saw 
you this morning on his account. I thought that, 
as you had given a reply, I had best go and write 
and send it.’ 

Then I asked him if he were going to the dam. 
He answered carelessly, ‘ How can I go in weather 
like this ? ’ I have thought over this and suppose 
that matters are thus : — ’Abd-ul-rahmdn has arrang- 
ed with Bikkan Kli&n’s sepoys to capture and bring 
in here the Governor of Fort St. David or the Com- 
modore, Mr. GriflSn. As ’Abd-ul-rahm4n is acting 
under Madame’s orders, that very clever woman 
must have said to the Governor, ‘ If you go to the 
dam, tbe news will reach Fort St. David and he who 
bas been coming carelessly out to the Bound-hedge 
will come with guards and so the plan will fail.’ 
When the Governor heard this and spoke to Appu 
Mudali, that son of a blind woman thought he meant 
nothing else when he said that the sun was very 
hot and the day unbearable, and that I had better go. 

Afterwards the Governor told me to have the 
fish sold, and to repay myself the cost of catching 
them. I said I would do so, 
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When I was coining home at noon and was 
passing the arrack-godown, I received letters from 
Venkatanlranappa Ayyan, M. Mainville and M. 
Changeac at S^ndamangalam addressed to me, to 
the Governor, to other officers and to Madame 
Mainville. I took them to the Governor. 

The Governor related to me what M. Mainville 
wrote, which is as follows : — ‘ With the Brahman’s 
help we set out for Mah4 on Saturday. I am 
writing this at a place thirty miles on the road. 
The Brahman has come with us so far, and he took 
great trouble to obtain our release from the 
For the last three or four days he has been at great 
pains to get us dhoolies and so forth. Be should 
be well received ; we axe very pleased with him.’ 

M. Mainville wrote to me to the same efieci and 
M. Changeac recommended him even more strongly. 
Then I read Venkatan&ranappa Ayyan’s letter to me. 

The Governor’s joy was indescribable. He asked 
if they wrould not be near Mah4 by now, as they set 
out on Saturday, six days ago. I said they would 
get there in three or four days. Then I came home 
for food. 

In the afternoon I went to J’afar Sihib, father 
of Mir GhulSm Husain, and asked for his answer on 
the affair of supplying the Company’s merchants 
with money. He agreed, and asked me to come again 
to-morrow. I then took leave, and, having stayed 
at the nut-godown till nine o’clock, came home. 
Muttayya Pillai told me that Chinna Parasurlma 
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Pillai, "wlio Has been suffering with his kidneys for 
the last month, was somewhat better. 

Friday^ March S9J — When I went to the 
Governor this morning to report the choxiltry news, 
he told me to write as follows to Mir Husain Kh§n, 
the present Killedar of Valuddvftr : — * I have im- 
prisoned the Eeddi because I hear that he has 
been sending intelligence to Cuddalore. Ton write 
on his behalf. As he has been sending news to our 
enemies, the English, he can only be released in 
ten days’ time. You write that our people have 
prevented you from taking the produce of your land 
at Madras. I have ordered them to give up the 
produce of lands belonging to the MusalmSns without 
raising difficulties. They cannot now trouble you by 
saying that the lands are theirs. You should not 
interfere with gardens belonging to the Tamils, but 
our people cannot interfere with your gardens. I 
will write to them. You must also write ; and if 
the garden is yours, and you send your people, the 
Tamils will give it up. We are very pleased that 
you are Killedar of Valudlvhr, and congratulate you 
on it. May our friendship continue.’ 

The Governor then said, ‘ I cannot go to the dam. 
You must go and give me an account of what is 
spent and how much the catch will bring in. You 
will give each whatever is necessary, and take six 
European guards.’ Accordingly I went to the 


^ Prabhava, 
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dam, stayed lliere till evening, gave to each accord- 
ing to his work and returned home at eight o’clock 
at night, having greatly enjoyed myself. Then I 
went to Vir^ Nlyakkau’s house, to attend the 
ceremony of retying the turban, gave him a 
turban cloth, and then returned home. 

Saturday, March BO. ^ — When I went to the 
G-overnor this morning, he asked me whether the 
business with Tarw^di and Mir Diydnat-ul-lah had 
been settled. I replied that letter after letter had 
been sent, and a reply was expected ; that the 
proposal would not be refused and at least some 
(Sf the money would be obtained. 

Then he asked me about Ohand^ SS,hib’s coming. 
I told him what our Aroot Vakil had written — that 
it was reported that he would come soon, but that 
none knew whether he was coming or not. I then 
reported the choultry news, and went to the nut- 
godown. 

Then Sankara Ayyan came and said that, in 
a dispute about some land between him and N^r^- 
yana Pillai, who married the niece of Toppai 
Mudali, N^rdyana Pillai had greatly insulted him. 
T said, ‘ What business has he to prevent you from 
building a wall in your land ? I will send for him 
and give the necessary orders.’ 

Just then, two peons came and told me that the 
Governor wanted me. When I went, he said, * Mir 
Muhammad ’Ali’s gumasta in Bengal wrote a 
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Persian letter. You told me about it, but I have 
forgotten. Tell me again.’ I replied, ‘Mtr Mubam- 
mad ’All’s giimasta, CbittipiMl, wrote that, when Ms 
sbip witb 700 maunds of wlieat and rice was off 
Pulieat, an English ship pursued it, and, as be could 
not put into Pulieat, be returned to Masulipatam 
and entrusted tbe grain to tbe Chief of the French 
factory ; but when be brought 500 out of 1,000 
maunds which had been ordered, M. Lenoir, the 
French Chief at Bunder, refused to receive them 
without your orders. Thereupon he wrote that 
an order should be sent to M. Lenoir.* To tMs, the 
Governor said, ‘ Well, write to M. Lenoir to receive 
the 500 maunds of wheat which have arrived as well 
as the 500 maunds which are coming ; but, when he 
was ordered to put in at Pulieat, what does he mean 
by delaying and writing falsely that he has been 
pursued by an English ship and so forced to fly 
to Masulipatam ? The English ships are all off 
Pondichery and Port St. David and there are none 
near Pulieat. Tell him that we will write to his 
master, Mir Muhammad ’All, in Bengal. Let him 
deliver all the goods to M. Lenoir and then set 
sail for Bengal.’ I wrote a Persian letter accord^ 
ingly and gave it to M. Bertrand who sealed it 
along 'vVith the letter written to M. Lenoir by the 
Governor, and put it into the packet instead of giving 
it to the person who came from Masulipatam. 

Afterwards I went to the nut-godown. While 
I was there a letter came, addressed to the Gov- 
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ernor by Mrityunjayan who is serving under K4ina 
tbe warehouse writer at YdnS.m." It said, 

* M, Ohoisy borrowed from my father 4,600 rupees 
and gave a bond. When my father died, M . Ohoisy 
sent for me and said that he would see the bond 
and pay the amount of it. I answered that I 
was known to the Company, that I was a servant 
of the Company, and gave him the bond desiring 
him to examine it. He took the bond and said he 
would repay the money, but he delayed and then 
went to Bunder. Then my mother narrated all this 
to VaMru A.nantanna, a servant of the Company, 
and requested him to ask M, Ohoisy when the money 
would be paid. He asked him accordingly, but M. 
Ohoisy said that he was going to Bunder and that he 
would send the money as soon as he got there. But 
M. Ohoisy went there and died. Thereon 1 wrote to 
M. Lenoir (who was Second here, and whohas known 
me since my father’s time) that we had borrowed the 
money for the loan from the sowcars ; that they 
were now pressing me, that his benevolence was 
like the benevolence of the Company, and that we 
could pay the sowcars and live happy if he would 
be pleased to get the money for us. 

* Further, M. de Libaut ’ owes me 1,600 rupees. 
He had paid 600 rupees, and 900 rupees are yet due. 
Be pleased to see that the amount is paid to us. I 


1 I suppose tMs to bo one of the two sons of Claude Libaut, a Ganges 
Pilot, who died in 1708. Reg, <2«. Cons, i , 8. 
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now hold my father’s oflBce, but M. de Libaut 
takes away my pay. On this account f am sending 
Virannan to explain matters in person.’ Thus he 
wrote politely. As it was then noon, I did not 
relate this to the Governor but came home. I shall 
tell him to-morrow. 

At five o’clock this evening, the sound of guns 
was heard from the ships at Cuddalore and Fort St. 
David. On enquiry, 1 heard that the presents which 
Mutyllu ^ 4yakkan had brought from the JJawAb and 
NHsir Jang had not at first been received as he had 
spent large sums to the northwards without getting 
any return ; although it is six or seven days since 
he returned, the matter was only settled today and 
the presents accepted. Hence the salutes. 

Sunday, March 31 ,^ — I thought up to yester- 
day that the funeral ceremonies for Lakshmanan, 
my dear PA,p§,l’s husband, who died on January 26 
last had been duly performed by Muttayya Pillai ; 
but as I then learnt they had not been, I resolved 
to get them performed by his brother, Akka Pillai. 
So I went with him and our friends and relations 
to Sunguvdr’s garden, and performed the N^rS,yana 
Bali^ Then I went to the Governor’s and reported 
the choultry news. 

d’he Governor asked why salutes were fired 
yesterday at Fort St. David. I replied indifferently 


^ 22nd Pangnni, Prabhava. 

2 An offering (generally inexpensiye) made on behalf of persons 
who die without heirs or in destitution* 




1748 .] 


JSAISDA SANQA PILLAl. 


473 


that it was because of the reception of Nasir Jang’s 
presents, which at first had been left outside the 
town. The Governor seemed quite careless about 
the news and said, ‘ You told me that there was news 
of the arrival of some Maratha horse. No one 
knows anything about it I replied, ‘ Owing to 
the fear caused by the rumoured Maratha invasion, 
all the goods have been removed from LMfi.p^ttai 
into the forts at Arcot, Wandiwash, Mahimanda- 
1am and K§,v^rip^kkam. There is a panic at Arcot.’ 
When I said this, the Governor told me to find 
out about it. When he said this, it occurred to 
me that, if the Marathas came, the people at Arcot 
would be busy defending themselves and then we 
could settle everything about Fort St. David in spite 
of Nd,sir Jang’s parwdna to Arcot to assist the Eng-‘ 
lish. So I said to the Governor, ‘ As bad times have 
begun for the English, they cannot get any help from 
Arcot, as you will see. Have any of my prophecies 
been unfulfilled ? Now also it will be the same. 
You will learn so by and by.’ J then spoke with the 
Governor of other matters and went to my nut- 
godown. There I told the Company’s merchants 
to settle their money affairs through RS,machandra 
Mo. I also sent for R^machandra R^o and told 
him to get the money for the merchants, and I sent 
with him ArunS.chala Chetti and Yir4 Ohetti. Then 
I came home, had my bath and ate. 

At five o’clock I went to the Sunguvir’s garden 
where the funeral ceremonies were performed. 
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Akka Pillai’s turban, was retied, and at kalf-past six 
be was brought by the VellSla Street with music to 
the house that was lately purchased. Then I gave 
p§,n supM to tho Company’s merchants and others 
who were assembled there and dismissed them. I 
then went to the nut-godown. 

Sometime back on December 27, 1742, when I 
stood surety for Haidar Sdhib in the PanchamM^vi 
matter, I sent a bill of exchange to RSyalayyan 
of LllS.p^ttai asking him to pay 500 Porto Novo 
chakrams or a thousand rupees, to note the payment 
on the bill and get a receipt besides. Accordingly 
R§,yalayyan signed the bill on December 31, 1742, 
paid the amount, and noted the payment on the 
bill. He also wrote a separate receipt in Persian 
which was sealed with his master’s seal. But when 
Haidar S§hib’s accounts and mine relating to the 
Panchami.d^vi affair were settled, and when the 
balance was paid, it was found that my accounts 
did not show the 500 chakrams ; so his writers said 
nothing about them, and struck the balance with- 
out including them. So when the accounts and the 
notes were examined in order to state the receipts 
and payments on both sides, this item was not 
included in the accounts. But when the receipts 
and payments relating to Lil8,p5ttai and the Pan- 
chamld^vi affair in which I stood surety, were 
examined, then it was found that these 500 chak- 
rams were due to me. When they disputed this, I 
sent for Periya Pillai, writer to Miyln SS,hib, Haidar 



1748 .] 


JnANDA RANGA PILLAI 


475 


S^ib’s elder brother, related to him the whole story, 
and showed him also the receipt. On seeing every- 
thing, Periya Pillai said, ‘ So many are the money 
transactions in the world that in some few by for- 
getfulness mistakes happen. Then the injured 
persons desire the accounts to be thoroughly 
examined and written out ; and none has ever be- 
fore refused to make good such mistakes, as Haidar 
Si,hib is now doing. It is his nature to deceive 
others in his dealings with them, and he never be- 
haves honestly. That is why his affairs always fail. 
However, I know you are patient in all matters. 
On account of your friendship with him, it will be 
unseemly to publish the matter. I will write a 
cadjan letter to him and if you will also write to 
him, he will read the letters and send the money. 
That is what should be done.’ 

In his presence, I therefore sent for Sivar&ma 
Ststri and told him to copy the receipt. I also 
desired Madanftnda Pandit to write a Persian letter 
to Haidar SS,hib, asking whether, when accounts 
were settled, and an item had been omitted by mis- 
take, a man should deceitfully take advantage of it. 
A detailed account of the several transactions as 
written above was also drawn out, put into an 
envelope with the letter and a copy of the receipt, and 
sent by a Muhammadan whom I do not know but 
who came from Hazrat Muhammad Khi.n, son of 
Khllif KhSn. The matter was explained to him, 
and Chella Pillai, the Company’s peon was ordered to 



476 


DUBT OP AnAHWA BASOA PILLAX. [Mas. 1748 . 


go ■with him to Panohamld^-vi to-morrow, deliver 
the letter to Haidar BShib and demand the 500 
Porto Novo ohakrams that have been deceitfully 
kept back, together with interest thereon up to date 
I also gave him a cadjan letter from Periya Pillai 
and ordered him to set out to-morrow morning. 
Then I came home at ten o’clock. There is noth- 
ing more worth writing. 
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This horoscope shall state the fortunes of birth^ the 
prosperity of life and the results of merits acquired before 
birth. We hereby proclaim this horoscope for the redemp- 
tion from the misery of future births of both ancestors and 
descendants, for the prosperity of the family, truly and as it 
is written, for all to see these presents : — 

Svasti ! In the Saka year 1669, Kaliyuga 4848, the 
year Prabhava, in the month of MSrgali, on the 27th day, 
on a Sunday, on the 7th tithi of the bright fortnight 
(ending at 11| ghatikas), on a day of E^vati nakshatra 
(ending at 50 ghatikas^), on a day of Sim Yoga (ending at 
52| ghatikas), during the VanigaTcarana (ending at 11^ 
ghatikas), day^-tyojj/am (ending at 24| ghatikas) the sun 
being in the first quarter of TJttara® Ash§-dha,^^ Venus 
being in the second quarter of SrSvana Uttara 
Bh&drapada” having ended on 10^®^ (= December^) 26bh, 
at 54 ghatjikas after sunrise, and E^vati ” being current. 


^ ended on the day in question at 55 ghatihas (not 60) 

after mean sunrise. 

® In the case of ** R^rati ” the tyAjyam is one half, on the day in 
question, tySLjyam ended at 80| ghatikas after the commenoement of the 
nakshatra and was a day-iyd^ yam— see paragraphs (59), (60) of “Indian 
Chronology.” 

®Read “ s — A or opfieosr&SAt) (^iiuear. The figures 

94^ here inserted in the original seem to be a repetition of the ending 
moment of tydjyam. See also next note, 

^ Tbe entry “ 10-26 ” in the original appears to be part of a series of 
notes of calculation made by the astrologer, with a view to expanding 
them in the body of the horoscope ; “ 30-26 ” is possibly a contraction 
for “ lObre 26 ” which would be the French way of writing “ December 
26th” the English (old style) date corresponding to “ 6th ” January, the 
French (new style) date of birth. The reader has to be reminded that at 
the time we are dealing with, i.e , in A.B. 1747-48, the New or Gregorian 
Style had come into use in France and the French Settlements, but not 
in England into which country it was introduced by Act of Parliament 
only in A,D. 1762, 

^1 
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APPEKDIX. 


On ttis anspicions day a son was born to Ananda 
Banga Pillai Avargal, son of M.R.By. Pirambiir Tini- 
vSngadam Pillai. 

The following are the positions of the planets at the 
moment of birth, namely, at 8i ghatikas after mean 
sunset. 

Ziogm : ghatikas expired in Karkataka lagna. 

lEora : The Moon’s. 

BreleMna ; of Mars, the lord of Yrischika (Scorpio). 

Nav&mia : of Mara, the lord of Vrisohika (Scorpio). 

Bvddaidmia: of Jupiter, the lord of Dhanus 
(Sagittarius). 

Trimsdm§a^ : 114 (sic). 

In the Lagna house, KarJcataJca (= Cancer), in the 4th 
quarter of “Aslesha,” in Mina” [dvldas3,msa], was 
K$tu.2 

In the 4th house, Tula (=Libra), in the 4th quarter 
of SvSiti,” in “ Mina ” [dv§.das&msa] was Saturn. 

In the 6th House “Dhanus” (= Sagittarius), in the 
[first] quarter of “ TJttara AshMha ” in the [dv&dastosa] 
Dhanut, was the Sun. 


Trimi&mia 114” is obviously an error for TrimS&mia 104” or 
Trimi&m^a 14” “114°” would be the second half of the lagna rdii, 
whereas we are told that the birth took place in the Moon’s or first half 
of that Rfili. The actual lagna at the moment of birth, as calculated by 
me, was 108° which would still be KarkataTca lagna, but in the second half 
thereof* The a^proatimate lagna arrived at in accordance with article ^6 
of “ Indian Chronology ” was no doubt 104° at the moment of birth, 

® The positions of Uihu and K^tu, as calculated by me, for the date in 
question, were 801° and 121° respectively j but Ranga Pillai’s astrologer 
appears to have assigned to these planets 299° and 119°, respectively, so 
as to make them fall in Makar a (Oapricornus, the 7th house for the 
subject of the horoscope) and KarTcatalca (Cancer, the 1st or lagna 
house) respectively. In all other respects the positions of the planets, 
given in the horoscope are fairly correct. It is curious that the position 
9 | Mercury is not at all noticed in the horoscope. 
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In the same^ honse, in the second quarter of Mula ” 
in [the dv^dastosa] Kany^^ was R^hu. 

In the same house ^ in the second quarter of 
SrSvana^^ in [the dvS^dasdmsa], Rishabha, was Venus. 

In the same house, in the fourth quarter of Uttara 
^.sh^dha in [the dvddasdmsa] Mina, was Jupiter. 

In the 8th house, Mina (= Pisces), in the third quarter 
of R&vati ” in [the dvMaslLnisa] Kumbha, was the Moon. 

The total duration of R^vati^ being 61 ghatikas, 
and 7 ghatikas having expired in the third quarter thereof, 
the balance is ghatikas. 

In the Budha Mahddasa, lOi years had passed, and 6^ 
remained ; 

In the Budha Bhukt% out of the Budha Mahddaia, 
there remained 1^ years and 15 days. Prosperity and long 
life! 


^ In the same house,’* appears to he an error for ** in Makara, the 7th 
house,” i.e., Oaprioomus j R6.hu could not possibly have been placed by 
any astrologer in the 6th house, but it could have been placed, as stated 
in the last note, in the 7th house or Makara, My conjecture that ”in the 
7th house ” was intended here is confirmed by the fact that Venus and 
Jupiter are also placed below "in the same house,” and they were 
evidently in Ca^ricornus (Jfakara), not in Dhamus. 

^ ** In the same house ” was probably intended, with reference to the 
7th house which in turn was intended, hut not expressed, as the house 
occupied by B^lhu.— See note 2 in page 478. 

®This portion of the horoscope refers to the dyurdaya or expectation 
of life, as deduced from the nakshatra of birth. A person born in 
" E^vati is said to he in Budha’s (Mercury’s) Mahddaia of 17 years, hut 
as much should be deducted from this first portion of life as corresponds 
to the portion of nakshatra which had expired at the time of birth. The 
nakshatra lasted for 61 ghatikas (i.e*, from 54 ghatikas on 26th December 
to 55 ghatikas on 27th December) and as the birth took place at 83^ 
ghatikas on 27th December, i.e., when 89^ ghatikas ont of 6L had passed, 
corresponding fraction of 17 years (Budha’s gi eat period) was out off 
from the first chapter of the subject’s life, and what remained in that 
chapter is stated to be fij* years. Bndha’s great period is again divided 
into nine sub-periods (BhuTctia), of which six sub-periods had been out off 
as eq.uivalent to 10| years, and there remained years and 16 days of 
Kdhu’s sub-periods and also the whole of Jupiter’s and Saturn’s sub- 
periods. 
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4FPBMOIZ, 


Rote hy the Translator. 

According to “ Indian Chronology,” the positions of 
the planets at the moment of birth, were as follow ; — 

Sun ... 266’82° Saturn ... 197'08° 

Moon ... 841-88° Rihu ... 301-84° 

Mars ... 317-0° KOtu ... 121-34° 

Jupiter ... 277-62° Lagna ... 104° (approxi- 

Venus ... 284-22° mate) and 108° (exact). 

The moment of birth was 7 hours, 18 minutes p.m. on 
Sunday, 27th December 1747 (Old Style) = 7th January 
1748 (New Style). 

23-2-15. L. D. SWAMIKANNU. 
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NOMINAL INDEX. 


* Abd-^il-hai Khdn, 78. 

113, 115, 180. 

*Abd-ul-nabi Khin, 3. 

’Abd-nl-rabrndn or Shaikh ’Abd-ul-rabm4n, 4, 120, 121, 131, 134, 154, 165, 
170, 171, 194, 195, 196, 210, 219, 223, 242, 252, 266, 315, 817, 318, 39J, 
394, 395, 896, 307, 398, 399, 405, 422, 432, 440, 454, 456, 466. 
’Abd-ul-wahdb Khdn, 98, 1.02, 

Aohikkildxi, 46, 249. 

Achin, 3, 19, 53, 83, 91, 170, 191, 267, 

Adil Shah, 216. 

Adivaraha Ohetti, 419. 

Adiyaj^ada Pillai, 342. 

Adiyappa Nayakkan, 109. 

Adoni, 44 
Agra, 116. 

Akbar Sahib, 303, 413. 

Akkal Nayakkan, 209, 210. 

Akka Pillai, 472, 474 
Alaga Pillai, 364, 365. 

Alagappa Ohetti, 857. 

Alagappa Mndali, 806, 386. 

Alagappa Pillai or Alagayya Pillai, 304, 305. 

Alambarai, 4, 71, 105, 106, 107, 109, 193, 201, 206. 

Alankuppam, 87l, 453, 454, 455. 

Alatt5.r, 12, 26, 39, 40. 

Albert, Chevalier d’, 320 

Albert, Madame, ii4e Jeanne de Oasbro, 69. 

Albert, Marie (Madame Anmont, Madame d’ Auteuil), 141, 158, 391. 

’Ali D6st Kbdn, see Dost *Ali Kb4n. 

’AU Kb^n, 8X7. 

»Ali Naqi or ’All Naql Sdhib, 49, 78, 248, 265, 266, 283, 285, 286, 288, 290, 
293, 800, 801, 302, 303. 

’All S4bib, 265, 271. 

Alisapakkam, 17, 69, 60, 122, 123, 267, 268, 272, 354, 356, 361, 862, 385, 
404, 408. 

Alivirdi Khdn, 429. 

Allen, Mr., 109. 

Ambdr, 379. 

Amlr-nl-nmar4, 190, 

Ammayappa Ohetti, 838, 420. 

Ammayappan, 279. 

Ammayya Pillai, 424. 

Anand^ji Gorpad^, or Ananda Gorpade or Ananda Kio Gorpad5, 390, 391, 
394, 398, 399. 

62 
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Anawda Uanga Filial, or Ananda Rangappan, or Eanga Pillai, or Rangap- 
pan, or EaijgApi)a or Pillai Av^argal, 2, 0, 15, 16, 20,21, 31, 83, 34, 39, 
52, 53, 57, 50, 60, 61, 83, 85, 96, 09, 10l5, 107, 100, 110, 113, 118, 119, 
125, 130, 140, in, 113, 149, 152, 15 1-, 156, 150, 173, 176, 177, 179, 182, 
190, 191, 104, 195, 203, 204, 2U7, 2il, 225, 227,228, 232, 238, 210, 241., 

247, 252, 260, 259, 2116, 209, 30lt, 304, 312, 31 1, 316, 317, 334, 328, 329, 

333, 331., 343, 3 U, 345, 354, 357, 354, 3(50, 372, 378, 384, 385, 388, 389, 

400, 403, 403, 104, 40 5, 411, 416, 4 56, 437, 438, 440, 441, 447, 440, 462, 

478. 

Ananda Mo, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 212, 243, 

Angleaea (ship), 176, 

Anjengo, 63, 84, 120, 131, 169, 174. 

AnnapArna Ayyau, 161, 165, 888, 352, 398. 

Amon (ship), 176. 

Ansoa, Lord, 135, 

Anthony, Father, see Noronha. 

Anwar Kh&n, 6. 

Anwar-ad-dln KbAn, 6, 23, 35, 36, 40, 45, 6i, 70, 71, 75, 78, 84, 87, 89, 93, 
98, 102, 103, 108, 114, 121, 127, 128, 130, 135, 140, 174, 175, 189, 246, 
252, 261, 318, 339, 374, 376, 378, 379. 880, 409, 410, 117, 420, 438, 431. 
Apollon (ship), 176. 

AppAji RAyakkan, 23. 

AppAvu, SO. 

Appayyan, 410 

Appu Mudali or Appu, 26, 68, 59,69, 70, 114, ISO, 139, 206,247, 248, 
276, 323, 329, 333, 334, 360, 861, 379, 388, 389, 411, 435, 465, 466. 

Aroot, e, 11, 12, 14, 10, 17, 18, 22, 35, 87, 44, 64, 70, 72, 75, 76, 78, 89, 
93,94, 100,103, 104, 106, 1X4, 116, 120, 121, 125, 126, 127, 129, 133, 

140, 161, 167, 168, 176, 186, 196, 197, 198, 218, 216, 236, 317, 219, 281, 

246, 252, 270, 272, 276, 333, 840, 849, 369, 307, 876, 378, 379, 380, 386, 

409, 410, 413, 414, 417, 420, 421, 423, 428, 481, 432, 439, 440, 442, 452, 

453, 463, 469,473. 

Arcot, North, 272. 

AriyalAr, 309. 

AriyAuknppam, 9, 27, 36, 51, 60, 68, 123, 139, 181, 200, 270, 271, 272, 209, 
307, 808, 311, 815, 317, 818, 319, 323, 325, 329, 856, 371. 408. 

Ariyappa Mndali, 343, 34S, 

Arnault, M , 253, 266 
Arni, 57. 

ArulAnandau, 456, 457. 

Arnlappau, 31.3 

AmmpAtai Filial, 62, 69, 149, 186, 280, 341, 342, 343, 365, 372. 

Ammugam, 182. 

Arumuga PandAram, 260, 261. 

AianAchala Ohetti, 305, 357, 388, 419, 445, 446, 447, 473. 

Asad ’All, 278. 

Asad-ul-lah SAhib, Muhammad, 278, 284, 287, 290, 293, 294, 295, 296. 
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Asaf JAh, see Nizdm-Til-mtilk. 

AttipS.kkam, 84. 85. 

178, 180, 250. 

Auger, M., 107, 268, 269, 347. 

Aumonfc, Mario Rose Fraii9oise (Madanae Friell), 67. 

Aumont, Marie, see Albert, Maiie. 

Aumont, 67, 141. 

Aurangabad, 44, 110, 116, 125, 140, 163, 173, 189, 190, 231, 433. 

Auteuil, Louis Hubert Oombault 67, 141, 158, 227, 274, 276, 316, 317. 
Ante nil, Madame d*, see Albert, Marie. 

Avali Salem, 250. 

Arkj Sdhib, KMzi, 94, 115, IIG, 117, 127, 161, 166, 265, 271, 345, 346, 423, 
410. 

Ayyd.kannu, 197, 207, 208. 

Ayyan Perum^l, 441. 

Ajyk Tambi, 361. 

Ayya-vdr Ayyang&r, MUdabdsi, 186. 

Bad6 S4Mb, 6, 45, 283, 288, 292, 296, 306, 413. 

Bad6 Sahib, 296. 

BkhAv, 181, 327. 

Baird, Alexander, 4. 

Balasore, 84, 166, 268, 330. 

Balayya, 393. 

Ball, 860, 

B allay, Lenoir de, (P^liyd), M., 354. 

B41u Ohetti, anntur, 27, 233, 235, 236, 238, 305, 361, 390, 392. 

BMu Chetti, Tiruviti, 401. 

Bandar Abbas, 191. 

Bang^ru, 243, 424. 

Bankdpuram, 23, 44, 217. 

B4p6ji H^yakkau, 23, 64, 70, 

B&ppu, 44, 

B pu Rio, 247, 445. 

Barnew^all, Anthony Coyle de, 402. 

BarnewalJ, Francis Coyle de, 42, 402. 

Barnewall, Madame, 402, 403, 405, 430, 

Barth41emy, VI., Louis, 13, 118, 206, 217, 228, 229, 234, 236, 262, 2^9, 
280, 281, 328, 340, 352, 353, 436. 

Barth51emy, Madame, 319, 354. 

Basavapatna or Basavd-pandana, 251. 

Batavia, 89, 243. 

Bausset, M du, 22, 318. 

Bavd. sahib or Skdji, 350. 

Beawes, 109. 

Bencoolen, 83, 86. 

Bengal, 13, 53, 56, 63, 64, 68, 74, 84, 86, 93, 85, 97, 99, 134, 165, 168, 176, 
177, 178, 188, 192, 199, 302, 324, 338, 849, 357, 403, 428, 429, 435, 436, 
448, 469, 470. 
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Bonyon, Mr. Richard, 133. 

Bertie, Lord Thomas, 251. 

Bertrand, M., 310, 3 lO, 3 ♦!, 420, 460, 470. 

Bhag^avaii B&s or BhavUni 0fls or BlriVtln BAs, 361, 439, 459. 

Bhiji llao, 216, 343. 

Bhuvauigiri, 3, 8, 27, 318, 319, 

Bikkaix KhAn, 120, 121, 131, 166, 170, 177, 18S, 194, 105, iro, 451, 100. 
Bombay, 53, 63, 84, 92, 106, 119, 120, 129, 140, 176, 104, 270, 271, 272. 
Boinhay CastU (ship), 92, 321, 

BommaiyapAIaiyam Mutt, 393. 

Bonetta (sloop), 32 U 
Bonneau, M,, 112. 

Bobcawon, Mr., 135, 318. 

Bourhon (ship), 127, 

Bourbon, 112, 218. 

Bouvet, 820. 

Boyelleau, M., 210, 328, 338, 402, 453. 

Brand, IOC. 

Breda, 81. 

Briell, see Friell, Jacques. 

Brignon, M. (M. Marxgnon), 192, 201 206. 

BnlUani (ship), 47. 

Britain, Groat, 81, 

Britannia (ship), 41, 42, 03, 83. 

Bundelcund, 836. 

Bander, see Masulipatain. 

Burat, M., 97, 302. 

Burhanpur, 78. 

Bury, M. de, 66, 269, 285, 307, 321, 356, 361, 462, 

Bussorah, 176, 191, 218. 

Bussy, M., 112, 168, 402. 

Campos, Antonio de Oaettano de, Captain, 118, 192, 193. 

Canton, 67. 

Cantopher, see Kandopoulos. 

Carnatic, 4, 64, 71, 228, 421. 

Carvalho, Antonia de, (Mrs. de Madeiros), 402. 

Carvalho, Francisco de, 99. 

Carvalho, Jeanne, 99. 

Carvalho, Marie, 99. 

Cayrefonrg, M., 11, 35, 136. 

Ceylon, 126, 

Chanda sahib, 10, 50, 71, 78, 124, 125, 160, 176, 211, 212, 213, 248, 262, 
265, 275, 276, 278, 279, 282, 284, 285, 286, 287, 288, 289, 291, 292, 294, 
295, 296, 301, 306, 377, 382, 391, 413, 414, 450, 461, 457, 469. 
Chandernagore, 192. 

Changeac, Captain, 34. 

Changeao, M. de, 34, 35, 154, 180, 184, 202, 203, 205, 459, 460, 467. 
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Ohella Filial, 280, 281, 475. 

OhennamaD^yakkanpS-Iaiyam, 100. 

CliSfcpatta, 34, 44, 310, 300, 362, 440. 

Chidambaram, 3, 8, 27, 49, 89, 96, 100, 101, 103, 200, 392, 433, 437. 

China, 459, 40 1. 

Chingleput, 30, 39, 292, 306, 428. 

Ohinna Mndali, see T^nappa Mndali. 

Chinna Parasurtlma Pillai, or Chinna Parasur^man, 172, 305, 340, 344, 
467, 468. 

Chinna Pernm^l Ohetti, 360, 

Chinnappar^ya Pillai, 260. 

Ohinnappayyan, 49. 

Ohinnardya Ohetti, 361. 

Ohinna tambi, 7. 

Chinnayya, 352. 

Ohintddrip^t, 04. 

Chintamani Ayyan, 431. 

ChitaldrOg, 182, 251. 

GhittipiMl, 448, 470. 

Ohittirakandi, 189. 

Ohittirakandi Biman, 216, 251. 

Choisy, M., 196,331, 471. 

Ohoisy, Madame, 331. 

Ohokkappa Mndali, 161, 162, 167, 199. 

Chonohon, see Vinoens, Marie. 

Christian VI, 81. 

Ohun&mbir, 324. 

Oiroars, ITorthern, 333, 448. 

Coohinat, M , 134. 

Coenrdoux, Father, 146, 152, 456. 

Coja Snltdn, 430. 

Colombo, 187. 

Oonjeeveram, 3^ 45, 52, 71, 75, 393. 

Coquet, M., 156 

Cornet, Etienne Mathnrin, 3, 141, 145, 146, 199, 249, 255, 261, 264, 
336, 837, 338, 352, 857, 365, 376, 380, 382, 383, 384, 385, 386, 398, 399, 
401, 402, 403, 423, 437, 440, 441, 462, 453, 464. 

Coromandel Coast, 105, 171, 173, 228. 

Ootterel, M., 218. 

Oourton, 285. 

Oovelong, 7, 177, 262. 

Oroke, Mr. Edward, 62, 83, 87, 93, 349. 

Crompton, 109. 

Onddalore, 1, 3, 8, 10, 17, 26, 28, 41, 42, 43, 66, 80, 83, 88, 92, 100, 101, 
104, 106, 115, 134, 163, 181, 183, 195, 197, 210, 218, 236, 254, 269, 321, 
332, 366, 360, 383, 454, 468, 472. 

Ouddapah, 3, 44, 70, 78, 79, 125, 218, 219, 220, 221, 242, 243, 365, 878, 
879, 394, 403, 409, 421. 
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Ooltru, M., 9, 11, 22, 47, 63, 89, 95, 113, 123, 137, 158, 210, 218, 228, 293, 
302, 359. 

Gunhn, Manoel do, 310, 300, 362. 

Cupid, 447. 

Dtoalolieruvu Pas<t, 349. 

Danhnry (ship), 324. 

Dargy, H,,'310. 

D^sari. 172. 

Danlatabad, 140, 190. 

David, M., 47, 145. 

Dead man’s Battery, 313. 

Deccan, 86. 72, 845. 

Delareho, M. Alexander Henri, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 22, 35, 38, SO, 62, 66, 
102, 103, 108, 113, 130, 132, 156, 182, 189, 226, 227, 228, 232, 343, 375, 
384, 385, 836, 421, 423, 460. 

Delhi, 11, 70, 116, 142, 190, 216, 231, 275, 343, 315, 359. 

Denmark, 81, 

resfresnep, M., 226, 263, 305, 316, 317, 364, 423, ^25, 450, 464. 

Pesmarkft, Marc-Antoine, 373, 406, 407, 418. 

Desvoeux, M., 385, 386. 

Deyan^Lnipattanam, or Tevenepatam, 41, 69, 83, 86, 92, LOG, 100. 
I)6van4yaka AyyanglLr, 809. 

D6vandyaka Ohetti, 323. 

Dfivarllj^, 461. 

D^varija Reddi, 461. 

Dharma Ohetti, 802. 

Dlw^n Sdhib, 303, 418. 

Dordelin, M., 97, 171, 173. 

Dust ’Alt KUrxy or ’Alt D6st Khdn, 48, 49, 71, 123, 211, 303, 382, 413. 
Dresden, 48. 

Duff, Grant, 221, 350, 353, 

Dugarazpattanam, 84, SO. 

Dulaurens, M., 13, 27, 87, 117, 118, 123, 161, 163, 166, 197, 217, 218, 229, 
233, 234, 235, 236, 243, 252, 263, 256, 257, 258, 259, 262, 267, 281, 339, 
366, 375, 384, 385, 423, 425, 426, 480. 

Dulaurens, Madame, see La Touche, Marie do. 

Dnlivier, M., 152. 

Dumas, M., 22, 47, 95, 122, 123, 137, 144, 231, 253, 255, 266, 267, 258, 267, 
350, 359. 

Dupleix, M., 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 14, 18, 20, 22, 32, 47, 53, 55, 66, 62, 67, 71, 
72, 80, 89, 95, 111, 113, 125, 135, 144, 145, 147, 150, 154, 156, 156, 168, 
187, 192, 201, 210, 218, 227, 228, 229, 231, 233, 241, 242, 243, 268, 273, 
285, 302, 303, 307, 319, 3il, 323, 329, 351, 376, 387, 402, 408, 411, 416, 
420, 484, 442, 450. 

Dupleix, Madame, 32, 33, 57, 68, 67, 74, 82, 83, 108, 141, 224, 229, 230, 
231, 232, 240, 243, 272, 293, 294, 319, 391, 411, 412, 417, 418. 

Duquesne, M., 13, 77, 159, 286, 353, 366, 371, 435, 460. 
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Duraiyappa Ohetti, Tirumangalam, 57. 

E’^nat Kh^n, 378. 

Eokman, Mr., 87, 88. 

Eokman, Madame, 87. 

Elaioliiyappan, 61, 62, 139, 170, 208, 267, 419. 

Elias, M., 39, 124, 428, 462. 

Ella Pillai, 279. 

Ella Pillai Mantapam, 394. 

Wtham (ship), 347. 

Emberum^l Pillai, 305. 

England, 68, 72, 80, 166, 176, 178, 338, 477. 

Espr^menil, M d , 32, 97. 

Bspr5m4nil, M.Buval d’, 13, 32, 67, 84, 87, 90, 97, 98, 102, 133, 162, 163, 425. 
Espr5m5ml, Madame, d’ (Yincens, Anne Ohriatine Praii9oise) 32, 184, 207, 
312 403 

Enrope, 7, *15, 31, 41, 42, 56, 62, 63, 67, 80, 83, 127, 136, 137, 147, 150, 
152, 176, 177, 188, 218, 250, 251, 254, 256, 257, 320, 823, 324, 336, 
842 ! 343 ’ 349, 412, 416, 429, 433, 434, 436, 441. 

Exeter (ship), 254. 

FcbTcharo MarTcaJ) (ship), 176. 

Farelle, de La, 256 
Fatten Sawdr (ship), 93 
Eatteh Sipgh, 79, 190, 216 
Eazl-nl-lah B§g, 94. 

Eebvrier, M., 96. 

Einisterre, Cape, 135. 

Elaoourti, M., 158, 160. 

Flanders, 87. 

Eloissao, M., 18. 

Eloyer, Charles, 74, 83, 84, 85, 87, 187, 188, 428, 454, 455, 463, 

Eorresfc, Mr., 129. 

Fort Louis, 256. 

Fort St. David, 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 23, 26, 27, 28, 
30 35 36, 38, 41, 43, 45, 48, 55, 66, 62, 63, 68, 69, 71, 74, 76, 77, 
80* 82 83, 84, 85, 86, 88, 92, 93 , 94, 98, 101, 102, 304, 107, 108, 
110 111 il3 115, 119, 120, 127, 128. 129, 130, 132, 140, 158, 160, 
165 166*, 168, 169, 170, 171, 177, 178, 181, 187, 188, 192, 194, 195, 
196 201 207, 209, 214, 215, 232, 251, 254, 267, 268, 271, 274, 283, 

299* 300 ' 304, 307, 308, 311, 313, 314, 315, 316, 317, 318, 819, 321, 

322 324^ 333, 334, 335, 338, 348, 350, 351, 363, 366, 367, 368, 369, 

888 391, 404, 405, 410, 416, 428, 435, 436, 441, 442, 444, 446, 447, 

448, 451, 452, 454, 455, 462, 466, 470, 472, 478. 

Fort St. George, 211. 

Foster, Mr., William, 165, 194, 207, 312. 

Foster, 84, 

Fonbert, M., 18. 

France, 46, 81, 190, 191, 228, 252, 266, 372, 477. 
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France, Isle de, 100. 

Frawer, Mr., 129. 

Friell (Briell), Jacques, 07, liJlj, 241, 263, 31U, 339, 355, 356, 350,360. 
Fryer, 63. 

aaclilam ^Bivor), 41, 160, 307, 316. 

Galle, 110/187. 

Galletti, Mr., 54. 

Ganges (Eiver), 429, 471. 

Gavini^ilsa Mudali, 91, 330. 

Gentil, Col. Le, 289. 

GerbauH, M, (Serpean), 0, 438. 

Gibson, George, 119. 

Gingee, 84, 89, 96, 103, 168, 201, 431, 440, 142. 

Glatz, 48. 

Goa, 97. 135, 143, 174, 176, 192, 199. 

Godeben, M., 18, 154, 

Godi'vier, Madame, 2. 

Golaine, M,, 423. 

Golconda, 64, 175. 

G6pai D^s, 186, 203, 204, 439. 

G6p^lakri8bna Ayyan, 6, 8, 17, 30, U8, 164, 252, 253, 424, 426. 
G6p^tlasT9■^tDai, 437, 

G6pnram, 96. 

Gdpnrllpuram, 96, 103. 

Goralavar, 135. 

Qorlier, M,, 203. 

Gosse, M., 218, 238, 256, 258. 

Gonpil, ¥„ 322. 

Gdvardbana D§,s, l74, 282. 

G6vinda Pandit, 309, 

G6vinda E^o, 223. 

Griffin, Mr., 28, 42, 43, 56, 62, 63, 82, 83, 94, 119, 165, 177, 178, 232, 254, 
32L, 328, 338, 464, 465, 46G. 

Gnillard, M.,285, 372, 373, 422. 

Gnillanme, M. (Tiyom), 203. 

GniUot, Elias, 350. 

GnUb Singb, 108, 262, 340. 

Gnruva Pillai, 342. 

GaruTappa Chetti, Kandlll, 253, 445. 

Guruvappa or Guruvappan, 47, 74, 418. 

Gnruvayyan, Mab6, 185, 186, 202, 

Gnyon, Abbe, 95, 351. 

Haan, Dr. F. de, 89. 

Hafiz Kban, 251. 

Haidar ’All Kbin, 282, 284, 286, 286, 287, 290, 293, 295, 296. 

Haidar Dil Kbin, 290, 293. 
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Haidar SdHb, 474, 475, 476. 

Haji H&di, 113, 120, 182. 

H&ji Muhammad ’ AH, 94. 

Halicarnassus, Bishop of — see Noronha, intonio. 

Hallyburton, Mr., 19, 109i 307. 

Hanumanta Ayyan, YallAr, 9, 135, 

Harisankar TarwMi, or Sankara Tarw^di, or Tarwddi, 7, 27, 205, 283 
843, 390, 392, 413, 443, 455, 459, 461, 462, 463, 469. 

Earwich (ship), 325. 

Hasan ’Ali Khitn, 11, 116, 345. 

Hubert, M., 162. 

Hedge, 53. 

Hinde, Mr. John, 43, 62, 68, 69, 74, 93, 94, 187. 

Hindustan, 10, 845. 

Hirlsat KhUn, 176, 246, 276, 277, 282, 283, 284, 286, 287, 288, 290, 292 
293, 294, 295, 296, 298. 

Holland, 301, 

Hopkins, Captain, 18. 

Horden, Cornelia (Mrs. Perceval), 133, 

Horden, Frances (Mrs Davies, Mrs. Benyon), 133. 

Hungary, 3, 48, 49, 295, 302, 398, 399. 

Husain Sdhib, 6, 14, 16, 16, 23, 36, 37, 38, 84, 87, 108, 128, 129, 132, 481, 
432. 

Husain Tdhir or Husain Sdhib T4hir, 44, 45, 70. 

Hyderabad, 110. 

Hypp elite, P^re, 62, 

Jgnace, 34, 260, 261. 

Ilchestef (ship), 92,169. 

Imdm S4hib, 10, 11, 71, 72, 94, 95, 116, 117, 126, 132, 161, 162, 166, 167, 
345, 346, 864, 451, 453, 468, 

India, 2, 10, 29, 68, 74, 83, 99, 111, 137, 164, 158, 165, 210, 257, 273, 275, 
302, 812, 338. 

Indies, 320. 

Indies, East, 68. 

Insulaire (ship), 428. 

Irusappa Chetti, 86. 

J'afar ’AH Kh^n, 146, 151. 

J’afar Sihib, 131, 265, 467. 

JainviUe, M. de, 2, 

Jayanti Eima Ayyan or Jayanta Rdma or Jayanti MmannaJ 9, 31, 134, 
135, 163. 

Jayar^m Pandit, 125. 

Jndnam, 203, 

Jninaprakdsa Pillai, 449. 

John, y., 81. 

Junkoeylon, 430. 
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Ktol, 216. 

KaMkETnarati, 70. 

K&lahasti Aryan, JJ17. 

K&lakatiti tswaran, 314. 

K&mp^ttai, 46, 47. 

Kalavai, 292, 290. 

Faly&na Myakkan, 19, 20,21. 

Kaly&nar&j4, 85, 87. 

KAman, 447, 456. 

K&ma mil, 471. 

Kambila Ayyar, 309. 

Kanakariya Mndali, or Pedro or Pedre Madaliar, 91. 123, 143,147, 148 
149, 150, 155, 157, 164, 172, 228, 229, 276, 277, 279, 285, 289, 330,842, 
343, 352, 456, 457, 

Kandabdr, 216. 

Kandan, 339. 

Kandandr, 44, 70, 78, 79, 168, 246, 421. 

Kanda Pillai, 427. 

Kandappan, 32, 57, 58, 59, 215, 224, 260, 449. 

KandopouloB, or Oantopber, 428, 429. 

Kintv, 96, 103, 

K&rikai, 2, 4, 8, 9, 17, 26, 27, 28, 30, 80, 40, 67, 59, 60, 80, 82, 97, 99, 100, 
101, 104, 108, 130, 133, 158, 104, 17 i, 192, 308, 200, 201. 248, 328, 
828, 350, 351, 887, 380, 390, 892, 4U2, 433, 404. 
lS[anikkal4xQp4kkam, 315. 

Karnppan, 5. 

Kl.rv5ti, 188, 386, 215, 393,417,421. 

K&si D4s Bukkanji, 132, 206, 408,419, 420, 45!). 

Kksilevvai, 183, 270. 

Ktoigai, see Koyijt Kfi.fcfcigai. 

El&ttuk6yil, f>ee Lnz Clmroh. 

K4v5ripS,kk:am, 278, 473. 

Kennet, 36. 

Kerav^n or K6v5n, or Kermain, M., see Kermain, M, 

Kierjeaii, M. de, 6, 11, 12, 13^ 22, 35, 302. 

Kermain, M. (K6v5a, or Keravdn), 256, 257. 

K5sava Ayyan, 330. 

Kdsava Niyakkan, Malmandi, 31. 

Kh&lif Kh4n, 458, 475. 

Kh&n Bahadur, 211, 212, 264, 365, 283, 288, 382, 414. 

Kilalinjipattu, 268, 311. 

Kimm4mp4kkam, 14, 858. 

Kistna (River), 6, 23, 37, 70, 217, 421. 

Koduthiy5, see Oodivier. 

Kommana Mudali, or Kommanan, 217, 256, 262, 269, 278, 279, 283 , 428, 
424,425,426, 430. 

Konda or Konda Ayyan, 400, 430, 449, 460, 
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ECond'Ctr Tope, 15. 

Kdtto, 894. 

Kottakuppam, 331. 

Bldv^n or Kerav5n, or Kermain, M. see Kermain, M, 

BToy^jl Ktoi^^ai, or Kittigai, 351, 387. 

KrimSiSi Pandit, 75. 

KrislxnS.ii Pandit, 242, 295, 296. 

Kriskna Pillai, 438, 

Knslinayyan, tke Hasty, 417. 

Knb^ra, 65. 

Kulandai Ohetti 419. 

Knlandaiyappa Mudali, or Knlandaiyappan, 124, 229. 

Knmaran, G8 
KTim§.ra (Pass), 78. 

Knmara Pillai, KiLlavaraya, 264, 340, 341. 

Knmara Pillai, K^lavay, 388. 

Kumarappa Chetti, Tiruraangalami 118* 

Kumarappa Mudali, 305 
KdnimMu, 46, 249, 363. 

Kuppayyan, 109, 179, 203, 205. 

Kuppi Ohetti, 441. 

KuruTinattam, 316. 

La Bourdonnais, Rl. de, 18,47, 65, 80, 111, 112, 141, 144, 162, 19i, 233 
262, 365, 402,428, 429, 436. 

La OiUle (frigate), 320. 

La Haye, M. de, 89. 

Lakshaya, 833. 

Lakshmana Pillai, or Lakshmanan, 330, 383, 472. 

Lakshmana Mudali, or Lakshmanan, 207, 811, 312. 

Lakshnxana ISTayakkan., 221, 223, 226, 

Lakshmi, R^ja, 447. 

Lakshmipati, 332. 

L&iap^ttai, 18, 199, 249, 272, 383, 337, 379, 473, 474. 

LilS. Munshi, or L^la, 295, 296. 

L’Hostie, M., 192. 

L’Hostier, 192. 

La Mabonnaye, 176. 

La M^trie Baudran, 176, 191. 

La Morandi^re, Nicolas de, 27. 

Lanka, 126. 

Lapwmg (ship), 80, 83. 

La Touche, Louis G-alliot de, 31, 66, 217, 253, 257. 

La Touche, Marie de (Madame Dulaurens), 217. 

La Tour, 31. 

Latour, Manilla de, 155, 821, 436. 

La Yillebague, M. de, 18, 
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Law, M. Jacques, 19, 99, 100, 101, 104, 878. 

Law, Joan, 99, 

Law, William, 99. 

Lawrence, Stringer, 194, 330. 

Lazar, see TS«uappa Mudali. 

Lazar, 30S* 

Le Beaume, M., 407. 

Legou, Alexandre, 53, 99, 113, 227, 233, 238, 263, 285, 325, 853, 367, 
382, 384, 423. 

Legou, P4tronill6, 99. 

Lemaire, M., 156, 262, 270, 277, 285,384. 

Le Mari4, M , 90, 91. 

Lenoir, M„ 256, 285, 359, 449, 470, 471. 

Le Notttre, M., 3, 9, 27, 28, 29, 30, 49. 

Le Riche, Jean Baptiste, 2,43, 62,98, 99,100, 101,104, 105,132, 133 
158, 192, 201, 248, 323, 351, 387, 402. 

Lesiock, 81. 

L4vy, 34. 

Leyrit, Daval de, M., 32, 97, 99, 100, 101, 105, 132, 183, 223, 341, 459, 460. 
Libaut, Claude, 471. 

Libaut, M, de, 471, 472. 

Lxnga Ohetti, 41, 64. 

LingS.reddip4laiyam, 325. 

L6ka Bhindhavan, 411. 

L6k§.bhixS.ma Hudali, 197. 

London, 4. 

L'Orient, 81. 

Louet, H., 210. 

Louis XV, 435. 

Lonisburg, 72. 

Louis Prakisan, or Prak§>san, 146, 164. 

Love, CoL, H. D., 86, 87, 88, 213, 261. 

Low Countries, 48. 

Loyala., 143, 

Lozier-Bonvet, 190. 

Lucas, M., 249, 336, 337, 365, 366, 382, 383, 384, 408, 487. 

Lua ChuToh or K4ttuk6yil, 411. 

Macao, 83, 97. 

M&dabhsi Ayyav4r Ayyangltr, see Ayyav4r Ayyangdr, M4(iabdsi. 
Madaninda Pandit, 15,22, 102, 131, 135, 140, 166, 208, 212, 264, 289, 291, 
297, 298, 303, 346, 392, 399, 409, 411, 413, 414, 451, 476. 

Madeiros, Mrs. de, see Carvalho, Antonia de. 

Madras, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 13, 17, 22, 26, 27, 30, 32, 33, 34, 86, 37, 39, 
41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 66, 56, 57, 58, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, 68, 72, 81, 
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 93, 99, 110, 111, 113, 116, 117, 118, 123, 128, 138, 134, 
141, 142, 144, 167, 158, 169, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 
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169, 370, 172, 175, 177, 178, 188, 189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 197, 206, 213, 
214, 217, 218, 228, 229, 230, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 23S, 240, 244, 242, 
243, 249, 252, 256, 257, 259, 261, 262, 269, 272, 280, 281, 283, 296, 299, 
308, 309, 310, 312, 322, 327, 333, 338, 339, 340, 343, 345, 346, 348, 
349, 352 , 354, 357, 359, 366, 366, 367, 368, 370, 402, 405, 409, 411, 
412, 415, 423, 426, 428, 430, 435, 436, 448, 449, 451, 458, 463, 465, 468. 

Madura, 79. 

Madixrainiyakam Pillai, or Maduraindyakaui, 197, 207, 262. 

Mak^, 20, 34, 39,43, 40, 50, 55, 65, 85, 95, 97, 109, 120, 130, 136, 

138, 154, 158, 170, 171, 173, 174, 176, 178, 185, 186, 197, 199, 204, 

205. 210, 218, 219, 228, 250, 274, 276, 278, 282, 284, 285, 287, 288, 

291, 293, 307, 315, 347, 356, 423, 432, 433. 434, 454,456, 457, 460, 467. 

Malifuz Khin, 16, 29,40,63,71, 79,84, 87,89. 93, 110, 113, 114, 120, 
128, 129, 131, 174, 176, 181, 182, 189, 198, 199, 217, 251, 254, 265, 
843, 368. 

Mahimandalam, 473. 

Mailappa Ohetti, lOG. 

Hainvillo, M. de, 18, 154, 178, 179, 180, 184, 186, 202, 203, 204, 205, 
401, 421, 422, 423, 458, 459, 460, 461, 467. 

Mainville, Madame, 450, 460, 467. 

Malabar, 4, 54, l^iO, 181, 194, 195, 196, 254, 266. 

Malacca, 88. 

Malaikkoluudu Mudali, 155, 229, 252, 279, 280. 

Malayappan or Malayappa Mudali, 60, 79, 82, 89, 91, 92, 110, 172, 207, 
212, 224, 226, 226, 245,266, 361, 362, 363, 371, 378, 392, 408,410,442 
453, 465, 464. 

Maldives, 165. 

Malhari Kilo Holkar, 78. 

Malleson, Col., 95. 

Malriji, 85, 87, 98, 101, 103, 130, 134, 168, 267, 400. 

M&n^ji, 410. 

Manaldrp^titai, 455, 463. 

Mangait^yi, 304. 

Manian, 449. 

Manilla, 60, 91, 165, 168, 297, 316, 317, 40 441. 

Manjakuppam, 5, 63, 69, 119, 307. 

Manmadan, 447. 

Mannappa Ohetti, 204. 

Man6ji, 216. 

Man6jiAppd, 389. 

Manucoi, Niooolao, 11. 

Mirga N&r&yana Chetti, 311. 

Maria- Theresa- Antoinette, 81 . 

Marignon, M., see Brignon, 

Marikrishn&puram, 27, 307, 311, 324, 454. 

Miriyappa Mudali, 340. 

Martineau, M., 99. 
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Hascareigae, 47, 105, 106, 145, 176,226, 261., 416, 433. 

Masulipatam, or Bandar, OO, 210, 235, 3U, 443, 419, 470, 47L 
Mathiaa, ^4., 52, b*J, 

Mauritrios, 256. 

Melon, Mr., 86. 

M^lugiri Pandit, 221, 466. 

Mergtti, 191* 

Merkilnarn, 46, 105. 

Mettalwdr, 421, 

Mdttuplllaiyam, 6, 19. 

Miran, M., 63, 158, 217, 285, 294. 

Mir A’assam, 131, 2G5. 

Mir Asad-ul-kli Kh&n, $$e Mir Sihxb, 

Mirasi, 23. 

Mir DiyAnat-nl-lah, 140, 456, 469. 

Mir G-hnUm Husain, 79, 131, 265, 303, 307, 438, 167. 

Mir Husaiu Kban, 44, 465, 468. 

Mir In4yat-nl-la1i, 302. 

Mir Muhammad ’Ali, 448, 469, 470. 

Mir sahib, or Mir Asad-ul-lah Khin, 44, 327. 

Mirza Muhammad Khan, Fakir, 182, 189. 

Miyan sahih, 44, 120, 121, 309, 474, 

Miyasi, 404. 

Mocha, 404. 

Monson,Mr., 68, 

Moxitpcllier, 13. 

Morari Eao, 379, 391. 

Moreau, M., 228, 229, 262, 269, 280. 

Morse, Mr,, 43, 57, 62, 63, 88, 133, 140, 188, 207, 311, 812, 313, 822, 849, 
418. 

Morse, Madame, 62, 63, 74, 82, 83, 119. 

Mose,M. (M6su), 154, 203. 

Mount, the, aee St. Thomas’ Mount. 

Mousse, Pedro, 1 64, 

Mrifcyunjayan, 471, 

Mudamiah, 3, 8, 89, 100, 101, 103, 104. 

Muhammad ’All BSg, 115, 

Muhammad ’Ali Khan, 8, 15, 23, 24, 36, 37, 38, 44, 45, 66, 70, 71, 75 
176, 248, 264, 266, 874. 

Muhammad ’Alt Khan (of P$ltr) 10, 11, 49, 146, 161. 

Mnhamraad ’Ali Khan, 308. 

Muhammad ’Ali Sahib, G. 

Muhammad Amin, 181. 

Muhammad Husain, 19. 

Muhammad Jamai, 181, 

Muhammad Kamai, 101, 102, 103, 128, 249, 262. 

Muhammad Khan, 194, 475. 
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MuTiammad Sli4h, 10, 216. 

Muhammad Sharif, Shaikh, 57. 

Muhammad Tavakkal, or Salik Ddiid Khdn, 12, 15, 16, 22, 23, 24, 26, 
35, 38, 57, 84, 87, 102, 103, 108, 122, 127, 129, 131, 132, 220, 243, 410, 
417, 432. 

Mulavai, 394. 

Mulia S^hib, 46. 

MdMn, 216. 

Munawar-ucl-dln Kh^n, 71, 89, 374, 378, 432, 468. 

Muppiri Ohefcti, 135, 

Murshidabad, 429. 

Murtaz^ »AH Kh4ii, 266, 270, 271, 279. 

MuiugaPiUai, 220, 227, 228, 247, 248, 306, 341, 844, 3'?6, 450. 
Murugayyan, 226. 

Murnngampikkam, 329, 408. 

Musalayyan, 201, 206. 

Muttau, 207. 

Muttannan, 263. 

Mutta Pillai, 252, 

Mut/tappan, 206. 

Muttayappau, 230, 338. 

Muttayya Ohetti, 857. 

Muttayya Mudali, Kiliugar^ya. 155 

Muttayya Mudali, or Muttayyau, Aroot, 224, 423, 440, 441, 453, 463. 

Mutt ay y an, 69, 70, 224, 280, 281. 

Muttayya Pillai, 34, 39, 85, 87, 118, 149, 187, 199, 279, 830, 341, 843,344, 
848, 467, 472. 

Muttayya Pillai of Porto ISTovo, 118, 

Muttiydlp5ttai, 51. 

Muttu, 41, 165, 171, 172, 173, 224, 272, 299, 311, 813, 388, 446, 449. 
Muttukumaran, 155, 172. 

Muttukumara Pillai, 340. 

Muttu Maim Reddi, U, 12, 384. 

Muttu Pillai, 333, 

Mutyaiu Niyakkan, Bandila, 109, 127, 128, 129, 168, 264, 349, 878, 886, 
409, 410, 420, 421, 431, 432, 439, 440, 442, 448, 461, 462, 455, 462, 468, 
472. 

Muzaffar Jang, 11, 20. 

Mylapore, 24, 31, 110, 164, 252, 409, 411. 

Mysore, 6, 44, 70, 121, 125, 131, 168, 175, 178, 180, 190, 204, 205, 228, 231, 
427, 430, 469. 

ISr&chaniia Pillai, 306. 

N^Adir Shah, or Tahmasp Qali KhS.u, 70, 191, 216, 217. 

Naduvlrapattu, 3, 8. 

Nd,g5sa R4o, 219. 

Kainiya Pillai, 89, 842. 
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Kainiyappa MnduH, Kudaikk&ra, 224. 

Hainiyappai), 144. 

Kajib Khdn, or Najlb-ul-lah Kh&n, 78, 103. 

Mm Chefcti, 106. 

Nalla Mfi,na Vikrama P&ndi^a, 278. 

Kallatambi, 26, 31, 33, 229, 25», 279, 2M>, 

Nallatambi ObeHi, 446. 

Nallatnmbi Mudali, 282. 

NtoagiripHtai, 179, 

Nandirdja, 203 
N&r4yaoa Ohetti, 86. 

N4riyaaa Pillai, 68, 469. 

NirfLyana Keddi, 362. 

U^r^yana Sd&tri, 309. 

Narbadi, 190, 

Nirkandipilaiyam, 417. 

Nasirl-b&d, 216. 

N4fltr Jang, or Ni^dm-ud-danlab, 23, 44, 70, 71, 72, 78, 79, 93, 94, 96, 97, 
103, 106, 110, 113, 114, 115, lie, 117, 120, 121, 126, 120, 127, 128, 129, 
131, 132, 140, 168, 174, 175, 176, 181, 182, 188, 189, 190, 198, 21G, 217, 
246, 251, 348, 846, 349, 378, 420, 421, 431, 461, 463, 472, 473. 
msSr Quli Kb&n, 114, 115, 122, 251, 254. 

N&tiu Saruva Keddi, 465. 

N&yaka Tambir&n, 387. 

Kazelle, M. de, 8, 18, 93, 107, 184, 371, 182, 21B, 204, 828. 

Necbandr, 427, 

Hegapatam, 43, 56, 62, 68, 83, 86, 88, 97, 100, 118, 360, 408. 

Mlore, 84, 90, 98. 

Bepium (skip), 6, 158, 159, 160. 

Kiobolas, M., 385. 

Nir&si, 437. 

Niz&m-ud-daTilah, see Nietr Jang. 

Nkam-ul-mulk or Asaf Uh, 36, 44, 64, 70, 79, 110, 116, 126, 182, 140, 176, 
190, 216, 231,246, 261, 348, 378, 451. 

NTormandy, 434. 

Noronha, Antonio, or P^re Antoine de la Parifioation, 411, 

Sfossa Senhora d’JEsperanza e Santa Oaterina (skip), 83, 

Kyon, M. de, 266. 

Odiyampattn, 14. 

01nkarai,9, 41,61, 141, 165, 266, 266, 268, 329, 380, 362, 357, 400, 408, 
412. 

Orme, 44, 184, 184, 309, 350, 361. 

Oaford (skip), 178. 

Paokckai Ndyakka Mndali, 89. 

Pddirikappam Okiradi, 815, 816, 463. 

P^ikkninudaiylimpattn, 60. 
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P^laiyamkdtiiai, 49. 

Palar (River), 6. 

Pdliy6, see Ballay, M. 

Panamalai, 96 
PanamMai, 96, 103 
Pancham^d^vi, 474, 476. 

Pandora Mudali, 86. 

Pandharpar, 78. 

Paiion, M., 218, 233. 

Panrufci, 89, 99, 158, 318, 455, 

P4pai, 89, 85, 118, 208, 330, 472. 

P^payya Pillai, 7, 281. 

P^payya Venkatan, 67. 

P4ppana Pillai, 32, 57, 67 

Paradis, M., 9, 13, 43, 77, 104, 141, 176, 182, 248, 270, 276, 277, 285, 294, 
317, 320, 321, 823, 324, 328, 889, 390, 450, 457. 

Paramdnandan, 172, 407, 417 

ParasTiriiina Pillai or Parasuraman, 8, 111, 112, 186, 249, 260, 2.52, 260, 
304, 356, 365, 372, 373. 

Faravaiydr (River), 19, 

Paris, 4, 289. 

ParaOji Gorpad^, 891, 394, 398, 

Patoharee Point, 184. 

Paulet, Captain Henry, 264. 

Pearl (sMp), 821. 

Peddn Ohetti, TJttird, 360. 

Peddn H^yakkan, 834 

Pedre Mudaliar or Pedro, see Kanakardya Mudali. 

Penlan, Prigent de, 174. 

Penn^r (River), 160, 168, 307, 816. 

Perceval, Mrs., see Horden, Cornelia, 

Perceval, William, 86, 133. 

Periyambala Ohetti, 338. 

Periyanna Nayindr, 9. 

Periya Pillai, 309, 474, 475, 476. 

Persia, 216 
Pernmdl, 314, 

Periimdl Ayyan, 104, 180, 184 
Perumai Ohetti, MnnjanAr, 360. 

Perum&l Mudali, 248, 311. 

Perum&l N^yakkan, 464, 

Perumbai, 309. 

Perumukkal, 11, 12, 86, 44, 120, 282, 309. 

Peyton, Mr., 63, 428 
Philip, V., 81. 

Pichard, M., 323. 

Piobchai Gonndan, 861, 362, 

64 
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Piohchakuppan, 25. 

Fichoha Uli, 128. 

Fir Muhamniad, lo, 

Plr S&hib Mtt’.ainmad Hafiz, 80. 

Plaifianeo, M. d<», H>i. 

Fdlur, 10,44M10, 151,152. 

Fottdioliory, 2, 4, 7, lo, 11, 18, 17, 2.S .u, 83, 32, 30, 37, 30, 43,45, 48,68, 
64, 56, 57, 03, 00, 07, 68, 72, 71*, 76 bO, 83, Si, 85 SS 93, 05, 97, 09, 
108, 110, U2, 115,120,326, 120, 141, 142, i 13, lii, 152, 15(», 157, 107, 174, 
176, 104, 197, 100, 210, 211, 211, 210, 217, 228, 235, 211, 248, 240, 266, 
267, 268, 209, 276, 2M, 209, 308, 322, 321, 323, 524, 325, 320, 828, 331, 
883, 340, 861, 358. 302, 377, 382, 389, 390, 394, 402, 422, 436, 441, 446, 
461, 463, 470. 

Porobor, M*, 338, 405. 400, 407, 417, 418, 401, 

Porolier, Ma lanio, 405, 406, 4l7, 418. 

Porte-barrd, 47 

Porto Hovo, 3, 9, 27, 28, 20, 46, 49, 90. 115, 1 18, 201, 230, 3-3, 32S, 388, 
474, 476. 

Portugal, 80, 81. 

Prak4flan, aeo Louh PuikiHan. 

Pratai) 8ittgh, 350, 331, 389, 390. 

Priftce of Orange (ship), 109. 

Princess AweUa (ship), 7, 31, 43, 159. 

Princeie Mary (ship), 321. 

Princess® Marie (sbip), 228, 264. 

Princess of Wales (ship), 165, 

Prussia, 48. 

Pudnp&laiyam, 394, 

Pulloat, 4, 8, 43, 88, 135, 166, 106, 170, 177, 188, 333,420,^430,448,449, 
470, 

Ptineri, 101, 

P^lngnnam, 99, 101. 

Pton&akuppam, 824, 826, 

Pnrasakuppam, 816, 

Pushpagiri, 161» 

PAtturai, 14. 

E^obapHlazyam., 398, 426, 

Bagb6ji Biidnsla, 126, 190, 216, 8 0, 

Pagbanitba Pandit, 75. 

Bi^jappa Mndali, 268. 

Eaj6ba, 862. 

E4jd Pandit, 77, 124, 160, 213, 212, 275, 277, 284, 

E&kki OEetti, 18. 

E&ma Ayyan, 139. 

Etoabbadra Eeddi, Valud&vd 86, 

E^maohandra Ayyan or EAmaobandra Pandit or EAmaobandra Pantulu, 
7, 18, 19, 81, 83, 79, 221, 382, 
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machandi a B do, 473. 

Edmakrishna Ghetti, 222, 419. 

Edmakriehna Sdstri, 186, 215. 

Edmalinga Ohetti, 331, 

Edman, 61, 

Edmandtha M-adali, 805. 

Rdmanayyan, 333i 
Bdmdujulu, 31, 

Bdmdnujala Ohetti, Gundu, 235, 

Edmdpuram, 28, 

Kdmdsvaratn, 186, 437, 439, 

RdiQ6ji,^10, 355, 

Eanga Aohdri j^dr, 309, 

Eanga Filial, Ananda, see Ananda Eanga Pillai, 

Eanga Pillai (writer), 187, 198, 223, 349, 367, 380, 398, 404, 405, 411, 442. 
Eangappa l^dyakkan or Eangappa, Orkandi, 82, 106, 194. 

Eangi, 155, 

Eangd Pandit, 75, 

Eatndji Pandit, 128, 

Edvana, 126, 

Eavanappa Ohetti, Guntdr, 51, 

Edyalayyan, 474, 

Eazd Bdhib, 279, 285, 286, 288, 290, 291, 293, 303, 377, 

Eed Sea, 441, 

Eome, 143. 

Rotterdam (ship), 56, 86, 

S^aadat-mnnd Khdn, 278, 279, 283, 287, 290, 291, 293, 294, 295, 296. 
S’aadat-ul-lah Khdn, 211, 212, 314, 

Saddsiva Ayyan, 352. 

Saddsiva Edo, 246. 

Sadayappa Mndali, HI, 149, 155, 172, 173, 224, 435, 

Sadras, 39, 47, 68, 87, 88, 89, 118, 134, 170, 177, 192, 263, 347, 386. 

Safdar ’Ali or Safdar ’All Khdn, 48, 49, 60, 71, 77, 95, 123, 296, 302, 
303, 382, 409. 

Safdar Hnsain Khdn, 292. 

Sdhu Rdjd, 78, 125, 190, 216, 246, 414. 

Saint George, M, de, 190, 

Saint Georges, 135, 

St, Francis Xavier or Savariyappar, 247, 

St, Helena, 371 
Bi, Lome (ship), 174. 

St, Martin, Kscappat de, 8. 

St. Thomas* Mount, or the Mount, 17, 18, 132, 133, 141, 252. 

St. Thomd, 113, 178, 181, 189, 192, 193, 198, 214, 243, 

Saintard, 218, 

Saiyid Khdn, 189. 

Sakkarai Pillai, 403. 

65 
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Silor&kkam, 453. 

Sriem, 361, 489. 

Salik Dftfld KUAn, see Muhammad Tavakkal. 

Sambu DAa or Sambn DAs Bnkkanji, 186, 193. 216, 428, 429, 480, 439. 
SampAti RAo, 6, 14, 70, 75, 89, 128, 132, 220, 243, 240, 367, 378, 880, 
409, 417, 431, 443. 

B^udu Madali,279, 

Ban (whip), 138. 

Sankara A>}ar or Sankara Ayyan, 18, 222, 3tl8, 419, 409. 

Sankara Tarw&di, see Harisankar Tarw&dl, 

Sinfcappan, 20f>, 272. 

Sarabb6jl EAjiStiSSO, S51, 352, 389. 

Saraswati, 169. 

SatAra, 78, 124, 125. 

SAtghar, 176, 295, 379. 

Satyaptb-naswUmi, 366. 

Saunders, Mr., 84. 

Savage, Mr., 2, 80. 

Savai DAs, 78. 

S&vankr, 23, 44, 217. 

Sayari or Savarimuttn, 25, 26, 172, 229, 455. 

Saxe, Marshall, 48. 

Sohonamille, Corneille de, 436, 437. 

Sea Morse (sloop), 824, 

SAntomIngrttn, 179, 180, 184, 185, 202, 204, 205, 866, 421, 422, 430, 489, 
448, 459, 461, 467. 

Seringapatam, 202, 203, 204, 205, 881, 427, 430, 439. 

Serpeau, see Gerhaulfc. 

BAshAohala Chefcti, 61, 205, 304. 

SAshAohala Ohetti, Snngn, 882. 

SAsbAchala Ohetti, Tiruviti, 432, 442, 

SAshAchala HAyakkan, UyyM, 30. 

SAshAdri Pillai, 80, 89, 85, 806. 

SAsham j&, 216, 393, 426, 427. 

S6tu MAdhaya EAo, 309. 

Severini, Padre, 419, 420. 

Severn (ship), 92, 

ShAbji EAja or ShAbji, 350, 361, 352, 887, 389, 390. 

Shaikh Ahmad, 3, 9, - ^ 

Shaikh Hasan, 4, 75, 76, 109, 120, 158, 219, 223, 249, 252, 266, 815, 817, 898. 
Shaikh IbrAhim, 158, 159, 172, 266, 267, 817, 818, 847, 897. 

Sholapnr, 78. 

Sholinghttr, 409* 

Siam, 178. 

Sidddji, 850. 

SiddAii GorpadS, 379, 391, 394, 893, 400. 

Sikkirik6ttai, 90. 
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Silesia, 48. 

Simaniji E&o, 246. 

Slnappa^yan, 97. 

Siug^ra AoMriy^r, V^dainfftrti, 393, 426. 

Singiram, 72, 97, 98, 105, 128, 132, 216. 

Singirav^lu Pillai, 67, 99. 

Singarikdyii, 267, 268, 270, 271, 272, 313. 

Singiri, 833. 

Sinningtttti Ohetti, 361. 

Slrpi, 6, 125, 126, 131, 168. 

Stt&r6.m, 183. 

Sittambala Ohetti, 331. 

Siva 814, 388. 

SivanS^ga Eeddi, 9, 40, 310, 

Sivar6.ma S^stri, 208, 427, 476. 

Siyd.lav4r, 40. 

Soiqmt, Manoel, 428, 429, 430. 

feor§. Mtidali Marakkilyar or Sor§. Marakk4yar, 152, 208. 

SoraTa§.vdr, 3, 8, 27 
SoTide, M., 386, 406. 

Spain, 80, 81. 

Spits, Johannes, 89, 

Sriharikdttai, 90. 

Srimushnam, 98. 

Sriniv&sa Ach&ri, Ohakravarti, 186, 215,417. 

Sriniv6.sa Aohiri, Paiyamb4di, 296. 

Srinivasa Achiriy&r or Aoh4riyl.r, 295, 297. 

Srlniviisa Pandit, 105, 456. 

Srinivasa Pao, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223, 226 
Siipati Eio, 216. 

Srirangam, 99. 

Stapid, Oapitan Mijnheer, 89. 

Stratton, Mr., 2, 74, 

Snbbanimai, 305. 

Snbbayyan (of the Port), 280, 281 , 426. 

Snbbayyan, Yakil, 16, 35, 37, 38, 44, 57, 72, 76, 93, 94, 102, 103, 105, 108, 
115, 127, 129, 131, 174, 262, 365, 409, 431, 432, 439, 442. 

Subbu Rao, 219. 

Sumatra, 371. 

Snndardii Kattigai, 351. 

Sungnvar, 472, 473, 

Surappdr, 27. 

Snrat, 93, 126, 127, 128, 129, 190, 22». 

Sdriya Pillai, 267. 

SwamikanntL Pillai, Diwan Bahaddr, 65, 806, 480. 

Swaminathan, 155, 172, 173. 

Syajee, 350, 361, 
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T&dpatri, 392, 

Tahmasp Quli KMw, sea Mdir ShAh, 

TambioiiA Mudali, 220. 

Tambi Ohetfci, 58, 67* 

TambicbiyA Pillai, 336. 

TfimbnswAmx Mudali, 380. 

Tanappa M-udali or Oiiintia Mudali or Lazar, 60,01, 02, 122, 123, 156, 228, 
800, 801,808,83^,886. 

I’Anappan, 18. 

^Tftndavariya Chelti, 838, 420. 

TilndaTarAya FandAri, ydttavalam, 451. 

TAndavarAya Fillai, Kildam, 310, 342> 344, 355, 365, 445. 

TAni Chotti, 18, 367, 

Tanjore, 83, 60, 71, 75, 78, 99, 175, 228, 350, »351, 387, 389, 428. 

Tanaka Ohotti, 106, 

Taqi SAhib, 43, 49, 78, 248, 303, 382, 453. 

TarwAdi, see Harisaiikar TarwAdi. 

Tayernier, 360. 

Tellicberry, 68, 81, 120, 131, 138, 104, 195, 254. 

Tencin, Cardinal de, 218. 

Tevenopatam, see Dovan&mpattnnam. 

TbAY5, 257. 

Thongoron, M., 376. 

Thurston, Mr., 24, 140, 333, 380. 

Timmayappa NAyakkanpAlaiyam, 17. 

TiimovoUy, 79, 131, 137. 

Tirnkk&mu Fillai, 280. 

TirukkAnji, 122, 160, 272. 

Tirumalai Fillai, or Termalah, 190, 300, 812, 333. 

TirumalavAdi, 78. 

Tirnmuttam, 96, 103. 

TirupanAmbakkam, 316. 

Tirupati, 409, 

Tir^ppAppuliy^l^, 210, 310, 316, 321. 

Tirupp6r0.r, 84. 

TiravallAr, 292. 

Tiru7Amiy4r, 64, 158, 177. 

TimyannAmalai. 442, 462. 

Tiruyattiswaran K6vil, 197. 

TiruyattAr, 272. 

TiruyAndipuram, 27, 68, 101, 181, 408. 

TiruyAngadam, 165. 

TiruyAngadam, 384. 

TiruyAngada NAyakkan, 464. 

TiruvAngada Fillai, or TiruvAngadani, Wandiwash, 223, 252, 258, 271. 
TiruyAngada Fillai, 304. 

Tituyingadapuraoi, 440. 
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Tiruvennanalliir, 96, 103, 455, 462 

Tiruviti, 80, 89, 99, 101, 102, 108, 115, 130, 132, 158, 318, 319, 327, 374, 
442, 402. 

Tiruvottia8iS.aia Pillai, 85. 

Tirnvottiyur, 272. 

Toppai, 279. 

Toppai Mudali, 469. 

Traaquebar, 7, 43, 60, 62, 63, 82, 100, 158, 257, 402. 

Travaucore, 64, 152, 199, 208. 

Triobinopoly, 29, 40, 71, 75, 89, 140, 174, 228, 240, 414, 428. 

Troutbaok, 243. 

Trullei, M , 386. 

TOkkan§.mpakkam, 315, 321, 322, 326, 328 
T‘akk6ii, 360, 351. 

Ttiraiyftr, 175, 

Ty&gappa Obetti, 18. 

Ty^gu, 333. 

Ucbim^du, 184. 

UdaiyUrpalaiyam, 89, 261, 336, 341, 352, 446. . 

Udaya M&rtinda Tarmd, of Travanoore, 54. 

Ujjain, 190, 

UlundOr, 49, 90, 250, 270. 

Ulunddrp^fctai, 103. 

United Provinces, 486. 

UppalvMi, 6. 

Utramall-flLr, 339, 453. 

Uyy&luY^lr P&laiyam, 300. 

Vadugan^ltba Mudali, 208, 209. 

Vaippdr, 56. 

Vaitbi, 224. 

V^la Mtodnda or Vanji V^la MUrti-nda Edjd, 199, 208. 
V&likondfi-puram, or Volconda or Vdlibondai, 44, 78, 140. 

Valldr, 9. 

Valldru Anantanna, 471. 

Talud&vtr, 44, 59, 60, 72, 85, 104, 107, 116, 117, 161, 201, 212, 278, 288, 
289, 301, 313, 314, 343, 346, 462, 465, 468. 

V^lupnram, 71. 

VandipS»laiyana, 210. 

V&niyamb&di, 379. 

Vannipet (Shrotriena), 297. 

Varada Ayyang^r, 186, 427. 

Varadappa Obetti, 209, 424. 

Varadappan, 224. 

Varadayyan, 67. 

Var§.happayyan., 109, 420, 
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Farlam, 58, 155, 157, 172, 273, 207, 222, 223, 224, 220, 252, 200, 261, 271, 
278, 270, 280, SOS, 313, 3 14, 34S, 888, 389, 440, 450, 

V4sua^va Panait., tH, 80, 104, 210, 221, 247,^248, 240, 

TMamartii Sia«4ra Ach4riyllr, sse 8ing&ra AchAriyir, Vedamarti. 
Vidapuri fswaraa, 314 
Vella iyinkuppam, 80. 

VelUr (River), 27, 28. 

VelHmddu, 453. 

Vellore, 78, 151, 223, 265, 303, 370, 432. 

V41u Pillai, 281. 

Venga Pillai, or Vengappan, 861, 

Vewgn PiilaJ, 330, 

Venkanna Chotti, GuntAr, 81. 

Venkat4ohalam, 305. 

Venkat4ohala Chetti, Salatu, 22, 51, 304, 402, 

Veakat^ckala N&yakkan, Kadayam, 267, 412. 

Venkatagiri, 870. 

Vonkatakrishna Ayyangllr, 305, 431, 453, 461. 

Venkatamm4lp5ttai or VeiikatS.mp(^fctai, 3, B, 27, 40, 90, 318, 453. 
VenkataiiSLranappa Ayyan or Yenkatan&rana Ayyan or VenkafcarAiAyana 
Ayyan or Veukatandr&yanappa Ayyan, Knlaa5karam, 7, 185, 18C, 202, 
203, 204, 206, 355, 361, 422, 430, 443, 450, 461, 467. 

Venkata Niyakkan, 100, 

Venkatapati, 48. 

Venkatapati NAyakkan, 880, 41 U, 411. 

Venkatapati Ndyakkan, V^mul, 392. 

Venkatapati Heddi, 8G2, 

Venkatarfi-man, 57. 

Venkata R4o, 32, 295, 296, 297. 

Venkata Reddi, 2, 40, 406, 406, 407, 417, 418, 461. 

Venkat^sa Ayyan, 419. 

Venkat^sa Chetti, Kfi. viral, 810, 311, 362. 

Venkayyan, Vengup^lthu Kandi or Kandi, 67, 213. 

V^ttavalam, 40, 306, 323, 335, 336, 852, 451, 452. 

Vijayar^hava AohAriy§.r, 300. 

Vijaya Rim Riji, or Vijaya Rim, 443, 448. 

Villeon, 323. 

VilliyanaMr, 3, 27, 59, 72, 89, 116, 117, 161, 318, 319, 843, 346, 462. 
Villnpnram, 89, 96, 200, 272, 319. 

Vinaiquen, 341. 

Viniyaka Pandit, 219, 220, 221, 223, 242, 

Viniyaka Pillai, 52. 

Vinoens, M., 293, 402, 405, 430. 

Vinoens, Marie, 272, 391. 

VinceiJS, Rose, 402. 

Vinoens, Anne Christine Pranqoise (Madame d’li8pr6m4nil), see Bsprim^- 
nil, Madame d*. 


NOMUSTAL mDBX. 


506 


Vinoens, Uranle, 436. 

Vinson, M., 9, 67, 143, 330. 

Yirt Olietti, 841. 357, 473. 

Viramariji, 85. 

Vir^mpattanam, 76. 

Vlra N&yakkaa, 4, 24. 28, 30, 170, 173, 212, 241, 264, 295, 840, 341 344 
893, 428, 440, 450, 464, 469. ’ ’ 

Vlrannan, 472. 

Viranna Ohetti, 422, 

Vir^ Pillai, 156, 446. 

Virappan, 5. 

Viraraghavan, 883. 

Virar&gliava Ndyakkan, 873, 

VtrardgTi, 258, 

Viri Olietti, 204. 

Vishnu, 314, 426. 

Viswapati Ayyar, 336. 

Vizagapatam, 178, 324. 

Voloonda see V^Ukond^puram. 

Vriddhaohalam, 96. 

’Wandi'wash, “48, 49, 77, 126, 200, 223, 252, 270, 271, 272, 300, 303, 303 
319, 874, 377, 382, 418, 431, 441, 458, 455, 473. ' 

Warwick (ship), 92. 

Weber, 13, 187. 

Wheeler, 327. 

Wilks, 203, 275. 

Wilson, 36. 

Wilson, 194. 

Winchester (ship), 254, 321, 

YSgappan, 424. 

Yinim, 196, 286, 831, 471. 

Yasai, 216. 

Y^sananiir, 215, 

Yiyom, see Guillaume. 

Zafar Y’aq'ftb B^g Khin, 251. 

Zain-ud’Ali Khdn, 379, 380, 423, 431, 437. 

Zain-ul-*adbidin Khan, 283. 

Z4kir Kh&n, 378. 



